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By  DR.  EDDIE  M.  SMITH 

East  Central  President 

Welcome  to  the  Spring  Semester 
1993! 

Enrollment  figures  reached  an  all- 
time  high  with  a total  of  1422  students 
attending  East  Central  this  semester. 
We  are  very  pleased  with  the  increase 
in  our  enrollment. 

Activities  for  the  semester  got  under- 
way even  before  registration  was  com- 
pleted as  East  Central  hosted  a special 
meeting  of  the  Mississippi  Association 
of  Community  and  Junior  Colleges  on 
Jan.  7.  EC  also  hosted  a basketball 
tournament  on  Jan.  8 and  9.  My  addi- 
tional activities  for  the  month  included: 

■Attended  regular  monthly  meeting 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Greater 
Decatur  Chamber  of  Commerce  on 
Jan.  5. 

■ Presided  at  a special  meeting  of 
the  MACJC  at  East  Central  on  Jan.  7. 

■ Participated  in  a Leadership 
Newton  County  committee  meeting  on 
Jan.  7. 

■ Met  with  Dr.  Olon  Ray,  MACJC  of- 
ficers, and  representatives  of  Coahoma 
Community  College  regarding  pro- 
jected solutions  for  Coahoma’s  finan- 
cial concerns  on  Jan.  8. 

■ Met  with  Dr.  Olon  Ray  and  the 
MACJC  officers  regarding  matters 
relating  to  the  state’s  community  and 
junior  colleges. 

■Attended  the  annual  Mississippi 
Association  of  County  Officials 
legislative  reception  in  Jackson  on  Jan. 
12. 

■Attended  a legislative  breakfast 
sponsored  by  the  Mississippi  Depart- 
ment of  Economic  and  Community 
Development  in  Jackson  on  Jan.  13. 

■Attended  the  30th  annual  Deposit 
Guaranty  Bank  Symposium  in  Jackson 
on  Jan.  13. 

■Met  with  the  representatives  of  the 
State  Board  of  Institutions  of  Higher 
Learning  in  Jackson  on  Jan.  13  regar- 
ding the  college’s  application  to  offer 
an  Associate  Degree  Nursing  Program 
at  the  college. 

■Attended  the  ECCC  vs.  Hinds 
basketball  game  at  Utica  on  Jan.  19. 

■Attended  a portion  of  Asbestos 
Abatement  pre-bid  conference  con- 
ducted by  Power  Management  Control 
on  Jan.  20 

■ Participated  in  the  year-end  war- 
ranty inspection  for  SB  3192 
mechanical  project  on  Jan.  20. 

■Attended  and  gave  the  Mississip- 
pi Association  of  Community  and 
Junior  College  report  at  the  regular 
monthly  meeting  of  the  State  Board  for 
Community  and  Junior  Colleges  in 
Jackson  on  Jan.  21. 

■ Represented  the  MACJC  at  a 
meeting  of  the  State  Board  for  Com- 
munity and  Junior  Colleges  in  Jackson 
on  Jan.  21. 


■ Attended  a meeting  of  the  ECCC 
President’s  Council  on  Jan.  25. 

■ Participated  in  the  House  Ap- 
propriations committee  hearing  regar- 
ding the  FY  94  community  and  junior 
college  appropriations  in  Jackson  on 
Jan.  26. 

■ Presided  at  the  regular  monthly 
meeting  of  the  MACJC,  as  well  as  the 
annual  MACJC  Legislative  Apprecia- 
tion luncheon  in  Jackson  on  Jan.  26. 

■Attended  the  Mississippi  Com- 
munity College  Foundation  meeting  in 
Jackson  on  Jan.  26. 

■Attending  a meeting  of  the  Decatur 
Volunteer  Fire  Department  as  their 
guest  on  Jan.  26. 

■Attended  the  ECCC  Most  Beautiful 
Pageant  and  the  Judges'  dinner  on 
Jan.  26. 

■Attended  the  basketball  games  at 
Co-Lin  on  Jan.  28. 

■Attended  the  regular  monthly 
meeting  of  the  Greater  Decatur 
Chamber  of  Commerce  on  Feb.  2. 

■ Delivered  remarks  for  the  BSU 
Lunch  Encounter  on  Feb.  3. 

■Conducted  a workshop  for  the 
East  Mississippi  Community  College 
district  personnel  on  the  top  “SACS  Ac- 
creditation and  Institutional  Effec- 
tiveness” at  the  Golden  Triangle 
Campus  in  Mayhew  on  Feb.  4. 

■ Attended  a Phi  Theta  Kappa  din- 
ner in  Jackson  on  Feb.  5. 

■Attended  a Lions  Club  meeting  on 
Feb.  8. 

■ Participated  in  the  regular  meeting 
of  the  officers  of  the  EC  Board  of 
Trustees  to  review  agenda  on  Feb.  9. 

■ Participated  in  the  Board  of 
Trustees  meeting  on  Feb.  9. 

■Attended  all  home  basketball 
games  during  January  and  February. 

This  is  always  a busy  time  for  all  of 
us;  however,  let  me  urge  you  to  start  the 
semester  by  putting  forth  your  best  ef- 
fort now.  East  Central  deserves  the  very 
best  you  have  to  offer  just  as  you 
deserve  the  best  East  Central  has  to 
offer. 


ECCC’s  Most  Beautiful  crowned 

Lori  Rogers  of  Walnut  Grove  was  chosen  Most  Beautiful  at  East  Central  Com- 
munity College  and  is  shown  being  crowned  by  Christine  Wood  of  Decatur, 
last  year's  titleholder.  At  right  is  Todd  Vowell  of  Louisville  who  was  selected 
Most  Handsome  by  a vote  of  the  student  body.  College  President  Eddie  M. 
Smith,  shown  at  left,  presented  Miss  Rogers  with  a bouquet  of  flowers.  The 
annual  pageant,  sponsored  by  the  yearbook  staff,  was  held  Jan.  26  in  Huff 
Auditorium.  Radio  personality  Matt  Alford  of  Forest  served  as  master  of 
ceremonies. 


Upcoming 

Events 

Feb.  11  ...  . 

Tea  for  Mrs.  Pat  Fordice 

Gospel  Choir  Valentine’s  Ball 

Feb.  12 ...  . 

VICA  competition 

Feb.  15-18  . 

Feb.  22-23  . 

Feb.  26-27 . . 

March  1-4  . . 

March  4 . . . . 

March  10  . . . 

March  12-19 

March  25  . . 

Governor’s  wife 
visits  ECCC 

Students  and  faculty  members  at 
East  Central  Community  College 
had  an  opportunity  to  meet  Mrs. 
Kirk  Fordice  recently.  Mrs.  Fordice 
visited  the  Decatur  campus  on  Feb. 
11. 

A reception  in  honor  of  the  gover- 
nor’s wife  was  held  in  the  Gordon 
Room  of  Mabry  Memorial 
Cafeteria. 


Record  enrollment 
reported  at  ECCC 

An  all-time  record  enrollment  has 
been  reported  at  East  Central  Com- 
munity College  in  Decatur,  announc- 
ed Raymond  McMullan,  Director  of 
Admissions,  Records  and  Research. 

McMullan  said  1,422  students  are 
currently  enrolled  in  day  and  even- 
ing classes,  which  surpasses  the 
previous  record  of  1402  students  who 
attended  East  Central  during  the 
1992  fall  term.  The  record  enroll- 
ment is  a 89-student  increase  as 
compared  to  the  1992  spring  atten- 
dance figure  of  1333  students. 

Included  in  the  record  enrollment 
are  853  full-time  students  and  569 
students  who  take  classes  on  a part- 
time  basis.  A total  of  443  students 
are  enrolled  in  evening  classes  of- 
fered on  the  Decatur  campus  and  at 
various  locations  in  Carthage, 
Philadelphia,  Louisville,  Forest  and 
. the  Choctaw  Reservation. 

ECCC’s  Cooper 
named  ‘Coach 
of  the  Year’ 

Coach  Marty  Cooper  of  East  Cen- 
tral Community  College  in  Decatur 
has  been  selected  the  Clarion- 
Ledger’s  Mississippi  Communi- 
ty/Junior College  Men’s  Basketball 
Coach  of  the  Year  for  1992. 

Cooper,  now  in  his  second  year  at 
the  Warrior  helm,  guided  the  1991-92 
team  to  a 28-5  record  and  a South 
Division  championship.  East  Cen- 
tral finished  runners-up  in  state 
tournament  action  and  advanced  to 
semi-final  competition  in  the  Region 
23  Tburnament.  In  recognition  of  his 
outstanding  leadership  in  his  first 
year  as  head  coach,  Cooper  was 
chosen  men’s  basketball  “Coach  of 
the  Year”  by  the  Mississippi 
Association  of  Community  and 
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Una  Harris 


The  Tom-Tom  salutes 
Miss  Una  Harris 


By  SONJA  QUINN 

Who  is  Miss  Una  Harris?  Miss 
Harris  is  someone  who  has  con- 
tributed much  to  our  college  in 
many  ways.  For  21  years  Miss  Har- 
ris taught  freshman  composition, 
sophomore  literature  and  jour- 
nalism here  at  East  Central.  In  ad- 
dition to  teaching,  she  also 
sponsored  The  Tom  Tom.  In 
November  1945,  Miss  Harris’s  first 
year  at  East  Central,  the  first  issue 
of  The  Tom  Tom  was  published.  Dur- 
ing the  following  year,  The  Tom  Tom 
became  a major  influence  on  cam- 
pus, and  under  Miss  Harris’s  spon- 
sorship the  paper  won  several 
awards  at  the  State  Press  Conven- 
tion. In  fact,  The  Tom  Tom  was  twice 
voted  Best  Community  College 
Paper  in  the  state.  Through  the 
years  The  Tom  Tom,  under  Miss 
Harris’s  leadership,  initiated  many 
projects  on  the  campus.  No  building 
on  campus  was  named  until  the 
paper  began  a campaign  to  do  so. 
Next,  the  paper  advocated  the 
building  of  a student  center,  paving 
the  tennis  courts  and  other  such 
renovations. 

In  addition  to  her  work  with  The 
Tom  Tom,  Miss  Harris  organized 
and  chaired  the  English  depart- 
ment. As  head  of  the  department, 
she  made  a great  effort  to  bring  out 
uniformity  in  what  was  taught  in  the 
classroom.  Miss  Harris  was  a 


pioneer  in  remedial  English  instruc- 
tion and  student  placement. 

Miss  Harris  was  a teacher  who 
believed  in  keeping  her  curriculum 
up  to  date  and  being  supportive  of 
cultural  and  literary  events.  She  was 
an  avid  reader  and  determined  to 
stay  informed  by  attending  con- 
ferences, both  state  and  nationally, 
conerning  the  teaching  of  English. 
Miss  Harris  also  visited  Europe 
twice,  spending  much  time  in 
England,  Ireland  and  Scotland. 

According  to  Mr.  Ovid  Vickers, 
Miss  Harris  was  a master  teacher 
and  very  helpful  to  young  teachers 
that  came  into  East  Central.  Mr. 
vickers  also  stated  that  she  was  a 
very  exacting  person  and  expected 
her  students  to  do  their  very  best. 
She  did  not  have  any  patience  with 
students  who  did  not  put  forth  their 
very  best  efforts. 

Miss  Harris,  now  in  her  early 
nineties,  resides  in  Johnson  City, 
Tenn.,  where  she  maintains  her  own 
apartment  and  continues  to  keep  in 
touch  with  many  of  her  former 
students  from  all  across  the  country. 
Former  EC  business  manager,  Mr. 
William  Haywood,  recently  visited 
Miss  Harris  and  found  her  to  be  as 
interesting  and  keen-minded  as  ever. 
Since  her  retirement,  Una  Harris 
has  kept  in  touch  with  East  Central 
and  she  continues  to  be 
remembered  by  fellow  faculty  on 
campus. 


TOM  TOM  STAFF 

Gina  Bishop 

Shawn  Massey 

David  Campbell 

Shelton  Meacham 

Kevin  Clark 

Jay  Mills 

Jaye  Jaye  Copeland 

David  Nelson 

Gregory  Cox 

Amy  Pace 

Diane  Douglas 

Wade  Phillips 

Brian  Frink 

Christy  Pierce 

Luke  Gibbon 

Sheree  Pike 

Joe  Goodwin 

Dawn  Pugh 

Paige  Griffith 

Sonja  Quinn 

Nikki  Harrison 

Stephanie  Rigdon 

Pamela  Hickman 

Stacy  Smith 

Connie  Hitt 

Shane  Sullivan 

David  Lovorn 

Clint  Wright 

Faculty  Advisor: 

Mrs.  Virginia  Pace  ’ 

The  Tom  Tom 
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ECCC  Warrior  Corps 

Members  of  the  East  Central  Community  College  Warrior  Corps,  students  who  assist  in  recruiting  and  serve  as  hosts 
and  hostesses  for  various  college  events  and  activities  include  (first  row,  from  left)  Angie  Bryan,  Walnut  Grove;  Maria 
Leach,  Sebastopol;  Michelle  Perkins,  Forest;  Cherie  Pope,  Lena;  Jennifer  Collins,  Union;  Tamra  Strebeck,  Forest; 
Sharon  Eldridge,  DeKalb;  Jennifer  Anderson,  Decatur;  Jennifer  Richmond  and  Carla  Leflore,  both  of  Carthage;  Brandi 
Parkes,  Decatur;  and  Justin  Fisher,  Conehatta;  (second  row,  from  left)  Yancey  Mason,  Philadelphia;  Stephanie  Rigdon, 
Union;  Kim  Reel,  Preston;  Dianne  Douglas,  Newton;  Misty  Nowell,  Louisville;  Amy  Pace,  Decatur;  Deirdre  Amis,  Con- 
ehatta; Leann  McMullan,  Decatur;  Leigh  Ann  Perdeye,  Philadelphia;  Keisha  Bender,  Louisville;  Kim  Goss,  Conehat- 
ta; Kaycee  Carmichael,  Meridian;  Vicky  Nixon,  Chunky;  and  (third  row,  from  left)  Kevin  Smith,  Union;  Brian  Cumberland, 
Philadelphia;  Eric  Morgan,  Carthage;  Rodney  Bost,  Collinsville;  Michael  Abel,  Sebastopol;  Chris  Croft,  Louisville; 
Nick  Pouncey,  Decatur;  and  Todd  Vowell,  Louisville.  Dr.  Gregg  Jefcoat,  academic  counselor,  serves  as  sponsor. 


Warrior  Corps  gives  new 
meaning  to  the  word  WORK 


By  KEVIN  CLARK 

If  you  were  a high  school  senior 
last  year  in  East  Central’s  district, 
chances  are  you  have  met  one  of 
these  recruiters  from  East  Central 
Community  College.  This  group  is 
called  the  Warrior  Corps.  They  are 
a group  of  East  Central  students 
selected  to  recruit  high  school 
students  and  serve  as  hosts  and 
hostesses  for  on-campus  activities. 

A panel  of  East  Central  faculty 
members  interview  prospective 
members  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  and  then  select  their  new  ad- 
bassadors.  This  year  35  members 
were  chosen  and  Jennifer  Anderson, 
Brandi  Parkes  and  Kaycee  Car- 
michael were  chosen  as  officers. 


★ Cooper 


Junior  College  Coaches. 

Cooper’s  1992-93  squad  is  also  hav- 
ing an  outstanding  season,  as  the 
Warriors— minus  five  starters  from 
last  year— posted  a 14-2  record  at  the 
Christmas  holiday  break. 

A native  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
Cooper  previously  served  as  an 
assistant  men’s  basketball  coach  at 
Miami  University  in  Oxford,  Ohio, 
and  at  Armstrong  State  College  in 
Savannah,  Ga. 

He  received  a bachelor’s  degree 
from  Rio  Grande  College  in  Ohio 
and  a master’s  degree  from  Miami 
University. 

Cooper  is  married  to  the  former 
Jennifer  Higgins  of  Cincinatti  who 
also  serves  as  a team  assistant. 


Right  after  these  members  are 
selected,  recruiting  trips  begin. 

Two  Warrior  Corps  members  are 
accompanied  by  an  East  Central 
faculty  member  on  these  trips.  The 
faculty  member  talks  to  the  seniors 
about  academic  and  financial  re- 
quirements and  shows  a recruiting 
film.  Then  the  Warrior  Corps 
members  speak  to  the  students 
about  why  they  chose  to  come  to 
East  Central  and  to  inform  the 
students  about  dorm  life  and  on 
campus  activities  such  as  dances, 
intramurals  and  other  events. 

Warrior  Corps  members  also 
work  as  hosts  and  hostesses  for  on 
campus  activities.  They  have  serv- 
ed at  the  dinner  theater  in  the  fall 
and  in  the  hospitality  room  at  home 
basketball  games.  Warrior  Corps 
members  assist  in  giving  the  ACT 
test  to  high  school  students  also. 

These  recruiters  also  work  all 
over  the  campus  on  Senior  Day.  On 
Jan.  16,  East  Central  hosted  an 
athletic  recruiting  day  in  which  high 
school  students  interested  in  playing 
sports  at  East  Central,  came  with 
their  parents  to  tour  the  campus. 
Warrior  Corps  provided  the  tours  of 
the  campus. 

The  Warrior  Corps  members  are 
planning  to  take  a break  from  all  the 
work  over  spring  holidays  when  they 
take  a trip  to  Boone,  North  Carolina 
for  snow  skiing.  This  will  be  a fun- 
filled  week,  but  as  soon  as  the 
holidays  end,  the  work  starts  again. 

This  group  of  students  is  very 
dedicated  and  hard-working  under 
the  leadership  of  Dr.  Greg  Jefcoat 
who  serves  as  advisor  for  this  elite 
group  of  student  recruiters.  So  next 
time  you  wonder  how  East  Central 


increases  its  enrollment  every  year, 
you  will  know  that  the  Warrior 
Corps  have  a major  part  in  it. 


Attention  poets 

The  National  Library  of  Poetry 
has  announced  that  $12,000  in  prizes 
will  be  awarded  this  year  to  over  250 
poets  in  the  North  American  Open 
Poetry  Contest.  The  deadline  for  the 
contest  is  March  31,  1993.  The  con- 
test is  open  to  everyone  and  entry  is 
free. 

Any  poet,  whether  previously 
published  or  not,  can  be  a winner. 
Every  poem  entered  also  has  a 
chance  to  be  published  in  a deluxe, 
hardbound  anthology. 

Tb  enter,  send  ONE  original  poem, 
any  subject  and  any  style,  to  the  Na- 
tional Library  of  Poetry,  11419 
Cronridge  Dr.,  P.  0.  Box  704-XC,  Ow- 
ings  Mills,  MD  21117.  The  poem 
should  be  no  more  than  20  lines,  and 
the  poet’s  name  and  address  should 
appear  on  the  top  of  the  page.  En- 
tries musCbe  postmarked  by  March 
31,  1993.  A new  contest  opens  April 
1,  1993. 
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EC  students  write  on  ■■■ 


This  strange  disease  of  modern  life 


By  J.  S.  MILLS 


I was  sitting  in  my  room  the  other 
day,  and  I realized  how  much  junk 
we  have  in  our  air,  and  I am  not  talk- 
ing about  pollution  or  mutated  birds 
or  anything  such  as  that. 

In  my  very  own  house  I have  a 
laser,  several  devices  that  emit 
radio  waves  and  just  as  many  that 
receive  them,  two  or  three  contrap- 
tions that  emit  infra  red  radiation, 
another  that  emits  micro  radiation, 
and  tens  of  volts  running  throughout 
the  walls  and  ceilings.  CD  players, 
radios,  TVs,  remote  controls, 
microwave  ovens,  electric  wiring- 
all  these  modern  instruments  of 
comfort  may  be  creating  anything 
but. 

How  long  has  any  of  this  mess 
been  around?  Surely  not  long 
enough  to  find  out  if  the  next  genera- 
tion, OUR  CHILDREN,  will  be  af- 
fected by  such  strange  things 
traveling  to  and  fro  through  the  air. 
I am  sure  most  parents  would  be 
worried  if  their  child  painted  their 


hair  orange,  but  what  if  they  were 
born  that  way? 

But  I am  like  the  multitude— I 
radiate  my  food;  I laser  my  music; 
I let  a countless  number  of  radio  sta- 
tions and  TV  channels  and  CB  chan- 
nels run  through  my  body;  I send 
out  those  UV  rays  toward  the  TV  and 
stereo  before  I would  ever  get  up  and 
actually  inconvenience  myself  and 
do  it  manually  ; so  who  am  I to  com- 


plain about  this?  No  one.  Because 
right  now  I am  sitting  at  a computer 
lazily  typing  this  with  a dictionary 
in  my  lap— at  least  I don’t  have  an 
electronic  dictionary— yet.  But  I 
guess  the  only  way  to  avoid  all  this 
is  to  go  live  with  the  Amish— but 
wouldn’t  that  be  a dull  life  without 
all  this  neat  stuff? 

*From  Self-Dependance,  Matthew 
Arnold. 


A visit  from  Cupid 


By  STEPHANIE  RIGDON  and 
SHAWN  MASSEY 

Valentine’s  Day  is  the  celebration 
of  romance  shared  between 
sweethearts  everywhere.  This  day, 
observed  on  Feb.  14th,  is  a time  for 
people  to  express  their  love,  not  on- 
ly to  friends  and  family,  but  also  to 
that  “special  someone.’’  Are  you  ex- 
pecting a token  of  love  from  your 


And,  after  a much-awaited  return... 


By  J.  S.  MILLS 


Before  writing  this  article,  I ac- 
tually had  the  intentions  to  go  out 
and  really  research  my  topic,  for 
once,  in  order  to  be  able  to  com- 
municate in  a competent  and  ac- 
curate manner.  Well,  I did  a little 
research— and  let  me  stress  little — 
but  I actually  tried.  That  is  all  that 
counts,  right? 

But  my  topic  is  on  people  who 
have  once  attended  East  Central, 
left  for  a four-year  university,  and 
came  back  for  a second  time  to  EC. 
Do  you  know  how  hard  it  is  to  find 
these  people? 

I have  left  notes  on  cars,  messages 
on  answering  machines,  beeped  a 
couple  of  doctors-to-be,  and  have 
even  talked  to  one  guy’s  agent— but 
these  people  are  not  talking.  Final- 
ly, after  a small  monetary  incentive, 
I have  found  one  such  person  that 
was  willing  to  talk,  if  I met  his 
guidelines:  1.  Money,  of  course  (to 
be  exact,  new  twenties  in  a black 
suitcase  near  the  dumpsters— I’m 
goin’  to  try  to  beat  him  there  and 
steal  it  back);  2.  Not  let  anyone 
know  of  his/her  true  identity  (I  gave 
his  gender  away  twice  in  this  very 
sentence) ; 3.  Alter  his  voice  elec- 
tronically so  it  could  not  be  recogniz- 
ed (Mrs.  Pace  did  not  think  that  the 
“talking  paper”  idea  I thought  of 
was  within  the  paper  staff’s  budget, 
so  disregard  #3);  and  4.  Tell  the 
truth  so  all  can  know  (if  you’ve  ever 
read  anything  I have  written,  you 
know  how  you  can  believe  every 
word). 

So  here  it  is,  the  moment  we  all 
have  been  waiting  for:  the 
transcript  of  my  interview  with  Mr. 
“Ex”  MSU. 

J:  “So,  can  I call  you  Mr.  X?” 

X:  “Sure.” 


J.  “All  right,  let’s  get  to  it— why  ya 
back?” 

X:  “Well  J,  for  many  reasons— 
good  reasons.  For  one  thing,  EC’s 
tuition  is  much  lower  than  that  of  a 
four  year  U.” 

J:  “Really?  Whoa,  I just  liked  it 
here,  for  the  numerous  parking 
spaces.  Tell  me  more.” 

X:  “Also,  here  you  have  that 
home-type  feeling— you  know  a lot  of 
people.  Up  there,  you  just  sit  around 
thinking  about  how  much  you  miss 
your  friends,  when  you  ain’t 
partying— and  you  can’t  party  as 
much  since  your  mind  is  still  on 
EC.” 

J : “Trippin’,  you  mean  you  don’t 
get  to  party  much  up  here?  I might 
just  stay  here.” 

X:  “That’s  right,  J.  The  classes  at 
EC  are  so  close-knit,  it’s  just  like 
you’re  with  your  buddies  all  the 
time.” 

J : “Man,  I never  thought  of  it  that 
way.  Those  all  sound  like  good 
reasons  to  be  back— heck,  why  don’t 
we  all  just  stay.” 

X:  “Sounds  good  to  me— EC  of- 
fers many  different  programs  of 
study,  one  that  might  even  fit  you, 
J.” 

J:  “Aw,  man,  I need  some  pro- 
gram of  study,  since  I seem  to  have 
a problem  of  programming  myself 
to  study.” 

Well,  there  you  have  it,  folks— you 
could  not  ask  for  better  reasons  to 
come  back— or  stay  for  an  infinite 
length  of  time.  As  a matter  of  fact, 
I think  there  might  be  two  science 
courses  I have  not  taken  yet— now  I 
can’t  miss  out  on  them,  can  I?” 

DISCLAIMER:  The  interview 
person  was  not  a member  of  the  EC 
recruiting  staff— BUT,  if  there  are 
any  openings,  he  said  you  could  get 
to  him  through  me. 


special  someone?  These  tokens  vary 
from  a simple  card  to  more 
elaborate  gifts  of  gold  and 
diamonds. 

Valentine’s  Day  was  celebrated  as 
early  as  the  1400’s  in  England.  The 
tales  of  its  beginning  range  from 
women  engaging  in  customary 
rituals  in  order  to  find  their  lifelong 
mate  to  the  myth  of  Cupid  shooting 
his  arrow  into  the  hearts  of  star- 
crossed  lovers.  Some  experts  link 
Valentine’s  Day  to  St.  Val^itine  of 
the  early  Christian  church.  He 
became  a martyr  for  the  young 
lovers  in  Rome.  He  disobeyed  the 
emperor’s  command  and  secretly 
married  many  young  couples.  He 
was  executed  for  his  crimes  of  the 
heart  on  February  the  14th,  269  AD. 
Still  others  view  the  origin  of  Valen- 
tine’s Day  as  a time  when  single 
men  or  women  searched  for  the 
companion  of  their  dreams.  One 
early  custom  was  to  write  women’s 
names  on  slips  of  paper,  and  the  one 
drawn  from  the  jar  would  become 
his  Valentine. 

However,  Valentine’s  Day  has  a 
completely  different  meaning  to 
Americans  today.  This  day  sym- 
bolizes the  expression  of  love  shared 
between  couples.  It  also  signifies  the 
importance  of  a peaceful  brotherly 
love  that  should  exemplify  the  feel- 
ings shared  by  people  throughout 
the  world. 


NON-TRADITIONAL  STUDENT  CORNER 


My  name  is  Tammy  Ferguson, 
and  I am  a non-traditional  student. 
My  first  goal  when  I decided  to  at- 
tend college  in  1990  was  to  take  some 
technical  courses  that  would  allow 
me  to  enter  the  workforce  with  a 
one-year  word  processing  cer- 
tificate. I went  to  work  one  month 
after  graduation.  I enjoyed  my  job, 
but  after  getting  a taste  of  college, 
I knew  I wanted  to  further  my 
education.  After  talking  with  my 
husband  and  finding  out  that  he  was 
behind  me  totally,  I decided  to 
return  to  college  in  August  of  1992. 

My  new  major  is  business 
technology  education.  The  faculty 
and  staff  at  East  Central  have  been 
great.  It  almost  scares  me  when  I 
think  of  my  transfer  to  southern  in 
the  fall. 

When  I first  attended  East  Central 
Community  College  in  1990 1 did  not 
like  to  be  called  a non-traditional 
student.  It  made  me  feel  old.  But, 
after  trying  to  attend  college,  be  a 
wife  and  mother  of  two  small 
children,  it  is  a title  well-earned.  My 
studies,  housework  and  quality  time 
with  my  children  and  husband  are 
in  conflict  many  times  a week,  but 
I know  when  I am  holding  that 
degree  in  my  hand  that  I will  honest- 
ly be  able  to  say  that  it  was  all  worth 
it.  East  Central  Community  College 
has  been  a wonderful  experience. 


Volunteers  are 
needed  to  help 
file  tax  returns 

The  Internal  Revenue  Service  is 
looking  for  volunteers  to  help  people 
file  tax  returns.  Anyone  wishing  to 
learn  a skill,  give  something  to  the 
community  and  control  the  number 
of  hours  contributed,  the  IRS 
Volunteer  Tax  Assistance  Program 
may  have  just  the  opportunity  you 
are  looking  for. 

VITA  is  a program  that  involves 
community  volunteers  to  help  peo- 
ple who  need  assistance  in  filling  out 
their  tax  returns.  In  addition  to  ac- 
tually completing  the  simpler  tax 
forms  for  taxpayers,  volunteers  ex- 
plain the  special  credits  and  deduc- 
tions people  may  claim  and 
calculate  any  refund  that  may  be 
due  them. 

VITA  can  be  sponsored  by  local 
civic  or  fraternal  organizations, 
educational  institutions,  churches, 
social  groups,  etc.  Free  tax  help  is 
provided  at  malls,  libraries,  chur- 
ches and  other  convenient 
neighborhood  locations. 

Individuals  and  organizations  in- 
terested in  volunteering  in  their 
communities  are  encouraged  to  call 
June  Pace,  IRS  Taxpayer  Education 
Coordinator,  at  (601)965-1142.  To  call 
toll-free,  dial  1-800-829-1040  and  ask 
to  be  transferred  to  the  Volunteer 
and  Education  Office  in  Jackson, 
Mississippi.  lhx  practitioners  in- 
terested in  volunteering  should  in- 
quire about  possible  CPE  credit  for 
volunteer  efforts  throughout  VITA. 


Jim  L.  Blackburn 

Blackburn  joins 
East  Central  staff 

Jim  L.  Blackburn  of  Newton  has 
been  named  electronic  technology 
instructor  at  East  Central  Com- 
imunity  College  in  Decatur,  announc- 
ed Dr.  Eddie  M.  Smith,  college 
president. 

Blackburn,  who  began  his  duties 
in  January,  1993,  was  previously 
employed  as  a pattern  maker  for 
Soule  Steam  Feed  Works  in  Meri- 
dian. He  earlier  served  as  a systems 
maintenance  technician  at 
Magnolia  Business  Systems  in  Pearl 
where  he  received  extensive  ex- 
perience in  electronic  repair  and 
service.  He  was  also  formerly 
employed  at  Peavey  Electronics  in 
Decatur. 

He  has  been  actively  involved  in 
Boy  Scouts.  He  is  a previous  reci- 
pient of  the  Eagle  Scout  badge. 

Blackburn  is  a graduate  of 
Newton  High  School  and  East  Cen- 
tral Community  College.  At  East 
Central,  he  received  an  associate  in 
appliced  science  degree  in  elec- 
tronic technology. 

He  is  married  to  the  former  Karen 
Moulds  of  Newton  and  they  have  a 
daughter,  Amanda. 


Women’s  softball?  at  EC? 


By  WADE  PHILLIPS 

Yes,  you  read  right,  East  Central 
has  added  another  sport.  The  Dia- 
mond Lady  Warriors  will  make  their 
debut  on  March  4,  the  first  game  of 
20  for  them. 

Intramural  director  Mike  Ander- 
son will  double  as  coach  for  the  Lady 
Warriors,  and  he  is  carefully  op- 
timistic. “I  don’t  have  any  set  goals, 
except  not  to  get  blown  out  of  any 
games.  I think  we’ll  be  competitive,” 
remarked  Coach  Anderson.  This 
will  only  be  the  second  year  for 
organized  women’s  softball  in 
Mississippi’s  junior  and  communi- 
ty college  system.  East  Central  will 
compete  in  the  four  team  North 
Division  against  Hinds,  Itawamba 
and  Mississippi  Delta.  The  South 
Division  will  also  be  composed  of 
four  teams:  Jones,  Gulf  Coast,  Pearl 
River,  and  Co-Lin.  The  top  three 
teams  from  each  division  will  ad- 
vance to  state  tournament  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  regular  season. 

Girls  were  asked  to  sign  up  to 


tryout  last  semester  and  18  players 
made  the  final  cut,  including  four 
who  won’t  be  able  to  compete  until 
the  conclusion  of  the  Lady  Warrior’s 
basketball  season.  Although  this 
season’s  team  is  strictly  walk-on, 
scholarships  will  be  awarded 
beginnning  next  year. 

Although  it’s  only  the  first  year  for 
the  Lady  Warriors,  don’t  expect 
them  to  be  a pushover.  Most  of  the 
team  members  have  experience  in 
organized  softball,  many  competed 
for  their  high  school  or  local  sum- 
mer league  teams.  Since  the  other 
schools  in  the  state  are  only  in  their 
second  year,  the  competition  level 
should  not  be  over  East  Central’s 
head.  ‘But,”  said  Coach  Anderson, 
“it  will  be  a major  accomplishemnt 
to  reach  the  state  tournament.” 

Women’s  softball  has  finally  ar- 
rived at  East  Central,  and  athletic 
Warrior  girls  can  finally  get  out  of 
the  gym  or  dorm  for  a little  outdoor 
athletic  stimulation.  So,  beginning 
March  4,  let’s  cheer  on  our  latest  ad- 
dition to  the  East  Central  athletic 
tradition! 


SOFTBALL  ROSTER 

Spring  1993 


12 

Migkha  McDonald 

Newton 

1 

Debbie  Robinson 

Newton 

17 

Ocean  Moore 

Philadelphia 

6 

Denise  Benn 

Philadelphia 

18 

Stacey  Smith 

Decatur 

16 

Rebecca  Stevens 

Decatur 

13 

Dana  McGivney 

Carthage 

14 

Jill  Johnson 

Carthage 

5 

Gina  Bishop 

Carthage 

8 

Kim  Reel 

Nanih  Waiya 

2 

Tara  Johnson 

Walnut  Grove 

7 

Kim  Rayburn 

Louisville 

11 

Tina  Coleman 

Louisville 

3 

Sara  Hollingsworth 

Philadelphia 

19 

Memory  Hunter 

Philadelphia 

7992-93  EC  baseball  team 

Members  of  the  1992-93  East  Central  baseball  team  include,  first  row,  from  left,  Graham  Carleton,  Chris  Latham, 
Mike  Petyak,  Tom  Choinere,  John  Herrington,  Brad  Perry,  Lee  Eady,  Daniel  Landry;  second  row,  from  left,  Bob 
Templetpe,  Greg  Vance,  Mark  .Stovall,  Roger  Caperton,  Keith  Dailey,  Mark  Fanning,  Eddie  Whitmire,  Gresham  For- 
tune and  Chris  Vowell;  third  row,  from  left,  Jason  Roberson,  Lenny  Laughlin,  Scotty  Dumas,  Todd  Vowell,  Jamie  Mor- 
row, Luke  Gibbon,  Brandon  Gray  and  Shannon  Cooley. 


See  page  5 for  baseball  schedule 


m i 

I 

,11  M | 

1 

\ o n\\  1 

r 

vHr 

Vft  * 

Softball  team 


ECCC  basketball  cheerleaders 


Members  of  the  1993  Lady  Warrior  softball  team  are,  front  row,  from  left,  Rebec- 
ca Stevens,  Debbie  Robinson,  Stacey  Smith,  Tara  Johnson  and  Tina  Coleman. 
Back  row,  from  left,  Kim  Reel,  Gina  Bishop,  Jill  Johnson,  Migkha  McDonald, 
Dana  McGivney,  Denise  Ben  and  Kim  Rayburn. 


Leading  cheers  for  the  East  Central  Community  College  basketball  teams  for  the  1993-93  campaign  are,  kneeling 
from  left,  Mike  Stokes  of  Carthage  and  Kirk  Weems  of  Newton;  and  standing,  from  left,  Pam  Boatner  of  Carthage 
Susan  McCann  of  Sebastopol,  Jill  Graham  and  Jill  Willis,  both  of  Philadelphia,  and  Carree  Tucker  of  Carthage.  Kelly 
Bridgman  serves  as  sponsor. 
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Win  intramural  title 

A team  called  “Fly  Shooters”  captured  top  honors  in  the  3-on-3  intramural 
basketball  competition  at  East  Central  Community  College.  Squad  members 
include,  from  left,  Greg  Vance,  Little  Rock;  Gresham  Fortune,  Walnut  Grove; 
and  Daniel  Landry,  Plaquemine,  La. 


Beauties  and  beaus  selected 


January  26,  1993  was  a big  night 
on  the  East  Central  campus  as  fif- 
teen lovely  ladies  competed  for  the 
title  of  Most  Beautiful.  Claiming  this 
year’s  title  was  Miss  Lori  Rogers, 
daughter  of  Dale  and  Penny  Rogers 
of  Walnut  Grove. 

Competition  began  with  the  con- 
testant interviews  where  judges  met 
with  the  girls  on  an  individual  basis 
and  asked  general  questions.  This 
gave  the  judges  the  opportunity  to 


view  the  contestants  up  close,  as 
well  as  judge  their  poise. 

The  second  phase  of  competition 
was  the  on-stage  evening  gown.  Dur- 
ing this  part  of  the  program,  the 
contestants  were  escorted  by  the 
five  beaus  who  had  been  previously 
selected  by  the  student  body  in  a 
general  election. 

Named  as  beaus  were  Daniel  Lan- 
dry and  Bob  Templet,  both  pre- 
nursing majors  from  Plaquemine, 


La.;  Robbie  Pierce,  an  agriculture 
major  from  Decatur;  Kirk  Weems, 
a liberal  arts  major  from  Newton; 
and  Todd  Vowell,  a business  ad- 
minstration  major  from  Louisville 
who  was  named  most  handsome. 

Mrs.  Leesa  Lee  Wilkinson  served 
as  pageant  coordinator  for  this 
event.  Judges  were  Sally  Ann 
Timothy,  Jill  Aycock  and  Erica 
Johnson. 


Claiming  the  runner-up  spot  in  the  3-on-3  intramural  basketball  competition 
at  East  Central  Community  College  were  the  above  members  of  a team  call- 
ed “Mad  Dogs.”  Kneeling,  from  left,  are  Tate  Salter,  Jason  Reynolds,  Chad 
Clark  and  Brandon  Gray,  all  of  Philadelphia. 


Saturday,  Feb.  27 

Holmes 

There 

12  p.m. 

Tuesday,  March  2 

Shoals 

Home 

3 p.m. 

Wednesday,  March  3 

Shoals 

Home 

2 p.m. 

Friday,  March  5 

Wallace 

Home 

3 p.m. 

Saturday,  March  6 

Wallace 

Home 

12  p.m. 

Monday,  March  8 

Crowley’s  Ridge 

Home 

3 p.m. 

Tuesday,  March  9 

Crowley’s  Ridge-1 

Home 

2 p.m.* 

Thursday,  March  11 

Holmes 

Home 

3 p.m. 

Saturday,  March  13 

Hinds 

Home 

3 p.m. 

Sunday,  March  14 

ltawamba-1 

There 

2 p.m.* 

Monday,  March  15 

Itawamba 

There 

12:30  p.m 

Sunday,  March  21 

Iowa  Western-1 

Home 

2 p.m.* 

Wednesday,  March  24 

Jones 

There 

1 p.m. 

Friday,  March  26 

Iowa  Western-1 

Home 

6 p.m.* 

Saturday,  March  27 

Gulf  Coast 

Home 

3 p.m. 

Tuesday,  March  30 

Pearl  River 

There 

3 p.m. 

Saturday,  April  3 

Co-Lin 

There 

1 p.m. 

Monday,  April  5 

East  MS 

There 

2 p.m. 

Wednesday,  April  7 

Southwest 

Home 

3 p.m. 

Friday,  April  9 

Mary  Holmes-1 

Home 

12  p.m.* 

Tuesday,  April  13 

Hinds 

There 

1 p.m. 

Thursday,  April  15 

Mary  Holmes-1 

Louisville 

7 p.m.* 

Saturday,  April  17 

Jones 

Home 

4 p.m. 

Monday,  April  19 

East  MS 

Home 

4 p.m. 

Wednesday,  April  21 

Gulfcoast 

There 

4 pm. 

Saturday,  April  24 

Pearl  River 

Home 

4 p.m. 

Tuesday,  April  27 

Co-Lin 

Home 

4 p.m. 

Saturday,  May  1 

Southwest 

There 

4 p.m. 

ECCC  beauties,  beaus 

Beauties  and  beaus  selected  at  East  Central  Community  College  for  1993  include  (front  row,  from  left)  beauties  Cara 
Matlock  of  Hickory  and  Shellie  Griffin  of  Union;  Most  Beautiful  Lori  Rogers  of  Walnut  Grove;  beauties  Dana  Herr- 
ington of  Union  and  Carree  Tucker  of  Carthage;  and  (back  row,  from  left)  beaus  Daniel  Landry  of  Plaquemine,  La., 
and  Robbie  Pierce  of  Union;  Most  Handsome  Todd  Vowell  of  Louisville;  and  beaus  Bob  Templet  of  Plaquemine,  La., 
and  Kirk  Weems  of  Newton.  The  annual  pageant,  sponsored  by  the  yearbook  staff,  was  held  Jan.  26  in  Huff  Auditorium. 
Radio  personality  Matt  Alford  of  Forest  served  as  master  of  ceremonies. 


ECCC  Concert  Choir 

Pictured  are  members  of  the  East  Central  Community  Concert  Choir  who  recently  presented  their  fall  Choral  Con- 
cert on  the  Decatur  campus.  The  group  has  also  performed  at  district  high  schools  for  various  programs  throughout 
the  fall  term.  Charles  Hinson,  standing  at  left,  serves  as  choir  director  and  Leesa  Wilkinson  provides  piano  acccom- 
paniment.  Choir  members  include,  first  row,  from  left,  Angie  Thrash,  Morton;  Kelli  Myers,  Forest-  Carla  Rushinq 
Noxapater;  Maria  Leach,  Sebastopol;  Michelle  Perkins,  Forest;  Jennifer  yialone,  Carthage;  Tara  Young  Noxapater 
second  row,  from  left,  Kimbery  Stephens  and  Kelly  Keeton,  both  of  Morten;  Melanie  Freshour  and  Cindy  Callahan’ 
both  of  Forest;  Rynthia  Anthony,  Sebastopol;  Anna  Kerr,  Newton;  Marianne  Bamberg  apd  Amy  Service,  both  of  Decatur 
and  third  row,  from  left,  Jason  White,  Morton;  Robert  Evans,  Newton;  David  Campbell  and  Sid  McNeil’  both  of  Decatur’ 
Scott  Gregory,  Me;  Hook  Hartos.  Decotur;  Shone  Sullion.  Louisville;  John  stonsboty.  Mohon  ond  Le  S' 
Forest.  Not  pictured  is  Christopher  Willis  of  Conehatta.  S’ 
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East  Central  announces  fall  semester  honor  rolt 


Students  named  to  the  1992  fall 
semester  honor  roll  have  been  an- 
nounced at  East  Central  Communi- 
ty College  in  Decatur,  according  to 
Raymond  McMullan,  Director  of 
Admissions,  Records  and  Research. 

McMullan  said  the  college  honor 
roll  includes  students  selected  on  the 
President’s  List,  Dean’s  List  and 
those  receiving  Honorable  Mention 
recognition. 

The  President’s  List  includes 
students  with  a perfect  4.0  grade 
point  average.  Those  named  to  the 
Dean’s  List  earned  a 3.5  grade  point 
average  or  above  and  students 
chosen  on  the  Honorable  Mention 
List  achieved  at  least  a 3.0  grade 
point  average. 

Students  named  to  each  list  and 
their  place  of  residence  include  the 
following: 

PRESIDENT’S  LIST 

LEAKE  COUNTY:  Chris  S. 
Ballenger,  Terry  Banks,  Stacy  L. 
Bryan  and  Patti  Michelle  Faulkner, 
all  of  Carthage;  and  Johnny  B. 
Thomas  and  Melandy  Leann 
Thomas,  both  of  Lena. 

NESHOBA  COUNTY:  Connie 
Brewer,  Linda  K.  Houston,  Stacy 
Lynn  Hurtt,  Christopher  S.  Par- 
tridge, Oliver  Andy  Saveli  and  Dana 
Virginia  Winstead,  all  of 
Philadelphia. 

NEWTON  COUNTY:  Jacob 
Lamar  Addy,  Jennifer  Leigh  Ander- 
son, James  M.  Crapse,  Rhonda 
Loper  Griffin,  Brandi  Crystal 
Parkes,  Lynda  L.  Reeves,  Stacey 
Denise  Smith  and  Christopher  Lee 
Spears,  all  of  Decatur;  Luis  C. 
Ayllon,  Hickory;  Larry  Burkhalter, 
William  Donald  Collins,  Dianne  H. 
Douglas,  Lori  Harrell  Jones  and 
Sammie  Jean  Jones,  all  of  Newton; 
Patsy  Skinner  Chisolm,  Terry 
Jerome  Dearing,  Deborah  Clark 
French,  Stephanie  Vance  Gomez, 
Scott  Anthony  Hancock,  John 
Christopher  Lopez,  Velma  Smith 
Rainer,  Cynthia  Kay  Thompson,  and 
Tammy  Saveli  Williams,  all  of 
Union;  Angel  Christina  Gressett, 
Chunky;  Linda  Carol  Hill,  Jessica 
Jillene  Myers  and  Marcia  Lee 
Shelley,  all  of  Conehatta ; and  Karen 
Sue  White,  Little  Rock. 

SCOTT  COUNTY:  Cindy  Gay 
Callahan,  Jackie  Ann  Carl,  Lillian 
Qualls  Curry,  Merri  Zoe  Giles,  and 
Rodney  Lashawn  Lyles,  all  of 
.Forest;  Lynnetta  Carol  Cooksey, 
Lake;  Rochelle  Gunn  Gaddis  and 
Derrick  Paul  Tucker,  both  of 
Harperville;  Penny  Michelle 
Koehne  and  Gregory  Guy  McGarri- 
ty,  both  of  Sebastopol;  and  Rochelle 
Mandi  Sessums,  Morton. 

WINSTON  COUNTY:  John 
Thomas  Haggard,  Cynthia  Eaves 
Hemphill,  Betty  Jean  Love,  Sharon 
J.  Rogers,  Kineta  Lacristie  Sherrod, 
Billy  Jean  Wooley,  and  Tracy  O. 
Wragg,  all  of  Louisville;  Jimmy  W. 
Parker,  Noxapater;  and  Kimberly 
Ann  Reel,  Preston. 

OUT-OF-DISTRICT 

CLARKE  COUNTY:  John  T. 
Kipte  of  Quitman. 

JASPER  COUNTY:  Charles  L. 
Chatham  of  Rose  Hill. 

KEMPER  COUNTY:  Casey  Rae 
Clifton  and  Sharon  Kay  Eldridge, 
both  of  DeKalb. 

LAUDERDALE  COUNTY: 
Cherie  Brown  McCall  and  Rometa 
Jeannette  Wade,  both  of  Meridian. 

OUT-OF-STATE 

LOUISIANA:  Jamie  Lee  Morrow 
of  Harvey. 


DEAN’S  LIST 

LEAKE  COUNTY:  Anna  Marie 
Babb,  Carla  Renea  Leflore,  Joel 
Wayne  Pickel,  Joseph  Joffre 
Renaud,  Jennifer  Gail  Richmond, 
Melissa  Ann  Roberson,  Paul  Rene 
Rowe,  Angela  Marie  Tate,  Kim  D. 
Thornton  and  Edith  Stuart  Vowell, 
all  of  Carthage;  and  Cyndi  Lynn 
Ballenger,  Michael  Glenn  Lathem, 
Jayson  Scott  Rudolph  and  Brownie 
Sparkman,  all  of  Walnut  Grove. 

NESHOBA  COUNTY:  Robert 
Ernest  Courtney,  Jay  W. 
Fortenberry,  Yancey  Kay  Mason, 
Jacob  Peltoniemi,  Leigh  Ann 
Perdeye,  Kasey  Danielle  Townsend, 
Chris  Everette  Vowell,  Alan  Wayne 
Williamson  and  Lana  Jill  Willis,  all 
of  Philadelphia. 

NEWTON  COUNTY:  Cynthia 
Weaver  Bennett,  Tracy  Rena 
Blackburn,  Mario  M.  Brown,  Sue 
Butts  Hall,  Monteel  Mashberg, 
Hazel  Leann  McMullan,  Sidney 
Leon  McNeil,  Janice  Lynn  Mills, 
Amy  Teresa  Pace,  Christy  R.  Pierce, 
Rebecca  Milling  Stevens,  all  of 
Decatur;  James  Mark  Fanning  and 
Tammy  L.  Ferguson,  both  of 
Hickory;  Amy  Elizabeth  Garvin, 
Raye  Lynn  Girard,  Monica  Sherrelle 
Logan,  Jennifer  Rebecca  Loper, 
Vanessa  Lynn  McKee,  David  Reed 
Pitts,  Jeanette  Strait,  Kevin  De- 
wayne  Thweatt,  Lisa  Deshun  Walker 
and  Marvin  Dewitt  Walker,  all  of 
Newton;  Justin  Lin  Fisher,  Frances 
Darnell  Isaac  and  Leslie  Anne  Lang, 
all  of  Conehatta ; Kevin  E.  French, 
Jimmy  Brandon  Gray,  Heather 
Deeanne  Jones,  Melissa  A.  Jordan, 
Donnie  Allen  Massey,  Cathy  Lee 
Meador,  Justin  Wade  Phillips, 
Stephanie  Renee  Rigdon,  James 
David  Tterrell  and  Terry  Astus  Wood- 
son,  all  of  Union;  Tina  Rogers  Lit- 
tle, Chunky;  and  Constance  A.  Hitt, 
Theresa  Danette  Matlock,  Sheila  F. 
McDill  and  Mercend  Leigh  Moore, 
all  of  Little  Rock. 

SCOTT  COUNTY:  Margo  Lynn 
Archie  and  Nena  Lee  Robinson,  both 
of  Lake;  Christopher  Shannon 
Busby,  Morton;  and  Pamela  Gloria 
Johnson,  Stacy  M.  Johnson,  Mike 
Wayne  Kennedy,  Melissa  Eve  Ses- 
sion and  Nakeshia  Rochell  Strong, 
all  of  Forest. 

WINSTON  COUNTY:  Contina 
Lashurn  Coleman,  Joseph 
Christopher  Croft,  Karen  Lynn  Hill, 
Philip  Lewis  Hill,  John  Payton  Hut- 
to, Leigh  Ann  Livingston,  Sonja 
Michelle  Quinn,  Robert  Clayton 
Ward,  and  Chasity  Diane  White,  all 
of  Louisville;  and  Sheila  Blackwood 
Harvel,  Christie  Lovorn  and  Mistie 
Lynn  Robinson,  all  of  Noxapater. 

OUT-OF-DISTRICT 
AMITE  COUNTY:  Melissa  Ann 
Thomas  of  Gloster. 

JASPER  COUNTY:  Jennifer 
Smith  Collins  of  Rose  Hill. 

LAUDERDALE  COUNTY:  G.  B. 
Mitchell  and  Katherine  Shadoin  Sar- 
tin,  both  of  Meridian. 

LINCOLN  COUNTY:  Michael 
James  Petyak  of  Brookhaven. 

WARREN  COUNTY:  Marion 
Becky  Martin  of  Vicksburg. 

OUT-OF-STATE 

ALABAMA : Stacy  Miller  of  Tbx- 
ey  and  Regina  Marlene  Nichols  of 
Woodstock. 

HONORABLE  MENTION 
LEAKE  COUNTY:  Stacie 
Michelle  Adams,  Billy  Joe  Alford, 
Keith  Marshall  Brown,  Christopher 
L.  Burkes,  Beth  A.  Leslie,  Jennifer 
Lynn  Lofton,  Eric  Lecren  Morgan, 


Stewart  Keith  Parker,  Edward 
Ralph  Sanders,  John  Mark  Sullivan, 
and  Robert  Hugh  Thornton,  all  of 
Carthage;  Jason  Matthew  Allen, 
David  Wayne  Jordan,  Jason  Brad- 
ford McKee,  and  Penny  Teresa 
Rogers,  all  of  Walnut  Grove;  and 
Melissa  Gail  Johnston  and  Dana 
Cherie  Pope,  both  of  Lena. 

NESHOBA  COUNTY:  Emily 
Christina  Alford,  Laura  Dean  An- 
thony, Gary  Scott  Battle,  Tanya 
Dawn  Beckham,  Floyd  A.  Bozeman, 
Carolyn  S.  Comby,  Martha  Joyce 
Cumberland,  Michael  P.  Dan,  Lor- 
ria  Frazier  Dixon,  Tanya  Rachell 
Durant,  Doris  Sharp  Edwards, 
Marley  Shea  Griffin,  Emily 
Catherine  Guderian,  John  Elliott 
Herrington,  Thomas.  Edmond 
Holland,  Tayaneka  Rickson  Kearns, 
Robert  Bruce  Lee,  Janie  Merita 
Lovern,  Barry  Wayne  Madison, 
Jason  Charles  Martin,  Jerry  Shayne 
Martin,  Derri  Lynn  Mason,  Donnie 
Wayne  Montgomery,  Ocean  Pearl 
Moore,  Joan  Alice  Murphy,  Aman- 
da Jilcaprice  Posey,  Mark  A. 
Samuel,  Bobby  Sharp,  Stacey  Lynn 
Sharpe,  Earnest  Dewey  Stovall, 
Mark  Eldred  Stovall,  Brande  Lea 
Thomas,  Henrietta  Kaye  Thomas, 
Jo  Beth  Tolbert,  Jimmy  Lee  Vaughn, 
Diego  A.  Velasco,  Gary  E.  Walton, 
Jerry  Lee  Welch,  Christy  Lynn 
Williamson,  Shea  L.  Willis  and 
Charles  Clinton  Wright,  all  of 
Philadelphia. 

NEWTON  COUNTY:  Robin  Patch 
Acord,  Rebecca  Elon  Everett, 
Kimberly  Paige  Griffith,  Chadley 


Dear  Jones,  Cara  Renae  Matlock 
and  Tony  Melton,  all  of  Hickory; 
Angela  Dawn  Anderson,  Michael 
Wayne  Bradley,  Fred  Jeremy  Bur- 
son,  Rachel  Thtum  Chesney,  Marsha 
D.  Graham,  Vickie  Lynett 
Hedgepeth,  Jason  Wayne  Laird, 
Susan  Rene  Rigdon,  Tammie 
Russell,  Christopher  Staffo  Smith, 
Kevin  Lee  Smith  and  Monte  Lee 
Suggs,  all  of  Union;  Randy  Lamar 
Anderson,  Carol  Ticker  Barrett, 
Kimberly  Joan  Goss  and  Jason 
Wade  Hill,  all  of  Conehatta ; Cindy 
K.  West  Boulton,  Stephen  Wayne 
Burton,  Katha  Dean  Cammack, 
Robbie  E.  Dearing,  Corey  Donnell 
Denham,  Charles  Scott  Engle, 
Paula  Greenhaw  Flemmons,  Hank 
B.  Harms,  Quinton  Delon  Hodge, 
Franklin  Todd  McLelland,  David 
Elam  Nelson,  Nick  Alan  Pouncey, 
Rebecca  Bell  Saveli,  Amy  Claire 
Service,  Deborah  Blum  Stamper 
and  Richard  Edward  Walker,  all  of 
Decatur;  Sandi  Lee  Boutwell,  Debra 
Lynn  Dean,  John  Marlon  Dean, 
Renee  Marie  Jones,  Allen  Little, 
Pamela  Rita  McDowell,  Charles 
Larry  Miller,  Kimberly  Ann  Nor- 
man, Mark  Allen  Norman  and  Jay 
F.  Pippin,  all  of  Newton;  Lee  D. 
Eady,  Lawrence;  and  Angela  Nicole 
Harrison,  Cindy  Faye  Herrington, 
Gregory  T.  Parker,  William  Andrew 
Parker,  M.  Elizabeth  Parks  and 
Angela  Waynette  Schultz,  all  of  Lit- 
tle Rock. 

SCOTT  COUNTY:  Michael  Craig 
Abel,  Laura  Dean  Anthony  and 
Glenda  Jeanette  Mills,  all  of 
Sebastopol;  Jimmy  Dale  Bell, 


Stacey  McNeil  Bell,  Tywona  Lynn 
Boswell,  Katrina  Rochell  Bounds,  - 
Trade  Michelle  Buckley,  Melanie  R. 
Freshour,  Samuel  Kelly  Jackson, 
Chadwick  Marshall  Massey,  Robert 
Blaine  Morris,  Pamela  Michelle 
Perkins,  Tamra  Jeanette  Strebeck,  + 
Robin  Alicia  Stroud,  Robert  S. 
Tadlock,  Undrie  Larne  Thomas, 
Judy  Ann  Thompson,  Kevin 
Viverette  and  Pamela  Joyce  Wor- 
rell, all  of  Forest;  Paul  Ray  Evans,  T' 
Leslie  Lerone  Gray,  Clemario  J. 
Jenkins,  Scottie  Alan  Moore, 
Stephen  L.  Moore  and  Michael 
James  Mouton,  all  of  Lake;  and 
John  Edward  Stansbury  and  Nollie  «, 
Jason  White,  both  of  Morton. 

WINSTON  COUNTY:  Amy  Nicole  . 
Clay,  Susan  Denise  Duran,  Samuel 
Rodney  Goodin,  Salento  Womonto 
Hudson,  Cotina  Annette  Lynch  and 
Denita  Kay  Howard  Thomas,  all  of 
Noxapater;  and  James  Lee  Goodin, 
Latarsha  A.  Harris,  Brandi  Deshea  " 
Hemphill,  John  Bradley  Hodge, 
Jeana  Merle  Neely,  Cheryl  Rene 
Roberson,  James  Keith  Stokes, 
Everette  Todd  Vowell,  Kimberly 
June  Wade,  Jay  Walter  Watson  and  4 
Joyce  Fasha  Wells,  all  of  Louisville. 

OUT-OF-DISTRICT 

LAUDERDALE  COUNTY: 
Kaycee  Jo  Carmichael  and  Mark 
Wayne  Shaw,  both  of  Meridian. 

SMITH  COUNTY:  Teresa  Gail 
Davis  of  Taylorsville. 

OUT-OF-STATE 

ALABAMA:  Joel  David  Bracknell 
of  Vance  and  Christopher  Scott 
Dumas  of  Chatom. 


Receive  engineering  award 

These  outstanding  East  Central  Community  College  students  have  been  named  recipients  of  the  National  Colleaiate 
Engineering  Award,  thus  qualifying  them  for  various  scholarship  oportunities.  Pictured  are,  from  left,  Jay  Fortenberrv 
of  Union,  Dewey  Stovall  of  Philadelphia,  Monte  Suggs  of  Union  and  Mark  Norman  of  Newton.  Not  pictured  is  Philin 
Hill  of  Louisville.  The  students  are  members  of  Alpha  Alpha  Epsilon,  “The  Engineers,”  which  is  sponsored  bv  Dr 
Shelby  Harris.  y 


February  12,  1993  The  Tom  Tom  Page  7 

Clublicitv 


The  cast  of  Oliver 

‘Oliver’  as  spring  musical 


Burton  Library  displays 
Native  American  artifacts 


EC  presents 


By  GREGG  COX 

Many  of  us  may  remember  these 
famous  words— ‘Please  sir,  I want 
some  more,”  uttered  by  one  of 
Charles  Dickens’  most  unforgettable 
characters,  Oliver  Twist.  The  pas- 
sionate and  moving  story  of  a young 
orphan  boy  who  overcomes  the 
hardships  of  being  born  into  an  ear- 
ly nineteenth  century  English 
workhouse,  his  apprenticeship  to  an 
undertaker,  and  his  manipulation  by 
an  evil  and  masterful  criminal  to 
eventually  triumph  over  the  evil  to 
inherit  his  cherished  birthright. 

Beginning  with  a matinee  on 
March  31,  and  running  through  April 
3,  the  EC  Players  will  present  a 
musical  adaptation  of  Dickens’ 
popular  novel  with  the  music  com- 
position by  Lionel  Bart.  The  cast  for 
the  show  includes  some  familiar 
. faces  to  the  EC  stage,  some 
newcomers,  and  a host  of  children. 
The  roles  are  as  follows:  Matt 
Hedrick  as  Oliver;  David  Ezell  (EC 
student  who  performed  in  “Li’l 
Abner”  and  “1940’s  Radio  Hour”)  as 
Mr.  Bumble/adult  chorus;  Marie 
Hinson  (EC  student)  as  Widow  Cor- 
ney;  James  Crapse  (EC  student)  as 
Mr.  Sowerberry/lst  man/adult 
chorus;  Cindy  Callahan  (EC  stu- 
dent) as  Mrs.  Sowerberry/Old  Sal- 
ly/milkmaid/adult chorus;  Denise 
Hutchins  as  Charlotte/chudren’s 
chorus;  Shane  Sullivan  (EC  stu- 
dent) Noah/2nd  runner/adult 
chorus;  Chris  Carson  as  the  Artful 
Dodger;  Rick  Brooks  (EC  student) 
as  Fagin/knife  grinder;  Lucas  Ma- 
jure  as  Charley  Bates/children’s 
chorus;  Amy  Service  (EC  student) 
as  Nancy;  Jennifer  Pace  as 
Bet/adult  chorus;  Brad  Hodge  (EC 
student)  as  Mr.  Brownslow/adult 
chorus;  Kelly  Keeton  (EC  student) 
as  the  rose  seller/adult  chorus ; Kim 
Stephens  (EC  student)  as  the 
strawberry-  seller/adult  chorus; 
Diego  Velasco  (EC  student,  who  per- 
formed in  “Here  Lies  Jeremy 
Troy”)  as  Bill  Sikes;  Deidre  Amis 
(EC  student)  as  Mrs.  Bedwin;  Paul 


McCaughn  (EC  student)  as  Dr. 
Grimwig/adult  chorus;  Natalie 
Boggan  as  first  woman/children’s 
chorus;  Kelly  Harris  as  second 
woman/children’s  chorus;  Jennifer 
Carson  as  boy /children’s  chorus; 
Emily  Boggan  as  old  lady/children’s 
chorus;  Jennifer  Collins  (EC  stu- 
dent) as  lady/adult  chorus;  Tommy 
Cummings  (EC  student)  as  1st  run- 
ner/adult chorus;  Harold  Farmer 
(EC  student)  as  3rd  runner/adult 
chorus;  Nick  Pouncey  (EC  student 
who  performed  in  “Li’l  Abner”  and 
“1940’s  Radio  Hour”)  as  1st  nighwat- 


chman/adult  chorus;  Bryan  Miley 
(EC  student  who  performed  in 
“Here  Lies  Jeremy  Troy”)  as  2nd 
nightwatchman/adult  chorus.  Hank 
Harms  will  be  serving  as  back  stage 
manager  for  the  production. 

Under  the  direction  of  Judy  Car- 
roll,  this  tremendous  cast  should  ( if 
previous  EC  productions  dictate 
what  this  one  will  be  like)  put  on  an 
outstanding  show.  Looking  at  it  now 
I can  see  not  only  Oliver,  but  the  au- 
dience as  well  on  closing  night,  say- 
ing, “Please  EC  Players,  we  want 
some  more.” 


By  SONJA  QUINN 

During  the  school  year  the  library 
staff  attempts  to  present  various 
displays  which  represent  individual 
collectibles  or  items  centering  on 
timely  subjects.  This  month’s 
feature  is  Lorria  Dixon’s  collection 
of  Native  American  artifacts,  which 
will  be  displayed  through  the  mid- 
dle of  February. 

Lorria’s  collection  includes  items 
from  such  tribes  as  the  Choctaw, 
Cherokee,  Creek  and  many  others. 
Many  of  the  items  Lorria  received 
as  gifts  while  visiting  with  other 
tribes,  which  is  a common  summer- 
time event.  By  word  of  mouth,  the 
different  tribes  communicate  with 
one  another  where  a meeting  or  pow 
wow  will  take  place. 

Then  many  tribes  will  meet  at  the 
appointed  time  to  dance,  engage  in 
friendly  competition,  and  learn 
from  each  other’s  culture.  Lorria 
stated  that  sometimes  she  spends 
the  majority  of  the  summer  months 
moving  with  members  of  her  tribe 
from  one  pow  wow  to  another. 

Each  piece  in  Lorria’s  collection 
has  a special  purpose  or  meaning. 
One  such  item  is  the  Turtle  Shaper, 
a Creek-made  rattle  that  is  used  in 
Creek  religious  dances  to  purify  the 
body.  Another  is  the  Mohawk  tree 
bark  teepee,  which  is  made  from 


bark  the  Mohawks  removed  without 
causing  damage  to  the  tree. 

The  Cherokee  purse  on  display 
was  given  to  Lorria's  mother-in-law 
to  acknowledge  her  skill  in  bead- 
work.  Lorria  explained  when  so- 
meone excells  in  the  making  of  a 
certain  craft  it  is  an  honor  to  give 
that  individual  a gift. 

Also  on  display  is  some  of  Lorria’s 
own  beadwork  and  a Choctaw  doll 
that  she  made  by  hand.  Lorria 
stated  that  she  was  taught  the  art  of 
beadwork  by  her  mother,  and  the 
making  of  the  other  crafts  on 
display  is  taught  the  same  way,  be- 
ing passed  down  from  generation  to 
generation. 

Lorria  also  pointed  out  that  most 
of  the  displayed  items  are  made  of 
natural  materials  because  Native 
Americans  believe  in  living  in  har- 
mony with  nature  and  not  exploiting 
it.  This  harmony  allows  them  to  be 
at  peace  with  themselves  as  well  as 
with  others. 

Lorria’s  main  reason  for  collec- 
ting these  Native  American 
treasures  is  because  she  is  so  pro- 
ud of  her  Native  American  heritage 
and  her  Choctaw  culture.  Lorria 
feels  it  is  important  for  young  Native 
Americans  to  keep  learning  from 
their  elders,  not  only  to  keep  these 
skills  alive  but  also  to  preserve  an 
interesting  and  noble  culture. 


Sophomore  Squad  members 

Sophomore  Fashion  Squad  members  at  East  Central  Community  College  tor 
the  1992-93  school  year  include,  seated,  from  left,  Monica  Logan,  Newton; 
Brandi  Parkes  and  Jennifer  Anderson,  both  of  Decatur;  Vicky  Nixon,  Chunky; 
second  row,  seated,  from  left,  Rochelle  Sessums,  Morton;  Gwen  Tucker, 
Lawrence;  Angie  Crosby  (co-captain),  Lake;  and  standing,  from  left,  Nick 
Pouncey  (co-captain),  Decatur;  and  Matthew  Riley,  Walnut  Grove.  Mrs.  Alice 
Pouncey  serves  as  sponsor. 


Native  American  display 


BSU  Center  Hours 

Monday,  Tuesday  & Thursday  8:30  a.m.-IO  p.m. 
Wednesday  8:30  a.m.-5:30  p.m. 

FridaV  8:30  a.m.-2  p.m. 

SundaV  8:30  a.m.-IO  p.m. 

Everyone  Is  Invited! 
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Valentine  Quiz 


* By  NIKKI  HARRISON  and  CONNIE  HITT 

Recently,  in  honor  of  Valentine’s  Day,  a survey  was  taken  of  several  ECCC  students.  The 
question  asked  was:  What  do  you  consider  to  be  true  love?”  Following  are  some  responses. 


Jill  Graham,  Freshman  from 

Neshoba  Central:  “Someone  that 
loves  you  for  what  you  are,  not  who 
you  are.” 


Derreck  Cook,  Sophomore 
from  Noxapater:  “When  you  en- 
joy being  with  her  every  minute  of 
the  day.” 


Rhonda  Hill,  Freshman  from 

West  Point:  “When  you’ll  stick  by 
each  other  no  matter  what.” 


Jason  Goforth,  Freshman  from 
Newton  County:  “True  love  is 
when  you  can  love  someone  for 
more  than  what’s  on  the  outside.” 


r 


Sara  Hollingsworth,  Freshman 
from  Neshoba  Central:  “So- 
meone you  can  trust  and  depend 
on,  and  who  will  always  love  you 
and  never  leave  you.” 


Deirdre  Amis,  Freshman  from 
Lake:  “Someone  who  believes  in 
you  and  you  can  count  on.” 


Joel  Triplett,  Sophomore  from 
Louisville:  “When  two  people  care 
a about  one  another.” 


Tim  Thompson,  freshman  from 
South  Leake  High  School:  “A 

rich  old  woman  that’s  almost  dead.” 


Charlie  Stokes,  Sophomore 
from  Louisville:  “When  you’ll  do 
anything  at  your  expense  to  make 
her  happy.” 


David  Cox,  Freshman  from  Port 
Charlotte  High  in  Florida: 

“Friendship  and  compatability.” 


Derrick  Tucker,  Freshman  from 

Forest:  “Total  commitment.” 


Ocean  Moore,  Sophomore  from 
Neshoba  Central:  “When  two 
people  can  love,  honor  and  protect 
each  other.” 
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The 

President’s 
Corner 

Senior  Day  is  an  extremely  im- 
portant event  at  East  Central 
Community  College.  It  is  “the 
day”  of  the  year  that  we  seek  to 
showcase  our  college  before  the 
high  school  seniors  of  our  five- 
county  district. 

We  give  very  special  attention 
to  every  detail  of  Senior  Day  to 
make  certain  that  our  district’s 
high  school  seniors  experience 
the  appropriate  mix  of  informa- 
tion, entertainment,  and  good 
food.  We  want  our  high  school 
seniors  to  learn  first  hand  what  is 
available  for  them  at  East  Central 

It  is  our  desire  that  Senior  Day  be  the  best  experience  possible  for  all 
who  attend.  Welcome  to  East  Central  Community  College! 

Activities  for  this  issue  include: 

•Attended  the  on-campus  reception  for  Mrs.  Kirk  Fordice  on  Feb.  1 1 . 

•Visited  the  Legislature  on  Feb.  1 1 . 

•Welcomed  the  participants  to  the  ECCC  High  School  Band  Clinic  on 
Feb.  12. 

•Attended  the  HEADWAE  luncheon  and  visited  the  Legislature  in 
Jackson  on  Feb.  16. 

•Attended  a Phi  Theta  Kappa  Leadership  Program  Awareness  Project 
meeting  in  Jackson  on  Feb.  16. 

•Attended  the  South  Division  Basketball  Tournament  at  the  Utica  Cam- 
pus of  Hinds  Community  College  on  Feb.  16. 

•Welcomed  the  East  Central  Mississippi  Superintendents  of  Educa- 
tion to  the  campus  on  Feb.  17. 

•Spoke  to  the  members  of  the  Scholars  Bowl  Team  on  Feb.  17. 

• Represented  the  MACJC  at  the  SBCJC  meeting  in  Jackson  on  Feb. 
18  and  gave  the  monthly  MACJC  report  at  that  meeting. 

•Attended  a Phi  Theta  Kappa  Leadership  Program  Awarness  Project 
meeting  held  in  Morton  on  Feb.  18. 

•Attended  the  SACJTC  winter  Board  of  Directors  meeting  in  Wild 
Dunes,  SC,  Feb.  19-21. 

• Participated  in  the  Presidents  Council  meeting  on  Feb.  22. 

• Introduced  the  program  at  the  Decatur  Lions  Club  meeting  on  Feb.  22. 

• Presided  at  the  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Mississippi  Associa- 
tion of  Community  and  Junior  Colleges  in  Jackson  on  Feb.  23.  Also  at- 
tended a meeting  of  the  Mississippi  Community  College  Foundation  on 
that  date. 

• Participated  in  a photograph  session  with  Gov.  Fordice  and  the  com- 
munity college  presidents  in  Jackson  on  Feb.  23. 

•Attended  a Senate  Appropriations  Sub-committee  hearing  in  Jackson 
on  Feb.  24.  Also  attended  a nursing  association  meeting  on  that  date. 

•Gave  the  welcome  at  a Black  History  Program  held  on  the  campus 
on  Feb.  25.  i 

•Attended  the  State  Basketball  Tournament  at  Perkinston  Feb.  24  and 

25. 

•Attended  the  Region  23  Basketball  Tournament  in  Clinton  on  March  1 . 

•Attended  the  ECCC  Alumni  Association  Officers  meeting  on  March  2. 

•Attended  a Senate  Sub-committee  Appropriations  Meeting  in  Jackson 
on  March  4. 
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East  Central’s  Warriors  celebrate  after  winning  the  State  Championship. 


EC  wins  state  championship 


By  CLINT  WRIGHT 

The  East  Central  Warriors  con- 
tinued their  fine  season  by  par- 
ticipating in  the  South  State 
Tournament  held  at  Hinds  Com- 
munity College  in  Utica.  After 
defeating  both  Pearl  River  Com- 
munity College  and  Jones  County 
Junior  College  in  the  first  and  se- 
cond round,  and  clinching  a berth  in 
the  State  Tournament,  the  Warriors 
were  matched  against  the  Gulf 
Coast  Community  College  Bulldogs. 
In  the  South  State  finals,  despite  los- 
ing Marcus  Mann  and  Harold  Scott 
to  injuries,  EC  hung  tough  and  had 
a chance  to  win  the  game  at  the  end, 
but  were  hurt  by  a very  controver- 
sial foul  ruling.  The  Warriors  lost  a 
60-59  squeaker  in  heart-breaking 
fashion  as  Anthony  Coleman  led  the 
Warriors  with  26  points  and  Anthony 
Huddleston  came  off  the  bench  to 
score  15  points  and  haul  down  10  re- 
bounds. 

The  Warriors  then  moved  on  to  the 
State  Tournament  held  in 
Perkinston  on  the  campus  of  Gulf 
Coast  Community  College  and 


defeated  Northeast  Community  Col- 
lege in  the  state  semi-final  74-64.  A 
hobbled  Marcus  Mann  led  as  four 
players  scored  double  digits  with  13 
points  and  14  rebounds.  Anthony  Col- 
eman, Harold  Scott,  and  Michael 
Coats  each  scored  10  points  as  the 
Warriors  faced  a rematch  with 
homestanding  Gulf  Coast  in  the 
state  finals. 

In  the  most  exciting  game  of  the 
year,  the  Warriors  displayed  team 
work  and  character  as  they  fought 
back  from  an  early  18-2  deficit  and 
forced  the  game  into  overtime  as 
Stacy  Miller  hit  a key  basket  with 
three  seconds  remaining  to  tie  at 
74-74.  The  lead  in  overtime  see- 
sawed back  and  forth  until  Anthony 
Coleman  scored  on  a baseline 
jumper  on  a perfectly  set  up  play  to 
give  the  Warriors  their  first  State 
Championship  since  1953.  Marcus 
Mann  led  the  Warriors  with  29  points 
and  12  rebounds  and  Anthony  Col- 
eman finished  with  20  points.  Stacy 
Miller  came  through  in  a big  way  as 
he  poured  in  16  points  and  played  his 
best  game  of  the  year.  Harold  Scott 
hit  several  crucial  three-point  field 


goals  and  tallied  13  points  as  the 
Warriors  scratched  and  clawed  their 
way  to  a very  impressive  victory. 
The  jubilant  Warriors  and  their  ex- 
cited fans  rushed  onto  the  court  as 
they  savored  the  most  important 
win  in  40  years.  After  accepting  the 
championship  trophy,  the  Warriors 
joyfully  cut  down  the  nets  on  the 
rival’s  homecourt. 

But  the  joy  was  not  to  last  as  the 
Warriors  participated  in  the  Region 
23  Tournament  held  at  Mississippi 
College  in  Clinton.  Ranked  #1,  East 
Central  was  eliminated  when  they 
were  upset  by  an  old  foe,  Jones 
County  Junior  College,  73-65.  Mar- 
cus Mann  led  the  Warriors  with  23 
points  and  12  rebounds  and  Anthony 
Coleman  chipped  in  14  points  as  the 
Warriors’  season  came  to  an  abrupt 
halt. 

The  Warriors  finished  their 
season  with  a fine  24-8  record  and 
made  their  mark  in  East  Central 
Community  College  history  by  win- 
ning the  State  Championship.  Their 
season  was  even  more  remarkable 
if  you  consider  that  ten  out  of 
fourteeen  players  were  Freshmen. 
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HEADWAE  honorees 

Mrs.  Alice  Pouncey,  seated  at  left,  and  sophomore  Brandi  Parkes,  both  of  Decatur,  were  honored  by  the  Mississippi 
Legislature  as  the  1993  HEADWAE  instructor  and  student  of  the  year  from  East  Central  Community  College  in  Decatur. 
Mrs.  Pouncey,  a psychology  instructor,  has  been  a member  of  the  ECCC  faculty  for  24  years.  She  has  also  taught 
home  economics.  In  addition,  she  has  served  as  Fashion  Squad  director  for  20  years  and  has  been  responsible 
for  conducting  numerous  charm  clinics  and  workshops  on  manners  and  social  etiquette.  Parkes,  an  accounting  ma-  - 
jor,  has  maintained  a perfect  4.0  grade  point  average  and  has  received  several  academic  honors.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  Brenda  Parkes  and  the  late  Nicky  Parkes.  Also  shown  are,  seated  at  right,  ECCC  President  Dr.  Eddie  M.  Smith, 
and,  standing  from  left,  Representative  Mike  Eakes  of  Philadelphia,  Representative  Johnny  Stringer  of  Montrose, 
Representative  Dick  Livingston  of  Pulaski,  Representative  Raymond  Comans  of  Decatur,  and  Senator  Terry  Burton 
of  Newton.  Higher  Education  Appreciation  Day— Working  for  Academic  Excellence  (HEADWAE)  was  initiated  in  1988 
to  honor  individual  academic  achievement  and  the  overall  contribution  by  the  state’s  public  and  private  institutions 
of  higher  learning. 


East  Central’s  Absence  Policy  restated 


By  GREGG.COX 

With  the  thoughts  of  warmer 
weather  around  the  corner,  students 
are  beginning  to  feel  the  urge  to  cut 
class  and  take  in  the  activities  of  the 
sun.  Many  of  us  may  have  used  our 
alloted  absences  already,  or  may  not 
know  how  many  absences  are  allow- 
ed. Still,  others  may  not  know  the 
consequences  of  missing  too  many 
days  of  class.  For  these  reasons,  a 
refresher  course  is  in  order  on  the 
school’s  absenteeism  policy. 

First,  let’s  take  a look  at  official 


absences:  An  official  absence  is  one 
that  occurs  while  the  student  is  con- 
ducting school  business.  For  exam- 
ple, a sports  function  or  academic 
reason.  With  an  official  absence,  a 
list  of  people  involved  in  the  activi- 
ty is  supplied  to  the  Director  of  Ad- 
missions, Records  and  Research’s 
Office,  and  also  to  instructors. 
Because  official  absences  are  of- 
ficial they  do  not  count  in  the  total 
number  of  absences  a student  has. 

Now,  unofficial  absences  occur 
when  a student  is  not  representing 
the  school,  and  misses  or  cuts  class. 
Total  unofficial  absences  per  class 


cannot  be  more  than  three  for  a 
class  that  meets  once  per  week,  four 
for  a class  that  meets  twice  per 
week,  six  for  a class  that  meets 
three  times  per  week,  eight  for  a 
class  that  meets  four  times  per 
week,  or  10  for  a class  that  meets 
five  times  per  week.  A student  will 
be  cut  out  of  a class,  and  receive  and 
“F”  is  he/she  exceeds  this  number 
of  absences  for  a class. 

If  a student  is  cut  out  of  a class 
then  he/she  has  the  right  to  appeal 
if  there  are  extenuating  cir- 
cumstances that  resulted  in  the 
absences.  To  appeal,  a student  must 
submit  a written  letter  to  the  Dean 
of  Students  within  three  days  of 
given  notice  that  he/she  was  cut  out. 
In  the  letter  the  student  must  ex- 
plain the  reason  for  the  appeal.  The 
student  will  then  meet  with  the 
Absentee  Appeals  Committee.  The 
committee  will  then  vote  on  whether 
the  student  should  be  reinstated  in 
class— a majority  vote  is  needed  for 
reinstatement.  If  the  problem  is  not 
resolved  by  the  Appeals  Committee 
then  the  student  can  appeal  to  the 
President  of  the  College  within  24 
hours.  The  appeal  must  be  written 
explaining  the  reasons  for  the  ap- 
peal. If  this  does  not  resolve  the  pro- 
blem then  an  appeal  can  be  made  to 
the  Board  of  Trustees.  Appeals  to 
the  Board  will  be  made  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  will  be  heard  in  regularly 
scheduled  meetings  of  the  Board. 

Because  of  all  the  paperwork  and 
hassle  to  be  reinstated  into  class,  I 
think  it  is  best  to  not  cut.  Some  day 
we  may  actually  have  to  use  our 
absences  for  something  serious,  and 
if  not  then  just  wait...  we  will  have 
time  for  fun  in  the  sun. 


TOM  TOM  STAFF 


Gina  Bishop 

Shawn  Massey 

David  Campbell 

Shelton  Meacham 

Kevin  Clark 

Jay  Mills 

Jaye  Jaye  Copeland 

David  Nelson 

Gregory  Cox 

Amy  Pace 

Diane  Douglas 

Wade  Phillips 

Brian  Frink 

Christy  Pierce 

Luke  Gibbon 

Sheree  Pike 

Joe  Goodwin 

Dawn  Pugh 

Paige  Griffith 

Sonja  Quinn 

Nikki  Harrison 

Stephanie  Rigdon 

Pamela  Hickman 

Stacy  Smith 

Connie  Hitt 

Shane  Sullivan 

David  Lovorn 

Clint  Wright 

Faculty  Advisor:  Mrs.  Virginia  Pace 
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Mr.  and  Miss  ECCC 

Sophomores  Kevin  Clark  and  Jennifer  Anderson,  both  of  Decatur,  have  been 
selected  Mr.  and  Miss  East  Central  Community  College  for  the  1992-93  school 
year.  Clark,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Clark,  is  a graduate  of  Newton  County 
High  School.  At  East  Central,  Clark  serves  as  treasurer  of  the  Student  Body 
Association,  president  and  assistant  technical  editor  of  The  Tom  Tom,  elec- 
tion committee  chairman  and  baseball  team  manager.  He  is  a mefnber  of  the 
President’s  Council,  tennis  team,  Phi  Beta  Lambda,  ECCC  College 
Republicans,  ECCC  Players  and  he  participates  in  intramural  sports.  Ander- 
son, daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mike  Anderson,  is  also  a graduate  of  Newton 
County  High  School.  At  East  Central,  Anderson  serves  as  secretary  of  the 
Student  Body  Association,  president  of  the  Warrior  Corps,  vice  president  of 
the  President’s  Council  and  historian  for  Phi  Theta  Kappa.  She  also  serves 
as  a "model”  for  PTK.  She  is  a member  of  Mu  Alpha  Theta,  Sigma  Sigma 
Mu  Tau  and  the  Fashion  Squad.  A President’s  List  scholar,  she  has  been 
nominated  as  an  Academic  All  American  and  was  selected  to  Who’s  Who 
Among  American  Junior  College  Students.  She  was  named  an  All-American 
Scholar.  She  was  voted  a freshman  class  favorite  and  participates  in  intramural 
sports. 


EAST  CENTRAL  COMMUNITY  COLLEGE 

Decatur,  Mississippi  39327 

SENIOR  DAY  AGENDA 

Thursday,  March  25  • 9:30  a.m.-2  p.m. 

9:30-10  a.m.  Registration 

In  front  of  Huff  Auditorium  with  students 
directed  into  Huff  for  intitial  assembly,  jazz 
band  performing.  Hospitality  Room  available  in 
Board  Room  for  sponsors. 

10-10:30  a.m.  Assembly 

MC— Mr.  Kirk  Weems,  SBA 

Welcome— Dr  Eddie  Smith 

Talent  Show  Winner 

Info.  & Dir.  for  day— Dr.  Gerald  White 

10:30  a.m.-12  p.m.  Interest  Sessions  (Advisors) 


10 

11 

11 


40-11:00 

10-11:30 

30-12:00 


12:30-1:30  p.m. 


2 p.m. 


Meet  with  advisors  of  different  curriculums 
& organizations  in  various  classrooms. 


Lunch  and  Collegians  concert 
Hamburgers,  hot  dogs  and  sundaes 
Door  prizes  awarded 

Tryouts 

Cheerleader— Ms.  Kelly  Bridgman 
Men's  basketball— Coach  Marty  Cooper 


March  18,  1993 


Display  yearbook 


These  members  of  the  yearbook  staff  proudly  display  the  final  shipment  of 
the  1993  Wo-He-Lo.  Pictured  left  to  right  are,  Editor,  Rochelle  Sessums;  Diane 
Adkins;  Pamela  Hickman;  Ms.  Juanita  Hickman,  Yearbook  Advisor;  Kim  Nor- 
ma; Bobby  Shumaker;  and  Lynetta  Cooksey.  The  yearbooks  should  be  ready 
for  distribution  by  the  second  week  of  May. 
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STATE  OF  MISSISSIPPI 


Office  of  the  Go\emor 


ECCC  scholars 

These  East  Central  Community  College  students  recently  participated  in  the  1992-93  Ole  Miss  Scholars  Bowl  Com- 
petition and  finished  in  the  top  half  of  the  16  teams  representing  the  state’s  community  and  junior  colleges  in  the 
annual  contest.  Pictured  from  left  are  Rochelle  Sessums  of  Morton,  Brandi  Parkes  of  Decatur,  sponsor  Dr.  Shelby 
Harris,  Monte  Suggs  of  Union  and  Lynnette  Cooksey  of  Lake.  Cooksey  was  one  of  the  top  students  participating 
in  the  academic  challenge  and  was  presented  a $1,000  scholarship  to  attend  the  University  of  Mississippi. 


A PROCLAMATION 


BY  THE 


GOVERNOR 


WHEREAS,  the  fifteen  community  and  junior  college  districts  of 
Mississippi,  encompassing  thirty-three  campuses  or  centers  that  are 
geographically  accessible  to  all  Mlssissipplans,  offer 
post-secondary  university  transfer,  plus  technical,  vocational  and 
continuing  education  programs  of  study  to  their  71,160  students; 
and 


WHEREAS,  Mississippi's  public  community  and  junior  colleges 
provide  industrial  start-up  training  programs,  industrial  upgrade 
training  programs  and  various  in-service  training  programs  for 
business  and  industry,  while  serving  as  the  delivery  system  for 
over  500  post-secondary  vocational/technical  education  programs; 
and 


WHEREAS,  fifty-three  percent  of  all  students  in  public  higher 
education  in  Mississippi  are  enrolled  in  community  and  junior 
colleges  that  are  within  commuting  distance  of  their  homes.  These 
students  benefit  from  high  quality  education  at  a reasonable  cost; 

and 

WHEREAS,  each  of  the  State's  public  community  and  junior 
colleges  holds  full  regional  accreditation  with  the  Commission  on 
Colleges  of  the  Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools  and 
are  responsive  to  the  local  needs  of  the  various  districts: 

NOW,  THEREFORE,  I,  Kirk  Fordice,  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  do  hereby  proclaim  April,  1993, 


PUBLIC  COMMUNITY  AND  JUNIOR  COLLEGE  MONTH 


in  Mississippi  and  encourage  our  citizens  to  observe  this  month 
with  appropriate  activities  that  express  our  recognition  of  the 
significant  contributions  these  institutions  make  to  the  strength, 
vitality  and  prosperity  of  Mississippi. 


BY  THE  GO’ 


E GOVERNOR 


IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF,  I have  hereunto 
set  my  hand  and  caused  the  Great  Seal 
of  the  state  of  Mississippi  to  be 
affixed. 

DONE  at  the  Capitol,  in  the  City  of 
Jackson,  this  the  23rd  day  of 
February  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
nineteen  hundred  and  ninety-three, 
and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  the  two  “hundred 
and  seventeenth. 


SECRETARY  OF  STATE 


April  is  Community  College  Month 


□r.  fcddie  Smith,  seated  left,  president  of  the  Mississippi  Association  of  Community  and  Junior  Colleges  and  of  East 
Central  Community  Co  lege,  looks  on  as  Governor  Kirk  Fordice  signs  a proclamation  declaring  Apr  as  "PubHc  Com 
mumty  and  Junior  College  Month.”  Also  present  for  the  signing  were,  standing  from  left  Dr  Bohhv  r^n 
dent,  Mississippi  Delta  Community  College;  Ron  Whitehead  college  dean,  Jones  County  and \ S 

presidents  Dr.  Ted  Alexander,  Pearl  River  Community  College-  Dr  Clvde  m„sp  WnHe  c J . ^ 9 ’ and  ege 
Presley.  Coahoma  Community  College;  Or.  Joe SSEjKhJL MWtfS  u”9''  ^ V™" 

Southwest  Mississippi  Community  College;  Dr.  Billy  Thames  Cooiah-l  inmin  rv>  » n College,  Horace  Holmes, 
Northwest  Mississippi  Community  College;  Dr.  David  Cole  Itawamba  Communit  ,r  rni.n  °a  &^0'  ^ Dav'd  Haraway, 
pi  Gulf  Coast  Community  College;  Dr  Tommy  Davis  East  Mississinni  rn  I i*  ^6’  °r  Barry  Mellin9er>  Mississip- 
Community  College;  1 Dr.  Ill,'  ^ ^ 8"“>  ^ H°"™S 
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Models  for  this  occasion  are,  from  left,  Vanessa  Anderson  of  Louisville; 
Rena  Reed  of  Forest;  Kim  Barnet  of  Louisville;  Amy  Pace  of  Decatur;  and 
Evelyn  Nelson  of  Forest. 


So  ‘Hot’, 

By  AMY  PACE 

As  the  flowers  bloom  and  the  trees  blossom  everyone  across 
America  is  preparing  for  “Spring”.  With  the  arrival  of  warm  weather, 
college  students  everywhere  begin  unpacking  last  year’s  spring 
garments  and  start  buying  hot  new  fashions.  The  dull  color  of  winter 
is  soon  replaced  by  the  colors  of  Spring  ’93. 

The  most  prominent  two  colors  for  this  year  are  definitely  yellow 
and  orange.  But,  for  those  of  you  who  just  “can’t  wear”  these  col- 
ors, don’t  be  discouraged.  These  may  be  the  hottest  colors  but  they 
are  not  the  only  two  big  on  the  scene.  Gorgeous  greens,  bright  blues 
and  radiant  reds  are  also  in  full  swing  along  with  deep  violets  and 
fabulous  fushias.  These  colors  are  a huge  smash  and  about  the 
only  ones  you  will  find  in  the  stores. 

As  far  as  fabrics  go,  denim  is  always  a big  seller  every  year,  and 
this  year  is  no  exception.  Denim  is  just  so  much  DIFFERENT  this 
spring.  It  is  not  all  just  jeans,  almost  everything  is  available  in 
denim— and  in  every  color  imaginable!  What’s  not  denim  (or  cham- 
bray)  is  silk  or  knit.  Silk,  the  fabric  of  the  past,  has  made  a com- 


it’s  ‘Cool’ 

eback  and  is  becoming  more  and  more  popular.  Silk  tops,  skirts, 
pants,  and  even  silk  shorts  are  taking  the  clothing  industry  by  storm. 
Knit  is  also  a big  success  again  this  year.  This  is  probably  due  to 
the  comfort  and  easy-to-care-for  quality  of  the  fabric.  The  fact  that 
knit  tends  to  be  cool  and  loose  fitting  might  also  justify  its  popularity. 

Racks  in  stores  have  taken  on  a new  image  for  this  year.  They 
are  full  of  multi-colored  prints  and  stripes,  stripes,  and  more  stripes! 
A large  majority  of  shirts  and  tops  are  going  to  be  either  a multi- 
color floral  print  or  some  pattern  featuring  stripes  in  a variety  of 
lengths  and  widths.  Also  big  on  the  fashion  scene  is  the 
Southwestern  Aztec  look.  Look  for  wrap-skirts,  blazers  and  tops  in 
this  trend-setting  print  to  be  “springing”  up  on  campuses 
everywhere. 

As  Spring  hits  the  South  in  full  force,  there  will  be  many  hot  items 
to  watch  for.  Look  for  shape-hugging  bodysuits  and  dresses.  Don’t 
worry,  if  this  doesn’t  fit  your  figure,  you  can  just  as  easily  wear  a 
hooded  top,  blazer,  ruffled  shirt,  or  palazzo  pants.  Either  way,  this 
year’s  fashions  offer  a little  something  for  everyone  and  are  sure 
to  be  the  hottest  ever!! 


A very  special  “Thank  You’’  to 
Mrs.  Susan  Craven,  manager  of 
The  Factory  Connection  in 
Newton.  She  coordinated  the 
fashions  for  this  layout  and 
allowed  us  to  model  items  from 
the  stock  at  The  Factory 
Connection.  Susan  is  pictured 
above  right,  with  Kim  Barnett. 


Creates  winning  design 

Floyd  Bozeman,  a sophomore  art  student  at  East  Central,  displays  his  award-winning  illustration  which  is  being  used 
in  publicizing  the  March  27  5K  Run/Walk,  1 Mile  Fun  Run  and  Run  to  Mom  for  Tots  sponsored  by  Laird  Hospital 
and  Laird  Fitness  Center.  Bozeman,  a graduate  of  Neshoba  Central  High  School,  received  a cash  prize  for  his  ar- 
tistic creation  from  Laird  fitness  instructor  Kelly  Bridgman,  right,  who  is  also  serving  as  a race  promoter.  At  left  is 
ECCC  art  instructor  Bruce  Guraedy. 


Trash  Bash  ’93  to  target  litter  violators 


A recent  release  from  the 
Mississippi  Highway  Safety  Patrol 
announced  that  any  citizen  can  aid 
in  catching  litter  violaters,  accor- 
ding to  Lt.  Col.  Billie  T.  Hughes, 
chief  of  the  uniformed  division  of  the 
Mississipi  Highway  Safety  Patrol 
(MHSP).  Mississippians  are  en- 
couraged to  stop  littering  and  to  help 
clean  up  the  state’s  highways  during 
TRASH  BASH  ’93. 

The  fifth  annual  anti-litter  week  in 
which  Adopt-A-Highway  groups 
band  together  to  pick  up  litter  on 
their  adopted  highways  has  been 
designated  as  March  22-28  by 
Transportation  Commissioners, 
Zack  Stewart,  Wayne  Burkes  and 
Ronnie  Shows.  Mississippi  has  1,531 
Adopt-A-Highway  groups  in  the  state 
that  have  adopted  two  or  more  miles 
of  highway.  TRASH  BASH  par- 
ticipants hope  to  draw  attention  to 
the  unsightly  litter  problems. 

According  to  John  R.  Tabb,  ex- 
ecutive director  of  the  Mississippi 
Department  of  Transportation 
(MDOT),  the  cost  of  litter  removal 
affects  everyone,  and  rises  with  the 
increase  of  litter.  “It’s  a waste  of 
taxpayers’  money,”  Tabb  said. 
“That’s  money  we  could  use  for 
many  other  worthwhile  projects.” 

“If  a citizen  sees  someone  throw 
trash  out  of  a vehicle  window,  then 
he/she  should  get  the  vehicle  tag 
number,  a brief  description  of  the 
vehicle  and  a description  of  the  per- 
son throwing  out  the  trash.  The 
citizen  would  need  to  take  tl>e  tag 


number  and  the  person’s  description 
to  a Justice  Court  Office  and  sign  an 
affidavit.  A warrant  for  the  arrest  of 
the  litter  violator  could  then  be 
issued,”  said  Hughes. 

The  Mississippi  Highway  Safety 
Patrol  will  target  litter  violators 
during  TRASH  BASH  ’93.  Hughes 


said,  “Persons  convicted  of  violating 
litter  laws  could  be  fined  up  to  $250 
by  the  courts,  in  1992,  the  Patrol 
issued  164  citations  for  littering. 

MHSP  and  local  law  enforcement 
agencies  are  responsible  for  enfor- 
cing state  litter  laws.” 


Phi  Theta  Kappa 
Theta  Xi  Chapter 

Phi  Theta  Kappa  is  an  organization  for  students  who  have  achieved 
a certain  academic  success.  Freshmen  students  must  obtain  a 3.4  GPA 
and  sophomores  a 3.3  GPA  to  be  invited  to  join  the  society.  All  members 
must  maintain  a 3.0  after  induction.  However,  Phi  Theta  Kappa  is  not 
an  organization  that  just  promotes  scholarship;  it  involves  students  in 
service  projects,  fellowship  activities  and  leadership  roles. 

This  year  East  Central’s  Theta  Xi  Chapter  has  been  to  several  con- 
ventions. We  have  attended  a leadership  conference,  a regional  con- 
vention and  have  made  plans  to  attend  the  annual  convention  in  Dallas 
in  April.  At  the  convention,  we  plan  to  enter  some  artwork  and  an  essay 
in  competition.  It  is  also  at  conventions  where  we  entertain  the  fellowship 
program  of  Phi  Theta  Kappa.  This  gives  students  the  opportunity  to  make 
life-long  friends. 

One  of  our  service  projects  is  to  dean  up  two  miles  of  Highway  15 
outside  of  Decatur.  This  is  truly  an  experience!  This  project  causes 
students  to  be  more  aware  of  the  environment  and  our  duty  to  keep 
it  clean. 

Recently  we  had  49  new  members  initiated  into  Theta  Xi  Chapter. 
We  were  thrilled  to  have  this  many  new  members.  We  hope  to  improve 
this  number  by  even  more  next  year. 


ECCC  Players  to  present 
‘Oliver!’  as  Spring  Musical 


An  outstanding  cast  of  talented 
people  of  all  ages  have  been  busily 
rehearsing  at  East  Central  for  the 
upcoming  musical  production  of 
OLIVER! 

Scheduled  to  be  presented  March 
31  through  April  3 at  7 : 30  p.m.  in  the 
Fine  Arts  Center  on  the  Decatur 
campus,  the  popular  musical  begins 
with  a group  of  orphans  singing, 
“Food,  Glorious  Food.” 

At  the  song’s  conclusion,  Oliver 
(played  by  Matt  Hedrick  of 
Decatur)  speaks  those  famous 
words,  “Please,  sir;  I want  some 
more.”  This  remark  of  course  gets 
him  into  trouble  with  the  parish 
beadle,  Mr.  Mumble  (David  Ezell  of 
Union).  Oliver  is  then  sold  to  an 
undertaker,  but  the  very  next  mor- 
ning he  escapes  and  runs  away  into 
the  streets  of  London. 

At  this  point  enters  the  lovable 
character,  the  Artful  Dodger  (Chris 
Carson  of  Decatur).  Dodger  takes 
Oliver  to  Fagin’s  (Rick  Brooks  of 
Decatur)  hideout  and  the  fun  begins 
as  Fagin  and  the  boys  teach  Oliver 
a new  profession  singing,  “You’ve 
Got  to  Pick  a Pocket  or  Two.”  From 
that  point  on,  the  story  develops  with 
many  delightful  songs  and  surprises 
as  Nancy  (Amy  Service  of  Decatur), 
Bill  Sikes  (Diego  Velasco  of  West 
Point),  Fagin  and  Dodger  dance 
around  the  stage  telling  Charles 
Dickens’  story  of  Oliver  Twist. 

Director  Judy  Carroll  invites 
everyone  to  attend  the  musical  pro- 
duction and  see  a variety  of  ages 
perform  on  the  East  Central  stage. 

Tickets  are  $7  for  the  public  and 
$5  for  ECCC  students,  faculty  and 
staff.  Reservations  can  be  made 
beginning  March  22  by  calling 
635-2111.  Tickets  must  be  paid  in  ad- 
vance in  order  to  assure  reser- 
vations. 

The  entire  cast  of  Oliver!  is  listed 
below: 

Matt  Hedrick  as  Oliver;  Marie 
Hinson  as  Widow  Comey;  James 
Crapse  as  Mr.  Sowerberry;  Denise 
Hutchins  as  Charlotte  and  children’s 


chorus  member;  Chris  Carson  as 
Artful  Dodger;  Rick  Brooks  as 
Fagin;  Lucas  Majure  as  Charley 
Bates;  Amy  Service  as  Nar.^y  ; Jen- 
nifer Pace  as  Bet;  Natalie  Boggan 
as  First  Woman;  Kelly  Harris  as  Se- 
cond Woman;  Jennifer  Carson  as 
Boy;  Emily  Boggan  as  Young  Girl; 
and  Nick  Pouncey  as  First 
Nightwatchman,  all  of  Decatur; 

David  Ezell  as  Mr.  Bumble;  Tom- 
my Cummings  as  First  Runner;  and 
Bryan  Miley  as  Second  Watchman, 
all  of  Union;  Cindy  Callahan  as  Mrs. 
Sowerberry  and  Milkmaid,  Forest; 
and  Paul  McCaughn  as  Dr.  Grim- 
wig,  Pulaski; 

Shane  Sullivan  as  Noah  and  Brad 
Hodge  as  Mr.  Brownlow,  both  of 
Louisville;  Diego  Valasco  as  Bill 
Sikes,  West  Point;  Kelly  Keeton  as 
Strawberry  Seller,  Morton; 
Stephanie  Vance  Gomez  as  Rose 
Seller,  Union;  Haold  Farmer  as 
Third  Runner,  Philadelphia;  and 
Deirdre  Amis  as  Mrs.  Bedwin,  Con- 
ehatta. 

Members  of  the  Children’s  Chorus 
are  Emily  Boggan,  Natalie  Boggan, 
Chris  Carson,  Jennifer  Carson, 
Kristen  Hedrick,  Matt  Hedrick, 
Kriss  Harris,  Kelli  Harris,  Heather 
Harrison,  Denise  Hutchins,  Lucas 
Majure,  Steve  Pearson  and  Erica 
Zynosky-Sharpling,  all  of  Decatur. 

Adult  Chorus  members  include 
Emily  Boggan,  Natalie  Boggan, 
James  Crapse,  Kelli  Harris,  Jen- 
nifer Pace  and  Nick  Pouncey,  all  of 
Decatur;  Stephanie  Vance  Gomez, 
Tommy  Cummings  and  Bryan 
Miley,  all  of  Union;  Harold  Farmer, 
.Philadelphia;  Cindy  Callahan, 
'Forest;  Paul  McCaughn,  Pulaski; 
Brad  Hodge  and  Shane  Sullivan, 
both  of  Louisville;  Eric  Horton,  Car- 
thage; Bobby  Shumaker,  McCool; 
and  Kim  Stephens  and  Kelly  Keeton, 
both  of  Morton. 

Robin  Milling  serves  as  stage 
manager  and  Hank  Harms, 
backstage  manager,  both  of 
Decatur. 


Mrs.  Fordice  visits  campus 

Christy  Pierce  of  Decatur  chats  with  Diane  Douglas  of  Newton  as  she  awaits 
her  turn  to  greet  Mrs.  Kirk  Fordice.  Mrs.  Fordice  was  recently  honored  with 
a tea  hosted  by  the  College  Republicans.  Penny  Rogers  of  Walnut  Grove  serves 

RhOHn  d6nl  r ! or9an,2a,,on-  Looking  on  are  club  advisor,  Dr  Richard 
-thridge  and  Candace  Branning  of  Philadelphia. 
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Lady  Warrior  assistants 

Assisting  with  the  1992-93  Lady  Warrior  basketball  team  are,  from  left,  Clint 
Wright  of  Philadelphia,  student  trainer;  Tanya  Beckham  of  Philadelphia, 
manager  and  bookkeeper;  Amy  Pdce  of  Decatur,  student  trainer  and  statisti- 
cian; and  Stephanie  Evans  of  Forest,  manager. 


Diamond  Girls 

Serving  as  Diamond  Girls  for  the  1993  baseball  season  are,  from  left,  Amy 
Jo  Apperson,  Philadelphia;  Shellie  Griffin,  Union;  Tanya  Beckham,  Cindy  Sharp 
and  Jill  Graham,  all  of  Philadelphia;  and  Brandi  Parkes  of  Decatur 


Golf  team  members 

Members  of  the  spring  golf  team  include,  front  row,  from  left,  Leigh  Anne 
Perdeye  and  Yancey  Mason,  both  of  Philadelphia;  back  row,  from  left,  Jason 
Mangum  and  Robbie  Pierce,  both  of  Decatur;  Scott  May  of  Forest;  Kevin  Smith 
of  Union;  Jdson  Grayson  of  Forest;  and  Nick  Pouncey  of  Decatur.  The  team 
is  coached  by  Joe  Clark. 


East  Central  cheerleader  tryouts  set 


Tryouts  for  football  and  basketball 
cheerleading  squads  at  East  Central 
Community  College  for  the  1993-94 
school  year  will  be  held  Thursday, 
March  25,  as  part  of  Senior  Day  ac- 
tivities, announced  sponsor  Kelly 
Bridgman. 

Mrs.  Bridgman  said  those  plann- 
ing to  participate  in  the  tryout  ses- 
sion are  required  to  attend  a 
meeting  scheduled  at  4:30  p.m., 
Monday,  March  22,  in  the  Brackeen- 
Wood  Physical  Education  Building. 


During  the  meeting,  information 
will  be  provided  concerning  the 
dance  routine  each  person  is 
scheduled  to  perform  in  order  to  be 
selected  for  either  squad.  Other  in- 
formation will  also  be  discussed. 

She  said  all  cheerleading  positions 
are  open  including  the  selection  of 
the  Warrior  Chief  mascot.  She 
especially  encourages  males  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  tryouts.  Tuition 
scholarships  are  provided  those 
selected  on  either  squad. 


During  Senior  Day  activities,  high 
school  students  from  the  college’s 
five  county  district  are  invited  to 
campus  to  learn  of  the  various 
academic,  social  and  personal  op- 
portunities available  at  East  Cen- 
tral. The  college’s  support  district 
includes  Leake,  Neshoba,  Newton, 
Scott  and  Winston  counties. 

For  more  information  about 
cheerleader  tryouts  contact  Mrs. 
Kelly  Bridgman,  Phone  635-4106. 

EC’s  Diamond 
Warriors  win 
first  six 

By  LUKE  GIBBONS 

The  East  Central  Warriors  have 
started  the  season  in  perfect  fashion 
posting  an  unblemished  6-0  record. 
EC  swept  a double-header  at 
Holmes  on  Feb.  27.  The  first  game 
of  the  twin  bill  had  the  Warriors  vic- 
torious at  10-5.  Sophomore  pitcher, 
Luke  Gibbon,  was  credited  with  the 
win.  John  Herrington  and  Chris 
Latham  each  had  two  hits  while 
Greg  Vance  collected  three.  In  game 
two,  the  Warriors  smacked  12  hits. 
Daniel  Landry  led  all  hitters  with 
three.  Keith  Dailey,  Greg  Vance  and 
Tbm  Choiniere  each  had  a homerun. 
The  final  score  was  EC  10,  Holmes 
4.  Freshman  Jamie  Morrow  was  the 
winning  pitcher. 

On  March  5 and  6,  the  Warriors 
came  back  to  campus  to  play 
Wallace  in  a four-game  series.  Fri- 
day’s double-header  was  a high- 
scoring  event.  In  the  first  game  EC 
triumphed  14-13.  Luke  Gibbon  (2-0) 
was  the  winning  pitcher  while  Roger 
Caperton  collected  his  first  save  of 
the  year.  Herrington  led  EC  with 
three  hits.  Landry  and  Dailey  each 
had  two  hits.  In  game  two,  Roger 
Caperton  picked  up  his  first  win  of 
the  year,  and  Daniel  Landry  col- 
lected three  hits  at  the  plate. 

On  Saturday,  the  Warriors  could 
have  been  labeled  the  comeback 
kids.  EC  won  the  first  game  5-4  in 
the  bottom  of  the  seventh  inning 
with  Lee  Eady  scoring  on  a wild 
pitch.  Jamie  Morrow  (2-0)  picked  up 
the  victory  off  the  mound  and 
Gresham  Fortune  led  the  Warriors 
with  two  hits.  In  game  two,  East 
Central  came  back  from  a 2-1  deficit 
to  win  3-2  in  the  bottom  of  the  eighth 
inning.  Landry  had  two  hits  and 
Scottie  Dumas  recorded  his  first  vic- 
tory on  the  mound. 


ECCC  players  sign  scholarships 

Former  East  Central  Community  College  football  player  Brian  Lambert,  left, 
of  Fort  Myers,  Fla.,  and  Keith  Dailey  of  Louisville  have  signed  national  letters- 
of-intent  with  Northeast  Louisiana  and  are  shown  with  ECCC  head  coach 
Reece  Bridgman  during  signing  ceremonies  held  on  the  Decatur  campus. 
Lambert,  a 6-3,  220-pound  punter,  played  last  fall  at  Northland  Community 
College  in  Thief  River  Falls,  Minn.,  where  he  led  the  nation  in  punting  with 
a 44.3  yard  average  and  was  selected  first  team  All  American.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  ECCC  football  team  during  the  1991  season.  Dailey,  a 6-3, 
215-pound  wide  receiver/tight  end,  caught  32  passes  for  458  yards  and  scored 
two  touchdowns.  He  was  a first  team  All-State  selection  and  participated  in 
the  annual  North-South  All-Star  Game  held  at  Northeast  Community  College 
in  Booneville. 


Nunn  signs  scholarship 

Terry  Nunn,  a 6-foot,  228-pound  linebacker  the  past  two  seasons  for  East  Cen- 
tral, has  signed  a national  letter-of-intent  with  the  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  and  is  shown  during  signing  ceremonies  with  ECCC  head  foot- 
ball coach  Reese  Bridgman.  Nunn,  a product  of  Murphy  High  School  in  Mobile, 
Ala.,  was  the  second  leading  tackier  among  the  state’s  community  and  junior 
college  players  last  season  with  101  individual  tackles  and  34  assists.  He  was 
named  first  team  All-State  and  participated  in  the  annual  North-South  All  Star 
Game  held  at  Northeast  Mississippi  Community  College. 
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Ex-Warriors  continue  to  have 
successful  baseball  careers 


Habitat  for  Humanity  volunteers 


These  electricity  program  students  at  East  Central  are  volunteering  their  services  after  school  hours  to  participate 
in  the  above  Habitat  for  Humanity  project  being  constructed  in  Newton.  Participants  include,  kneeling  from  left,  Tyrone 
Collier,  Philadelphia;  Jamie  Terrell,  Decatur;  Tony  Jones,  Forest;  and  standing  from  left,  Christopher  Patrick,  Forest; 
Mario  Brown,  Decatur;  Michael  Jones,  Soso;  Andy  Saveli  and  Chris  Partridge,  both  of  Philadelphia;  Stevie  Stephen- 
son, Forest;  Daniel  Spivey,  Sebastopol;  Darren  Smith,  Deewanee;  Allen  Cumberland,  Philadelphia;  Greg  Watkins, 
Carthage;  Rickie  Vaughn,  instructor;  and  Jay  Watson,  Louisville. 


Basketball  managers 


McGowan  challenges  black  students 

Preferring  to  talk  about  “today’s”  potential  black  leaders  instead  of  past  leaders 
in  the  civil  rights  movement,  Newton  County  High  School  principal  Ed 
McGowan  issued  several  challenges  to  young  blacks  as  he  spoke  during  a 
Black  History  Program  held  Feb.  25  at  East  Central.  McGowan  said  to  the  young 
people  assembled  “you  are  the  future.  . . you  are  now”  and  urged  students 
to  prepare  themselves  for  tomorrow  “by  studying  and  working  hard  today,” 
adding,  “nothing  free  is  ever  worth  keeping.”  He  expressed  concern  over  the 
many  “black-on-black”  crimes  and  said  black  males  “should  get  their  act 
together.”  The  school  administrator  stressed  that  blacks  should  be  leaders 
in  the  classroom  not  just  in  the  athletic  arena.  “You’ve  got  everything  you  need 
to  be  successful  and  you  should  all  be  role  models,”  he  said.  Other  remarks 
included  his  concern  over  teen  pregnancy.  He  addressed  the  issue  by  asking 
those  in  attendance,  “When  will  you  learn?”  Also  participating  in  the  special 
program  were  Dr.  Eddie  M.  Smith,  the  ECCC  Gospel  Choir  and  several 
students.  < 

.v.isl'ot)  vslriumm 


ECCC  performers 


It  has  been  a busy  semester  for  the  Ac’cents,  a vocal  ensemble  composed  of  East  Central  Community  College  students, 
who  have  performed  at  district  high  schools  and  various  civic  and  community  organizations  throughout  the  fall  term. 
Members  of  the  talented  group  include,  kneeling  from  left,  John  Stansbury,  Morton;  Scott  Gregory,  Louisville;  Jason 
White,  Morton;  and  standing,  from  left,  Mandi  Bates,  Philadelphia;  Maria  Leach,  Sebastopol;  Kelly  Keeton,  Morton; 
Cindy  Callahan,  Forest;  and  Anna  Kerr,  Newton.  The  Ac’cents  are  directed  by  Charles  Hinson. 


There  is  an  unexplored  side  to  everything,  because  instead  of  looking  at  things  with  orir 
eyes  we  look  at  them  with  the  memory  of  what  others  have  thought. 

—Gustave,  Flaubert 

or,  ioqjfow.s-.VS  )f«3r«toW  it,  trferi  ?«•»£»  .,  -*‘6  ,c.  U. 


East  Central  has  enjcyed  several 
successful  seasons  in  the  past.  A 
. large  number  of  talented  individuals 
have  passed  through  the  ranks  here. 

■ This  is  obvious  by  the  number  of 
players  who  leave  EC  but  continue 
\iheir  baseball  career  as  did  the  in- 
dividuals listed  below. 

‘ J erry  Dupuy,  pitcher,  Mississippi 
State;  David  Martin,  infielder,  Texas 
A & M;  Britten  Oubrey,  outfielder, 

. Southeast  Louisiana ; Greg  Smith, 
pitcher,  Memphis  State;  Brian 
Jones,  pitcher,  Belhaven;  Jamey 


Serving  as  managers  for  the  1992-93  Warrior  basketball  squad  are,  from  left, 
Keith  Thrash  of  Philadelphia;  Chris  Croft  of  Louisville;  and  student  trainer,  Terry 
Burkes  of  Walnut  Grove. 


Champion,  outfielder,  Auburn;  Jake 
Yarborough,  third  base,  Delta  State; 
Scott  Hines,  second  base,  William 
Carey;  Wendell  Whitehead,  outfield, 
Talledega  College;  Larod  Odom, 
outfield,  Talledega  College;  Tram- 
pas  Amedee,  pitcher,  Livingston 
University;  and  Cliff  Moncrief,  se- 
cond base,  McNeese  State. 

Ex-Warriors  playing  in  the  minor 
leagues  include:  Leon  Glenn,  first 
base,  Brewers ; Alfred  Triplett,  out- 
field, Rangers  and  Donald  Culber- 
son, pitcher,  White  Sox. 


ECCC  freshman  favorites 

Freshman  favorites  elected  at  East  Central  Community  College  in  Decatur  for 
the  1992-93  school  year  include,  seated  in  front,  Mike  Petyak  of  Brookhaven; 
seated  from  left  on  swing,  Feleccia  Howard  of  Forest  and  Carree  Tucker  of 
Carthage;  and  standing  from  left,  Marcus  Mann  of  Walnut  Grove,  Tanyrf' 
Beckham  of  Philadelphia  and  Brandon  Gray  of  Union. 

ffl 
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ECCC  sophomore  favorites 


Student  works  to  achieve 
dream  of  becoming  teacher 
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Sophomore  favorites  elected  at  East  Central  for  the  1992-93  school  year  include,  in  front,  from  left,  Amy  Jo  Apperson 
of  Philadelphia,  Vicky  Nixon  of  Chunky  and  Brandi  Parkes  of  Decatur  and,  back  row,  from  left,  Daniel  Landry  and 
Bob  Templet,  both  of  Plaquemine,  La.,  and  Nick  Pouncey  of  Decatur. 
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ECCC’s  ‘ blues'  group 

Special  entertainment  during  home  basketball  games  at  East  Central  Community  College  in  Decatur  is  provided 
by  the  college's  blues  band,  'Round  Midnite,  whose  members  include,  from  left,  Thomas  W.  Carson  of  Decatur,  guitar; 
Jay  Pippin  of  Newton,  drums;  David  “Soup”  Campbell  of  Decatur,  vocals/harmonica;  Jeremy  Burson  of  Union,  guitar; 
and  John  Stansbury  of  Morton,  bass  guitar.  The  group  is  also  available  for  private  and  public  functions.  For  more 
information  contact  Mr.  Carson  at  East  Central.  Phone  635-2111,  ext.  228.  (EC  photo) 

Concert  Choir  participates 
in  choral  festival  at  Hinds 


By  DAVID  CAMPBELL 

The  East  Central  Community  Col- 
lege Concert  Choir  participated  in 
the  1993  Mississippi  Community  and 
Junior  College  Choral  Festival  at 
Hinds  Community  College  in  Ray- 
mond on  Feb.  26  and  27. 

EC’s  choir  was  the  second  to  per- 


form on  the  afternoon  of  the  26th  and 
the  first  to  perform  in  the  night  ses- 
sion. The  Ac’cents  performed  later 
that  evening  in  the  ensemble  perfor- 
mances. 

Festivities  continued  on  the  27th 
with  more  great  performances  by 
the  state’s  community  and  junior 
college  choirs  as  well  as  the  All- 


State  Choir.  The  crowning  event  was 
the  Mass  Choir  concert,  composed 
of  all  the  groups  who  participated  in 
the  festival. 

Dr.  Kevin  Hibbard  was  the  guest 
director  for  the  event. 

Don’t  forget  the  Spring  ECCC 
Concert  Choir  concert  on  Thursday, 
April  29. 


After  raising  my  girls  through 
their  formative  years  and  after  jug- 
gling roles  as  a working  mother  and 
wife,  I felt  it  was  time  to  develop  my 
own  life  potential.  I had  always 
known  that  I wanted  to  teach,  but  l 
thought  that  I couldn’t  afford  to  go 
to  college.  As  time  went  by,  I knew 
I had  better  “go  for  it”  or  forget 
about  it.  I shared  with  my  husband 
how  important  returning  to  school 
was  to  me.  It  takes  a lot  of  give  and 
take  to  work  things  out  in  a family. 
I am  very  thankful  that  he  supports 
me. 

Classes  and  studying  absorb  a lot 
of  my  time,  but  I am  still  excited 
about  the  future.  I truly  enjoy  atten- 
ding East  Central  and  I salute  the 
staff  and  faculty.  EC  is  a quality 
learning  environment  with  a down- 
home  atmosphere.  This  makes  lear 
ning  more  relaxed  without  the 
gregarious  edge.  * 

I want  to  encourage  younger 
students  not  to  throw  away  this  op- 
portunity for  learning.  Learning  is 
power  and  that  means  a lot  in  to- 
day’s job  market.  Each  student 
should  accept  the  challenge  to  be  the 
best.  There’s  still  time  for  fun  and 
romance.  Get  an  education  now  and 
it  will  enhance  all  aspects  of  life 
later  on. 


NOH-TRADITIONAL  T 
STUDENT  CORNER  1 


The  spotlight  for  the  non-traditional 
students’  corner  this  month  is  focus-'  I, 
ed  on  Mrs.  Shelia  McDill,  a business  ■s 
education  major  from  Little  Rock. 
Shelia  is  married  to  Jimmy  McDill  who 
serves  as  Pastor  of  Hopewell  Baptist 
Church.  She  is  the  mother  of  two 
children  yet  still  finds  time  for  church, 
school  and  community  activities. 
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To  the  Seniors,  to  make  much  of  time 


By  J.  S.  MILLS 

I was  a Senior  once.  Yep,  I 
remember  it  just  like  it  was  two 
years  ago  (it  was,  now  that  I think 
of  it).  And  since  this  issue  happens 
to  come  out  around  East  Central’s 
Senior  Day  festivities  (I  added  the 
word  festivities— the  word  makes  it 
sound  like  an  event  so  joyous  no  one 
would  resist),  I decided  to  devote 
this  entire  column  to,  yes,  your 
friend  and  mine,  the  Senior. 

Think  about  it  Freshmen  and 
Sophomores— remember  all  the 
perks  and  fringe  benefits  that  ac- 
companied being  a Senior?  Of 
course!  We  could  do  anything  and 


By  J.  S.  MILLS 

Ya’ll  won’t  ever  believe  what  hap- 
pened to  me  the  other  day.  I was  on 
the  way  to  speech  class,  minding  my 
own  business,  when  all  of  a sudden 
from  behind  the  bushes  next  to  the 
book  store  I here  someone  say, 
“Psst,  hey  buddy,  come  heah.” 

I turned  around  and  I saw  this 
blue  dude  (yes,  blue)  wearing  a 
trench  coat  and  smoking  a cigarette. 
I sort  of  motioned  to  myself  and  ask- 
ed, “You  talkin’  to  me?” 

“Yeah,  you  without  any  hair  on 
your  head.” 

“Hey,”  I replied,  a little  hurt.  You 
see,  I just  got  my  hair  cut,  and  the 
woman  who  cut  it  went  crazy  or 
something.  But  I walked  over  to  him 
even  though  I felt  insulted. 

He  said,  “Man,  I can  make  your 
every  dream  come  true.” 

“Hey,  I ain’t  like  that,”  I said  while 
giving  the  international  “no-way” 
signal. 

“Naw,  I mean  I can  grant  your 
every  wish.” 

I laughed,  and  said,  “Oh,  yeah, 
right— nd  just  how  are  you  goin’  to 
do  that?” 

“Cause,”  he  said  in  a quiet  voice 
while  looking  to  either  side  to  make 
sure  no  one  was  listening,  “I’m  a 
genie,  and  that’s  what  we  do.” 

“Sure,  you  sound  a lot  like  Robin 
Williams  to  me.” 

“No  man,  I ain’t  that  kind  of 
genie— we  don’t  just  give  away 
wishes  any  time  some  idiot  rubs  a 
lamp— we’re  in  it  for  profit.” 

I said,  “Oh,  really.  So  what’s  the 
goin’  rate  for  a genie  these  days?” 

“I’ll  tell  you  what  I’m  goin’  ta  do. 
I’ll  give  you  three — count  ’em— 
three  wishes  for  10  bucks,”  he  ex- 
plained as  he  showed  three,  then  ten 
fingers. 

“Man!  Three  wishes  for  ten 
bucks— what  a bargain!  ” I then  ex- 
citedly reached  into  my  pocket,  and 
pulled  out  a one  dollar  bill.  “Aw, 
man.  This  is  all  I have.” 

He  snapped  the  bill  outta  my  hand 
quicker  than  you  could  say  “abra- 
ca-dabra,”  (which  is  exactly  what 


get  away  with  it.  We  could  have 
robbed  a bank,  took  off  our  ski 
masks  in  front  of  the  police  and 
laughed  while  proclaiming  we  were 
about  to  graduate.  They  would  simp- 
ly say,  “Oh,  ya’ll  are  Seniors.  Sorry 
about  the  inconvenience,  see  ya’U 
later.  Oh  wait— here,  you  dropped  a 
twenty.  Ya’ll  come  back,  ya  heah!” 
Anything  short  of  murder  (in  some 
cases  that)  was  tolerable. 

And  what  about  Senior  trips— you 
future  Senior-trippers  listen  up— 
everything  and  anything  is  not  only 
allowed,  but  expected.  I think  in- 
surance for  hotels  and  condos 
around  Senior  “hot-spots”  increases 
two-fold.  They  don’t  even  have 
maids  during  that  time  of  the 


HE  said).  “I’ll  take  it— hey,  business 
is  tough,  with  the  recession  and 
everything.  Go  ahead,  I’ll  let  you 
have  one  wish  for  a buck.” 

I was  all  excited.  At  first  I thought 
that  maybe  I should  ask  for  10 
million  dollars,  seeing  that  I would 
make  a $9,999,999.00  profit,  but  I 
figured  that  if  he  was  working  for  a 
buck  he  couldn’t  get  that  kind  of 
money  any  time  soon.  So  I said, 
“You  know  what  I’ve  always 
wanted?  True  love— a girl  that  will 
love  me,  and  a girl  that  I can  love, 
and.  . 

And  the  blue  genie  dude  just 
started  laughing.  “Naw,  naw,  naw 
man,  you  don’t  want  that.  A girl  ain’t 
nothing  but  trouble— but  many  girls, 
like  a harem  from  where  I come 
from— is  what  you  need.” 

“He,  that’s  a pretty  cool  wish. 
Yeah,  a bunch  of  women,  that’s 
what.  . .”  and  all  of  a sudden: 
POOF!  I didn’t  know  where  I was, 
but  I could  see  thousands  of  women 
jumping  and  screaming  and  holler- 
ing “we  love  you”  and  such.  It  look- 
ed like  the  genie  set  me  up  pretty 
good,  until  I looked  down— I was 
wearing  polyester  bellbottoms  with 
sequins  and  beads,  and  a polyester 
shirt  with  my  chest  hair  exposed, 
and  I had  a gut— I’d  guess  I weigh- 
ed 300  pounds.  I thought,  “Oh  no,  it 
can’t  be!  ” I reached  my  hands  to  my 
face,  and  I had  sideburns.  “My 
goodness,  I’m  Elvis— in  the  SEVEN- 
TIES.” 

My  first  thought  was  not  to  panic. 
My  second  was  that  I couldn’t  sing 
even  if  I was  the  King.  And  the  third 
was  about  the  big  “Hunk  of  Burning 
Love”  above  my  waist.  The  stage 
manager  hollered,  “Do  something, 
Elvis.”  So,  I looked  at  my  audience, 
and  said  in  my  very  best  Elvis  gab 
“Thankya,  thankya-vare-much.” 

And  I never  did  make  it  to  speech 
class  that  day.  When  I woke  up 
behind  the  bushes  that  night  I was 
still  wearing  polyester  and  my 
wallet  was  laying  on  my  lap.  I quick- 
ly canceled  my  credit  card,  cause  I 
knew  that  genie  would  be  out  there 
somewhere  buying  stuff  he  could  on- 
ly wish  for. 


year— they  have  groups  like  the  Red 
Cross  and  other  disaster  relief 
groups  come  in— I think  they’re 
even  eligible  for  government  aid  in 
most  cases  (but  who  isn’t  under  a 
democratic  Executive  Office?). 

Don’t  forget  graduation 
presents— you  Seniors  might  have 
already  received  that  17-color 
acrylic  sweater  that  is  four  sizes  too 
large  from  your  Aunt  Hazel  (who 
still  has  hamburger  meat  in  her 
freezer  from  1972).  But  the  good 
ones  will  come— I thought  at  first 
that  I might  have  enough  to  retire, 
but  it  barely  lasted  two  months. 

Some  of  you  might  be  awaiting 
that  new  car.  Yeah,  go  ahead  and 
look  at  the  Stealths,  the  Mustangs 
and  the  Explorers— but  don’t  be  too 
surprised  when  you  are  handed  the 
keys  to  a brand  new  (or  slightly  us- 
ed) Sentra  or  Yugo  or  something.  Of 
course,  you  could  get  lucky  and 
receive  the  car  or  truck  of  your 
dreams,  fully  loaded— power  win- 
dows, power  locks,  tinted  windows, 
aluminum  rims,  etc.— personally, 
the  only  thing  that  has  “power”  on 
my  car  is  the  engine. 

But  with  the  perks  come  the 
quirks.  Such  as  taking  required 
classes  (economics  and 
government— get  real!  What  does 
that  have  to  do  with  life  in  the  real 
world?  Look  at  our  elected  officials, 
they  obviously  did  not  take  these), 
the  pressure  of  graduating,  and 
writing  10,000  thank-you  notes.  Man, 
I just  can’t  wait  to  be  a Senior  again 
(hopefully  a Senior  in  college  before 
I become  a Senior  Citizen). 

BSU  offers 
study  groups 

By  LEGINA  BISHOP 

The  Baptist  Student  Union  offers 
four  different  Bible  Study  groups 
each  week.  The  first  of  these,  led  by 
Gina  Bishop,  meets  on  Monday 
night  in  the  BSU  building.  Tuesday 
night  sessions  are  led  by  Justin 
Fisher  and  are  held  in  the  Fine  Arts 
Center.  Dewayne  Doyle  also  hosts  a 
study  group  on  Tuesday  night,  but 
it  is  restricted  to  “guys”  only  and 
meets  in  Todd  Hall.  BSU  Director 
Tim  Glaze  leads  the  final  session, 
held  on  Wednesday  nights  in  the 
Fine  Arts  Center. 

Lunch  Encounter  continues  this 
semester  with  guest  speakers  Larry 
Saxton,  Roland  Hall  and  Lloyd 
Lunceford.  Everyone  is  invited  to  at- 
tend Lunch  Encounter  which  meets 
every  Wednesday  during  the  noon 
hour. 

The  BSU  would  especially  like  to 
invite  all  seniors  in  the  district  who 
visit  the  campus  on  Senior  Day  ’93, 
to  stop  by  the  BSU  building,  located 
directly  across  from  the  President’s 
home,  and  visit  with  us.  Someone 
will  be  on  hand  to  show  you  around 
and  answer  any  questions  that  you 
might  have.  And,  if  you  have  time 
for  a quick  game  of  pool  or  ping- 
pong,  the  BSU  is  the  place  for  YOU. 


You  might  get  what  you  wish  for 


To  the  Seniors, 

To  Make  Much  of  Time 

By  J.  S.  MILLS 

Gather  ye  gifts  while  ye  may, 

For  time  will  sure  start  flying; 

You  might  be  a Senior  today, 

But  again  soon  you  will  be  a Freshman— dying. 

The  glorious  diploma  and  tassle 

Might  be  as  high  you  thought  of  getting— 

Now  that  ain’t  nothin’  compared  to  the  hassle 
Of  facing  four  more  years  of  fretting. 

The  age  is  best  right  here  and  now— 

When  the  young  has  a chance  to  dream; 

You  have  little  time  to  tip  a cow, 

Or  fill  your  roommate’s  mouth  with  shaving  cream. 

Then  be  not  coy,  it’s  now  party  time. 

And  save  later  for  books  and  study; 

For,  having  lost  but  once  your  prime, 

You  may  forever  wish  that  you  had  a really  good  time,  spent  every 
minute  as  if  it  were  your  last,  instead  of  staying  at  home  studying 
and  wondering  why  nerds  like  Pythagoras  thought  up  such  crazy 
things  (cause  they  didnt’  leave  the  house,  buhd-dy). 

' Please  note  that  this  is  a parody  of  a poem  written  by  Mr.  Robert 
Herrick— a poem  you  should  have  studied  as  a Senior. 


East  Central:  the  right  choice 


By  SONJA  QUINN 

Is  there  any  advantage  in  choos- 
ing East  Central  Community  Col- 
lege over  a senior  college?  The 
answer  is  a definite  “yes!”  Accor- 
ding to  Dr.  Gregg  Jeffcoat,  there  are 
several  practical  reasons  to  choose 
EC,  but  three  specific  factors  stand 
out  to  him. 

One  is  the  convenient  location  of 
East  Central’s  campus.  Most  major 
towns  in  EC’s  district  are  about  an 
hour  or  less  away,  which  allows  the 
student  to  live  in  a college  environ- 
ment yet  still  be  close  to  home. 
Secondly,  Dr.  Jeffcoat  pointed  out 
cost  as  a reason  to  choose  EC.  Com- 
pared to  public  universities,  East 
Central  students  save  40%-50%  in 
fees,  tuition  and  dorm  residence. 
However,  even  though  our  students 
pay  less,  they  still  receive  services 
equal  to  those  of  university  students. 

Third  and  most  importantly  is  the 
quality  of  education  offered  here  at 
East  Central.  Dr.  Jeffcoat  stated 
that  EC  instructors  must  have  a 
master’s  degree  in  their  area  of 
specialty.  In  addition,  many  of  the 
instructors  continue  to  work  and 
learn  about  that  level  of  study.  EC 
instructors  are  also  committed  to 
helping  students  achieve  success. 

The  qualifications  and  experience 
of  the  instructors,  plus  smaller  class 
size,  and  the  availability  of  the 
teachers  to  the  students  allows  East 
Central  students  to  become  more  in- 
volved in  the  learning  process.  Com- 
bine these  factors  with  a winning 
sports  program,  an  abundance  of 
extra-curricular  activities,  and  a 


hometown  atmosphere  and  the 
result  is  East  Central  Community 
College.  It  just  doesn’t  add  up  to  go 
anywhere  else. 


Free  investment 
seminar  scheduled 
at  East  Central 


voting  iui  tiie  w s is  Deing  ottered 
at  East  Central,  announced  Gene 
Davis,  Director  of  Adult  and  Conti- 
nuing Education. 

The  three-week  course,  “A  Con- 
sumer’s Guide  to  Investing  (or 
“How  to  Get  More  Than  3.5%  In- 
terest. Conservatively”)  will  be 
presented  by  Jerome  Kittrell  in  con- 
junction with  J.  C.  Bradford  and 
Company  in  Meridian.  Classes 
begin  at  6:30  p.m.  Tuesday,  March 
23  in  Newton  Hall,  Room  60.  Addi- 
tional classes  will  be  held  March  30 
and  April  6.  All  three  classes  meet 
from  6:30-8:30  p.m. 

Topics  to  be  covered  include  U.S. 
Government  Bonds,  Zero  Coupon 
Bonds,  Tax-Free  Municipal  Bonds, 
Corporate  Bonds,  Stocks  and  the 
Stock  Market,  Mutual  Funds,  IRA’s, 
Retirement  Plans  and  Annuities 

For  additional  information  con- 
tact the  Office  of  Adult  and  Continu- 
ing Education,  East  Central 

S^mDulty  CoUeSe-  Decatur,  MS 
39327,  Phone  635-2111,  ext.  279. 
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David  Campbell  of  Hickory  performs  with  the  Collegians  as  part  of  the  active 
schedule  the  band  department  maintains  at  East  Central.  Also  pictured  are 
Tom  Carson,  director;  Jeremy  Burson  on  guitar;  and  Jay  Pippin  on  drums. 


Kirk  Weems 

Weems  selected  to  perform 
at  Opryland  this  summer 


Kirk  Weems,  19-year-old  son  of 
Buddy  and  Angelia  Weems  of 
Newton,  has  been  selected  to 
become  an  Opryland  Performer  for 
the  summer  of  1993.  Kirk  was 
selected  by  the  Talent  Search  Cor- 
poration that  does  the  hiring  for  Six 
Flags  in  Texas,  Disneyworld  in 
Florida,  and  Opryland  in  Tennessee. 
Kirk  was  selected  for  Opryland 
because  of  his  dance,  gymnastic, 
and  singing  abilities. 

The  auditions  were  held  in 
November  at  the  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi.  “When  you  ar- 
rrived  you  signed  in  and  received  an 
audition  form  on  which  you  listed 
your  experience  and  selected  which 
park  and  what  dates  you  wanted  to 
audition  for.  After  you  turned  in  your 
audition  form  you  took  a seat  in  the  I 
audition  room  which  is  about  the 
size  of  a classroom  at  East  Central,’ 


Weems  said. 

“When  they  called  your  name  you 
gave  them  your  tape  or  sheet  music 
and  stood  in  front  of  the  judges  and 
you  sang  or  danced  or  acted  for 
about  20-30  seconds.  I sang  for  about 
10-15  seconds  and  they  asked  me  to 
pick  up  my  tapes  when  they  asked 
me  to  stop.  My  first  thought  was, 
How  Embarrassing!,  everyone  else 
got  to  sing  at  least  30  seconds  and 
I wasn’t  good  enough  to  get  through 
15  seconds.”  Weems  was  far  from 
embarrassed  when  he  found  out  he 
was  chosen  to  perform.  Kirk  will 
report  to  work  on  May  15  at  9 a.m. 
in  Nashville.  He  will  work  until  Aug. 
5.  Kirk  will  be  in  a show  called  “Way 
Out  West”  and  opening  day  is  June 
5.  At  East  Central,  Kirk  is  President 
of  the  Student  Body,  cheerleader 
captain,  member  of  the  Collegians 
and  a member  of  the  Drama  Club. 


East  Central  Band  Department  busy  in  spring 


Long  after  the  marching  gear  has 
been  put  up,  the  band  department  is 
continuing  a busy  schedule  with  five 
other  groups.  The  concert  band  is 
busy  preparing  for  their  spring  con- 
cert, while  the  jazz  band  rehearses 
for  various  spring  performances. 

On  the  road  most  of  the  time,  The 
Collegians  are  planning  another  trip 
this  summer,  returning  to  Six  Flags 
Over  Georgia.  Anyone  attending 
home  basketball  games  is  now 
familia  with  EC’s  blues  band, 
’Round  Midnite.  They  will  soon  be 


preparing  for  their  fourth  ap- 
pearance at  the  Chunky-Bud  Blues 
Talent  Search  in  July.  Getting  in 
that  Broadway  spirit,  the  pit  or- 
chestra for  the  spring  musical  gives 
band  members  a chance  to  play  in 
a theatrical  environment. 

As  you  can  see,  there  is  something 
for  everyone  in  the  busy  band 
department.  If  you  are  a senior  with 
musical  talent,  have  a desire  to  get 
some  financial  help  with  great 
scholarships,  contact  Mr.  Carson, 
and  he  will  be  glad  to  get  you  involv- 


ed. Below  are  upcoming  dates  in- 
volving the  band  department: 

April  6;  Centraiette  auditions  at 
1:30  p.m.  in  the  Fine  Arts  Building. 

April  26:  Fall  Collegians  concert 
at  8 p.m.  in  Huff  Auditorium. 

April  29:  Spring  band  and  choir 
departments  concert  at  7 p.m.  in  the 
Fine  Arts  Building. 

Aug.  15-20:  Band  camp  for  the 
Warrior  Band. 

Aug.  30-31:  Collegians  auditions  at 
6 p.m.  in  the  Fine  Arts  Building. 
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The  President’s 
Corner 

Graduation  brings  to  a close  a very 
successful  school  year  for  East  Central. 

1992-93  saw  several  improvements  in- 
cluding the  addition  of  the  Licensed 
Practical  Nursing  Program  and  the 
Women's  Softball  Program.  In  addition, 
the  Gold  Room  in  Mabry  Cafeteria  is 
slated  for  refurbishing  and  Pizza  Hut  has 
opened  an  operation  on  campus  to  of- 
fer students  an  additional  choice  of 
meals.  It  was  a successful  year  for  the 
athletic  program  as  well  with  the  state 
championship  in  men's  basketball  going 
to  the  Warriors  and  Scott  May  advanc- 
ing to  the  National  Community  and 
Junior  College  Golf  Tournament. 

This  semester  has  been  a busy  one 
for  all  and  serves  to  remind  us  that 
education  is  a continuing  cycle  here. 

As  soon  as  we  finish  the  regular  semester  we  start  summer  classes  and  the  cycle  con- 
tinues as  we  try  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  growing  student  population.  We  invite  you 
to  attend  graduation  ceremonies  slated  for  8:00  p.m.  on  May  14. 

Activities  for  the  month  include: 

—Presented  a program  for  the  East  Central  Council  cf  the  Mississippi  Hospital  Associa- 
tion on  Wednesday,  March  10, 1993,  at  Laird  Hospital  in  Union,  along  with  Mr.  George 
Wynne,  Executive  Director  of  the  Mississippi  Community  College  Foundation. 

—Attended  a meeting  of  the  Mississippi  Community  College  Foundation  in  Jackson 
on  Monday,  March  22,  1993. 

— Presided  at  the  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Mississippi  Association  of  Communi- 
ty and  Junior  Colleges  in  Jackson  on  Tuesday,  March  23,  1993. 

—Met  with  Dr.  Mary  Ann  Christ,  Dean  of  the  School  of  Nursing  at  the  University  Medical 
Center,  in  Jackson  on  Tuesday,  March  23,  1993,  to  discuss  plans  for  a new  Associate 
Degree  Nursing  Program  at  ECCC. 

—Welcomed  the  participants  to  the  East  Central  Mississippi  Superintendent's  Associa- 
tion meeting  held  on  campus  on  Wednesday,  March  24,  1993. 

— Welcomed  the  participants  to  the  District  Junior  High  School  Mathematics  Con- 
test held  on  the  campus  on  March  24,  1993. 

—Attended  a meeting  of  the  MACJC  Inter-Alumni  Association  Executive  Committee 
at  Hinds  Community  College  in  Raymond  on  Wednesday,  March  31,  1993. 

—Hosted  the  cast  party  for  all  those  associated  with  "Oliver”  at  the  President's  home 
on  Saturday,  April  3,  1993. 

—Welcomed  the  participants  of  the  Odyssey  of  the  Mind  Central  District  Tournament 
to  the  campus  on  Saturday,  April  3,  1993. 

—Gave  the  welcome  at  the  district  Extension  Homemakers  meeting  held  on  cam- 
pus on  Tuesday,  April  6,  1993. 

—Participated  in  the  National  Guard  Educational  Sepcialist  Workshop  held  on  cam- 
pus on  Wednesday,  April  7,  1993. 

—Gave  the  welcome  at  a regional  meeting  for  secondary  school  superintendents 
with  the  state  Superintendent  of  Education  held  on  campus  on  Monday,  April  12, 1993. 

—Met  with  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  East  Central  Community  College  Alumni 
Association  on  Monday,  April  12,  1993. 

— Attended  a meeting  of  the  Newton  County  Economic  and  Community  Development 
Task  Force  on  April  13,  1993. 

— Met  with  the  ECCC  Local  Economic  Development  Council  on  campus  on  Wednes- 
day. April  14,  1993. 

—Represented  the  Mississippi  Association  of  Community  and  Junior  Colleges  at  the 
State  Board  for  Community  and  Junior  Colleges  on  Thursday,  April  15, 1993,  and  gave 
the  MACJC  monthly  report  at  that  meeting. 

—Attended  the  Phi  Theta  Kappa  International  Convention  in  Dallas,  Texas,  April  15-17, 
1993,  and  made  a presentation  at  one  of  the  convention  forums. 

—Visited  the  Philadelphia-Neshoba  County  Vo-Tech  Center  on  Tuesday,  April  20, 
1993. 

—Welcomed  the  District  Math  Seminar  and  Contest  participants  to  the  campus  on 
Wednesday,  April  21,  1993. 

—Attended  the  Annual  Louisville  Rotary  Club  Ladies’  Night  on  Thursday,  April  22, 
1993. 

—Hosted  the  appreciation  luncheon  honoring  the  ECCC  secretaries  on  Friday,  April 
23,  1993. 

Attended  a meeting  of  the  Newton  County  Economic  and  Community  Development 

Task  Force  on  Monday,  April  26,  1993. 

—Attended  the  Collegians’  Spring  Concert  on  Monday,  April  26,  1993. 

—Presided  at  the  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Mississippi  Association  of  Com- 
munity and  Junior  Colleges  in  Jackson  on  Tuesday,  April  27,  1993. 

—Attended  the  ECCC  Players'  Banquet  on  April  27,  1993. 

—Attended  and  made  a presentation  at  the  American  Association  of  Community  Col- 
leges Annual  Convention  in  Portland,  Oregon,  April  28  through  May  2,  1993,  and  at- 
tended the  Southern  Association  of  Community,  Junior  and  Technical  Colleges  Board 
meeting  in  Portland. 


Awards  Day  ceremonies  held 


Awards  Day  Ceremonies  were 
held  in  Huff  Auditorium  on  May  6. 
Students  named  to  the  East  Central 
Community  College  Hall  of  Fame  in- 
clude: Jennifer  Anderson  of 
Decatur;  Chris  Croft  of  Louisville; 
Justin  Risher  of  Conehatta; 
Kimberly  Goss  of  Union;  Brandi 
Parkes  of  Decatur  and  Rochelle 
Sessums  of  Morton. 

Justin  Lin  Fisher,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bill  Fisher  of  Union,  is  a 
member  of  Phi  Theta  Kappa,  Mu 
Alpha  Theta,  the  Concert  and  Mar- 
ching Bands,  the  Warrior  Corps,  the 
President’s  Council,  and  the  Young 
Republicans.  Justin  was  also 
selected  for  inclusion  in  Who’s  Who 
Among  Students  in  American 
Junior  Colleges.  He  serves  as  presi- 


Brandi  Parkes 


Kim  Goss 


dent  of  the  sophomore  class  and  has 
been  selected  as  a National  Dean's 
List  Scholar. 

Rochelle  Mandi  Sessums  is  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Prentiss 
Sessums  of  Morton.  Rochelle  has 


served  as  editor  for  the  college  year- 
book for  two  years  and  treasurer  of 
the  SBA.  She  was  also  selected  to 
Who’s  Who  Among  American  Junior 


ECCC  commencement 
scheduled  May  14 


Approximately  260  students  will 
receive  certificates  and  degrees 
during  commencement  exercises 
scheduled  Friday,  May  14,  1993,  at 
East  Central  Community  College  in 
Decatur.  Ceremonies  begin  at  8 p.m. 


in  Warrior  Stadium. 

Candidates  for  graduation  include 
the  following: 

LEAKE  COUNTY:  James  Shad- 


Please  see  COMMENCEMENT,  page  8 


Chris  Croft  Justin  Fisher 


Jennifer  Anderson 


Rochelle  Sessums 
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Receives  art  award 

Patrick  Arbour,  right,  a freshman  at  East  Central  Community  College,  receiv- 
ed honorable  mention  recognition  in  the  commercial  art  competition  of  the 
Mississippi  Community/Junior  College  Art  Exhibition/Contest  held  at  Northeast 
Mississippi  Community  College  in  Boonville.  Arbour,  a business  administra- 
tion major  from  Baton  Route,  La.,  was  presented  the  award  from  ECCC  art 
instructor  Bruce  Guraedy. 


* * * 


Love  consists  in  this,  that  two  solitudes  protect  and  touch  and 
pfeel  each  other.  — Rainer  Maria  Rilke 


* * * 

The  reader  who  is  illuminated  is,  in  a real  sense,  the  poem. 

— Henry  Major  Tomlinson 
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Vincent  scholarships  established 


Two  separate  scholarships  named 
in  honor  of  a former  president  of 
East  Central  Community  College 
and  his  wife  have  been  established 
by  the  children  of  another  former 
East  Central  president  and  will  be 
presented  during  Awards  Day  ac- 
tivities held  each  year  on  the 
Decatur  campus. 

The  Walter  Arno  Vincent  Award 
for  Academic  Excellence  will  be 
presented  to  the  East  Central 
athlete  who  has  achieved  the  highest 
grade  point  average  during  the 
school  year.  Vincent  was  East  Cen- 
tral’s third  president  and  served 
from  1953-62.  He  also  served  as  dean 
of  men  and  men’s  basketball  coach 
and  led  the  Warriors  to  the  1953  state 
title. 

The  Ruth  Carr  Vincent  Award  for 
Academic  Excellence  will  be 
presented  to  the  non-traditional  stu- 
dent at  East  Central  who  has 
achieved  the  highest  grade  point 
average  during  the  school  year.  Mrs. 
Vincent  taught  reading  at  East  Cen- 
tral and  was  also  employed  in  the 
Decatur  school  system. 

Both  scholarships  were  establish- 
ed by  the  Rev.  Jane  Todd  Gurry  of 
Raleigh,  N.  C and  Dr.  Joe  Todd  of 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  children  of  the  late 
Dr.  Lindsey  O.  Todd  who  was  East 
Central’s  second  president,  serving 
from  1934-53.  The  Rev.  Gurry  said 
she  and  her  brother  wanted  to  honor 
the  Vincents,  who  reside  in  Meri- 
dian, because  “Ruth  and  Arno  hve 
been  part  of  our  larger  family  since 
my  brother  and  I were  children  on 
the  East  Central  campus  and  Ruth 
and  Arno  were  students.  The  story 
of  their  service  to  East  Central  and 
to  Mississippi  education  is  well 
known.” 

The  criteria  for  receiving  the 
Walter  Arno  Vincent  Award  are: 

(1)  The  recipient  must  have  par- 
ticipated at  East  Central  in  a 
Mississippi  Association  of  Com- 
munity and  Junior  College  sanction- 
ed sport. 

(2)  The  recipient’s  names  must 


Award  winner 


Jay  Mills,  a sophomore  Tom-Tom  staff 
member  received  second  place 
honors  in  state  competition  for  a 
series  of  articles  pertaining  to  his  re- 
cent travels  in  Europe.  The  award  was 
presented  at  the  annual  Mississippi 
Community/Junior  College  Press 
Association  meeting  held  on  the  Gulf 
Coast.  Mills,  a liberal  arts  major  from 
Hickory,  is  a graduate  of  Newton 
County  High  School. 


appear  on  East  Central’s  certifica- 
tion list  as  a certified  athlete  in  that 
sport  for  the  given  year. 

(3)  The  recipient  must  be  in  line 
for  graduation  from  East  Central 
Community  College. 

(4)  The  recipient  must  have  the 
highest  grade  point  average  among 
athletes  in  all  sanctioned  sports  at 
East  Central  Community  College  for 
the  given  year. 

(5)  The  recipient  cannot  have 
been  involved  in  any  activity  which 
would  bring  discredit  to  the  college. 

The  criteria  for  receiving  the  Ruth 
Carr  Vincent  Award  for  Academic 
Excellence  are: 

(1)  The  recipient  must  be  a stu- 
dent during  the  semester  in  which 
the  award  is  presented. 

(2)  The  recipient  must  be  in  line 
for  graduation  from  East  Central  at 
the  end  of  the  semester  in  which  the 


award  is  given. 

(3)  The  recipient  must  be  over  the 
age  of  25. 

(4)  The  recipient  must  have  a 
grade  point  average  of  3.5  or  above. 

(5)  The  recipient  must  be  a 
member  of  Phi  Theta  Kappa. 

(6)  The  recipient  cannot  have 
been  involved  in  any  activity  which 
would  bring  discredit  to  the  college. 

Both  awards  will  be  in  the  form  of 
a certificate  presented  to  the  reci- 
pients during  Awards  Day,  and  the 
recipients’  names  will  be  engraved 
on  a permanent  commemorative 
trophy  or  plaque  to  be  kept  in  the 
college  trophy  case  in  the  Student 
Services  Building. 

For  additional  information  con- 
tact the  Dean  of  Students’  Office, 
East  Central  Community  College, 
Decatur,  MS  39327,  phone  635-2111, 
ext.  205. 


Receives  award 


Dr.  Eddie  M.  Smith,  left,  President  of  East  Central  Community  College  was 
presented  the  Bennett  Award  of  Distinction,  the  lifetime  achievment  award  of 
Phi  Theta  Kappa,  during  the  international  honor  society’s  annual  convention 
held  in  Dallas  on  April  17.  Dr.  Smith,  shown  with  Rod  Risley,  PTK  executive 
director,  received  the  prestigious  honor  “for  his  outstanding  contribution  toward 
promoting  the  goals  of  Phi  Theta  Kappa  through  support  of  the  East  Central 
chapter  (Theta  Xi)  and  Phi  Theta  Kappa  as  a whole."  Dr  Smith  currently  serves 
as  PTK  Presidential  Ambassador  for  the  Mississippi-Louisiana  Region  and 
was  appointed  to  the  Campaign  Steering  Committee  to  help  plan  the  develop- 
ment of  a new  international  headquarters  to  be  located  in  Jackson.  In  addi- 
tion, he  serves  on  the  PTK  Leadership  Awareness  Committee  and  has 
maintained  his  commitment  to  the  success  of  the  Leadership  Development 
Program  now  offered  on  the  East  Central  campus.  Also  representing  East  Cen- 
tral at  the  international  convention  were  Mrs.  Charlotte  Smith,  PTK  chapter 
advisors  Dr  Shelby  Harris  and  Mrs.  Ann  Burkes,  and  students  Sharon  Eldridge 
of  DeKalb,  Derrick  Tucker  of  Harperville,  Justin  Fisher  of  Union  and  Brandi 
Parkes  of  Decatur 


May  7,  1993 
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East  Central  announces  summer  class  schedule 


A special  three-week  term  begin- 
ning May  17  officially  starts  the  1993 
summer  class  schedule  at  East  Cen- 
tral Community  College  in  Decatur. 

Two  courses,  American  Literature 
I and  Creative  Writing,  are  being  of- 
fered during  the  special  session, 
which  concludes  on  June  4. 

Registration  for  both  classes  will 
be  held  at  8 a.m.  on  Monday,  May  17, 
in  Room  60  of  Newton  Hall.  Each 
class  is  scheduled  to  meet  from  8:30 
to  11:30  a.m.  Monday  through 
Friday. 

The  first  five-week  day  term  is 
scheduled  June  7 through  July  9. 

Courses  offered  during  first 
period  (8  to  10  a.m.)  include  English 
Composition,  Intermediate  Algebra, 
and  American  National  Govern- 
ment. General  Biology  (lecture and 
lab)  is  scheduled  from  7:30  to  10:30 
a.m. 

Second  period  courses  (10:30  a.m. 
to  12:30  p.m.)  scheduled  include 
English  Literature  I,  College 
Algebra,  American  History,  Oral 
Communication,  and  Introduction  to 
Computer  Concepts. 

A second  five-week  day  term  will 
be  held  from  July  12  through  August 
13. 

Courses  offered  during  first 
period  include  English  Composition 
II,  College  "Algebra,  General 
Psychology,  and  Art  for  Elementary 
Teachers.  General  Biology  II  meets 
from  7:30  to  10:30  a.m. 

Second  period  classes  scheduled 
are  English  Literature  II,  American 
History  II,  Trigonometry,  Child 
Psychology,  and  Music  Ap- 
preciation. 

The  cost  per  academic  or 
technical  hour  is  $50. 

In  the  vocational  area,  15 
semester  hours  of  Cosmetology 
courses  are  being  offered  beginning 
on  Tuesday,  June  1,  and  ending  on 
August  12.  Classes  will  meet  from 
7:30  a.m.  to  4 p.m.  Monday  through 
Friday. 

Three  classes  in  Licensed  Prac- 
tical Nursing  are  also  offered  begin- 
ning on  June  1 for  students  already 
enrolled  in  the  program.  Classes 
scheduled  include  Maternal  and 
Newborn  Care,  Pediatric  Nursing, 
and  Psychiatric  Concepts. 

ACADEMIC  EVENING 
CLASS  SCHEDULED 

Twelve  academic  evening  classes 
are  being  offered  on  the  Decatur 
campus,  with  registration  schedul- 
ed at  6:30  p.m.  Monday,  June  7,  in 
Room  60  of  Newton  Hall. 

Courses  included  in  the  10-week 
schedule  are  General  Biology  I, 
Computer  Concepts,  Fundamentals 
of  Drafting,  Principles  of  Accoun- 
ting I,  English  Composition  I,  Prin- 
ciples of  Economics  II,  Oral 
Communication,  American  History 
I,  Database  Management,  General 
Psychology,  Human  Anatomy  and 
Physiology  I,  and  College  Algebra. 

Classes  begin  on  June  8 and  meet 
from  6 to  10  p.m.  unless  otherwise 
specified.  (General  Biology  I and 
Human  Anatomy  and  Physiology 
meet  from  5 to  10  p.m.) 

VOCATIONAL  EVENING 
CLASSES 

Registration  for  vocational  even- 
ing classes  will  be  held  at  6:30  p.m. 
Monday,  June  7,  in  the  Bradford  J. 
Tucker  Applied  Technology  Center. 

Course  offerings  in  the  7 1/2 -week 
schedule  include  Basic  Electricity, 
Basic  Auto  Mechanics,  Woodwork- 
ing and  Refrigeration,  and  Air  Con- 


ditioning. Classes  begin  June  8 and 
are  held  on  Tuesdays  and 
Thursdays. 

evening  Classes 

OFFERED  IN  CARTHAGE 
Registration  for  the  7‘/2-week 
evening  class  schedule  offered  in 
Carthage  will  be  held  at  6:30  p.m. 
Thursday,  June  10,  at  the  Car- 
thage/Leake County  Vocational- 
Technical  Center. 

Classes  begin  Monday,  June  14. 
Course  offerings  include  English 
Composition  I,  Computer  Concepts, 
American  History  II,  College 
Algebra,  English  Literature  I,  and 
General  Psychology. 

EVENING  CLASSES 
OFFERED  IN  FOREST 
Registration  for  the  7M>-week 
evening  class  term  offered  in  Forest 
will  be  held  at  6:30  p.m.  Wednesday, 
June  9,  at  the  Forest/Scott  County 
Vocational-Technical  Center. 
Classes  begin  Monday,  June  14. 
Course  offerings  include  English 
Composition  I,  Business  Statistics, 
General  Psychology,  American 
History  I,  College  Algebra,  and 
American  Literature. 

CLASS  SCHEDULE 
OFFERED  IN  LOUISVILLE 
Two  five-week  terms,  including 
day  and  evening  classes,  are  being 
offered  in  Louisville. 

Registration  for  the  first  term  will 
be  held  at  9 a.m.  Monday,  June  7,  at 
the  Louisville/Winston  County 
Vocational-Technical  Center. 
Classes  begin  Tuesday,  June  8. 
Course  offerings  include  English 
Composition  (8  to  10  a.m.),  College 
Algebra  (10:15  a.m.  to  12:15  p.m.), 
Trigonometry  (6:30  to  9 p.m.), 
American  History  I (6:30  to  9 p.m.) 
and  Computer  Concepts  (6:30  to  9 
p.m  ),  and  Microcomputer  Applica- 
tions (time  to  be  announced  later). 

Registration  for  the  second  term 
will  be  held  at  9 a.m.  Monday,  July 
12,  at  the  vocational-technical 
center. 

Classes  begin  Tuesday,  July  13. 
Course  offerings  iunclude  English 
Composition  II  (8  to  10  a.m.), 
American  National  Government 
(10:15a.m.  to  12:15p.m.),  American 
History  II  (6:30  to  9 p.m.),  Oral 
Communication  (6:30  to  9 p.m.), 
American  Literature  I (6:30  to  9 
p.m.),  and  Word  Processing  I (6:30 
to  9 p.m.). 


Attention  poets 

The  National  Library  of  Poetry 
has  announced  that  $12,000  in  prizes 
will  be  awarded  this  year  to  over  250 
poets  in  the  North  American  Open 
Poetry  Contest.  The  deadline  for  the 
contesfis  June  30, 1993.  The  contest 
is  open  to  everyone  and  entry  is 
FREE. 

Any  poet,  whether  previously 
published  or  not,  can  be  a winner. 
Every  poem  entered  also  has  a 
chance  to  be  published  in  a deluxe, 
hardbound  anthology. 

lb  enter,  send  ONE  original  poem, 
any  subject  and  any  style,  to  The  Na- 
tional Library  of  Poetry,  11419 
Cronridge  Dr.,  P.  O.  Box  704-XN,  Ow- 
ing Mills,  MD  21117.  The  poem 
should  be  no  more  than  20  lines,  and 
the  poet's  name  and  address  should 
appear  on  the  top  of  the  page.  En- 
tries must  be  postmarked  by  June 
30.  A new  contest  opens  July  1. 


CLASS  SCHEDULE 
OFFERED  IN 
PHILADELPHIA 

Two  five-week  terms,  including 
day  and  evening  classes,  are  being 
offered  in  Philadelphia. 

Registration  for  the  first  term  will 
be  held  at  6:30  p.m.  Monday,  June 
7,  at  the  Philadelphia/Neshoba 
County  Vocational-Technical  Center. 

Classes  begin  Tuesday,  June  8. 

Course  offerings  include  English 


Composition  I (8  to  10  a.m.),  College 
Algebra  (10:15  to  12:15  p.m.), 
English  Composition  I (6:30  to  9 
p.m.),  General  Psychology  (6:30  to 
9 p.m.),  and  Art  Appreciation  (6:30 
to  9 p.m.). 

Registration  for  the  second  term 
will  be  held  at  6:30  p.m.  Monday,  Ju- 
ly 12,  at  the  vocational-technical 
center. 

Classes  begin  Tuesday,  July  13. 

Course  offerings  include  English 


Composition  II  (8  to  10  a.m.),  Col- 
lege Algebra  (10:15  to  12:15  p.m  ), 
Principles  of  Accounting  I (10:15 
a.m.  to  12:15  p.m.),  and  American 
History  I (6:30  to  9 p.m.). 

For  additional  information  con- 
itact  the  Director  of  Admissions, 
Records  and  Research,  East  Central 
Community  College,  Decatur, 
Mississippi  39327,  or  Phone  635-2111, 
ext.  206. 


These  EC  students  give  new  meaning  to  the  term  “keeping  it  in  the  family”  as  they  prepare  to  graduate  on  May 
14.  Seated,  from  left,  is  Justin  Fisher  of  Conehatta  and  Michael  Mills  of  Decatur.  Standing,  from  left,  are  Faye  Fisher 
of  Conehatta,  Glenda  Mills  of  Decatur  and  Penny  Rogers  of  Walnut  Grove.  Not  picture^  Lori  Rogers,  also  of  Walnut 
Grove. 

It’s  a family  affair 


Graduation  is  a milestone  in  any 
student’s  life,  worthy  of  “Pomp  and 
Circumstance”;  however,  the  “cir- 
cumstances” for  a select  few  of  the 
graduating  class  are  unique,  to  say 
the  least.  For  three  of  the  traditional 
students,  not  only  is  it  a night  to 
remember  in  their  own  life,  but  also 
a special  night  because  their 
“Mom”  happens  to  be  next  in  the 
line-up  of  students  who  will  receive 
degrees  on  Friday,  May  14. 

Justin  Fisher,  an  Agriculture 
Economics  major  from  Union,  will 
follow  his  mom,  Fay  Winstead 
Fisher,  across  the  stage.  Justin  is 
one  of  three  children  of  Faye  and 
husband,  Bill.  The  Fishers  are  ac- 
tive members  of  New  Prospect  Bap- 
tist Church. 

Faye  currently  serves  as  Food 
Services  Director  for  Union  Public 
Schools,  which  led  her  back  to  East 
Central  to  begin  work  on  a B.  S. 
Degree  in  Business  Administration, 
with  emphasis  in  Food  Service 
Management,  a path  she  plans  to 
follow  to  Mississippi  State. 

Faye  sees  Justin,  who  has  fought 
his  own  battles  with  muscular 
dystrophy  while  being  actively  in- 
volved in  every  phase  of  college  life, 
as  “an  inspiration”  but  admits’ 
“Graduating  with  him  is  not  my 
aim— self-improvement  is.” 

Michael  Earl  Mills,  an  advanced 


student  in  Automotive  Body  and 
Fender  Repair,  hopes  to  work  in  a 
body  and  fender  shop  until  he  can 
eventually  open  his  own  shop. 
Michael  says,  “I’m  happy  to  be 
graduating.  I have  enjoyed  my  time 
here  and  have  met  a lot  of  nice  peo- 
ple; I think  it’s  neat  that  mom  and 
I are  both  graduating.” 

“Mom”  is  Janice  Lynn  Mills  who 
plans  to  continue  her  studies  in 
psychology  at  USM.  Janice  con- 
fesses, “I  will  be  graduating  with 
mixed  emotions;  one  is  a sense  of 
loss  at  leaving  a rewarding 
experience— the  other,  a sense  of  ac- 
complishment.” She  seems  gradua- 
tion as  “very  special”  particularly 
as  she  is  graduating  with  her  son. 
“It  has  been  a very  rewarding  and 
special  time  as  we  each  strived  to 
pursue  separate  careers,  yet  with 
the  identical  goals  of  graduation,” 
Janice  stated. 

Penny  and  Lori  Rogers  of  Walnut 
Grove  have  shared  several  special 
events  at  East  Central,  including 
starring  in  last  year’s  Spring 
Musical,  1940s  Radio  Hour. 
Graduating  with  a child  makes  this 
a special  occassion  for  Penny,  wife 
of  East  Central  Board  of  Trustees 
member  Dale  Rogers. 

But  the  really  unique  thing  about 
this  Mother-Daughter  duo  is  that 
this  is  the  first  graduation  that 


either  of  them  have  ever  par- 
ticipated in.  Lori  transferred  direct- 
ly to  college  after  completing  her 
junior  year  in  high  school.  Penny 
married  before  graduation  and  later 
earned  her  G.E.D.  Lori  has  decided 
to  put  her  education  on  hold  for  now 
and  has  recently  accepted  a full- 
time position  with  State  Farm  In- 
surance in  Carthage.  She  also  plans 
to  wed  fiance  David  Powers  of 
Jackson  in  September.  Penny,  on  the 
other  hand,  has  just  received  her  let- 
ter of  acceptance  to  University 
Medical  Center  where  she  plans  to 
continue  her  studies  in  occupational 
therapy.  Both  ladies  expressed  the 
fact  that  having  a supportive  fami- 
ly made  all  the  difference.  “We 
could  not  have  reached  this  goal 
without  the  support  of  Dad,  and  my 
younger  sister,  Lana,”  remarked 
Lori.  Penny  seemed  even  more  ex- 
cited about  graduation  than  Lori. 
“Getting  my  acceptance  letter  and 
my  cap  and  gown  on  the  same  day 
is  overwhelming.  It’s  a major 
milestone  for  me  and  I am  looking 
forward  to  sharing  this  event  with 
Lori.” 

These  three  families  represent  the 
complete  range  of  students  at  East 
Central  and  illustrate  that  education 
is  not  just  for  the  young  anymore, 
but  also  for  the  young  at  heart. 


Page  4 


The  Tom  Tom 


May  7,  1993 


First  place  honors  in  the  Central  Mississippi  Invitational  Tournament  held  March  29  at  Mississippi  State  University 
were  claimed  by  the  East  Central  Community  College  golf  team  shown  above  with  the  championship  trophy.  Team 
scorers  included,  seated  from  left,  Kevin  Smith  of  Union,  79;  Scott  May  of  Forest,  74;  Jason  Mangum  of  Decatur, 
94;  Robbie  Pierce  of  Union,  79;  and  Jason  Grayson  of  Forest,  84.  May  was  also  presented  a trophy  for  winning  tour- 
nament medalist  honors.  Standing  from  left  are  Coach  Joe  Clark  and  team  members  Nick  Pouncey  of  Decatur  and 
Leigh  Ann  Perdeye  and  Yancey  Mason,  both  of  Philadelphia.  East  Central  had  a 316  total  (lowest  four  scores)  and 
defeated  10  other  community  and  junior  college  teams.  Gulf  Coast  finished  second  at  322. 


Athletic  award  winners  announced 


The  Athletic  Department  at  East 
Central  hosted  a cook-out  for  the 
participants  in  Spring  Sports  on 
April  28,  1993  at  Turkey  Creek  at 
which  time  the  awards  for  perfor- 
mance were  made.  Coach  Mike 
Anderson  presented  a plaque  for 
Most  Improved  Player  in  softball  to 
Sara  Hollingsworth  of  Philadelphia 
and  Migkha  McDonald  was  selected 
as  Most  Valuable  Player.  She  was 
also  named  to  the  MCJAC  All-State 
Softball  Team. 

Scott  May  of  Forest  was  awarded 
the  plaque  for  Most  Valuable  Player 
in  Golf.  May,  who  was  named  to  the 
All-State  and  All  Region  XXIII 
Teams,  will  be  participating  in  the 
National  Community  and  Junior 
College  Tournament  in  May. 

Coach  Marty  Cooper  presented 
the  awards  for  Men’s  Basketball 
Program.  Taking  top  honors  was 
Marcus  Mann  of  Walnut  Grove  who 
was  selected  as  Best  Rebounder  and 
Most  Valuable  Player. 

Matt  Riley,  also  of  Walnut  Grove, 
received  the  award  for  Most  Assists, 
while  Harold  Scott  of  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  received  the  Most  Free- 
Throws  Award.  Eric  Morgan  of  Car- 
thage, received  the  Hustle  Award, 
and  Michael  Coats  of  Morton,  was 
named  Best  Defensive  Player. 

Sharing  the  honors  of  Most  Im- 
proved were  Stacy  Miller  of  Toxie, 
Alabama,  and  Anthony  Huddleston 
of  Union.  Anthony  Coleman  of  Tox- 
ie, Alabama,  was  named  Freshman 


of  the  Year. 

Most  Valuable  Player  in  Women’s 
Basketball  was  Rena  Reed  of 
Forest.  Coach  Sammy  Pace 
presented  the  Team  Captain  Award 
and  the  Spirit  Award  to  Amy  Jo  Ap- 
person  of  Philadelphia.  Memory 
Hunter,  also  of  Philadelphia,  receiv- 
ed Most  Rebounds  while  Tamella 
Mazingo  of  Union  was  named  Best 


Offensive  Player.  Shellie  Griffin  of 
Union  was  named  Best  Defensive 
Player.  Coach  Pace  also  presented 
plaques  to  Carla  Leflore  of  Carthage 
who  was  the  Free  Throw  Award 
Winner,  Scholastic  Winner,  and 
Freshman  Player  of  the  Year.  Clint 
Wright  of  Philadelphia  received  the 
first-ever  Student  Athletic  Trainer 
Award. 


1993-94  cheerleaders 
announced  at  East  Central 


Football  and  basketball 
cheerleaders  have  been  selected  for 
the  1993-94  school  year  at  East  Cen- 
tral Community  College,  announced 
sponsor  Kelly  Bridgman. 

Mrs.  Bridgman  said  football 
cheerleaders  include  returning  East 
Central  students  Jill  Willis  of 
Philadelphia,  Carree  Tucker  and 
Pam  Boatner,  both  of  Carthage,  and 
Leigh  Ann  Livingston  of  Louisville, 
and  area  high  school  students  Becky 
Luke  of  Hickory,  Ronda  Jones  of 
Forest,  Kristen  Barnett  of  Decatur, 
Amberly  Bounds  of  Newton,  and 
Leigh  Ann  Hatcher,  Eddie  Brantley 
and  Dawn  Sharp,  all  of 
Philadelphia.  Selected  as  an  alter- 
nate is  Stacey  Accord  of  Hickory. 
Mike  Stokes  of  Edinburg  will  again 


serve  as  Warrior  Chief  mascot  dur- 
ing football  and  basketball  seasons. 

Willis,  Tucker,  Boatner,  Sharp, 
Barnett,  Jones  and  Brantley  will 
also  serve  as  basketball 
cheerleaders. 

Tryouts  were  held  as  part  of 
Senior  Day  activities  March  25  on 
the  Decatur  campus. 


East  Central  golfers 
place  fourth  in  match 


East  Central  Community  College 
golfers  placed  fourth  in  the  regional- 
state  tournament  held  at  Millbrook 
Country  Club  in  Picayune  April 
20-21. 

Scott  May  of  Forest  led  the  War- 
riors in  the  36-hole  competition  by 
carding  a two-day  total  156  (73-83). 
Other  scores  were  Kevin  Smith  of 
Union  165  (76-89) ; Jason  Grayson  of 
Forest,  166  ( 83-83) ; Robbie  Pierce  of 
Union,  172  (89-83);  and  Nick 
Pouncey  of  Decatur,  176  (92-84).  The 
team  score  was  654. 

May  also  qualifed  to  compete  in 


the  Nationals,  scheduled  at  St. 
Simons  Island,  Georgia,  May  30 
through  June  4.  The  East  Central 
freshman  tied  for  second  place  in 
overall  tournament  scoring,  just  two 
strokes  from  Joe  Bannister  of  Gulf 
Coast.  May  had  an  average  score  of 
79  in  five  season  tournaments.  Each 
year  the  top  community /junior  col- 
lege golfer  automatically  receives 
the  MACJC  Player  of  the  Year 
award. 

Twelve  teams  participated  in  the 
two-day  state-regional  tournament, 
won  by  Gulf  Coast  with  a 625  score. 


EC’s  women’s  softball  team 
concludes  first  season 


By  WADE  PHILLIPS 


Mike  Anderson’s  Lady  Diamond 
Warriors  picked  up  their  first  win  in 
school  history  with  a 10-6  victory 
over  Mississippi  Delta  in  the  first 
game  of  a doubleheader  on  March 
29.  They  dropped  the  second  game 
14-9. 

The  first-year  team  picked  up 
their  second  win,  10-9  in  8 innings, 
April  1 in  the  nightcap  of  a home 
double  header  against  Hinds.  EC 
improved  to  2-10  overall  and  2-6  in 
the  four  team  north  division.  The  top 
three  teams  from  each  division  ad- 
vanced to  the  state  tournament  in 
Brookhaven  on  April  27. 

Hinds  and  Mississippi  Delta  are  in 


14th  and  13th  seasons,  playing 
against  the  group  of  East  Central 
walk-ons. 

Leading  hitters  for  the  Warriors 
are  freshmen,  Mighka  MacDonald 
of  Newton  and  Stacy  Smith  of 
Decatur,  batting  .563  and  .500, 
respectively. 

Only  four  of  EC’s  fifteen  players 
qyer  played  high  school  softball,  yet 
they  have  been  beaten  by  only  three 
runs,  or  less,  6 times. 

Tryouts  for  the  1994  team  were 
held  at  9 a.m.  on  Saturday,  April  24. 
Scholarships  will  be  awarded  for 
those  who  made  the  1993-94  team. 

East  Centra]  has  had  a very 
respectable  first  season  and  hopes 
to  continue  improving  next  year. 


Tina  Coleman  makes  the  tag  to  the  opponent  in  a recent  East  Central  game. 
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Teammates  congratulate  Shannon  Cooley  after  he  hit  a homerun  in  a recent  outing. 

The  Twenty-Three  Musketeers 


By  AMY  PACE 

Literature  only  records  “Three 
Musketeers'’  in  the  classic  by  Alex- 
ander Dumas,  but  at  East  Central 
the  situation  tends  to  be  a bit  dif- 
ferent. Here  it  seems  that  there  are 
twenty-three  musketeers,  although 
they  are  not  commonly  referred  to 
by  that  title.  Students  here  just  refer 
to  them  as  “The  Diamond  War- 
riors.” 

When  people  think  of  baseball, 
they  usually  think  of  hotdogs, 
peanuts  and  homeruns,  but  when 
people  in  our  area  think  of  baseball, 
they  think  of  teamwork, 
togetherness  and  friendship. 
Baseball  at  East  Central  is  not  just 
a game;  it’s  an  attitude.  Even 
though  all  the  members  of  the  team 
are  individuals,  they  have  a unique 
tendency  to  pull  together,  both  on 
and  off  the  field.  Sophomore  pitcher 
Roger  Caperton  stated,  “When  one 
baseball  player  succeeds  at 
something,  all  of  the  baseball 
players  succeed.”  This  doesn’t  just 
apply  to  baseball  but  to  other 
aspects  of  life  as  well. 

Perhaps  one  reason  for  this 
special  bonding  is  the  fact  that  the 
players  spend  so  many  hours 
together.  Shortshop  Daniel  Landry 
commented,  “Due  to  the  long  hours 
of  practicing,  running  and  lifting 
weights,  we  become  closer  to  one 
another.  That’s  all  hard  work  and  we 
have  to  encourage  and  support  each 
other  in  order  to  succeed.  I guess  it 
pays  off.” 

Obviously  it  does  pay  off  as  the 
Warriors  are  currently  29  and  15, 
which  ties  the  school  record  for  best 
season,  a record  which  could  be 
broken  in  the  last  game  of  the 
season.  Of  course,  a key  to  winning 
baseball  games  is  being  able  to  read 
the  signs,  and  it’s  a sure  sign  that 
Warriors  are  a very  loyal  troupe. 
They  are  a TEAM,  not  only  on  the 
field,  but  off  the  field  as  well. 
Everyone  is  familiar  with  the  term 
“male  bonding”  but  it’s  a unique  ex- 


perience to  see  it  in  action. 

Of  course  this  situation  has  its 
negative  side  as  well.  One  player’s 
girlfriend  expressed  it  this  way,  “If 
you  are  going  to  date  a baseball 
player,  you  might  as  well  get  ac- 
customed to  the  fact  that  when  one 
player  is  depressed  or  mad,  they  are 
all  depressed  or  mad.  If  one  plays 


Highly  touted  East  Central  Com- 
munity College  basketball  player 
Marcus  Mann  announced  last  week 
he  will  continue  his  athletic  career 
at  the  University  of  Evansville  (In- 
diana), a member  of  the  Midwest 
Collegiate  Conference.  Mann,  a 6’7” 
freshman  forward  from  Walnut 
Grove,  made  his  announcement  dur- 
ing a press  conference  held  on  the 
Decatur  campus.  Recruited  by 
numerous  universities  from  various 
conferences,  Mann  had  narrowed 
his  choice  to  Evansville  and 
Mississippi  State  University.  The 

Spring  Art  Show 
exhibited 

The  1993  Spring  Art  Show  has  been 
on  exhibit  in  the  Fine  Arts  Building 
since  April  21.  This  year  there  were 
many  works  of  art  from  the  draw- 
ing, painting  and  design  classes. 
Several  students  were  not  art  ma- 
jors but  chose  one  of  the  art  courses 
for  the  enjoyment  of  art,  while  many 
of  the  other  students  were  taking  re- 
quired courses  for  an  art  degree. 

The  show  consisted  of  works  of  art 
in  3-dimensional,  drawing,  ink  and 
painting.  A reception  was  held 
Wednesday  night,  April  21,  in  honor 
of  the  show  and  the  exhibiting 
artist^. 


badly,  they  all  commiserate 
together,  but  when  one  player  wins, 
they  all  win!” 

Although  the  legendary  “Three 
Musketeers”  coined  the  expression, 
the  ECCC  baseball  team  lives  it . . 

. For  the  Diamond  Warriors,  it’s 
always,  “ALL  FOR  ONE  AND  ONE 
FOR  ALL.” 


South  Leake  High  School  product 
averaged  21  points  and  12  rebounds 
per  game  and  led  East  Central  to  a 
24-8  overall  record  and  the  state 
tournament  championship.  He  has 
received  various  post  season  honors, 
including  being  named  second  team 
All  American,  All  Region  23  and  All 
State.  He  was  also  selected  on  the  All 
Region  23  Tournament  Team.  War- 
rior head  coach  Marty  Cooper  said 
Mann  will  graduate  in  December, 
1993.  Following  graduation  Mann 
will  immediately  become  eligible  to 
play  for  the  Evansville  “Purple 
Aces,”  coached  by  Jim  Crews. 


Marcus  Mann 


Mann  announces  decision  to 
attend  Evansville  University 


Spring  Spree  champs! 

These  East  Central  Community  College  students  won  first  place  honors  in 
the  annual  Spring  Spree  competition  held  on  the  Decatur  campus.  Seven 
12-person  teams  participated  in  the  athletic  event,  held  on  the  Warrior  foot- 
ball field.  Members  of  the  winning  team,  named  “BFH,”  included,  first  row, 
from  left,  Deirdre  Amis  of  Conehatta,  Jill  Willis  and  Mandi  Bates,  both  of 
Philadelphia;  Susan  McCann  of  Sebastopol,  Pam  Boatner  of  Carthage,  Yancey 
Mason  of  Philadelphia  and,  back  row,  from  left,  Jason  Mangum  of  Decatur, 
Daniel  Landry  (on  shoulders)  of  Plaquemine,  La.;  Michael  Petyak  of 
Brookhaven,  Jason  Grayson  of  Forest,  Robbie  jjiornton  of  Carthage  and  Chris 
Eriksen  of  Thomasville,  Ala.  A cookout  for  students  and  college  personnel  con- 
cluded the  day’s  activities. 


Sign  scholarships 


and  Tamella  Mazingo,  both  of  Union,  have  signed  letters  of  intent  with  Mobile 
College  in  Alabama,  Griffin,  a guard,  is  the  daughter  of  E.  V.  and  Marqaret 
Griffin.  She  was  selected  last  season’s  “Rookie  of  the  Year”  and  averaqed 
12  points  and  seven  rebounds  per  game  during  the  1992-93  campaiqn  Maz- 
'"9<*  a.fo™ard:  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larry  Mazingo.  She  was  nam- 
e best  offensive  player  and  top  free  throw  shooter  for  1991-92,  and  was 
selected  on  the  All-Star  squad  following  the  1992-93  season.  She  also  averaged 
about  12  points  and  seven  rebounds  per  contest.  The  Lady  Warriors,  coach- 
ed by  Sammy  Pace,  finished  the  season  with  a 14-12  mark.  The  Mobile  Lady 
Rams  are  coached  by  Curt  Berger. 
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BSU  wraps  up 
1993  school  year 

By  GINA  BISHOP 

The  BSU  wrapped  up  the  school 
year  with  a few  final  activities.  On 
Wednesday,  April  28,  the  BSU  hosted 
the  final  lunch  encounter  of  the 
semester.  Also,  they  sponsored  a 
Rock-a-Thon  April  30-May  1.  The 
Rock-a-Thon  raised  money  for  a mis- 
sion trip  May  16-20  to  New  Orleans, 
La.  While  in  New  Orleans,  students 
will  work  with  the  homeless,  and 
conduct  worship  services  at  the 
Brantly  Center. 

Also.  Darnell  Isaac  from  Conehat- 
ta.  will  serve  as  ECCC  BSU  Summer 
Missionary  to  Iowa.  Darnell’s 
responsibilities  will  be  to  work  with 
children  and  youth  during  VBS  and 
Back  Yard  Bible  Clubs. 

On  April  14,  the  BSU  held  a special 
service  to  install  the  new  council  for 
the  new  1993-94  school  year. 

The  1993-94  council  includes: 

Katie  Roper  of  Edinburg,  presi- 
dent; Kelly  Jackson  of  Forest,  Bible 
study  chairperson;  Marsha  Graham 
of  Sebastopol,  social  chairperson; 
Bruce  Thomas  of  Chunky,  com- 
munication chairperson;  Chuck 
Tillman  of  Union,  outreach 
chairperson;  Melanie  Freshour  of 
Harperville,  secretary;  Stacey 
Davis  of  Union,  fine  arts  chairper- 
son; Kim  Brooks  of  Union,  special 
events  chairperson;  and  John 
Stansbury  of  Morton,  Heartsound 
director. 


Attention 
non-traditional 
EC  students 

By  DIANE  DOUGLAS 

Non-traditional  students,  did  you 
now  East  Central  has  a scholarship 
just  for  you?  It  is  awarded  to  a 
deserving  non-traditional  student 
after  completing  a specific  number 
of  course  hours. 

If  you  are  interested  in  applying 
for  this  scholarship,  talk  to  Dr. 
White,  Dr.  Jefcoat  or  Mr.  McMullan. 
They  will  direct  you  to  the  correct 
people  who  will  give  you  the  applica- 
tion. This  scholarship  is  a wonder- 
ful opportunity  to  gain  financial 
support  for  your  college  career 
while  at  East  Central. 


Cherry  Todd 


Cherry  Todd  joins 
East  Central  staff 

Cherry  Todd  of  Hickory  has  been 
named  Licensed  Practical  Nurse  in- 
structor at  East  Central  Communi- 
ty College  in  Decatur,  announced  Dr. 
Eddie  M.  Smith,  college  president. 

Mrs.  Tbdd  began  her  new  duties  on 
March  8. 

Before  joining  the  East  Central 
faculty,  Mrs.  Todd  served  as  staff 
nurse/grounds  supervisor  at  East 
Mississippi  State  Hospital  in  Meri- 
dian. She  has  experience  as  an  LPN 
instructor  at  Meridian  Community 
College  and  clinical  instructor  at 
Matty  Hersee  School  of  Nursing. 
She  has  additional  experience  in 
various  other  clinical  settings,  such 
as  operating  room,  labor  and 
delivery,  post-partum,  and  cardiac 
nursing. 

A graduate  of  Beulah  Hubbard 
High  School,  Mrs.  Todd  received  an 
associate  degree  in  nusring  from 
Meridian  Community  College  and  a 
bachelor’s  degree  in  nursing  from 
William  Carey  College. 

Mrs.  Todd  has  two  sons,  Joe 
Hillman  of  Hickory  and  Kenny 
Hillman  of  San  Diego,  Calif.;  and 
five  grandchildren. 

She  is  the  daughter  of  Havis 
McElwee  Caldwell  of  Hickory  and 
Ernest  D.  Rivers  of  College  Station, 
Texas. 


* * * 

It  is  wisdom  to  believe  the 
heart. 

— George  Santayana 


Join  Us  for  Lunch! 

We  offer  a variety  of  take-out 
foods  or  dine  in  on  the  best  chicken 
nuggets  in  town.  We  also  offer 
plate  lunches,  all  at  affordable  prices. 

Edna's  Kytchen 

Hwy.  15  in  Decatur  • 635-2525 


Athletes  receive  post-season  honors 


Tamella  Mazingo  of  Union  was  been 
selected  to  the  Mississippi  Commun- 
ty/Junior  College  All-Star  Team. 


Rena  Reed  of  Forest  was  named  as 
a first  team  All-State  Player  and  was 
also  named  to  the  All  Region  Team  for 
Region  23. 


Harold  Scott  of  Memphis,  Tenn.  was 
selected  to  participate  in  the 
Mississippi  Community  and  Junior 
College  All-Star  game. 


Anthony  Coleman  of  South  Choctaw 
High  in  Toxie,  Ala.  was  selected  as 
Honorable-Mention  for  the  All-State 
Team. 


Marcus  Mann  of  Walnut  Grove  was 
named  as  a First  Team  All-State 
Selection,  Region  23  All-Tournament 
Team  and  the  all-Region  Team.  He 
was  also  selected  as  a Second  Team, 
All-American. 


Memory  Hunter  of  Philadelphia  was 
selected  as  Honorable-Mention  for  the 
All-State  Team. 


Sign  football  scholarships 

Recent  signees  with  the  University  of  Arkansas  at  Pine  Bluff  are  these  East  Central  Community  College  football 
players,  from  left,  Bernard  Ball,  a 6-0,  233-pound  linebacker  from  Louisville  Adrian  Allen,  a 6-0,  184-pound  corner- 
back  from  Morrow,  Ga.;  and  Kendrick  Bester,  a 6-4,  331-pound  offensive  tackle  and  former  standout  at  Neshoba  Central. 
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ECCC  performers 

The  Ac'cents,  a vocal  ensemble  composed  of  East  Central  Community  College  students,  have  provided  special  enter- 
tainment for  various  clubs  and  organizations  throughout  the  college’s  five-county  district  during  the  1992-93  school 
year.  Members  of  the  popular  group,  shown  at  a recent  campus  performance,  include,  from  left,  Maria  Leach  of 
Sebastopol,  Kimberly  Stephens  and  Kelly  Keeton,  both  of  Morton,  Christen  McLain  of  Philadelphia,  Cindy  Callahan 
of  Forest,  John  Stansbury  of  Morton,  Michael  Roberts  of  Forest,  Scott  Gregory  of  Louisville,  Matthew  Howell  of  Walnut 
Grove  and  Jason  White  of  Morton.  The  group  is  directed  by  Charles  Hinson. 


Jimmie  Rodgers  Festival 
announces  lineup  for  1993 


Sam  Marshall,  President  of  the 
Jimmie  Rodgers  Memorial  Founda- 
tion announced  the  1993  Jimmie 
Rodgers  Country  Music  Festival 
Lineup  during  a press  conference  at 
the  Meridian/Lauderdale  County 
Partnership  Board  Room  on  April 
15. 

The  entertaining  festival  which 
honors  Meridian’s  own  Jimmie 
Rodgers,  “the  Father  of  Country 
Music”,  begins  May  22  and  con- 
tinues through  May  29.  Activities 
scheduled  for  1993  include  nightly 
concerts  at  the  Temple  Theatre,  a 
celebrity  golf  tournament  and 
fishing  rodeo,  the  Jimmie  Rodgers 
Talent  Contest,  and  a downtown 
street  dance. 

Top  name  entertainers  who  will 
appear  during  the  week  include 
Aaron  Tippin,  Billie  Joe  Royal,  Col- 
lin Raye,  Patty  Loveless,  and  Ricky 
Scaggs.  Also  scheduled  to  appear 
are  Jason  D.  Williams,  The  Perrys, 
J.  D.  Sumner  & the  Stamps  Quartet, 
Tracy  Lawrence,  Patsy  Montana, 
and  Rick  McWilliams,  grandnephew 
of  Jimmie  Rodgers.  A special  night 
of  entertainment  promises  to  be  the 
Songwriters  Night,  featuring  a host 
of  songwriters  including  Delbert 
McClinton,  Paul  Davis,  Paul 
Overstreet,  Dean  Dillon,  and  Mark 
Gray  performing  their  great  songs 
of  past  and  present  pop  country 
music. 


Capping  the  week  will  be  two 
legendary  country  music  per- 
formers for  a show  on  Saturday 
night,  May  29.  Tanya  Tucker  and 
Willie  Nelson  will  co-headline  a fan- 
tastic concert  at  the  Mississippi- 
Alabama  State  Fairgrounds  begin- 
ning at  7 p.m.  The  show  will  also 
feature  the  1993  Jimmie  Rodgers 
Talent  Contest  Winner  and  the 
Ernest  Tubb  Midnight  Jamboree. 

Singer  Jimmie  Rodgers  gained 
popularity  during  the  late  1920’s  and 
early  1930’s  through  his  vocal  and 
guitar  music.  Known  as  the  "Sing- 
ing Brakeman,"  he  sang  songs  of  the 
poor  man’s  South,  often  portrayed 
through  sharecroppers  and 
railroaders.  The  Jimmie  Rodgers 
Museum  in  Meridian  has  many  ar- 
tifacts on  display  from  the  life  of 
Rodgers  which  will  be  on  a tour  of 
Meridian  attractions  offered  to 
visitors. 

Events  kick-off  Saturday,  May  22 
with  a memorial  run,  the  Jimmie 
Rodgers  Pageant,  and  a downtown 
“street  dance’’.  A memorial 
gravesite  service  will  also  be  held 
Wednesday,  May  26. 

For  more  information  on  the 
week’s  activities,  ticket  information 
and  lodging  accomodations,  contact 
the  Meridian/Lauderdale  County 
Partnership  at  1-800-748-9970  or 
write  P.  0.  Box  790,  Meridian,  MS 
39302. 


East  Central  Community  College  is  proud  to  an- 
nounce its  6th  annual  Kids  College  and  Junior  High 
Enrichment  Program.  This  interesting  and  educa- 
tional program  will  offer  15  classes  this  summer. 
Class  locations  include  the  Decatur  campus  and  the 
Philadelphia/Neshoba  County  Vocational-Technical 
Center.  Age  groups  for  the  classes  will  be  7 years 
to  1 1 years  (elementary),  1 2 to  1 4 years  (junior  high) 
and  15  to  18  years  of  age  (high  school). 


DECATUR 
June  14-18 

Elementary  Age  (7-11) 
_Art  for  Elementary  Children 
8 a.m.-9:50  a.m. 
.Computer  Day  Camp 

10:10  a.m. -12  Noon 

Junior  High  Age  (12-14) 
_Math  Enrichment 

8 a.m.-12  Noon 

June  21-25 

Elementary  Age  (7-11) 
beginning  Tennis 

8 a.m.-9:50  a.m. 
_Fun  with  Numbers 

10:10  a.m.-12  Noon 

Junior  High  Age  (12-14) 
.Computer  Day  Camp 

8 a.m.-12  Noon 


Kid’s  College 

June  28-July  2 

Elementary  & Junior  High  Age  (7-14) 

Intermediate  Tennis 

8 a.m. -9:50  a.m. 

Children’s  Chorus 

10:10  a.m.-12  Noon 


July  12-16 

Elementary  Age  (7-11) 
.Beginning  Spanish 

8 a.m. -12  Noon 

Junior  High  Age  (12-14) 
.Science  Enrichment 

8 a.m.-12  Noon 

June  14-July  23 

Elementary  Age  (7-11) 
.Summer  Piano  Lessons* 

Lesson  times  to  be  arranged 

Junior  High  Age  (12-14) 
.Summer  Piano  Lessons* 

Lesson  times  to  be  arranged 

High  School  Age  (15-18) 
.Summer  Piano  Lessons* 

Lesson  times  to  be  arranged 


PHILADELPHIA 
June  14-18 

Elementary  Age  (7-11) 
.Fun  with  Numbers 

8 a.m.-12  Noon 

June  21-25 

Junior  High  Age  (12-14) 
.Math  Enrichment 

8 a.m. -12  Noon 

July  12-16 

Elementary  Age  (7-11) 
.Computer  Day  Camp 


’Total  cost  for  summer:  $48. 

Note:  Piano  lessons  will  be  limited  to  those  students  who  plan 
to  register  for  the  new  Pre-College  Piano  Program  at  East  Cen- 
tral in  the  fall  semester.  Registration  for  the  piano  lessons  will 
be  held  Friday,  June  1 1 at  9 a.m.  in  the  Fine  Arts  Building.  Lesson 
times  can  be  arranged  so  as  not  to  conflict  with  other  classes 
being  offered. 


8 a.m.-12  Noon 

July  19-23 

Junior  High  Age  (12-14) 

Computer  Day  Camp 

8 a.m.-12  Noon 

NOTE:  Space  is  limited  for  the  computer  camps.  Should  classes 
not  develop  or  be  cancelled,  checks  will  be  returned. 

For  additional  information  phone 
635-2111,  Ext.  279 

East  Central  Community  College  does  nol  discriminate  on  the  basis  ol  race  rnin, 
ot  1973,  and  the  Americans  with  Disabilities  Act  ot  1990 
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★ Commencement 


wick  Alford,  Michael  Allen  Bane, 
Terry  Banks,  Tommy  J.  Farley,  Bet- 
tye  Bea  Faulkner,  Leventure  Wayne 
Harris,  Lakeshia  Harvey, 
Christopher  Paul  Isaac,  Lashanda 
Leflore,  Dana  Marie  McGivney, 
Gary  * Marcus  McPhail,  Stewart 
Keith  Parker,  Barbara  Lynn  Terry, 
Joseph  Jeffre  Renaud,  Edward 
Ralph  Sanders,  Lindsey  Markee 
Sanders,  Rochelle  Patrice 
Sparkman,  John  Mark  Sullivan,  and 
Linda  D.  Vowell,  all  of  Carthage;  ' 
Wayne  Eldred  Butler,  Amy  Rebec-  . 
ca  Shows  and  Johnny  B.  Thomas,  all 
of  Lena;  and  Gresham  K.  Fortune, 
Martenna  Gates,  David  Wayne  Jor- 
dan. Sylvester  Darnell  Lewis,  Susan 
Marie  McCann,  Frances  Jean 
Parham.  Matthew  L.  Riley,  Lori 
Leigh  Rogers,  Penny  Teresa  Rogers 
and  Tina  Thrash  Rudolph,  all  of 
Walnut  Grove. 

NESHOBA  COUNTY:  Amy  Jo  Ap- 
person,  Gary  Scott  Battle,  Floyd  A. 
Bozeman,  Connie  Brewer,  Coby  D. 
Clay,  Tyrone  Collier,  Carolyn  S. 
Comby,  Jaye  Jave  Copeland.  Roger 
Brad  Copeland,  Brian  Lee 
Cumberland,  Michael  P.  Dan, 
Joseph  Keith  Goodwin,  Jelena 
Margaret  Hammack,  Valerie  Y. 
Hathorn,  Shanta  B.  Holmes,  Joey 
Fritzgerald  Horne,  Linda  K. 
Houston,  Tayaneka  Rickson  Kearns, 
Robert  Bruce  Lee,  Cynthia  Ann 
Luke,  Aletha  Karen  McMillan,  Don- 
nie Wayne  Montgomery,  Ocean 
Pearl  Moore,  Jackie  Dewayne  Mor- 
ris, Christopher  S.  Partridge,  Aman- 
da Jilcaprice  Posey,  Mark  A. 
Samuel.  Oliver  Andy  Saveli,  Cindi 
Lynn  Sharp,  William  Edward  Smith, 
Earnest  Dewey  Stovall,  Mark 
Eldred  Stovall,  Henrietta  Kaye 
Thomas,  Tonya  Anita  Thompson, 
William  Keith  Thrash,  Stacey  Nicole 
Turner,  Chris  Everette  Vowell, 
Christy  Lynn  Williamson,  Toronda 
L.  Wilson  and  Charles  Clinton 
Wright,  all  of  Philadelphia. 

NEWTON  COUNTY:  Michael 
Wayne  Bradley,  Lamonica  S. 
Buckley,  Wortly  Evans  Cager,  H. 
Graham  Carleton,  Pamela  Dianne 
Cleveland,  Velisha  Deshunda 
Dubose,  Jay  W.  Fortenberry, 
Deborah  Clark  French,  Kevin  E. 
French,  Brian  Steven  Gordon, 
Shellie  Maret  Griffin,  Scott  Anthony 
Hancock,  Vickie  Lynett  Hedgepeth, 
Michael  Shawn  Humphreys, 
Heather  Deeanne  Jones,  Jason 
Wayne  Laird,  John  Christopher 
Lopez,  Tamella  Mazingo,  Cathy  Lee 
Meador,  Bryan  Lee  Miley,  Jason 
Christopher  Milling,  Velma  Smith 
Rainer,  Christopher  Staffo  Smith, 
Kevin  Lee  Smith,  Polly  Faye  Spivey, 
Monte  Lee  Suggs,  James  David  Ter- 
rell, Cynthia  Kay  Thompson, 
Timothy  Dale  Watkins,  Kimberly 
Ann  Wedgeworth  and  Thmmy  Saveli 
Williams,  all  of  Union;  Jacob  Lamar 
Addy,  Kimberly  Bender  Amis,  Jen- 
nifer Leigh  Anderson,  A1  Pace 
Bailey,  Marianne  Bamberg,  Tracy 
Rena  Blackburn,  Cindy  K.  West 
Boulton,  Mario  M.  Brown,  David 
Mirl  Campbell,  Audrey  D.  Clark, 
Kevin  Robert  Clark,  Mary  E. 
Johnson  Gilmore,  Larene  McNeil 
Green,  Rhonda  Loper  Griffin, 
Stephanie  A.  Harrison,  Franklin 
Todd  McLelland,  Sidney  Leon 
McNeil,  Lester  S.  Miles,  Janice  Lynn 
Mills,  Michael  Earl  Mills,  Brandi 
Crystal  Parkes,  Christy  R.  Pierce, 
Nick  Alan  Pouncey,  Rebecca  Bell 
Saveli,  Stacey  Denise  Smith,  Rebec- 
ca Milling  Stevens,  Richard  Edward 
Walker  and  Willie  Carlton  Wilkin- 
son, all  of  Decatur;  Luis  C.  Ayllon, 


Rebecca  Elon  Everett,  Tammy  L. 
Ferguson,  Jay  Steven  Mills  and 
Tommy  Rydell  Wilson,  all  of 
Hickory;  Marian  Dennis  Blalock, 
Lee  B.  Eady  and  Teresa  Horton 
Thornton,  all  of  Lawrence;  Angela 
Dell  Boutwell,  Dianne  H.  Douglas, 
Luke  Andrew  Gibbon,  Donald  M. 
Hollingsworth,  Patricia  Dawn 
Jones,  Renee  Marie  Jones,  Sammie 
Jean  Jones,  Monica  Sherrelle 
Logan,  Terry  G.  McKinion  Jr.,  Mark 
Allen  Norman,  Jay  F.  Pippin,  David 
Reed  Pitts,  Jeanette  Strait,  Jeannie 
Marie  Vance  and  James  Kirk 
Weems,  all  of  Newton;  B.  Fay 
Winstead  Fisher,  Justin  Lin  Fisher 
and  Kimberly  Joan  Goss,  all  of  Con- 
ehatta;  Cindy  Faye  Herrington, 
Shelia  F.  McDill,  Mercend  Leigh 
Moore  and  William  Andrew  Parker, 
all  of  Little  Rock;  and  Dorothy 
Renee  McLemore  and  Vicky  Lynn 
Nixon,  both  of  Chunky. 

SCOTT  COUNTY:  Rynthia  Glee 
Anthony,  Penny  Michelle  Koehne, 
Maria  Suzanne  Leach  and  Rachel 
Edward  Miles,  all  of  Sebastopol; 
Jimmy  Dale  Bell,  Stecey  McNeil 
Bell,  Katrina  Rochell  Bounds,  Kris- 
ty Leigh  Burkes,  Joshua  Allen  Jeff- 
coats,  Amy  Elizabeth  Johnson, 
Pamela  Gloria  Johnson,  Tony  Ter- 
rell Jones,  Rodney  Lashawn  Lyles, 
Chadwick  Marshall  Massey,  James 
Michael  McDonald,  Mary  Ann 
Myers,  Christopher  D.  Patrick, 
Melissa  Eve  Sessions,  Robin  Alicia 
Stroud,  Judy  Ann  Thompson,  Kevin 
Viverette  and  Yvette  Meashelle 
Wash,  all  of  Forest;  C.  Shannon 
Busby,  Rebecca  Measells,  Rochelle 
Mandi  Sessums  and  Paul  Terrell 
Walker,  all  of  Morton;  Rochelle 
Gunn  Gaddis,  Harperville;  Margo 
Lynn  Archie,  Lynnetta  Carol 
Cooksey,  Paul  Ray  Evans,  Dianna 
Mitchell  Gibbs,  James  Calvin  Gray, 
Leslie  Lerone  Gray,  Janice  Marie 
Hammons,  David  Benjamin 
McLemore,  Scottie  Alan  Moore, 
Stephen  L.  Moore,  Michael  James 
Mouton  and  Nena  Lee  Robinson,  all 
of  I 

WINSTON  COUNTY:  Mark  An- 
tonio Anderson,  Roger  Henry  Caper- 
ton,  Contina  Lashurn  Coleman, 
Derrick  Cook  Jr.,  John  Christopher 
Croft,  Paul  Davey  Glass,  James  Lee 
Goodin,  John  Thomas  Haggard, 
Katrina  Harris,  Latarsha  A.  Harris, 
Karen  Lynn  Hill,  Betty  Jean  Love, 
Jim  Davis  McAdory,  Charmaletta  S. 
Pickens,  Carolyn  A.  Prisock,  Sonja 
Michelle  Quinn,  Sharon  J.  Rodgers, 
James  Keith  Stokes,  Joel  Henry 
Triplett,  Jay  Walter  Watson  and 
Tracy  0.  Wragg,  all  of  Louisville; 
Chris  Scott  Bennett,  Amy  Lou  Bur- 
chfield and  Bobby  Allan  Shumaker, 
all  of  McCool;  and  Susan  Denise 
Duran,  Salento  Womonto  Hudson, 
Jimmy  W.  Parker  and  Mistie  Lynn 
Robinson,  all  of  Noxapater. 

OUT-OF-DISTRICT 

AMITE  COUNTY:  Melissa  Ann 
Thomas,  Gloster. 

CLARKE  COUNTY:  John  T. 
Kipte,  Quitman. 

JASPER  COUNTY:  Curzine 
Osane  Satcher,  Heidelberg. 

JONES  COUNTY:  Michael  A. 
Jones,  Soso. 

KEMPER  COUNTY:  Casey  Rae 
Clifton,  DeKalb,  and  Deborah  Lynn 
Jerriel,  Preston. 

LAUDERDALE  COUNTY: 
Kaycee  Jo  Carmichael,  Cherisha 
Dawn  Holcombe,  G.  B.  Mitchell, 
Angela  J.  Pritchard  and  Katherine 
Shadoin  Sartin,  all  of  Meridian;  and 
Russell  James  Kangas,  Collinsville. 

MADISON  COUNTY:  Jarmarlo 


Sherrell  Harris,  Canton. 

RANKIN  COUNTY:  Nathan  Steen 
Patrick,  Pelahatchie. 

WARREN  COUNTY:  Stacy  Diane 
Copeland,  Vicksburg. 

OUT-OF-STATE 

* Awards  Day 


Colleges  and  represented  East  Cen- 
tral as  a member  of  the  Scholars 
Bowl  Team.  She  participated  in  the 
Honors  English  and  History  pro- 
grams and  won  first  place  in  the 
Mississippi  Community  College 
Creative  Writing  Association  Essay- 
Competition.  She  is  also  a Presi- 
dent’s List  Scholar.  Rochelle  holds 
membership  in  Phi  Theta  Kappa, 
Phi  Beta  Lambda,  Mu  Alpha  Theta, 
the  modeling  squad  and  the  BSU. 

Kimberly  Joan  Goss,  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy  Goss  of  Union,  was 
selected  to  be  included  in  Who’s  Who 
Among  Students  in  American 
Junior  Colleges.  She  is  a member  of 
the  Warrior  Corps,  VICA  and  the 
Presidents  Council.  She  has  served 
as  state  VICA  reporter  and  receiv- 
ed a Society  of  Manufacturing 
Engineers  Scholarship.  Kim  also 
represented  East  Central  and 
Mississippi  at  the  National  VICA 
leadership  conference. 

Chris  Croft  of  Louisville  is  the  son 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Croft.  Chris 
is  a member  of  Phi  Theta  Kappa, 
the  Warrior  Corps,  the  Student 
Education  Association,  the  Presi- 
dent’s Council,  the  Christian 
Athletes  Association,  and  the 
Residence  Hall  Council.  He  is  also 
actively  involved  in  the  intramural 
sports  program  and  has  been  the 
student  assistant  for  the  East  Cen- 
tral men’s  basketball  program  for 
the  past  two  years.  Chris,  a dean’s 
list  scholar,  has  also  been  selected 
to  Who’s  Who  Among  Students  in 
American  Junior  Colleges. 

Brandi  Crystal  Parkes  was  also 
selected  for  inclusion  in  Who’s  Who 
Among  Students  in  American 
Junior  Colleges.  She  participates  in 
intramural  sports,  Phi  Theta  Kappa, 
the  Diamond  Girls,  Warrior  Corps, 
President’s  Council  and  Mu  Alpha 
Theta.  Brandi,  the  daughter  of  Mrs. 
Brenda  Parkes  and  the  late  Nicky 
Parkes  of  Decatur,  has  received 
numerous  awards  at  East  Central. 
She  was  inducted  into  Phi  Theta 
Kappa’s  Order  of  the  Golden  Key, 
selected  as  HEADWAE  student, 
served  on  the  Scholar’s  Bowl  Team 
and  was  elected  sophomore 
Homecoming  maid. 

Jennifer  Anderson  is  the  daughter 
of  Mike  and  Kathy  Anderson  of 
Decatur.  Jennifer  has  participated 
in  intramural  sports,  Phi  Theta  Kap- 
pa, the  Warrior  Corps,  Sigma  Sigma 
Mu  Tau,  the  President’s  Council  and 
the  Fashion  Squad.  Jennifer  was 
selected  as  a class  favorite  her 
freshman  year  and  was  the  1992 
Homecoming  Maid  of  Honor.  In  ad- 
dition, she  has  been  a president’s  list 
scholar  and  secretary  of  the  SBA. 

Other  students  receiving 
academic  or  vocational-technical 
awards  are  as  follows: 

ALUMNI  MEMORIAL  AWARDS 

Billy  Wayne  Baucwm,  Secondary 
Education,  Christ  Croft;  Opal 
McMullan  Dickinson,  Elementary 
Education,  Polly  Spivey;  Alatha 
Chaney  English  Award,  Lynetta 
Cooksey;  Carl  and  Doug  Cooper 
Memorial  Scholarship,  Sharon 
Rodgers;  W.  A.  Coursey,  Jr., 


ALABAMA:  Terrence  Xavier 
Nunn,  Mobile. 

ARKANSAS:  Scott  Alan  Grabber, 
Perry. 

FLORIDA:  Steven  Bartlett 
Eliard,  Miami  and  Brian  Lee 
Lambert,  Ft.  Myers. 


LOUISIANA:  Daniel  P.  Landry 
and  Robert  Babin  Templet,  both  of 
Plaquemine  and  Stephanie  Ann 
Wiley,  Ferriday. 

TENNESSEE:  Harold  Gene'  , 
Scott,  Millington. 


Engineering,  Monte  Suggs ; Danny 
R.  Killens,  Engineering,  Jay 
Fortenberry;  Sue  Yarbrough 
Fulgham,  Speech,  Justin  Fisher;  In- 
tramurals, Bruce  Lee;  Jack  B.  Mayo 
Phi  Theta  Kappa,  Brandi  Parkes; 
Dr.  Edwin  Miller,  Medical  Services, 
Jennifer  Anderson;  Howard 
Sessums,  Men’s  Basketball,  Harold 
Scott  and  Matthew  Riley;  Andrew  F. 
Webb,  Football,  Todd  Vowell; 
Earline  Wood,  Women’s  Basketball, 
Mistie  Robinson. 

FACULTY  MEMORIAL  AWARDS 
J.  Wallace  Bedwell,  Business,  Luis 
Ayllon;  Frank  M.  Cross,  Freshman 
Chemistry,  Stacy  L.  Bryan;  Robert 
G.  Fick  Memorial  Scholarship, 
David  Ezell;  Frank  Edwin  Leather- 
wood  Scholarship,  Kimberly  Reel;  J. 
Andy  Miller,  Freshman  Engineer- 
ing, Derrick  Tucker;  Charles  H. 
Pennington  Memorial  Award, 
Business  Tech  (2  year),  Pam 
Johnson  Smith;  General  William 
Patrick  Wilson  Memorial  Scholar- 
ship, Joyce  Wells  and  Stacy  Bryan. 

HEADWAE 

Mrs.  Alice  Pouncey  and  Brandi 
Parkes. 

NATIONAL  COLLEGIATE 

STUDENT  GOVERNMENT 
AWARD 

Kirk  Weems,  Nick  Pouncey,  Jen- 
nifer Anderson  and  Kevin  Clark. 

SCHOLARS’  BOW  L TEAM 
Brandi  Prkes,  Lynnetta  Cooksey, 
Rochelle  Sessums  and  Monte  Suggs. 

VOCATIONAL  AWARDS 
Auto  Mechanics,  Jake  Addy;  Auto 
Body  and  Fender  Repair,  Salento 
Hudson;  Cabinetmaking,  Jimmy 
Parker;  Carpentry,  Stephen  Moore; 
Cosmetology,  Sammie  Jones;  Elec- 
tricity, Jamie  Terrell;  Masonry, 
Jerry  Welch;  Refrigeration  and  Air 
Conditioning,  Tracy  Wragg;  Voca- 
tional Student  of  Year,  Jimmy 
Parker  and  Jamie  Terrell. 

TECHNICAL  AWARDS 
Child  Care  Technology,  Margo  Ar- 
chie; Computer  Technology,  Rhon- 
da Griffin;  Drafting,  Kim  Goss; 
Electronic  Technology,  Kaycee  Car- 
michael; Licensed  Practical  Nurse, 
Joey  Pickel;  Metal  Fabrication 
Technology,  Shannon  Busby;  Preci- 
sion Machining  Technology,  A1 
Bailey;  Technical  Student  of  Year, 
Rhonda  Griffin. 

SPECIAL  AWARDS 
Citizenship,  Chris  Vowell;  Delta 
Kappa  Gamma,  Connie  Brewer; 
Tom-Tom  Award,  Sonja  Quinn  and 
Jay  Mills ; ECCC  Players,  Diego 
Velasco;  ECCC  Singers,  John 
Stansbury  and  Sidney  McNeil;  Kap- 
pa Kappa  Iota,  Michelle  Gibbs; 
Mathematics,  Freshman,  Cindy 
Callahan,  Carla  Leflore  and  Melan- 
dy  Thomas;  Mathematics, 
Sophomore,  Mark  Norman;  S. 
Lebrun  Hutchison,  Philip  Hill; 
MBEA  Student  Award,  Robin 
Stroud;  Secondary  Education, 
Sheila  McDill;  Spanish,  Lynnetta 
Cooksey;  USM  Eddie  M.  Smith 
Scholarship,  Lynnetta  Cooksey; 
Walter  Arno  Vincent  Award  for 
Academic  Excellence  in  Athletics, 
Stacey  Smith;  Ruth  Carr  Vincent 
Award  for  Academic  Excellence  in 


Non-Traditional  Education,  Luis 
Ayllon;  Wo-He-Lo,  Rochelle 
Sessums  and  Lynnetta  Cooksey. 


Advice 


By  SHARON  RODGERS 

An  opinion  is  what  one  thinks  or 
feels  about  a person,  place,  or  thing, 
and  each  of  us  have  our  own  opinion. 

When  registering  for  classes,  most 
students  were  anxious  to  learn 
something  about  the  teachers  that 
would  be  teaching  them.  So  natural- 
ly, , they  sought  the  opinions  of 
students  who  had  already  ex- 
perienced that  particular  teacher’s 
class.  As  a result  they  also  received 
a lot  of  advice  as  to  which  classes 
should  be  taken  and  who  they  should 
take  them  under. 

Prospective  students  hear  such 
as:  “Don’t  get  in  her  class,  she’s  too 
hard,”  or  “He  gives  terrible  tests. 
You  don't  want  him.”  Maybe  the  stu- 
dent asking  for  advice  ended  up  in 
those  classes  anyway,  and  in  reflec- 
ting back  over  the  school  year, 
realized  those  were  the  classes  he  or 
she  enjoyed  most.  Sure  they  were 
difficult,  but  the  student  ended  up 
learning  more  in  these  classes  than 
they  ever  thought  possible  after  all. 
That  hard  teacher  may  have  taught 
them  to  help  them  realize  that  lear- 
ning can  be  fun. 

However,  if  could  have  been  the 
other  way  around.  The  class  that 
was  easy  for  one  student  was  the 
most  difficult  for  someone  else  or 
the  instructor  student  A avoided  like 
the  plague  was  the  instructor  stu- 
dent B liked  the  most. 

The  thing  to  remember  is  this, 
don’t  base  the  choices  you  make  in 
school  or  in  life  on  someone  else’s 
opinion.  Be  open  to  suggestions,  but 
weigh  them  carefully  on  your  own. 
Advice  is  generally  free;  sometimes 
it’s  because  it  isn’t  worth  anything 
so  people  just  give  it  away.  Let  the 
ultimate  decision  be  your  own. 

Kosciusko  Fire 
Dept,  to  host 
softball  tournament 

The  Kosciusko  Fire  Department 
will  hold  its  third  annual  men’s  soft- 
ball  tournament  on  May  22  at  Hugh 
Eliard  Park  on  Love  Road  in 
Kosciusko  to  help  support  the 
Mississippi  Memorial  Burn  Center. 
The  entrance  fee  is  $90  per  team. 
There  will  be  a 3-home  run  limit,  an 
hour  time  limit  on  the  games  and  we 
will  be  using  47  in.  core  balls.  First, 
second  and  third  place  trophies  will 
be  given.  The  first  place  team  will 
also  receive  winners  t-shirts. 

For  more  information  contact  the 
Kosciusko  Fire  Dept,  at  289-1171. 
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Crowning  glory 


By  CHRISTIE  LEE 


The  words  “Neshoba  County  Fair”  conjure  up 
a totally  different  image  for  every  individual.  For 
some  its  bright  lights  and  thrilling  rides  of  the 
mid-way.  For  others  it  might  be  the  excitement 
of  the  horse  races  or  just  sitting  around  the  cabins 
visiting  friends.  However,  one 
East  Central  student  con- 
jures up  an  image  of  a title 
and  a crown. 

For  many  Fair  goers,  the 
Miss  Neshoba  County 
pageant  held  during  the  Fair 
is  the  highlight  of  the  week- 
long  house  party.  This  year, 
18  girls  competed  for  the 
coveted  title,  but  Miss  Laura 
Anthony  of  Philadelphia 
walked  away  with  the  crown. 
Miss  Anthony,  a 1991 
graduate  of  Neshoba  Central  High  School,  is  cur- 
rently a sophomore  at  East  Central  where  she  is 
majoring  in  computer  programming.  Laura  says 
that  competing  in  the  pageant,  “Was  just 
something  I had  always  wanted  to  do.” 

She  was  selected  as  the  first  alternate  in  last 
year’s  pageant  and  felt  compelled  to  try  for  the 
title  again.  Experience  obviously  gave  her  the 
edge  this  year.  ~~:’- 
Miss  Melissa  Guthrie  was  named  as  the  first 
alternate  and  second  alternate  was  Heather 
Soriano.  Heather  Eakes  captured  the  title  of  Most 
Photogenic  and  Allison  Shumaker  was  named 
Miss  Congeniality. 


Laura  Anthony 


Students  greet  new  dean 


Dean  of  Students  Troy  Brown  has  maintained  a busy  schedule  since  beginning  his  new  position  on  Sept.  1,  and 
is  shown  meeting  with  a group  of  students  to  discuss  plans  for  the  upcoming  college  term.  Standing  from  left  are 
Derrick  Loving  of  Louisville,  Pam  Ferguson  of  Walnut  Grove,  Tonya  Kimble  of  Forest,  Terry  Towner  of  Decatur,  Kim 
Rayburn  of  Louisville  and  Tyrone  Williams  of  Decatur.  Brown,  a Belzoni  native,  previously  served  as  assistant  direc- 
tor/human resources  for  the  Rockford  (Illinois)  Board  of  Education.  He  is  &lso  a former  administrative  assistant  at 
Rust  College  and  counselor/resident  director  at  Alcorn  State  University. 


ECCC  welcomes  new  additions 


The  1993  school  term  saw  the  addition  of  several  new 
lembers  to  the  East  Central  faculty  and  ad- 
linistration. 

Mr.  Troy  Brown  Sr.  officially  began  his  duties  as  Dean 
f Students  in  early  September.  Dean  Brown  comes  to 
last  Central  from  Rockford,  Illinois,  where  he  was  ser- 
ing  as  an  assistant  director  of  human  resources  for  the 
lockford  Board  of  Education. 

Mississippi  is  not  new  to  Mr.  Brown  however;  he 
eceived  his  bachelor’s  degree  from  Rust  College  in  Hol- 
i Springs  before  attending  the  University  of  Mississippi 
'here  he  completed  the  course  work  for  a Doctor  of 
’hilosophy  Degree  in  Educational  Leadership.  He  has 
1 years  of  experience  in  areas  relating  to  education. 
Also  joining  the  faculty  is  Scott  McLemore  of  Chunky 
ho  has  been  named  an  automotive  technology  instruc- 
)r.  Mr.  McLemore,  a graduate  of  Lake  High  School, 
iceived  an  Associate  of  Science  Degree  in  engineer- 
ig  from  East  Central  Community  College.  He  has  also 
irned  additional  hours  in  mechanical  engineering 
om  Mississippi  State. 


Parian  Thornton  Mary  Ann  Wright  Johnnie  Netherland 


Mary  Everett  Scott  McLemore  Troy  Brown 


Scott  was  previously  employed  as  an  automotive 
technician  at  Nelson  Hall  Chevrolet  in  Meridian,  Killens 
Chevrolet  in  Newton,  Millsaps  Chevrolet  in  Starkville 
and  H & W Auto  Parts  in  Lake. 

Mr.  McLemore  is  married  to  the  former  Renee 
Freeman. 

Mrs.  Mary  Everett  of  Decatur  joins  the  faculty  in  the 
role  of  electrical  technology  instructor.  She  is  a 
graduate  of  Newton  High  School  and  received  an 
Associate  of  Applied  Science  Degree  in  electronic 
technology  from  East  Central  Community  College. 

Mrs.  Everett  has  received  training  in  numerous 
phases  of  electronic  technology  in  her  eight  years’ 
employment  with  Peavey  Electronics,  including 
teaching  other  employees  to  inspect,  test,  and  repair 
completed  circuit  boards. 

Mary  is  married  to  John  Everett  and  they  have  four 
children. 

Mrs.  Marian  Thornton  is  not  actually  a new  employee 
but  rather  is  returning  to  a post  she  held  for  17  years 
before  leaving  East  Central  to  teach  organ  and  piano 
at  Clarke  College  in  Newton.  She  later  taught  elemen- 
tary school  music  on  a part-time  basis. 

In  addition  to  her  school  duties,  Mrs.  Thornton  has 
served  as  pianist,  organist,  and  choir  director  of  area 
churches.  She  is  presently  serving  as  music  director  at 
Hickory  Baptist  Church. 

Mrs.  Thornton  is  a graduate  of  Decatur  High  School, 
East  Central  Community  College  and  William  Carey 
College.  She  earned  her  master’s  degree  in  music  edua- 
tion  from  the  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 

Mrs.  Janice  Jacobs  recently  became  the  instructor 
of  the  new  surgical  technology  program.  She  has  been 
employed  as  a nurse  for  the  past  15  years.  Much  of  this 
time,  she  served  as  a nurse  in  the  operating  room.  Her 
most  recent  service  was  as  a circulating  and  scrub 
nurse  in  the  operating  room  at  Jeff  Anderson  Regional 
Medical  Center  in  Meridian. 

Mrs.  Jacobs  is  a graduate  of  Southeast  Lauderdale 
High  School  and  received  an  operating  room  technician 
certificate  and  an  associate  degree  in  nursing  from 
Meridian  Community  College. 

Mrs.  Jacobs  makes  her  home  in  Meridian  with  her 
husband  and  three  children. 

Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Wright  of  Meridian  is  serving  as 
childcare  supervision  technology  instructor.  She  has  ap- 
proximately nine  years  of  experience  in  the  field  of 
education,  including  six  years  as  occupational  childcare 
instructor  from  the  Lauderdale  County  School  System. 

Mrs.  Wright  is  a graduate  of  Houston  High  School  and 
the  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  where  she  receiv- 
ed the  Bachelor  of  Science  Degree  in  home  economics. 
She  has  also  completed  additional  hours  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Southern  Mississippi,  Mississippi  State  Univer- 
sity, and  the  Ross  Collins  Vocational  Center. 

Also  joining  the  faculty  is  Mrs.  Johnnie  Lyn 
Netherland  of  Walnut  Grove  who  is  the  Workforce  'Train- 
ing Site  Coordinator  at  Choctaw  Maid  for  East  Central. 

Mrs.  Netherland  was  previously  employed  at  Superior 
Carbon  Products,  Inc.,  in  Walnut  Grove,  where  she  serv- 
ed as  laboratory  safety  and  waste  control  supervisor. 
Her  duties  also  included  supervision,  management  and 
training  of  employees.  She  has  total  of  seven  years 


East  Central  has 
record  enrollment 

A record  1442  students  are  enrolled  in  day  and 
evening  classes  at  East  Central,  announced  Ray- 
mond McMullan,  Director  of  Admissions,  Records 
and  Research. 

The  new  record  surpasses  the  1402  mark  set 
during  the  1993  spring  term,  and  is  an  increase 
of  40  students  as  compared  to  the  1992  fall  term. 

Included  in  the  record  enrollment  are  643 
academic  full-time  students,  234  technical  full- 
time students,  and  94  vocational  students.  Also  in- 
cluded are  87  academic  part-time  students,  11 
technical  part-time  student  and  373  who  are 
enrolled  in  evening  classes. 

McMullan  said  an  interesting  statistic  is  that 
509  of  the  1442  students  enrolled  are  23  years  of 
age  or  older.  “There  is  a 4 to  3 ratio  of  female  to 
male  students,”  he  added. 


Smith,  Vowell 
are  Academic 
All-Americans 


Two  former  East  Central  Community  College  student- 
athletes  have  received  national  recognition  for  their 
outstanding  accomplishments  on  the  athletic  field  and 
in  the  classroom  the  past  two  years. 

Stacey  Smith  of  Decatur,  a member  of  the  college’s 
first  woman’s  softball  team,  has  been  selected  an 
NJCAA  Distinguished 

Academic  All-American  and 
Chris  Vowell  of  Philadelphia,  a 
standout  pitcher/first  baseman 
for  the  Diamond  Warriors,  was 
named  to  the  NJCAA  Academic 
All-American  Team. 

Smith,  a business  administra- 
tion major,  graduated  this  past 
spring  with  a 3.956  grade  point 
average. 

She  was  a first  baseman/out- 
fielder on  an  “all-volunteer” 
squad  which  compiled  an  8-14 
record  under  Coach  Mike 
Anderson. 

The  Decatur  High  School 
graduate  is  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jimmy  Smith  of 
Decatur.  She  is  continuing  her 
education  at  the  University  of 
Mississippi. 

Vowell,  also  a business  ad- 
ministrtion  major,  graduated 
with  a 3.712  grade  point  average. 

He  was  3-1  as  a starter  for  the 
29-15  Diamond  Warriors  and 
had  two  saves.  He  threw  a no- 
hitter in  a 8-0  win  over  visiting 
Co-Lin  on  May  1. 

Vowell  was  selected  “Ex- 
emplary Player  of  the  Year”  by 
Coach  Jamie  Clark.  He  signed 
a national  letter-of-intent  with 
the  University  of  Mississippi. 

The  Neshoba  Central  graduate 
is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David 
Vowell  of  Philadelphia. 


Chris  Vowell 


Stacey  Smith 


Nominees  for  Academic  All-American  must  have  let- 
tered in  one  or  more  sports  recognized  by  the  National 
Junior  College  Athletic  Association  and  have  an  ac- 
cumulated grade  point  average  of  3.6  or  better  on  a 4.0 
scale  for  60  quarter  hours  or  45  semester  hours. 

Those  selected  Distinguished  Academic  All- 
Americans  earned  at  least  a 3.8  grade  point  average. 

The  honorees  will  be  featured  in  JUCO  REVIEW,  the 
association’s  national  publication,  later  this  year. 


Janice  Jacobs  Frankie  Harrison  Maudean  Sanders  Please  see  ADDITIONS.  2 


ECCC’S  FIRST  LPN  GRADUATES 

Above  are  members  of  the  first  graduating  class  of  East  Central  Community  College’s  Licensed  Practical  Nursing 
program  who  received  special  recognition  during  pinning  ceremonies  held  on  the  Decatur  campus.  Graduates  in- 
clude, first  row,  from  left,  Pam  Worrell,  Forest;  Patti  Faulkner,  Carthage;  Melissa  Jordan,  Union;  Sewanna  Chaney, 
Little  Rock;  Janie  Lovern  and  Shea  Willis  Trapp,  both  of  Philadelphia;  Lynn  Boswell,  Forest;  second  row,  from  left, 
Christy  Alford.  Philadelphia;  Melissa  Johnson,  Lena;  Stacie  Adams  Jones,  Carthage;  Joyce  Cumberland,  Philadelphia; 
Debi  Stamper,  Decatur;  Teresa  Taylor,  Newton;  third  row,  from  left,  Joan  Murphy  and  Annette  Melton,  both  of 
Philadelphia;  Elizabeth  Matlock,  Little  Rock;  Rhonda  Beamon,  Philadelphia;  Marsha  Drewry,  Louisville;  Tracey  Hud- 
nall.  Hickory;  and  fourth  row.  from  left,  Connie  Land  and  Catina  Clark,  both  of  Philadelphia;  Cynthia  Dionne  Gardner, 
Decatur;  Lynda  Lyons.  Philadelphia;  Joey  Pickel,  Carthage;  and  Jeana  Neely,  Louisville. 


Located  at  105  South  Main  St. 
Newton,  Mississippi 
Phone  683-2848 

Stop  by  and  let  Susan,  Amy  or  Bethany 
show  you  our  new  Fall  selections ! 

Store  Hours:  9 a. m. -5:30  p.m. 
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Women  taking  charge  at  East  Central 


By  KEVIN  CLARK 


Last  year  at  this  time  four  East 
Central  sophomores;  three  men  and 
one  woman,  were  beginning  their 
duties  in  leading  the  Student  Body 
Association.  This  year  four  more 
sophomores  are  beginning  the  same 
journey. 

So,  what  is  so  odd  about  that?  you 
might  ask.  Well,  this  year  the  Stu- 
dent Body  Association  is  led  by  four 
women.  Amy  Pace  of  Decatur,  Leigh 
Ann  Perdeye,  Jill  Graham  and  Jill 
Willis,  all  of  Philadelphia,  make  up 
the  officers  for  the  student  body  this 
year. 

Some  might  say  this  is  great  and 
some  might  not  like  the  idea  too 
much,  but  these  four  women  have 
shown  all  of  the  signs  of  being  great 
leaders  at  East  Central. 

They  will  be  responsible  for  doing 
such  things  as  setting  up  all  student 
activities,  running  all  campus  elec- 
tions, and  serving  on  disciplinary 
and  absentee  appeal  committees. 
Students  have  already  seen 
evidence  of  their  hard  work  in  ac- 
tivities such  as  the  hypnotist  show 
and  the  back-to-school  dance. 

They  will  also  be  working  on  such 
things  as  Spring  Spree  and  the 
Spring  Formal. 

Amy  Pace,  president  of  the  SBA, 
stated,  “I  feel  honored  to  be  a part 
of  a group  of  all  female  officers  for 
East  Central.  The  only  disadvan- 
tages are  needing  to  find  help  in 
such  things  as  moving  heavy  objects 
to  decorate  for  dances  and  not  hav- 
ing a male  perspective  on  different 
things,  but  I also  feel  very  confident 
about  what  we  can  accomplish  with 
this  group  of  hard  workers  that  we 
have.” 

To  be  a Student  Body  Association 
officer,  one  must  be  able  to  juggle  a 


ECCC  offers 
EMT  course 

Registration  for  an  Emergency 
Medical  Technician  (EMT)  course 
will  be  held  at  6 p.m.  Monday,  Sept. 
27,  at  the  Bradford  J.  Tucker  Applied 
Technology  Center. 

Classes  are  offered  from  6-10  p.m. 
Tuesdays  and  Thursdays. 

For  more  information  contact  Jim 
Hansford,  Industrial  Coordinator,  at 
635-2111,  ext.  265. 


tight  work  schedule  with  studying 
and  outside  activities  and  still  be  an 
effective  leader  to  other  students. 
These  four  women  are  showing  that 


they  can  handle  whatever  is  thrown 
their  way,  no  matter  how  tough  the 
job  is,  and  make  it  look  like  a piece 
of  cake. 


Flooded  with  work! 


Over  the  Labor  Day  weekend, 
seven  students— Debbie  Clark, 
Stacey  Davis,  Eric  Horton,  Mick 
Roberts,  Katie  Roper,  Chris  Spears 
and  Jo  Ann  Williams— along  with 
BSU  Director  Tim  Glaze  and 
English  instructor  Juanita  West  ven- 
tured to  Winfield,  Mo.  to  work  in  the 
flood  relief  effort.  According  to  the 
members  of  the  group,  each  of  them 
went  to  serve,  but  they  were  the  ones 
who  received  the  greatest  blessings. 
All  of  them  wished  for  more  time  to 
give  because  the  need  was  so  great. 
The  group  members  stated  that  the 
work  required  is  overwhelming,  and 
that  many  of  the  Missouri  people 
feel  defeated  before  they  can  even 
begin  clean-up. 

Some  Mississippians  understand 
flood  damage.  Others  are  not  aware 
of  the  physical  requirements 
necessary  for  clean-up.  As  freshman 
Debbie  Clark  stated,  “I’m  not  sure 
what  I expected  to  see  when  I got 
there;  I could  only  imagine  how 
devastated  these  people  are.  “A 
bulldozer  cannot  come  through  and 
clean-up  flood  damage.  Paneling, 
wall  board,  insulation  and  floors 
must  be  torn  out.  Then  the  nails 
must  all  be  pulled,  very  tedious  and 
slow  work.  When  the  structure  dries, 
then  rebuilding  will  take  place.  The 
outside  of  the  buildings  must  be 
washed  down  and  repainted.  As 
Stacey  Davis  remarked,  “The  work 
was  hard  and  the  housing  ac- 
comodations were  a little  less  than 
luxurious.  But,  none  of  that  mat- 


tered; I wouldn’t  have  wanted  to 
spend  the  weekend  any  other  way. 
The  most  important  thing  I learned 
was  that  no  matter  how  bad  you 
think  your  life  is  going,  there  is 
always  someone  who  has  it  worse.” 

The  workers  joined  a group  of 
men  from  the  Leake  County  Baptist 
Association  on  this  venture.  They 
divided  into  four  work  teams  so  that 
they  could  cover  as  many  work 
assignments  as  possible,  working 
continously  from  early  morning  to 
dark.  Despite  the  long  hours,  all  of 
them  would  have  given  more  work 
time,  if  the  days  had  been  available. 
Sophomore  Eric  Horton  put  it  this 
way:  “Even  though  we  thought  we 
had  it  bad  by  having  to  sleep  on  the 
floor  or  by  sharing  a shower  with  18 
other  people,  It  was  nice  to  know  we 
had  homes  to  return  to  where 
everything  was  normal.  For  these 
flood  victims,  life  may  never  be  nor- 
mal again.  In  a way  I was  glad  to  see 
the  work  come  to  an  end,  but  then 
again  I wanted  to  stay  and  help 
some  more.” 

How  can  college  students  possibly 
find  hard,  strenuous  work  en- 
joyable? Perhaps  it  has  something 
to  do  with  giving  to  others.  Jo  Ann 
Williams,  another  freshman,  added, 
“I  was  not  sure  about  what  to  ex- 
pect, but  I knew  I was  led  to  go.  The 
trip  is  a real  live  example  of  how 
good  can  come  from  bad.”  Debbie 
probably  summed  up  the  group’s 
feelings  best  when  she  said,  “It  was 
an  awesome  and  unforgettable  ex- 
perience!” 


Athletes  and  education 


By  GREGG  COX 


The  circumstances  surrounding 
athletes,  and  their  graduation  from 
school,  have  often  been  misleading. 
Ideas  that  athletes  possess  raw  mus- 
cle power,  and  no  pure  brain  power 


Students  show  off  new  EC 
fashions  and  spirit  ‘props’ 
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Terry  Towner  of  Decatur,  Jennifer  Lindley  of  Chunky  and  Libby  Heflin  of  Dec- 
tur  get  prepared  for  those  Fall  football  games  with  the  latest  fashions  and  spirit 
“props”  from  the  EC  bookstore. 


EC  STUDENTS 
WRITE  ON 


has  led  to  many  misconceptions 
about  athletics  and  education.  Has 
too  much  emphasis  been  placed  on 
sports,  and  not  enough  on  learning? 

According  to  facts  supplied  to  the 
U.  S.  Department  of  Education  by 
East  Central,  76.4%  of  athletes  at- 
tending EC  graduated,. and  68.8%  of 
non-athlete  EC  students  graduated. 
These  figures  seem  to  shatter  the 
myth  that  athletes  are  purely 
“dumb  jocks”,  and  cannot  succeed 
in  a curriculum  balancing  athletics 
and  academics.  Sports  used  to  come 
first,  but  now  it  seems  that  educa- 
tion is  taking  the  forefront. 

Coach  Sammy  Pace,  EC’s  Athletic 
Coordinator,  feels  that  “coaches  are 
assets  to  the  players.  They  are  in- 
terested in  what  the  players  are  do- 
ing academically,  and  help  them 
where  needed.”  Athletes  have  learn- 
ed discipline,  and  they  have  a strong 
desire  to  win.  This  attitude  has  left 
the  courts  and  playing  fields  and  has 
found  its  way  into  the  classroom. 

In  the  past,  emphasis  has  been 
placed  on  an  individual’s  athletic  ac- 
complishments and  how  that  effects 
the  school.  Now,  the  pendulum  is 
swinging  more  toward  education, 
and  pushing  people  toward  gradua- 
tion. Knowledge  is  becoming 
important— something  else  to  strive 
for,  instead  of  another  trophy  in  the . 
case. 

The  U.  S.  Department  of  Educa- 
tion is  requiring  schools  to  furnish 
the  statistics  of  graduating  students. 
The  report  divides  the  students  in- 
to athlete  and  non-athlete  students, 
this  allows  schools  to  see  where  they 
stand  in  the  educational  arena. 
Athletes  have  survived  the  negativi- 
ty surrounding  their  schooling  and 
are  becoming  successful,  not  only  on 
the  game  fields,  but  also  on  the 
graduation  stage.  Here  at  EC,  the 
number  of  graduating  athletes  is 
higher  than  non-athlete  students— 
more  competition  being  created  to 
aid  students  on  their  quest  for  suc- 
cessful schooling. 


Women  taking  charge 

1993-94  SBA  officers  are,  from  left,  Jill  Willis  of  Philadelphia,  treasurer;  Jill  Graham  of  Philadelphia,  secretary;  Leigh 
Anne  Perdeye  of  Philadelphia,  vice-president;  and  Amy  Pace  of  Decatur,  president. 

ECCC  Band  is  out  in  force 


What  has  196  legs,  can  be  heard 
for  miles,  and  is  usually  spotted 
every  afternoon  in  the  hot  sun?  If 
you  guessed  the  Mighty  Warrior 
Band,  then  you  may  advance  to 
Boardwalk.  After  coming  off  a 
record  1992-93  season  of  growth, 
band  director  Thomas  Carson  is 
pleased  to  have  on  board,  98 
members  in  the  1993-94  edition  of  the 
marching  band. 

When  asked  about  the  factors  con- 
tributing to  the  band  department’s 
growth,  Mr.  Carson  stated,  “It  would 
have  to  be  the  wide  variety  of  per- 
forming groups  that  we  offer.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  marching  and  concert 
bands,  we  have  a jazz  band,  a 
rock/country  band,  a blues  band. 
Serving  as  student  leaders  for  this 
year  are  band  council  members: 
Leigh  Ann  Sigrest  — Drum  Major 
Rodney  Bost  — Drum  Captain 
Mandi  Bates  — Centralette 
Captain 


★ Additions 


work  experience  in  an  industrial 
setting. 

A graduate  of  Carthage  High 
School,  she  also  attended  East  Cen- 
tral Junior  College  and  received  a 
bachelor’s  degree  in  zoology  from 
the  University  of  Mississippi  with 
minor  emphasis  in  chemistry, 
English  and  psychology. 

She  is  married  to  Allen 
Netherland,  a collision  repair 
technician  at  Clinton  Body  Shop. 

Filling  the  position  of  college 
nurse  is  Mrs.  Frankie  Harrison  of 
Newton.  Mrs.  Harrison  formerly 
coordinated  and  taught  adult  educa- 
tion classes  such  as  CPR  and  first 
aid  for  business  and  industries  and 
performed  various  health  screen- 
ings for  Rush  Med  Pro  of  Meridian 
for  three  years.  She  served  as  col- 
lege nurse  for  Clarke  College  and 
taught  allied  health  at  the  Newton 
County  Vocational-Technical  Center 
in  Decatur. 

Mrs.  Harrison  is  a graduate  of 
Forest  High  and  Meridian  Com- 
munity College  where  she  obtained 
an  Associate  of  Arts  Degree  in  Nur- 
sing. She  is  married  to  Dan  Har- 
rison and  they  have  two  children. 

The  final  addition  Mrs.  Maudean 
Sanders  is  serving  as  Coordinator  of 
Tech  Prep  Education.  Mrs.  Sanders 
is  a graduate  of  Neshoba  Central 
High  School  and  East  Central  Com- 
munity College.  She  received  the 
Bachelor  of  Science  Degree  from 
Mississippi  University  for  Women 
and  the  Master  of  Education  Degree 
from  Mississippi  State  University. 

Mrs.  Sanders  has  a broad  base  of 
experience  in  education  including 
several  years  of  teaching  with  the 
Neshoba  Central  School  system.  She 
also  worked  with  the  Bureau  of  In- 
dian Affairs  for  eight  years  before 
serving  as  staff  development  and 
accreditation  coordinator  for  the 
Choctaw  Tribal  Schools. 


Yancey  Mason  — Centralette  Co- 
Captain 

Susan  Rigdon  — Flag  Captain 
Dawn  Pugh  — Flag  Co-Captain 
Misti  Nowell  — Rifle  Captain 
Leslie  Ross  — Horn  Captain 


and  a “pit  orchestra”  for  the  spring 
musical. 

“This  allows  our  student  musi- 
cians an  opportunity  to  get  involv- 
ed with  just  about  any  type  of 
musical  group  to  suit  every  taste.” 


The  Warrior  Band  takes  the  field  for  a half-time  extravaganza.  The  band  has 
a record  number  this  year. 


Lucille  Wood,  Judy  Carroll,  Ron  Davis  and  Lester  Miles 

Lamplighters  Convention 
to  be  held  in  Gulfport 


By  LORIE  MAY 


The  fourth  annual  Lamplighters 
Convention  will  be  held  Sept.  30-Oct. 
2 in  Gulfport.  The  special  statewide 
conference  offers  an  opportunity  for 
Mississippi  Community  College  in- 
structors to  meet  and  exchange  in- 
formation and  ideas.  The 
Lamplighters  program  recognizes 
outstanding  faculty  members  from 
community  and  junior  colleges 
within  the  state.  A division  chairper- 
son of  each  community  college 
selects  four  top  instructors  to  repre- 
sent their  college.  The  four  top  in- 
structors chosen  to  represent  East 
Central  Community  College  this 
year  are  Ron  Davis,  Judy  Carroll, 


Lester  Miles  and  Lucille  Wood. 

Davis  teaches  biology,  zoology 
and  anatomy  and  physiology  and 
has  been  a faculty  member  at  ECCC 
since  1987. 

Ms.  Carroll,  speech  and  theatre 
instructor,  has  been  on  the  staff  at 
ECCC  since  1990. 

Miles  has  taught  air  conditioning 
and  refrigeration  at  East  Central 
since  1984. 

Miss  Wood  has  been  physical 
education  and  education  instructor 
since  1956. 

ECCC  will  be  well  represented  at 
the  1993  convention  with  these 
outstanding  educators  in  attendance 
and  any  ideas  or  information  con- 
tributed by  them  will  certainly  be 
beneficial  to  other  educators. 


Collegians  ready  to  rock! 

This  year's  members  include: 


After  two  intense  days  of  tryouts 
and  interviews,  the  1993-94  edition  of 
The  Collegians  is  ready  to  swing.  On 
Aug.  30-31, 40  students  vied  for  a spot 
on  the  18-member  roster.  Collegians 
Director  Tom  Carson  was  very 
pleased  with  the  large  turnout  for 
the  auditions  and  was  full  of  praise 
for  all  the  students  who  tried  out. 
Stated  Mr.  Carson,  “The  competi- 
tion in  all  areas  was  very  strong.  I 
was  very  impressed  with  the 
amount  of  talent  on  this  campus.” 

This  year,  the  popular  rock/coun- 
try group  will  again  perform  a 
variety  of  music  types  so  that  most 
anyone  attending  a performance 
can  have  a great  time. 

In  addition  to  their  campus  con- 
certs and  Spring  trips  to  area  high 
schools,  the  Collegians  will  be  con- 
sidering various  invitations  receiv- 
ed from  Disney  World,  Sea  World 
and  Busch  Gardens  for  their  annual 
summer  tour. 


VOCALS 

Mandy  Bates  of  Philadelphia; 
Robert  Evans  of  Decatur;  Lorrie 
Howell  of  Carthage;  Eric  Jordan  of 
Decatur;  Amy  Service  of  Decatur; 
and  Paul  Wells  of  Noxapater. 

RHYTHM 

Sharon  Eldridge  of  Philadelphia, 
keyboard;  John  Stansbury  of  Mor- 
ton, bass  guitar;  Jeremy  Burson  of 
Union,  lead  guitar;  and  Harbert 
Johnston  of  Walnut  Grove,  drums. 

WINDS 

Clay  Fuller  of  Louisville,  trumpet; 
Ryan  Buteaux  of  Newton,  trom- 
bone; Tommy  Denson  of  Morton, 
tenor  sax ; and  Vince  Brown  of  Meri- 
dian, alto  sax. 

TECHNICIANS 

Eric  Adcock  of  Walnut  Grove; 
James  Crapse  of  Newton;  Harold 
McAdory  of  Philadelphia;  and 
Leslie  Ross  of  Forest. 


To  park... or  not  to  park? 


By  WENDY  PHILLIPS 


Tommy  Alford,  freshman  from 
Philadelphia:  “It’s  not  very  difficult. 
Usually  I’m  here  to  get  one  of  the  last 
few  spaces.” 


A recent  survey  conducted  by  a member  of  the  Tom  Tom  staff  to  deter- 
mine the  answer  to  the  question,  “Just  how  difficult  is  it  to  get  a parking 
place  at  East  Central?”  elicited  these  responses: 
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Ella  Crocker,  freshman  from 
Philadelphia:  “I  get  here  about  7:30 
and  it’s  fairly  easy  to  find  a parking 
spot  when  I come  that  early.” 


Laura  Anthony,  sophomore  from 
Philadelphia:  “If  you  don’t  get  here  10 
minutes  early,  you  won’t  get  a park- 
ing space.  It’s  ridiculous!  If  there’s 
nowhere  to  park,  you  get  a ticket.” 


Warren  York,  freshman  from  Pearl 
River:  “When  I drive,  it’s  OK  because 
I try  to  come  early.” 


Mark  Crowson.  sophomore  from 
Philadelphia:  “There’s  not  very  many 
parking  places  for  the  students.  They 
give  tickets  that  no  one  will  pay.” 


Gwen  Burton,  freshman  from 
Decatur:  “It’s  hard,  and  it  makes  you 
late  for  classes  when  you  can’t  find  a 
good  parking  place.” 


Priscilla  Issac,  freshman  from  Con- 
ehatta:  ”1  usually  get  here  early  and 
find  a place  easily.” 


Cyndi  Ballenger.  sophomore  from 
Walnut  Grove  "It's  ridiculous  They 
should  have  more  parking  spaces. 
People  are  forced  to  double  park  and 
are  then  penalized 
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Moore  finds  ‘coming  back’ 
to  school  very  rewarding 


Becky  Luke  and  Kristen  Barnett  — The  tradition  continues 

The  tradition  continues  . . . 


In  the  fall  of  1990,  a tradition  was 
ended  in  Newton  County.  For  several 
decades  Decatur  High  School  had 
used  the  colors  of  black  and  gold  and 
had  a “Warrior”  mascot.  In  1990 
Newton  County  High  School  was 
formed  as  a result  of  consolidation 
and  the  “tradition”  was  discon- 
tinued. Orange  and  blue  became  the 
new  colors  and  the  mighty  Cougar 
was  chosen  as  the  mascot. 

Two  freshman  cheerleaders, 
Kristen  Barnett  and  Becky  Luke 
were  members  of  the  old  Decatur 
tradition,  and  they  also  cheered  for 
the  Cougars.  Now  they  are  Warriors 
again.  Becky  Luke  stated.  “It  is  a 
feeling  of  being  home.  I enjoyed  be- 


ing a Cougar,  but  I really  missed 
everything  associated  with  being  a 
Warrior.” 

Those  things  would  include  the 
Warrior  battle  cry  (usually  heard  on 
the  opening  kick-off),  wearing  the 
black  and  gold  uniforms,  and  of 
course  the  traditional  fight  song, 
“On  Wisconsin”.  These  things  may 
seem  like  the  ordinary  components 
of  any  school  of  football  season,  but 
for  Becky  and  Kristen  they  are  just 
a little  more  than  ordinary.  The 
smiles  these  cheerleaders  flash  as 
the  band  plays  “Go  Big  Gold”  are 
true  reflections  of  their  “Warrior 
Pride”,  as  they  make  themselves  a 
part  of  the  continuing  tradition  at 
East  Central. 


Supermodels:  good 
role  models  or  bad? 
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By  NIKKI  HARRISON 

The  other  day  as  I was  sitting  at 
my  computer,  I realised,  after  star- 
ing at  a blank  scredh  for  several 
minutes,  that  I would  never  decide 
on  a topic  for  my  news  article  on  my 
own.  That’s  when  I decided  to  find 
my  highly  opinionable  sister  and  ask 
her  for  some  ideal  She  had  a few, 
but  unfortunately  nothing  that  I was 
interested  in.  Finally  she  gave  up 
and  began  looking  through  a new 
magazine.  After  reading  several  ar- 
ticles on  “How  You  Too  Can  look 
Like  a Supermodel”  she  threw  the 
magazine  down  disgustedly  and  said 
how  she  was  sick  of  looking  at  pen- 
cil thin  girls  in  glamourous  settings, 
surrounded  by  15  gorgeous  guys  who 
appeared  to  be  hanging  on  every 
word  she  said. 

This  amused  me  somewhat, 
because  it  seems  that  this  has 
become  a ritual  we  both  perform 
every  time  we  look  at  one  of  today’s 
fashion  magazines.  We  get  depress- 
ed and  vow  to  eat  nothing  but  salads 
and  water  until  we  too  are  as  thin  as 
Kate  Moss  or  Niki  Taylor. 

My  sister  and  I discussed  this  for 
a while  and  we  both  agreed  that  see- 
ing all  those  tall,  long-legged,  skin- 
ny models  didn't  do  much  for  our 
self-esteem.  In  fact,  it  made  us  feel 
like  we  should  jump  up  immediate- 
ly and  do  10  hours  of  high  impact 
step  aerobics. 

This  is  where  my  question  comes 
in.  Could  facing  the  fact  that  we,  the 
average  girl  on  the  street,  will  pro- 
bably never  have  the  perfect  "paper 
doll"  body,  have  a harmful  affect  on 
us? 

There  really  is  no  one  answer  to 
this  question.  I feel  that  it  really 
depends  on  the  individual  viewing 
the  magazine,  and  whether  or  not 
that  person  has  a high  or  low  self- 
esteem. For  those  very  few  who  are 
perfectly  happy  with  their  bodies, 
this  may  not  affect  them  in  the  least. 
However,  the  majority  of  young 
women  on  college  campuses  today, 
if  asked,  would  change  at  least  one 
thing  about  their  body.  Most  of  them 
would  say,  “I  wish  I were  thinner." 
The  sad  thing  about  this  is  that  more 
than  likely,  they  are  exactly  the 
weight  they  should  be. 

1 did  some  research  and 
discovered  an  estimated  10  percent 
of  female  undergraduates  are 
anorexic  or  bulimic,  according  to 
the  National  Association  of  Anorex- 
ia Nervosa  and  Associated 
Disorders.  The  question  to  ask  is 
whether  this  can  be  linked  to  the 
desire  to  be  just  like  the  models  we 
see  in  today's  magazines. 

I'd  love  to  be  able  to  say  that  I'm 
in  no  way  influenced  by  these 
models.  However.  I too  am  constant- 
ly aware  of  what  I eat  and  how 
much.  Many  times  I find  myself 
skipping  meals  because  of  the  guilt 
I feel  after  eating. 

I suppose  there  really  is  no  answer 
to  my  question.  It  may  not  bother 
some  of  us  at  all  to  flip  through  a 
magazine  For  others,  like  my  sister 


and  me,  it  may  be  an  inspiration  to 
starve  ourselves.  Either  way  I don’t 
think  that  it  will  change  in  The  near 
future,  maybe  not  ever. 


Nikki  Harrison 


East  Central 
plans  annual 
tennis  tourney 

Alumni  of  East  Central  Communi- 
ty College  are  encouraged  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  annual  Homecoming 
tennis  tournament  scheduled  Oct. 
11-15. 

Tournament  director  Mike  Ander- 
son said  all  matches  will  be  held 
during  evening  hours  on  the  college 
tennis  courts.  Competition  includes 
women’s  and  men's  singles  and 
doubles  divisions  plus  a special  divi- 
sion for  athletes  over  age  35.  Ander- 
son said  participants  may  enter  only 
one  area  of  competition  and  must  be 
either  a former  or  current  ECCC 
student. 

Entry  fee  is  a new  can  of  tennis 
brills  which  should  be  furnished 
prior  to  the  start  of  each  match. 

Deadline  to  enter  is  noon  Wednes- 
day. Oct.  6. 

Award  winners  will  be  recognized 
and  presented  trophies  during  the 
alumni  luncheon  which  begins  at 
noon  Saturday,  Oct.  16  as  part  of  the 
annual  Homecoming  festivities. 

To  enter  the  tournament  and 
receive  additional  information  call 
the  college  at  635-2111. 


The  entire  Mississippi  river 
system,  including  tributaries, 
flows  through  25  of  our  50 
states. 


By  SANDRA  MOORE 

The  Non-Traditional  Student’s 
Corner  features  students  who  have 
“come  back”  to  school.  We  will  in- 
troduce ourselves  and  share  some  of 
our  thoughts  about  and  reasons  for 
returning  to  school. 

Thirty  years  ago,  I finished  high 
school  and  got  married.  During  the 
following  years,  I reared  two 
children  and  did  part-time  work.  It 
wasn’t  until  after  my  son  and 
daughter  finished  college  that  the 
idea  of  returning  to  school  became 
a possibility  for  me.  Eventually,  I 
decided  to  do  as  the  Latin  phrase 
“Carpe  Diem”  says— SEIZE  THE 
DAY! 

Scared  is  the  word  that  best 
describes  how  I felt  when  I first 
entered  college.  However,  an  over- 
riding fear  was  that  my  work  skills, 
as  well  as  my  social  skills,  were  in- 
adequate in  today’s  world. 

This  feeling  of  inadequacy  and  a 
desire  to  learn  prompted  me  to  res- 
pond to  an  ECCC  advertisement  in 
the  local  newspaper.  The  ad  listed 
evening  courses  EC  was  offering  in 
my  county. 

My  son,  Scott,  had  begun  his  col- 
lege education  at  EC,  so  I had 
firsthand  knowledge  of  the  com- 
petency of  the  staff.  I knew  that  the 
faculty  members  are  not  only  highly 
qualified  in  their  subject  areas,  but 
that  they  are  reasonable  and  caring 
people. 

English  comp,  was  my  first  sub- 
ject choice,  because  I believe  every 
American  should  have  a good  work- 
ing knowledge  of  the  English 
language,  using  it  correctly  in 
speech  and  writing.  Ms.  Juanita 
West,  the  teacher,  competently  guid- 
ed the  class  in  word  usage,  punctua- 
tion, form  and  content.  She  taught 
me  to  organize  my  thoughts  on 
paper  so  that  I could  be  understood 
by  another  person. 

The  result  of  that  initial  course 
undertaking  (along  with  subsequent 
courses,  all  of  which  I completed 
with  acceptable  grades)  is  a feeling 
of  accomplishment  for  me.  Joe 
Clark  even  “coached”  me  through 
intermediate  algebra,  and  made  it 
possible  for  me  to  pass  the  much 
feared,  but  required,  college 
algebra. 

Along  with  the  feeling  of  ac- 
complishment came  a desire  to  con- 
tinue taking  advantage  of  the 
opportunities  this  little  community 
college  has  to  offer.  When  ECCC 
began  offering  non-traditional  stu- 
dent tuition  scholarships  in  the 


By  BRUCE  THOMAS 

"Watch  my  eyes,  and  feel  yourself 
getting  sleepy.”  That  was  the  com- 
mand given  on  the  night  of  Aug.  25, 
1993  at  the  hypnotist  program.  The 
show  was  making  its  22nd  ap- 
pearance at  East  Central.  Students, 
as  well  as  staff  members,  were 
amazed  with  the  genuineness  the 
performer  displayed  as  he  grasped 
the  audience’s  minds. 

Entering  the  service  as  a private, 
Edward  H.  Wallington  attained  the 
rank  of  colonel  in  26  years.  During 
his  military  career  he  served  as  a 
paratrooper  in  the  Green  Berets, 
and  successfully  jumped  over  200 
times.  He  has  also  traveled  around 
the  world  14  times,  and  set  foot  in 
every  country,  but  seven.  An  Army 
psychologist;  taming  such  a smail 
audience  as  ours  was  easy  for  a man 


NON-TRADITIONAL 
STUDENT’S  CORNER 


Sandra  Moore 


spring  of  1992,  for  me,  the  timing 
was  right  and  the  incentive  was 
there. 

One  requirement  of  the  scholar- 
ship is  becoming  a full-time  student 
on  the  EC  campus.  Although  I had 
misgivings  concerning  my  ability  to 
manage  a full  load  while  commuting 
43  miles,  the  scholarship  offer  was 
an  opportunity  I did  not  want  to  pass 
up.  Becoming  a full-time  college  stu- 
dent has  proven  to  be  one  of  the  most 
rewarding  events  of  my  life. 

' Invaluable  is  the  best  work  I can 
think  of  to  describe  my  experiences 
through  ECCC.  My  most  valued 
class  experiences  on  campus  involve 
the  triumvirate,  Dr.  Ethridge,  Mr. 
Vickers  and  Ms.  Wood.  One  has  on- 
ly to  sit  in  on  one  of  their  classes 
and,  whether  or  not  the  desire  to 
learn  is  there,  some  bit  of  wisdom 
will  rub  off  on  the  person. 

Other  faculty  members  in  whose 
classes  I have  had  the  pleasure  of 
being  are  Dr.  Jefcoat,  Coach  Pace, 
Mrs.  Pace,  Mr.  Lovett  and  Mr.  Bar- 
rier. Mr.  Bullock  is  introducing  me 
to  computer  concepts  and  Senor 
Meruvia  is  teaching  me  Spanish.  Ar- 
riba! (Yes,  en  Espanoloa).  Each 
teacher  at  EC  has  something  unique 
to  offer  students.  The  banquet  is  laid 
out  for  you.  Partake! 


as  competent  as  the  Colonel. 

The  show  began  with  the  Colonial 
trying  to  hypnotize  the  entire  au- 
dience. Of  course,  he  was  unsuc- 
cessful in  his  efforts,  but  some 
people  were  entranced  by  his  hyp- 
notic power.  He  chose  his  victims, 
and  led  them  to  the  stage  where  they 
stayed  as  exhibits  for  the  remainder 
fo  the  show.  Colonel  Wallington 
displayed  the  irrefutable  powers  of 
suggestion  through  various  actions 
of  the  mind.  The  eating  of  onions 
thought  to  be  apples,  the  smelling  of 
ammonia  “perfume”,  and  looking 
through  empty  coke  can 
“binoculars”  were  just  some  of  the 
acts  that  made  this  program  a hit 
with  all  the  spectators.  The  show 
closed  with  the  Colonel  curing  a few 
unwanted  habits,  and  leaving  the  au- 
dience with  a lasting  mindful  ex- 
pression, “What  the  mind  receives, 
the  body  achieves.” 


Formats  for  all  occasions 


Consignment  Philadelphia,  MS  39350 
Custom  656-7474 

Look  for  the  new  line  of 
A/yce  & Import  gowns 


These  EC  students  are  “under  his  spell”  at  the  annual  hypnotist  show. — Photo 
by  Wes  Lewis. 

Mind  games 


Pago  4.  The  Tom  Tom.  September  17.  t!itt:> 


Sports 


Lions  roar  past  East  Central  40-6 


Members  of  the  1993  Centralettes  include,  from  left  to  right,  Stacy  Brooks, 
Newton;  Leigh  Ann  Coats  and  Yancey  Mason,  both  of  Philadelphia;  Monica 
McManus,  Carthage;  Jill  Graham.  Philadelphia:  Natalie  Nowell  and  Kimberly 
Barnett,  both  of  Louisville;  Heather  Butler.  Morton;  Jacquelyn  Cain,  Carthage; 
Celee  Brown  and  Libby  Heflin,  both  of  Decatur;  Valerie  Childress.  Louisville; 
and  Mandi  Bates,  Philadelphia.  Not  pictured  is  Christie  Butts  of  Decatur,  Amy 
Anthony  of  Morton  and  Letizicia  Bobbitt  of  Forest  Choreographer  for  the  group 
is  Angelia  Weems  of  Newton, 


EUBANKS 

Auto  Sales  & 
Wrecker  Sales 

Louisville,  MS  39339 

Business  Phone  773-9327  Shot  Eubanks 
If  no  answer  773-3924  Ronnie  Eubanks 
or  773-8996 


Take  me  out  to  the  ballgame 


By  AMY  PACE 

For  most  of  us,  summer  means 
trips  to  the  beach,  picnics,  or  maybe 
a summer  job.  For  a few  members 
of  the  East  Central  baseball  team 
summer  meant  baseball,  and  lots  of 
it! 

Due  to  their  desire  for  improve- 
ment and  the  love  for  “America’s 
favorite  past-time”  this  group  of 
athletes  formed  their  very  own 
team. 

The  Decatur  Taters  (competing 
on  a semi-pro  level)  could  be  seen  in 
action  on  almost  any  Friday  or 
Saturday  night  or  Sunday  afternoon. 
The  Taters  were  winners  of  the 
Demopolis  Invitational  Tournament 
in  Demopolis,  Alabama,  and  former 
E.  C.  Warrior,  Luke  Gibbon  was 
named  Most  Valuable  Player  of  the 
tournament. 

The  next  tournament  that  the 
Taters  participated  in  was  the 
Mississippi  State  Tournament  held 
at  Mississippi  College  in  Clinton. 
After  losing  to  the  defending  state 
champs,  the  Decatur  team  finished 
third  in  the  state  and  had  two 
players,  Shannon  Cooley  and  Wes 
Johnson,  to  the  All-State  team.  The 
Decatur  Taters  ended  their  27-8 
season  by  competing  in  the  Invita- 
tional World  Series  in  Minden,  La. 

Members  of  the  “Greater  Decatur 
Taters”  include  these  current  East 


Central  players:  Scotty  “Chatom” 
Dumas;  Brandon  "The  Gip”  Gray; 
Mark  “Roosevelt"  Fanning; 
Michael  “Mussolini”  Petyak;  David 
“Rat"  Cox;  Shane  “Elvis”  McGee; 
and  Shannon  “Bat  Boy”  Cooley. 

Three  former  EC  standouts,  Luke 
“Buttafucco”  Gibbon,  Lee  “Leeszy” 
Eady  and  Chris  “Boss”  Vowell,  all 
participated  as  well  as  Ahley  “Ice” 


By  JENNIE  MCGEE 

Major  league  baseball  might  be 
the  final  stages  of  its  season,  but 
East  Central  baseball  is  just  begin- 
ning. The  ECCC  Warriors  are  being 
led  this  year  by  seven-year  coach 
Jaime  Clark.  His  Warrior  team  was 
29-15  last  season.  The  team  lost 
some  good  players  last  year,  but 
Coach  Clark  feels  they  will  continue 
to  improve  this  year. 

Leading  Coach  Clark’s  team  this 
season  are  three  returning 
sophomores  who  earned  All-State 
honors  in  1993.  Shannon  Cooley,  who 
graduated  from  Newton  County 
High  School,  is  a first-team  All-State 
outfielder.  Jaime  Morrow  from 
Harvey,  Louisiana,  is  a second-team 
All-State  pitcher.  Brandon  Gray,  a 


Robinson  of  Scooba,  Kerry  “Bon 
Jovi”  Luke  of  Meridian  and  Wes 
Johnson  who  coaches  baseball  at 
Union  High  School. 

Did  all  of  this  extra  play  during 
the  summer  pay  off?  With  the  fall 
baseball  schedule  about  to  get 
underway,  the  answer  can't  be  far 
away. 


Neshoba  Central  graduate,  is  a 
second-team  All-State  outfielder. 

Baseball  season  does  not  official- 
ly begin  until  spring;  however,  the 
team  is  in  the  middle  of  its  fall  prac- 
tice which  lasts  a total  of  six  weeks. 
The  purpose  of  this  practice  is  to 
elevate  the  players  wdio  are  trying 
out  and  to  pick  the  roster.  Forty-five 
ECCC  students  are  trying  out.  Un- 
fortunately, only  24  will  make  the 
team. 

The  team  will  play  two  tour- 
naments in  October  with  the 
highlight  of  the  fall  practice  being 
the  East  Central  World  Series.  The 
players  will  be  divided  into  two 
teams  who  will  play  each  other  in  a 
tournament.  The  winner  will  be  the 
ECCC  champs.  The  tournament  is 
open  to  the  public.  The  date  of  the 
tournament  has  not  yet  been  set. 


Warrior  baseball 


New  dressing  room  constructed 

Members  of  the  Warrior  baseball  team  will  soon  be  moving  into  a new  dressing  room  being  added  on  to  the  Brackeen- 
Wood  Physical  Education  Building.  The  facility  will  also  be  available  for  visiting  football  teams.  Athletic  coordinator 
Sammy  Pace  said  the  new  dressing  room  is  “a  welcomed  addition  to  the  athletic  department.”  Baseball  coach  Jamie 
Clark  added  his  players  are  “ready  to  move  in  and  look  forward  to  utilizing  the  new  facility.” 


East  Central  Community  College  Warriors 


Warriors  look  to  improve  in  ‘93 


By  WADE  PHILLIPS 

Head  coach  Reese  Bridgeman, 
returning  from  his  second  season  at 
the  East  Central  helm,  is  cautious- 
ly optimistic  as  he  prepared  for  the 
season  opener  against  arch-rival 
East  Mississippi. 

With  a full  year  of  coaching  and 
recruiting  under  his  belt. 


Bridgeman  feels  his  players  are 
more  comfortable  with  his  system 
and  expectations. 

Competition  in  Mississippi  com- 
munity colleges  is  the  toughest  in 
the  nation,  and  with  national  cham- 
pion Northwest,  as  well  as  bowl  par- 
ticipant, Pearl  River,  on  the  Warrior 
schedule,  the  path  to  a successful 
season  will  not  be  without  its  moun- 
tains to  climb.  Three  Mississippi 
teams  were  ranked  in  the  top  15  na- 
tionwide following  the  1992  season. 
Still,  Bridgeman  “feels  real  good” 
about  his  chances  this  season. 

Several  returning  starters  on  both 
sides  of  the  ball  should  lead  a 
sophomore-filled  starting  lineup  for 
the  Warriors.  These  sophomores  are 
back  for  a second  year  under 
Bridgeman’s  system,  and  should  be 
able  to  take  East  Central  to  a higher 
competitive  level  than  last  year’s  1-9 
squad. 


The  Warrior  offense  will  be  led  by 
second  year  starter  Todd  Vowell,  a 
sophomore  from  Winston  Academy. 
Sophomore  tailback  Lamont 
Crockett  of  Philadelphia  returns  to 
boost  the  East  Central  ground  game 
while  sophomore  David  Martin 
heads  a group  of  receivers 
Bridgeman  says  “can  compete  with 
anyone  in  the  state.” 

The  defense  will  be  led  by  free 
safety  Dale  Rushing,  a sophomore 
from  Forest.  Another  Forest  alum- 
nus, Stevie  Stephenson,  heads  up  the 
linebackers.  All-Stater  Jason  Cain 
will  handle  the  punting  chores. 

The  Warriors  look  to  dramatical- 
ly improve  on  last  year’s  1-9  record. 
Fan  support  is  desperately  needed 
at  all  home  games,  and  will  be 
greatly  appreciated  by  coaches  and 
players.  East  Central’s  next  home 
game  is  Sept.  23  against  Copiah- 
Lincoln.  Kickoff  is  set  for  6:30. 


a 38-yard  field  goal. 

On  the  Warriors’  next  possession, 
it  was  deja  vu  “all  over  again”  as 
Vowell  was  sacked  and  Temple 
made  the  recovery,  this  time  on  the 
EC  28. 

The  Lions  took  advantage  of  the 
Warrior  miscue,  as  fullback  John 
Rice  burst  through  the  EC  defense 
on  an  18-yard  jaunt.  Slaughter  add- 
ed the  PAT  and  EM  led  19-6  with  8:12 
left  before  halftime. 

East  Mississippi  extended  its  lead 
four  minutes  later  when  quarter- 
back Demetrus  Walk  and  wide 
receiver  Eric  Jones  connected  on  a 
64-yard  scoring  pass  play.  Slaughter 
again  added  the  PAT. 

The  Warriors  threatened  late  in 
the  half  but  Phipps’  22-yard  field 
goal  attempt  was  wide  with  28 
seconds  left.  EC  had  begun  the  drive 
from  its  43  with  the  biggest  gainer 
coming  on  a fake  punt.  Jason  Cain, 
an  All  State  selection  last  season, 
threw  a perfect  strike  to  a wide  open 
Daryl  Hughes  who  raced  25  yards  to 
the  East  Mississippi  22  with  one 
minute  left  before  halftime.  But  the 
Warriors  were  unable  to  capitalize 
on  the  surprise  play. 

East  Mississippi  extended  its  26-6 
halftime  lead  midway  through  the 
third  quarter,  when  Rice  scored  his 
second  tally,  this  time  on  a six-yard 
run.  Slaughter  kicked  the  PAT.  The 
scoring  drive  covered  39  yards. 

The  Lions  put  their  final  points  on 
the  scoreboard  early  in  the  final 


period,  when  tailback  Randle 
McKinstry  crossed  the  goalline  on  a 
27-yard  scamper,  capping  a 55-yard 
march.  Slaughter’s  PAT  made  the 
final  score  40-6. 

STATISTICS 

East  Central  had  seven  first 
downs;  East  Mississippi,  23. 

The  Warriors  rushed  22  times  for 
50  yards,  while  the  Lions  had  256 
rushing  yards  on  56  attempts. 

East  Central  completed  seven  of 
30  passes  for  115  yards.  Todd  Vowell 
was  3 of  19  for  17  yards;  Germaine 
Chambers,  2 of  4 for  52  yards ; Jason 
Castle  1 of  6 for  11  yards ; and  punter 
Jason  Cain,  who  completed  a 
35-yard  pass  on  a fake  punt  play. 

Receptions  were  made  by  Daryl 
Hughes,  one  for  35  yards;  Chubby 
Tate,  two  for  26  yards;  David  Mar- 
tin, two  for  21  yards;  and  Patrick 
Washington,  one  for  33  yards. 

East  Mississippi  connected  on  six 
of  17  passes  for  151  yards. 

Cain  averaged  43  yards  on  eight 
punts. 

EC  was  penalized  13  times  for  65 
yards ; East  Mississippi,  seven  for  70 
yards. 

Defensively,  the  Warriors  were  led 
by  Shawn  Mitchell  with  10  tackles 
and  three  assists.  Other  top 
defenders  were  Jermaine  Evans,  9 
tackles;  Derrick  Cook,  6 and  2;  Dale 
Rushing,  5 and  2;  Latwaun  Cook,  5 
tackles;  Jermaine  Boler,  3 and  3; 
and  Lloyd  Jones,  2 and  2. 


East  Central  Community  College 
began  the  1993  campaign  on  a disap- 
pointing note,  falling  to  visiting  East 
Mississippi  40-6  in  a non-divisional 
matchup. 

East  Central  took  an  early  6-0  lead 
against  East  Mississippi  when  War- 
rior Eddie  Hunt  blocked  Matt 
Miller’s  punt  on  the  EC  25  which  was 
later  recovered  in  the  endzone  by 
Jermaine  Boler  who  fought  off 
several  Lions  to  make  the  play.  A 
host  of  Lions  blocked  kicker  Antony 
Phipps’  extra  point  attempt. 

The  Warrior  lead  was  short-lived, 
however,  as  the  visiting  Lions 
answered  East  Central’s  tally  with 
two  first  quarter  scores. 

East  Mississippi’s  first  score 
came  from  kicker  Ricky  Slaughter 
who  split  the  uprights  from  20  yards 
out  with  4:17  left.  His  field  goal  cap- 
ped a 73-yard  drive  which  was  aid- 
ed by  a pass  interference  call 
against  the  Warriors. 

The  Lions  later  took  advantage  of 
a Warrior  fumble  on  the  EC  32,  with 
tailback  Marcus  Gray  finding 
paydirt  on  a 21-yard  scamper  with 
just  25  seconds  left.  The  PAT  was  no 
good  but  the  Lions  held  a 9-6  ad- 
vantage. 

Second  quarter  action  began  with 
Warrior  quarterback  Todd  Vowell 
being  sacked  and  losing  possession 
to  EM’s  Twan  Temple  who  pounced 
on  the  pigskin  at  the  EC  39. 

However,  the  Warrior  defense  held 
and  Slaughter  was  called  on  to  kick 


Cheerleader  co-captains 

Serving  as  cheerleader  co-captains  for  1993-94  are,  from  left,  sophomores 
Jill  Willis  of  Philadelphia  and  Carree  Tucker  of  Carthage. 


Centralettes  dazzle  East  Central 


By  JULIE  JOINER 

Each  football  season  the  Cen- 


1993  East  Central  Warrior 
Football  Schedule 


Date 

Opponent 

Time 

Day 

Location 

September  2 

East  Mississippi 

6:30 

Thursday 

Decatur 

September  9 

Gulf  Coast 

7:00 

Thursday 

Perkinston 

September  18 

Itawamba 

6:00 

Saturday 

Fulton 

September  23 

Co-Lin 

6:30 

Thursday 

Decatur 

October  2 

Coahoma 

7:00 

Saturday 

Clarksdale 

October  7 

Hinds 

6:00 

Thursday 

Raymond 

‘October  16 

Pearl  River 

2:30 

Saturday 

Decatur 

October  21 

Southwest 

6:30 

Thursday 

Decatur 

October  28 

Northwest 

6:30 

Thursday 

Decatur 

November  4 

Jones 

7 00 

Thursday 

Ellisville 

‘Homecoming 

tralettes  dazzle  East  Central  with 
skillfully  performed  dance  routines. 
They  deserve  recognition  for  the  im- 
portant part  they  play  in  boosting 
team  spirit  and  entertaining  fans 
during  half-time  at  games. 

This  talented  group  of  young 
ladies  is  a part  of  the  ECCC  band 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Tom  Car- 
son.  Mrs.  Angela  Weems  serves  as 
sponsor  and  choreographer  to  the 
Centralettes.  The  dancers  are  also 
led  by  a captain.  Mandy  Bates,  and 
a co-captain.  Yancey  Mason. 

For  each  weekly  pep-rally,  two 
Centralettes  are  responsible  for 
composing  a routine  and  providing 
music  to  accompany  it.  although, 
during  football  games  they  dance  to 
music  performed  by  the  band. 

These  talented  girls  are  working 
hard  every  day  in  practice  in  order 
to  be  their  best  on  game  night. 


Students  speak  out  about 
Clinton’s  health  care  plan 


East  Central  honorees 
announced  for  1993 
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East  Central  Warriors 
pick  up  first  win 
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Educators  attend  National 
Tech  Prep  Fall  Conference 


More  than  half  of  America’s 
young  people  graduate  from  high 
school  unprepared  to  find  or  hold  a 
job. 

That  is  from  the  United  States 
Department  of  Labor.  It  is  an  alar- 
ming statistic  especially  at  a time 
when  America’s  industry  is  deman- 
ding qualified  technicians--  a must 
if  this  nation  is  to  remain  com- 
petitive in  an  economy  that  grows 
more  international  each  year. 

Reports  from  America’s 
employers  say  that  they  are  looking 
for  workers  having  advanced 
technical  skills,  workers  who  have 
mastered  the  basic  academics  and 
can  apply  them  to  solve  basic 
problems. 

Tech  Prep  is  for  students  to  learn 
theory  in  a hands-one  setting  and 
put  into  practice  the  skills  they  have 
mastered.  By  putting  theory  into 
practice  immediately,  students  are 
turned  on  rather  than  turned  off  by 
learning. 

With  the  cooperation,  participa- 
tion, and  commitment  from  high 
schools  and  community  colleges, 
local  employees,  teachers,  parents, 
and  students,  Tech  Prep  is  serving 
as  an  agent  of  positive  change  for 
America’s  workforce  as  well  as  its 
educational  system.  There  are  hun- 
dreds of  Tech  Prep  programs  form- 
ing around  the  country  as  well  as  in 
the  East  Central  Community  Col- 
lege District. 

The  1993  National  Tech  Prep  Net- 
work Fall  Conference  was  held  in 
Atlanta,  GA.  September  27-28, 1993. 


Attending  were  Mrs.  Maudean 
Sanders,  Tech  Prep  Coordinator; 
Mrs.  Lynn  Wagner,  Vocational 
Director;  Mrs.  Katie  Bounds, 
English  teacher;  Mrs.  Betty 
Browne,  English  teacher;  and  Mr. 
Maury  Gunter,  School  Board 
member,  from  the  Newton  High 
School  Tech  Prep  Pilot  Site.  Also  at- 
tending from  the  district  was  Mr. 
Don  Pratt,  Distributive  Educational 
teacher  at  Neshoba  Central  High 
School;  Mr.  Richard  Hill, 
Superintendent  at  Forest  Municipal 
District;  Mr.  William  Wade, 
Superintendent  at  Union  School 
District;  Mrs.  Carrie  Ann  Alford, 
Program  Specialist  for  Special  Pro- 
grams at  the  Choctaw  Tribal 
Schools;  and  Mr.  Joe  Wood,  Prin- 
cipal at  Philadelphia  High  School. 

The  1993  National  Tech  Prep  Net- 
work, initiated  to  bring  together 
leaders  in  this  field,  hosted  the  Na- 
tional Conference.  More  than  4000 
Tech  Prep  practitioners  came  to 
share  and  learn  more  about  how 
Tech  Prep  can  provide  an  innovative 
education  and  career  path  for  non- 
baccalaureate bound  high  school 
students. 

The  conference  featured  presenta- 
tions from  Tech  Prep  experts  and 
practitioners,  as  well  as  business 
and  industry,  government  and  com- 
munity leaders  in  education. 
Presentations  were  made  on  effec- 
tive partnerships  between  educators 
and  private  industry,  career  and 
guidance,  curriculum  and 
evaluations. 


Members  of  the  1993  Homecoming  Court  are,  seated  from  left,  Freshman  Amy  Pace,  Cherie  Pope  and  Leigh  Ann  Livingtson;  standing  from  left  are, 
maids,  Ronda  Jones,  Dawn  Sharp  and  Leigh  Ann  Hatcher;  Sophomore  maids,  Homecoming  Queen,  Leigh  Ann  Perdeye  and  Maid  of  Honor,  Rena  Reed. 

East  Central  Homecoming  Court  announced 


By  AMY  PACE 

As  Homecoming  ‘93  approaches 
the  East  Central  campus,  students 
are  anxiously  awaiting  the  presen- 
tation of  the  Homecoming  Queen 
and  her  court.  In  a time-honored 
tradition,  East  Central  has  once 
again  elected  eight  lovely  ladies  to 
represent  the  student  body  on 
homecoming  day.  These  ladies  were 
chosen  from  a large  slate  of  can- 
didates who  began  their  quest  for 
election  on  Sept.  6.  After  seven  days 
of  campaigning,  the  first  round  of 
elections  were  held  on  Sept.  16  with 
run-off  elections  on  Sept.  17. 

The  first  of  three  maids  for  the 
freshman  class  is  Leigh  Ann  Hat- 
cher. Leigh  Ann,  a cheerleader  and 
member  of  the  Warrior  Corps,  is 
from  Louisville.  Her  parents  are  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  David  Hatcher. 

Escorting  Leigh  Ann  will  be  Will 
McLeod.  Will  is  also  a freshman  at 
East  Central.  He  is  from  Louisville 
and  is  a member  of  the  Warrior 
baseball  team.  Will’s  parents  are 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bob  McLeod. 

Ronda  Jones  of  Forest  will  also  be 
serving  as  a freshman  maid.  She  is 
the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ronny 
Jones.  Ronda  is  a member  of  the 
Warrior  Corps,  and  she  is  also  a 
cheerleader  for  basketball  and  foot- 
ball teams. 

Ronda  will  be  escorted  by  Mike 
Hammack.  Mike’s  parents  are  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Elliot  Hammack.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  baseball  team,  and 
he  is  from  Brusly,  La. 

Also  representing  the  freshmen 
class  is  Dawn  Sharp.  Dawn  is  a 
graduate  of  Neshoba  Central.  Her 
parents  are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Devon 
Sharp.  Dawn  serves  as  a football 
and  basketball  cheerleader  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Warrior  Corps. 

Michael  Petyak  of  Brookhaven 
will  be  escorting  Dawn.  Michael  is 
a sophomore,  and  his  parents  are 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Petyak.  He  par- 
ticipates in  Phi  Theta  Kappa  and  is 
a member  of  the  baseball  team. 
Michael  was  also  chosen  as  a class 
favorite  his  freshman  year. 

Representing  the  sophmore  class 
will  be  LeighAnn  Livingston  of 
Louisville.  LeighAnn  is  the  daughter 
of  Randal  and  Marie  Livingston.  She 
is  a member  of  Sigma  Sigma  Mu 
Tau,  President’s  Council,  and  she  is 


also  a cheerleader.  LeighAnn  is  also 
captain  of  the  Modeling  Squad. 

LeighAnn  has  chosen  Mark 
Crowson,  also  a sophomore,  as  her 
escort.  Mark’s  parents  are  Charles 
and  Betty  Crowson  of  Noxapater.  He 
will  be  assisting  the  Lady  Warriors 
this  year  as  a student  trainer. 

Also  serving  as  sophomore  maid 
will  be  Amy  Pace  of  Decatur.  Amy 
is  the  daughter  of  Sammy  and 
Virginia  Pace.  Amy  participates  in 
Mu  Alpha  Theta  and  Warrior  Corps, 
as  well  as  serving  as  vice-president 
of  Phi  Theta  Kappa  and  President 
of  the  Student  Body  Association. 

Escorting  Amy  will  be  Scotty 
Dumas.  His  parents  are  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Henry  Dumas.  Scotty  is  a 
sophomore  this  year,  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Warrior  baseball 
team.  Scotty  is  a graduate  of 
Washington  County  High  School  in 
Chatom,  Ala. 

Cherie  Pope  will  also  be  represen- 
ting the  sophomore  class.  Her 
parents  are  Larry  and  Elaine  Pope. 
Cherie  is  from  Lena,  and  is  a 
member  of  Phi  Theta  Kappa,  Mu 
Alpha  Theta,  and  Sigma  Mu  Tau. 
Cherie  is  also  serving  as  President 
of  the  Warrior  Corp. 

Brandon  Gray,  a sophomore  from 
Philadelphia,  will  be  escorting 
Cherie.  Brandon’s  parents  are 
Johnny  and  Sandra  Langdon.  Bran- 
don is  involved  in  Mu  Alpha  Theta, 
Phi  Theta  Kappa,  and  he  is  also  a 
member  of  the  East  Central 
baseball  team. 

Serving  as  East  Central’s  Maid  of 
Honor  is  Rena  Reed  of  Forest. 
Rena’s  parents  are  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Louis  Reed.  Rena  is  a sophomore, 
and  is  a member  of  the  Lady  War- 
rior basketball  team  she  has  com- 
plied a number  of  awards  including: 
Most  Valuable  Player,  All-State,  All- 
Region,  and  was  selected  as  team 
captain. 

Escorting  Rena  will  be  Marcus 
Mann  of  Carthage.  His  parents  are 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Gray.  Marcus  is 
a member  of  the  Warrior  Corps, 
Modeling  Squad,  and  the  Warrior 
basketball  team.  Marcus  is  a 
sophomore  this  year. 

The  1993  Homecoming  Queen  is 
Leigh  Ann  Perdeye.  Leigh  Ann  is  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dale 
Perdeye.  She  is  from  Philadelphia 
and  is  a member  of  Phi  Theta  Kap- 
pa, Mu  Alpha  Theta,  and  the  War- 


rior Corps.  Leigh  Ann  is  also  serving 
as  President  of  Sigma  Sigma  Mu 
Tau  and  Vice-President  of  the  Stu- 
dent Body  Association. 

Jason  Callahan  will  be  escorting 
the  Queen.  He  is  a freshman  from 
Carthage,  and  he  is  the  son  of  Mr. 
Wayne  Callahan.  Jason  is  a member 


of  Alpha  Alpha  Epsilon  as  well  as 
the  National  Society  of  Professional 
Engineers. 

Although  there  will  be  many  ex- 
citing parts  of  Homecoming  Day, 
the  Queen  and  her  court  is  reason 
enough  to  say  East  Central  is  “The 
Place  to  be  in  ’93!” 


East  Central  to  present 
Coward’s  ‘Blithe  Spirit’ 
November  11-13 


« 

East  Central  Communi- 
ty College  will  present 
Noel  Coward’s  comedy, 
Blithe  Spirit,  Thursday, 
Nov.  11,  through  Saturday, 
Nov.  13,  at  7 p.m.  in  Mabry 
Cafeteria. 

Tickets  for  the  perfor- 
mances are  $11  for  the 
public,  $7.50  for  East  Cen- 
tral faculty  and  $5.50  for 
East  Central  students. 
Reservation  can  be  made 
now  by  calling  635-2111. 

The  play  revolves 
around  a writer  named 
Charles  Condimine  (Shane 
Sullivan).  Charles  and  his 
second  wife  have  invited 
an  eccentric  medium 
(Stephanie  Vance  Gomez) 
to  dinner  in  order  to  learn 
more  about  the  language 
of  the  occult  for  a book  he 
is  writing. 

Little  does  Charles  or  his 
lovely  wife  Ruth  (Amy 
Kitrell)  know  that  the 
seance  staged  by  the 


medium  will  summon 
back  Charles’  first  wife, 
now  “passed  away”  for 
seven  years. 

The  lady  beyond,  named 
Elvira  (Suzanne  Stack), 
appears  only  to  Charles. 
No  one  else  can  see  or  hear 
her.  Elvira  has  a ghostly 
plot  in  mind;  if  she  can  get 
Charles  into  an  automobile 
accident  and  make  a ghost 
of  him,  life  in  the  spirit 
world  will  have  more  ap- 
peal for  her. 

Mistakes  occur,  and  it  is 
Ruth  who  takes  the  fatal 
ride  and  passes  away.  How 
Charles  manages  to  ex- 
tricate himself  from  these 
two  very  Blithe  Spirits 
makes  a hilarious  conclu- 
sion to  this  very  unusual 
farce. 

Don’t  miss  Noel 
Coward’s  brilliantly  clever 
comedy  Blithe  Spirit,  on 
Nov.  11, 12  and  13  at  7 p.m. 
in  Mabry  Cafeteria. 


Homecoming 
Schedule  of  Events 

Oct.  16,  1993 


9 a.m. 


10  a.m. 


mmm 


11  a.m. 


Registration  of  guests  begins  — Sullivan  # 
Center 

Reunion  Groups  Meet 

1.  1954-55  & 1955-56  Warrior  Football  Teams 
— Room  60,  Newton  Hall. 

2.  1953-54  Women’s  Basketball  Team,  Room 
90,  Newton  Hall 

3.  1954-55  and  1955-56  Cheerleaders  — 

Room  60,  Newton  Hall 

4.  Cast  of  1973  Musical  “Hello  Dolly”  — 

Home  Economics  Department 

5.  Cast  of  1983  Musical  "Man  of  LaMancha” 

— Home  Economics  Department 

6.  All  Classes  Ending  in  “3”. 

Class  of  1933  Diamond  Anniversary,  Fine 
Arts  Lounge 

Class  of  1943  Golden  Anniversary,  Fine 
Arts  Auditorium 

Class  of  1953,  Fine  Arts,  Music  Library 
Class  of  1 963,  Library,  Conference  Room 
Class  of  1973,  Newton  Hall,  Room  105, 
(second  floor) 

Class  of  1983,  Library  Reading  Area 
Class  of  1993,  Newton  Hall  Faculty 
Lounge 

The  Warrior  Club  — All  Former  Athletes  and 
Current  Supporters  of  Athletics  at  EC  — 

Room  60,  Newton  Hall 


1 1 :30  a.m.  Luncheon  for  Head  Table  Guests 
12  Noon  Alumni  Luncheon 

2:30  p.m.  Football  Game  — Warrior  Stadium 

ECCC  Warriors  vs.  Pearl  River  Community 
College  Wildcats 

Halftime:  Presentation  of  Queen  and  Court 
and  Distinguished  Alumni 

After  Game  Reception  — Mabry  Cafeteria 

Alumni,  Administration,  Faculty,  Staff, 
Students,  and  Friends  are  Invited 

Homecoming  Tennis  Tournament 


Mon.-Fri. 
Oct.  11-15 

Friday 
Oct.  15 

Saturday 
Oct.  16 


Homecoming  Golf  Tournament,  4:30  p.m. 
Homecoming  5 K Fun  Run,  8 a.m. 
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No  free  rides  in  Clinton’s 
health  care  system 


By  KAREN  WHITE 

President  Clinton  has  given  the 
call  for  leaders  on  both  sides  to  pull 
together  to  provide  the  American 
people  with  a Universal  Health  Care 
System. 

This  system  is  based  upon  six 
basic  principles : security,  simplici- 
ty, savings,  choice,  quality,  and 
responsibility.  If  passed,  it  would 
provide  much  needed  coverage  to  all 
Americans.  Employers  will  have  no 
choice.  They  must  cover  all 
employees.  The  insurance  com- 
panies also  must  cover  everyone.  No 
one  can  be  turned  down  and  the 
premiums  will  be  set  with  a twenty 
year  old  paying  the  same  rates  as  a 
sixty  year  old. 

The  American  Public  has  mixed 
reactions  on  this  plan.  They  are  both 
enthusiastic  and  suspicious  of  it. 
Most  agree  that  our  system  is  not 
working  and  as  the  President  stated, 
“We  have  to  fix  it.”  The  majority  of 
the  population  is  not  arguing  this 
point,  they  just  want  to  know  how 
this  miracle  plan  can  be  delivered. 

If  I look  at  the  picture  President 
Clinton  has  painted  for  me,  I would 
end  up  benefiting  from  such  a plan. 
My  husband  works  for  a small 
business  and  we  pay  the  majority  of 
our  coverage  through  group  rates. 
Under  the  new  Health  Care  Plan,  his 
employer  would  have  to  pay  more 
and  he  in  turn  would  be  subsidized 
by  the  Government  to  be  able  to  do 
this. 

I am  in  total  agreement  with  the 
President  on  the  need  for  a change. 
In  his  speech  he  reported  that 
Hillary  had  read  over  seven  thou- 
sand letters  from  ordinary  in- 
dividuals. He  also  revealed  many 
horror  stories  from  people  who  suf- 
fered many  misfortunes  from  our 
present  system.  It  is  unthinkable  for 
a person  to  work  all  their  life  and 
then  because  of  sickness,  lose  it  all. 

The  President  mentioned  some 
things  that  would  be  covered  such  as 
mental  illness  and  substance  abuse. 
However,  he  did  not  disclose 
everything  that  would  be  covered. 
For  instance,  he  did  not  say  if  his 
plan  would  cover  abortion.  If  this  is 
covered,  I am  completely  against 
any  system  that  would  do  this. 
Please  excuse  me  but,  I do  not 
believe  I should  have  to  pay  for  so- 
meone elses  mistake  and  I should 


How  did  a former  Mississippi 
lawyer/politician  who  reportedly 
received  a D in  freshman  English, 
and  who  says  he’s  “never  been  able 
to  enjoy  writing"  rise  to  the  top  of 
the  bestseller  list?  John  Grishman 
seemed  to  switch  easily  from  the 
role  of  lawyer  to  successful  novelist. 

While  working  as  a lawyer  and 
serving  as  a representative  in  the 
Mississippi  Legislature  Grisham  got 
the  idea  about  a case  of  rape  and 
murder  in  a southern  town  with 
racial  overtones.  This  idea  eventual- 
ly became  Grisham’s  first  novel.  A 
time  to  Kill  did  not  produce 
dramatic  excitement  at  publishing 
houses,  and  Grisham  had  a hard 
time  selling  it.  Grisham  sent  the 
manuscript  to  16  different  agents 
before  he  found  one  that  would  at- 
tempt to  sell  the  novel.  Even  with 
the  acquiring  of  an  agent  it  still  took 
a year  to  make  the  sale.  During  this 
time  Grisham  was  working  on  a se- 
cond novel. 

In  September  of  1989  The  Firm 
was  completed  and  became  such  a 
phenomenal  success  that  Graham 
was  able  to  devote  full  attention  to 
his  writing.  Leaving  behind  the  halls 
of  justice,  and  his  legislative  duties 


EC  STUDENTS 
WRITE  ON 

not  have  to  pay  for  something  I am 
morally  against. 

The  biggest  question  in  the  mind 
of  the  American  People  is  how  is  this 
fairy  tale  of  a system  going  to  hap- 
pen? The  President  was  very  vague 
on  discussing  this  issue.  Maybe  he 
thinks  these  details  should  not  con- 
cern us.  But  they  better  concern  us 
or  we  could  be  headed  down  the 
wrong  road. 

Another  concern  is  America  was 
founded  on  the  principle  of  free 
enterprise  with  little  Government 
control.  It  is  true  we  have  been  mov- 
ing away  from  this  from  the  begin- 
ning. But  by  accepting  this  plan,  we 
are  moving  a little  too  far.  It  is 
beginning  to  smell  too  much  like 
Socialism  for  my  taste.  We  have  to 
ask  ourselves,  “What  is  the  next  step 


By  GREGG  COX 

Scholastic  life  today  possesses 
many  obstacles  and  pressures. 
Many  students  get  worried  over 
what  their  grade  will  be,  and  they 
forget  the  importance  of  good  study 
habits.  These  study  habits  can  mean 
the  difference  between  a passing 
and  a failing  grade.  Receiving  good 
grades  is  not  as  hard  as  it  seems,  if 
a person  knows  what  to  do. 

Professor  Claude  W.  Olnev, 
Arizona  State  University,  has 
developed  a system  to  help  students 
get  the  grade  they  want.  What 
follows  is  some  of  the  suggestions 
given  by  Professor  Olney. 

1.  College  is  big  business,  run  it 
like  one.  What  this  means  is  simply 
that  a student  should  use  all  the 
resources  available.  For  instance,  a 
business  would  use  a computer,  fax 
machine,  and  other  equipment  to 
make  the  workload  lighter.  Students 
should  do  the  same.  2.  Choose  the 
courses  you  like.  Professor  Olney 
says,  “don’t  let  hard  courses  fool 
you.  If  you  enjoy  something  take  it 
on.”  3.  Students  should  test  pro- 


Grisham  wrote  two  more  books.  The 
Pelican  Brief,  and  The  Client  have 
also  become  bestsellers.  Not  only  is 
Grisham  successful  in  the  literary 
world,  he  is  seeing  his  name  in  lights 
all  the  way  out  in  Hollywood. 

Sydney  Pollack  directed  ‘The 
Firm’,  starring  Tom  Cruise.  The  film 
was  released  this  past  summer.  Also 
in  production  is  ‘The  Pelican  Brief, 
and  ‘The  Client’  being  directed  by 
Alan  Pakula  and  Joel  Schumacher. 

There  tends  to  be  a lot  of  negativi- 
ty surrounding  the  state  of 
Mississippi  and  its  lack  of  ingenious 
talent.  Helping  to  put  this  to  rest  is 
the  bursting  out  of  John  Grisham. 
Following  the  overwhelming  suc- 
cess of  his  first  four  novels  will  un- 
doubtedly be  many  more  intriguing 
tales  of  suspense  in  the  courts  and 
legal  system  thrillers  carrying  the 
name  of  John  Grisham. 

Although  personally  I feel 
Grisham’s  characters  are  flat,  one- 
dimensional, and  predictable,  his 
plot  carries  so  many  twists  and 
turns  that  readers  remain  cap- 
tivated. Due  to  his  writing  style  1 
think  Grisham  will  remain  at  the  top 
of  the  bestseller  list  for  many  years 
to  come.  As  far  as  his  formula  for 
success.  I imagine  he  would  say- 
persistance. 


if  we  allow  this?”  Americans  should 
have  the  right  to  work  hard  and  get 
ahead.  If  this  means  acquiring  a job 
with  benefits  which  includes  all  of 
your  insurance  being  paid  by  your 
employer,  then  the  Government 
should  not  have  the  right  to  say  this 
cannot  be  done. 

President  Clinton  and  all  who 
worked  on  this  Health  Care  System 
should  be  commended.  If  they  can 
do  nothing  else,  they  can  paint  a 
beautiful  picture.  If  this  picture 
looks  too  pretty  to  be  real,  it  pro- 
bably is. 

To  be  fair,  the  speech  was  well 
presented  and  it  did  have  many  good 
points  but  the  problem  of  financing 
this  plan  needs  to  be  addressed 
before  it  becomes  law. 

The  bottom  line  is  as  the  Presi- 
dent said,  “There  are  no  free  rides.” 
This  statement  is  definitely  true. 
The  Universal  Health  Care  System- 
will  not  be  free.  Someone  will  have 
to  pay. 
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fessors  before  they  test  you. 
Students  should  select  their 
teachers  as  carefully  as  they  select 
their  courses.  4.  The  early  bird  gets 
the  most  out  of  the  textbook. 
Reading  textbooks  early  is  best 
because  early,  unpressured  study  is 
the  least  boring.  5.  Launch  a full- 
scale  attack.  Begin  each  semester 
with  a full-scale  study  war.  Read  ac- 
tively with  pen  in  hand,  and  create 
questions  for  yourself.  6.  Be  there. 
According  to  Professor  Olney  the 
student  should  never  miss  class, 
should  not  leave  early,  and  should 
not  be  late  since  the  first  and  last 
minutes  of  class  are  the  most  impor- 
tant.” 7.  Extra  credit  is  not  extra 
credit.  It  should  become  a habit  to 
do  those  “extra"  projects  teachers 
give  students.  These  assignments 
should  not  be  looked  at  as  extra. 
They  should  be  mandatory.  8. 
Pretest  yourself.  Students  should 
think  of  questions  that  might  appear 
on  tests.  9.  Turn  in  perfect  papers. 
Olney  says  that  students  “should 
never  turn  in  work  late,  sloppily 
done,  or  unedited.  Type  and  retype 
until  every  page  is  perfect  because 
appearance  does  make  a dif- 
ference.” 10.  Develop  and  learn  to 
use  your  memory.  There  are  many 
ways  to  improve  your  memory. 
Among  them  is,  using  rhyming 
strategies,  key  words,  and  linking 
ideas.  11.  Schedule  study  time  to 
your  biological  clock.  This  means 
the  student  should  figure  out  what 
time  they  study  best,  and  study  dur- 
ing those  times.  12.  Be  prepared  to 
bail  out.  Students  who  are  not  doing 
well  in  a course  should  not  be  afraid 
to  drop  it.  13.  Build  your  own  per- 
sonal library.  The  self-improvement 
literary  world  is  full  of  ideas  that 
students  can  capitalize  on.  14.  Use 
your  imagination.  What  works  for 
one  student  may  not  work  for  you; 
therefore,  think  of  new'  ways  to  im- 
prove your  studying.  15.  Thke  wor- 
thwhile notes.  When  students  take 
notes  they  need  to  have  a purpose. 
Olney  says  to,  “take  short  notes,  use 
key  w'ords,  and  use  the  notes  to  make 
up  test  questions." 

Today,  school  is  not  as  hard  as 
students  feel.  If  a student  knows  how 
to  study  and  knows  some  tricks,  then 
good  grades  are  not  out  of  reach. 
The  question  is.  do  you  really  want 
to  make  the  grade? 


The  ‘write’  stuff  in  Oxford 

By  GREGG  COX 


Making  the  grade 


The  President’s  health  care  plan 


By  STACY  MILLER 

After  several  months  of  planning, 
discussion,  and  meetings  with  peo- 
ple from  all  parts  of  the  country, 
President  Bill  Clinton  on  Wednes- 
day, Sept.  22  unveiled  his  health  care 
plan  to  the  nation  in  a televised 
speech. 

Speaking  to  a generally  receptive 
audience,  the  President  spoke  con- 
vincingly of  a plan  which  was  bas- 
ed on  six  principles:  security, 
simplicity,  savings,  choice,  quality, 
and  responsibility.  Although  the 
final  test  will  be  whether  he  is  able 
to  get  a divided  Congress  to  pass  his 
plan,  Clinton  enjoyed  a generally 
favorable  response,  judging  by  the 
reaction  of  those  who  were  present 
during  the  speech. 

Speaking  as  a college  student  who 
comes  from  a family  which  pays 
dearly  each  month  for  medical 
coverage,  it  is  my  opinion  that  the 
President’s  plan  is  a good  one.  Since 
my  mother  is  retired,  (she  is  62 
years  of  age),  she  is  already  covered 
by  Medicare,  but  it  costs  her  a great 
portion  of  her  income  to  cover  my 
sister  and  me.  This  plan  would  help 
people  like  my  mother  who  struggle 
just  to  have  basic  coverage  for  their 
children. 

As  explained  in  U.S.  News  and 
World  Report  (Sept.  27,  1993,  pp. 
24-28),  the  main  points  of  the  plan 
are: 

Security  which  will  give  everyone 
guaranteed  coverage.  Those  who 
don’t  have  health  care  will,  and 
those  who  do  have  it  will  always  be 
covered  by  it.  It  provides  broad 
preventive  services  for  everyone 
and  is  a totally  comprehensive  plan. 

This  leads  to  the  second  point  in 
the  plan,  simplicity.  The  system 
must  be  simpler  for  everyone.  This 
includes  patients  as  well  as  doctors, 
nurses,  etc.  When  you  go  to  the 
hospital  these  days  there  is  entirely 
too  much  paperwork  that  has  to  be 
filled  out.  It  is  a time-wasting  bother, 
and  with  this  new  plan,  a bother  that 
can  be  done  away  with.  In  many 
hospitals  there  have  been  more  ad- 
ministrators found  than  doctors.  I 
feel  that  this  is  ridiculous  and  that 
a change  must  be  made.  A simpler 
system  would  allow  for  more  time, 
not  to  mention  money,  to  be  saved. 

The  U.S.  spends  a total  of  14  per- 
cent of  income  on  health  care.  In 
order  for  the  health  care  system  to 
thrive,  we  must  learn  how  to  save. 
This  new  plan  will  cut  back  on  some 
of  that  spending  by  allowing  groups 
of  consumers  and  small  businesses 
to  have  the  same  market  power  as 
corporations.  The  Clinton  ad- 
ministration argues  that  there  is  so 
much  inefficiency  in  the  nation’s 
health  care  system  that  the  rate  of 
increase  in  health  care  costs  can 
surely  be  cut  in  half  without  affec- 
ting the  quality  of  care  (Washington 
Post  Sept.  19,  1993,  pp.l). 

Finally,  the  U.S.  spends  twice  as 
much  money  on  paperwork  than  any 
other  major  country  in  the  world. 
This  means  that  doctors  must  spend 
less  time  behind  a desk  if  America 
wants  to  save  money  on  health  care. 

Every  American  has  the  freedom 
of  choice.  And  as  it  should  be,  any 


By  NIKKI  HARRISON 

The  other  night  I found  myself 
with  nothing  to  do  so  I decided  I 
would  go  and  rent  a movie.  It  was 
kind  of  late  so  a lot  of  the  new 
releases  were  already  taken.  The  on- 
ly things  left  were  some  movies  I’d 
already  seen  and  one  by  the  name 
of  “Lorenzo’s  Oil”.  I had  no  idea 
what  it  was  about,  but  decided  to 
take  it  home  anyway.  The  movie  was 
based  on  a true  story  about  two 
parents,  Augusto  and  Michaela 
Odon,  who  are  struggling  with  the 
knowledge  that  their  only  son, 
Lorenzo,  is  suffering  from  a rare  and 
fatal  disease  known  as 
Adrenoleukodstrophy  or  ALD. 

ALD  is  a degenerative  nerve  il- 
lness that  is  passed  from  mother  to 
son.  However  while  it  is  the  female 
who  is  a carrier  of  the  gene,  it  is  on- 
ly the  male  offspring  who  develops 
ALD.  What  the  disease  does  exact- 
ly is  to  destroy  the  myelin  that  sur- 
rounds the  nerve  ceils  in  the  brain. 
As  a result,  the  victim  loses  control 
of  his  body,  in  short,  he  becomes  lit- 
tle more  than  a vegetable. 

A few  years  ago,  ALD  was  never 
even  heard  of.  It  has  only  been  in  re- 
cent years  that  any  progress  has 
been  made  towards  understanding 
the  disease.  Much  of  that  progress 
can  be  attributed  towards  the 
Odone’s.  After  finding  out  in  the  ear- 
ly eighties  that  their  son  was  ill,  the 
Odone’s  dedicated  their  lives  to  fin- 
ding some  sort  of  treatment  for 
ALD.  After  years  of  research  and 
watching  their  son  get  progressive- 
ly worse,  they  finally  found  some 
hope.  They  discovered  that  a com- 
bination of  vegetable  oils,  now 
known  as  Lorenzo’s  Oil,  cuts  down 
the  level  of  toxic  compounds  in  the 
blood  that  are  believed  to  cause  the 
disease.  However,  the  oil  cannot 


and  every  American  should  be 
allowed  to  choose  which  doctor  you 
want  to  visit  and  which  health  care 
plan  you  want  to  be  covered  under. 
Doctors  should  also  be  allowed  to 
choose  what  plan  they  practice  in. 
With  this  new  health  care  plan,  all 
of  this  will  be  made  possible. 

Without  quality,  then  all  of  the 
other  points  are  useless.  If  you 
achieve  every  other  part  of  the  plan 
and  don’t  have  quality,  then  you  fail. 
The  new  health  care  plan  will  have 
report  cards  issued  to  the  consumer. 
You  will  have  the  choice  to  decide 
whether  the  system  gives  you  the 
type  of  coverage  you  need.  As  you 
have  seen  over  these  past  years, 
high  prices  do  not  equal  good  quali- 
ty. Quality  is  what  this  new  plan  is 
all  about-quality  you  deserve 
without  high  prices. 

In  order  for  this  to  work,  everyone 
has  the  responsibility  to  be  a part  of 
the  solution.  Americans  must 
change  their  ways  to  have  the  cor- 
rect health  care  system.  Everyone 
will  be  asked  to  contribute 
something  to  health  care,  from  con- 
sumers to  employees  to  corpora- 


By  NIKKI  HARRISON 


You’d  have  to  have  been  in  a coma 
for  the  last  month  not  to  have  heard 
about  Clinton’s  Health  Plan.  It  is 
believed  by  some  to  be  even  bigger 
than  F.D.R.’s  institution  of  Social 
Security  over  fifty  years  ago.  It’s  on 
the  news,  it’s  in  the  papers  and 
magazines,  it’s  everywhere,  but 
what  exactly  does  it  mean?  After 
reading  several  articles  and  even 
watching  the  President  himself  ex- 
plain the  plan  on  T.V.,  I still  have  to 
admit  that  I’m  a little  bit  confused. 
So  I decided  to  figure  it  out.  What 
helped  me  most  was  the  Sept.  20, 
issue  of  Time  Magazine  who’s  cover 
exclaimed  in  huge  blue  letters, 
“Clinton’s  Health  Plan.”  What  the 
article  did  exactly  was  to  break 
down  the  plan  into  each  specific 

point. 

One  of  Clinton’s'  fti'aiW 'goals’  is'to 
make  American  health  insurance 
more  affordable.  He  also  wishes  to 
require  all  employers  to  contribute 
to  their  workers’  health  care.  In  ad- 
dition, the  plan  would  allow  states 
some  flexibility  in  choosing  health 
care  plans,  and  provide  financial 
relief  for  those  companies  who 
spend  the  most  on  health  care.  At 
the  same  time  it  would  subsidize  the 
health  care  premiums  of  small 
business  who  employ  low-income 
workers.  Lastly  the  plan  would  offer 
new  benefits  for  mental  health  care 
and  care  of  the  elderly,  and  also 
lower  the  costs  of  prescription 
drugs. 

I discovered  that  Clinton’s  plan 
covered  a great  deal  of  benefits  such 
as  hospital  stays,  doctor  visits, 
drugs,  and  pregnancy-related  ser- 
vices in  addition  to  others.  What  he 
excluded  were  things  such  as 
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reverse  any  nerve  damage  that  has 
already  taken  place,  such  as 
paralysis  or  blindness. 

Much  research  is  now  being  done 
to  determine  whether  this  oil  can 
prevent  children  who  have  inherited 
the  gene  for  the  disease  from 
becoming  ill.  Meanwhile,  Lorenzo 
Odone,  now  14,  has  improved 
somewhat.  He  is  able  to  com- 
municate with  his  parents  by  blink- 
ing his  eyes,  and  has  also  gained 
some  control  of  his  arms  and  hands, 
allowing  him  to  communicate  by 
computer. 


tions;  it  requires  cooperation  from 
everyone. 

Some  small  businesses  are  com- 
plaining that  they  will  not  be  able  to 
afford  the  plan  and  will  have  to  lay 
off  employees  if  the  plan  passes. 
This  is  probably  the  weakest  part  of 
the  plan,  but  according  to  U.S.  News, 
some  ccompanies  now  pay  as  much 
as  20  percent  of  their  payroll  on 
health  coverage  for  workers.  It  is  my 
opinion  that  these  companies  should 
be  willing  to  pay  some  higher  taxes 
in  order  to  get  this  plan  started. 

I do  not  understand  all  parts  of  the 
health  plan,  but  it  seems  to  me  that 
it  is  generally  a good  plan.  If  there 
is  a part  that  I disagree  with,  it 
would  be  the  possibility  of  higher 
taxes.  The  part  that  I agree  with  the 
most  is  the  increased  taxing  of 
tobacco  to  help  pay  for  the  plan. 
Since  smoking  is  dangerous  anyway, 
people  who  insist  on  smoking  should 
be  willing  to  pay  for  the  privelege. 
Therefore,  I feel  that  this  proposal 
is  among  the  most  complex  social- 
policy  initiatives  ever  crafted,  and 
if  given  the  right  support  it  could 
change  millions  of  lives. 
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Nikki  Harrison 
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. cosmetic  surgery,  hearing  aids,  in 
vitro  fertilization,  and  sex  change 
operations.  Further,  Clinton’s  plan 
excludes  no  one,  all  that  is  required 
is  that  you  be  an  American  citizen. 

Concert  choir  off 
to  great  start 

By  ROBIN  BUGG 

The  Concert  Choir  has  gotten  off 
to  a great  start  this  semester.  There 
are  28  students  in  the  choir,  and  they 
are  all  very  excited  about  their  up- 
coming performances.  The  choir 
will  begin  performing  at  local  high 
schools  in  the  middle  of  November. 
A few  of  the  songs  the  choir  will  be 
performing  are  “Hallelujah 
Chorus”,  “He’s  Watching  Over 
Israel”,  and  “Glory  to  God  in  the 
Highest”. 

Officers  for  the  Concert  Choir 
have  been  elected  for  the  1993-1994 
year.  Cindy  Callahan  was  elected 
president.  Matthew  Howell  was 
elected  vice-president;  Michelle 
Perkins  librarian,  and  Robin  Bugg 
is  club  reporter. 

Mrs.  Marian  Thorton  will  be  ser- 
ving as  pianist  for  the  Concert  Choir. 
Mrs.  Thornton  is  a new  face  in  the 
choir  this  year,  but  this  is  not  her 
first  time  to  work  with  the  choir  at 
ECCC.  She  was  the  pianist  for  the 
choir  9 years  ago.  The  choir  would 
like  to  extend  a warm  welcome  to 
Mrs.  Thornton. 

The  members  of  the  choir  would 
like  to  extend  an  invitation  to  any 
and  all  students  who  are  interested 
in  joining  the  choir  to  join  next 
semester.  The  choir  is  open  to 
anyone  that  is  interested  in  singing 
or  anybody  that  just  enjoys  it 
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names  honorees  for  1993 


Outstanding  East  Central  Instruc- 
tors, alumni  and  inductees  into  the 
Athletic  Hall  of  Fame  have  been 
chosen  for  1993  and  will  receive 
special  recognition  during 
Homecoming  activities  scheduled 
for  Saturday,  Oct.  16. 

Honorees  include  Lucille  Wood, 
Outstanding  Academic  Instructor; 
Sara  Griffin,  Outstanding 
Vocational-Technical  Instructor; 
Patsy  Dunigan  Clark  of  Louisville, 
Alumna  of  the  Year;  Melvin  Tingle 
of  Decatur,  Alumnus  of  the  Year; 
and  Athletic  Hall  of  Fame  selections 
Esther  Thomas  Coleman  of 
Louisville,  Barbara  Jo  Davidson 
Russell  of  Decatur,  and  Col.  Louis  V. 
Watwood  (USAF  ret)  of  Arlington, 
Virginia. 

LUCILLE  WOOD 
Lucille  Wood  has  been  teaching 
and  coaching  on  the  community  col- 
lege level  for  40  years,  a career 
highlighted  by  accomplishments  on 
the  basketball  court.  But  her  most 
recent  honor,  being  selected 
Outstanding  Academic  Instructor,  is 
an  honor  she  is  especially  proud  to 
receive. 

“I  have  really  enjoyed  teaching 
and  hopefully  making  a difference 
in  the  lives  of  students  who  take  my 
classes.’  Wood  said. 

The  former  women’s  basketball 
coach,  who  has  served  the  past  37 
years  at  East  Central  following  a 
three-year  stint  at  Copiah-Lincoln, 
has  a “full”  teaching  load  this  fall. 
Her  classes  include  personal  and 
community  health,  first  aid,  fitness 
and  conditioning  training,  introduc- 
tion to  health,  physical  education 
and  recreation,  and  tennis. 

In  her  approach  to  teaching,  Miss 
Wood  said  she  uses  a wide  range  of 
instructional  techniques  designed 
“to  reeducate,  motivate,  involve  and 
inspire”  her  students.  She  added 
that  she  strives  to  continually  revise 
class  assignments,  request  sup- 
plemental material  to  enrich  lec- 
tures, and  secure  interesting 
speakers  to  present  lectures  to  her 
classes.  She  also  tries  to  actively  in- 
volve her  students  in  the  learning 
process. 

A recent  incident  more  than  il- 
lustrates that  students  enrolled  in 
her  classes  sometimes  have  the  op- 
portunity to  practice  what  they 
learn  and  perhaps  save  a life. 

One  of  Miss  Wood’s  former  first 
aid  students  was  recently  in  a 
restaurant  and  noticed  another 
diner  seemed  to  be  in  distress.  The 
student  recognized  the  problem  re- 
mained calm,  and  used  the 
Heimlich  maneuver  to  aid  the  chok- 
ing victim.  The  student’s  response 
after  the  diner  had  been  relieved  of 
discomfort  was,  ‘Wouldn’t  Miss 
Wood  be  proud  of  me!’ 

Praise  for  Miss  Wood  has  also 
come  from  parents  of  her  students. 

In  a letter  sent  to  Miss  Wood  after 
the  1993  spring  semester,  a parent 
wrote:  “You  really  made  an 
everlasting  impression  on  my  son.  I 
wish  more  young  people  could  be  ex- 
posed to  professional  educators  like 
you.  We  wish  you  continued  good 
health  and  many  more  years  of  con- 
tributing to  the  betterment  of  our 
young  people.  God  bless  you!” 

Miss  Wood  also  takes  pride  in  the 
fact  that  she  not  only  teaches  each 
student  majoring  in  education,  but 
in  addition  she  serves  as  an  advisor 
for  physical  education  majors.  She 
is  also  sponsor  of  the  Student 
Education  Association. 

In  years  past  she  also  served  as 
cheerleader  sponsor,  director  of 
women’s  intramurals  and  was  coor- 
dinator of  the  once  annual  May  Day 
festivities  for  18  years.  She  twice 
served  as  president  of  the  ECCC 
Alumni  Association  and  is  credited 
with  beginning  alumni  memorial 
awards  presented  each  year  at 
Awards  Day. 

Miss  Wood  was  earlier  recogniz- 
ed for  her  many  accomplishments 
as  a coach  on  the  East  Central  cam- 
pus. The  1986  Athletic  Hall  of  Fame 
inductee  guided  the  Warriorettes  to 
two  state  titles  and  three  division 
crowns  in  the  1970’s  and  early  1980’s. 
The  college’s  physical  education 
building  is  named  in  her  honor  along 
with  another  outstanding  East  Cen- 
tral alumnus,  General  Denver 
Brackeen  (ret). 

She  is  also  a former  ECCC  Alum- 
nus of  the  Year  and  was  recognized 
as  the  college’s  outstanding  instruc- 
tor for  the  annual  HEADWAE  pro- 
gram, sponsored  by  the  Mississippi 
Legislature.  Most  recently  she  has 
been  selected  outstanding  instructor 
from  her  division  and  will  be 
recognized  at  the  annual 
Lamplighters  Program  which  pays 
tribute  to  outstanding  teachers  from 
the  state’s  community  and  junior 
colleges. 

Miss  Wood  currently  serves  as 
Region  23  (MS-LA)  Director  to  the 
National  Junior  College  Athletic 
Association  and  is  national 
chairperson  for  Slowpitch  Softball. 

She  is  a member  of  the  Mississip- 
pi Professional  Educators,  National 
Junior  College  Athletic  Association, 
Delta  Kappa  Gamma,  ECCC  Alum- 
ni Association  (lifetime  member), 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Alumni  Association,  and  Calvary 
Baptist  Church  in  Winston  County. 
She  is  listed  in  Who's  Who  in  the 
South  and  Southwest,  Who's  Who  of 
American  Women  and  Personalities 
of  the  South. 

Miss  Wood  is  a graduate  of  East 
Central  Community  College  and  the 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
where  she  received  bachelor’s  and 
master's  degrees  in  health,  physical 


education  and  recreation.  In  addi- 
tion, she  has  completed  63  semester 
hours  beyond  the  master’s  degree. 

SARA  GRIFFIN 

As  a computer  technology  instruc- 
tor, Mrs.  Sara  Craft  Griffin,  knows 
first  hand  if  her  students  are 
qualified  to  enter  the  business 
world. 

And,  as  is  the  case  most  often, 
graduates  of  her  program  are  well 
prepared  to  become  productive 
members  of  the  workforce.  Many  of 
her  students  become  top-notch  com- 
puter programmer,  data  processing 
managers,  or  computer  operators 
for  large  firms  and  industries.  And 
one  former  student  (Brenda 
Johnson)  teaches  computer 
technology  with  Mrs.  Griffin  at  the 
college’s  Bradford  J.  Tucker  Applied 
Technology  Center. 

It’s  knowing  her  students  become 
successful  computer  professionals 
that  is  most  gratifying  to  Mrs.  Grif- 
fin, and  because  of  her  dedication 
and  determination  to  helping 
students  succeed,  she  has  been 
named  Outstanding  Vocation- 
Technical  Instructor. 

“I  have  always  encouraged  my 
students  to  do  their  best  to  reach 
their  full  potential;  so  if  I play  a 
small  part  in  a student’s  success, 
then  I am  certainly  pleased,”  she 
said. 

Mrs.  Griffin,  who  has  over  30 
years  experience  as  a college  in- 
structor, actually  began  her  career 
as  secretary  to  then  East  Central 
president  Dr.  L.  0.  Todd. 

The  Union  native  has  planned  to 
work  for  Dr.  Todd  only  during  sum- 
mer months  following  graduation 
from  East  Central,  but  Dr.  Todd  ask- 
ed her  to  continue  working  through 
the  school  year  and  she  agreed  to 
postpone  her  transfer  to  Mississip- 
pi State  University. 

I really  enjoyed  working  for  Dr. 
Todd.  But  a day  I’ll  never  forget  was 
when  he  asked  me  to  type  his  letter 
of  resignation.  I,  along  with 
everyone  else,  was  really  shocked 
that  he  would  leave  East  Central.” 
she  recalled. 

But  Dr.  Todd  did  leave  and 
became  superintendent  of  Meridian 
Public  Schools.  Mrs.  Griffin  com- 
pleted the  school  year  and  continued 
her  education  at  Mississippi  State. 

When  she  enrolled  at  MSU,  Mrs. 
Griffin  pursued  a double  major 
(business/education)  which  proved 
to  be  a wise  move  when  she  later 
began  a teaching  career. 

During  her  senior  year  at  State, 
IBM  representatives  came  to  cam- 
pus and  offered  her  a job  with  their 
company.  She  took  the  position, 
moved  to  Dallas,  Texas,  and  work- 
ed as  an  instructor  in  the  company’s 
educational  center  training 
customer  who  purchased  IBM  data 
processing  equipment. 

“It  was  a great  four  years  and  I 
really  enjoyed  the  challenge  of 
teaching  IBM  customers  how  to  pro- 
gram and  operate  their  newly- 
purchased  equipment,”  she  said. 

But  during  that  time  she  married 
B.  L.  Griffin  of  Decatur  who  was 
later  named  business  manager  at 
East  Central,  a position  he  held  for 
16  years.  As  Mrs.  Griffin  explained, 
she  gave  up  “her  job  for  his.”  They 
moved  to  Decatur  and  Mrs.  Griffin 
renewed  her  association  with  East 
Central  as  she  became  registrar  for 
two  years  under  college  president 
Arno  Vincent. 

Although  her  duties  as  registrar 
were  challenging,  Mrs.  Griffin 
decided  to  enter  the  teaching  profes- 
sion after  receiving  a call  from  Dr. 
Todd  who  offered  her  a position  at 
Meridian  Junior  College.  She  was 
later  selected  to  begin  a data  pro- 
cessing program  at  the  junior 
college. 

She  taught  11  years  at  MJC  until 
being  hired  in  1972  by  ECCC  presi- 
dent Dr.  Charles  Wright  to  imple- 
ment EC’s  new  data  processing 
program.  Her  association  at  East 
Central  has  continued  since  that 
time. 

Mrs.  Griffin  said  she  has  many 
fond  memories  of  East  Central,  even 
as  a youngster  growing  up  in  Union 
and  especially  when  she  was  a stu- 
dent on  the  Decatur  campus. 

“East  Central  was  the  ‘focal 
point’  of  just  about  everything  back 
then.  Everybody  would  come  to 
East  Central  for  athletic  events, 
plays  and  many  other  activities,” 
she  said. 

As  a student  at  East  Central,  Mrs. 
Griffin  was  a member  of  the  Tom 
Tom  Staff,  Wesley  Foundation, 
Future  Business  Leaders  of 
America,  the  Y Council,  student 
government  committees,  Women’s 
Student  Government,  and  she  was 
one  of  the  first  students  selected  for 
induction  in  the  college’s  first  honor 
society,  a forerunner  of  Phi  Theta 
Kappa,  an  international  honor  socie- 
ty of  the  two-year  college. 

Mrs.  Griffin  said  she  had  a keen 
interest  in  student  government  and 
recalled  an  event  that  was  not  too 
common  then  for  female  students: 
she  ran  for  student  body  president! 
She  ran  a “good"  race  but  lost  to 
Rudolph  Mayes  who  also  later 
returned  to  East  Central  and  was  an 
English  instructor  for  many  years 
before  retiring  a few  years  ago. 

Mrs.  Griffin's  interest  in  education 
led  her  to  receive  a Master’s  degree 
in  Education  from  Mississippi  State 
University.  Also,  she  has  completed 
additional  graduate  work  at 
Mississippi  Southern,  Mississippi 
College,  and  Mississippi  State.  In  ad- 
dition. Mrs.  Griffin  has  attended 
numerous  conferences  and 
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workshops  pertaining  to  the  ever- 
changing  computer  field. 

When  she  is  not  in  the  classroom, 
Mrs.  Griffin  can  probably  be  found 
at  the  family’s  Decatur  IGA 
grocery.  She  is  also  involved  in 
various  organizations,  including  the 
Mississippi  Business  Education  and 
Junior  Colleges  and  ECCC  Faculty 
Club.  In  addition,  she  is  a member 
of  Decatur  United  Methodist  Church 
and  has  served  as  Sunday  School 
teacher  and  member  of  the  Ad- 
ministrative Board  and  Council  on 
Ministries. 

She  and  her  husband  have  three 
children.  David,  an  accounting 
graduate  of  Mississippi  State 
University,  is  associated  in  business 
with  his  father.  Diane  graduated 
from  the  University  of  Mississippi 
and  is  the  pharmacist  at  the  Newton 
Wal-Mart,  and  Kim  is  a fourth-year 
pharmacy  student  at  the  Universi- 
ty of  Mississippi.  The  Griffins  have 
one  grandchild,  two-year  old  Haley 
Lauren  Huey. 

PATSY  CLARK 

This  year's  Alumna  of  the  Year 
has  given  freely  of  her  time  and  has 
made  numerous  contribution  in  sup- 
port of  various  alumni 
organizations. 

Patsy  Dunigan  Clark  (Class  of 
1960)  is  a native  of  Philadelphia,  MS 
and  now  resides  in  Louisville,  MS. 

A former  legal  assistant  for  24 
years  with  Fair  and  Mayo  in 
Louisville,  Mrs.  Clark  became 
“reacquainted"  with  her  alma 
mater  when  fellow  Winston  countian 
and  ECCC  teacher  Lucille  Wood, 
who  is  also  being  recognized  as 
Academic  Instructor  of  the  Year, 
asked  her  to  be  that  county’s 
representative  to  the  then  newly 
organized  Warrior  Club. 

She  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Warrior  Club  and  has  worked 
diligently  and  successfully  in  help- 
ing raise  funds  for  the  college’s 
athletic  programs,  serving  as  both 
county  representative  and 
president. 

She  also  has  been  a member  of  the 
ECCC  Alumni  Association  for 
several  years,  having  served  as 
Winston  County  representative, 
secretary-treasurer,  and  currently 
serves  as  vice  president. 

“I  came  back  to  campus  for  a 
reception  in  honor  of  Miss  Wood 
when  the  gym  was  named  for  her 
and  Denver  Brackeen  and  when  my 
mother,  Mrs.  Zexa  Saveli  Dunigan, 
attended  her  50th  year  class  reunion 
at  Homecoming. 

Both  visits  were  “eye-openers”  as 
far  as  seeing  the  improvements  and 
growth  of  the  college,  but  at  the 
same  time  keeping  the  special  at- 
mosphere of  making  the  students 
feel  as  individuals  and  giving  them 
the  opportunity  to  obtain  an 
education. 

“I'm  really  amazed  that  even 
though  many  of  the  teachers  on  staff 
when  I was  a student  are  no  longer 
here,  there  still  exists  that  friendly 
and  caring  concern  East  Central 
has  long  been  known  for,"  she  said. 

"Both  of  my  parents  and  two 
sisters  attended  ECCC  and  at  the 
time  I was  a student  my  uncle,  J.  O. 
Evans,  was  a teacher  along  with  Mr. 
( L.  E. ) Cliburn,  a distant  relative.  I 
am  also  proud  to  say  that  I have  two 
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cousins  presently  attending  East 
Central,  Jill  Graham,  a Centralette, 
and  Dawn  Sharp,  a cheerleader.  My 
son-in-law,  Jim  Nabers,  attended  EC 
and  was  a member  of  the  Warrior 
football  team,”  she  added. 

Mrs.  Clark  said  it  has  been  a 
“wonderful  and  rewarding”  ex- 
perience coming  back  to  attend 
meetings  and  activities  and  getting 
1 to  know  college  personnel,  and  to 
have  a small  part  assisting  the 
dedicated  professionals  who  make 
up  the  staff  of  ECCC. 

When  she  is  not  working  on  East 
Central  projects,  Mrs.  Clark  and  her 
daughter,  Lisa  Nabers,  are  involved 
in  all  areas  of  pageant  competition 
which  includes  judging  as  well  as 
coaching  young  ladies  in  talent,  in- 
terview, modeling  and  grooming. 

Also,  she  is  currently  serving  as 
Winston  County  Chairman  for  the 
Mary  Kirkpatrick  Foundation  in 
Amory,  MS. 

The  Foundation  was  organized  by 
Sam  Haskell,  Vice  President  of 
William  Morris  Talent  Agency  in 
Los  Angeles,  CA,  in  memory  of  his 
mother.  Through  his  professional 
connection,  he  had  stars  such  as 
Kathy  Lee  Gifford,  Debbie  Allen, 
Sandi  Patti,  Mary  Ann  Mobley,  Gary 
Collins  and  many  more  perform  at 
a two-night  gala  celebration  entitl- 
ed "Entertainment  for  Education,” 
with  all  monies  raised  to  be  channel- 
ed for  scholarships  based  on  need, 
activities,  and  academic  perfor- 
mance. Last  year  $52,000.00  was 
awarded  to  outstanding  seniors.  This 
program  is  expanding  state-wide  to 
provide  scholarships  to  Mississippi 
state  supported  junior  and  senior 
colleges. 

Mrs.  Clark  said  she  is  “very  ex- 
cieted”  over  the  possibilities  and 
potential  of  this  foundation. 

In  addition,  Mrs.  Clark  is  a 
member  of  the  Pilot  Club  of 
Louisville,  an  organization  that 
sponsors  many  civic,  educational 
and  patriotic  programs  including 
scholarships  for  senior  high  school 
girls.  The  organization  also  sponsors 
Miss  Hospitality  contestants. 

Mrs.  Clark’s  husband,  William,  is 
Regional  Zone  Manager  (West 
Coast)  for  Taylor  Machine  Works  in 
Louisville.  Since  her  retirement,  she 
has  traveled  with  him  in  Mexico  and 
the  western  and  northwestern  parts 
of  the  United  States  and  Canada.  “I 
know  it’s  hard  to  believe,  but  we 
meet  a lot  of  people  during  our 
travels  who  attended  East  Central 
Community  College.  On  our  first  trip 
to  Los  Angeles,  we  ran  into  Mrs. 
Nellie  Cross,  Carol  and  Harriet 
Vickers  at  the  airport,”  she  said. 

She  said  she  even  runs  into  a few 
classmates  from  time  to  time,  but 
one  former  classmate  she,  is 
especially  looking  forward  to  seeing 
at  Homecoming  is  this  year's  Alum- 
nus of  the  Year,  Melvin  Tingle  of 
Decatur. 

“To  be  chosen  Alumna  of  the  Year 
completely  took  me  by  surprise,  but 
this  honor  is  even  more  special 
because  of  the  fact  that  Melvin  was 
my  escort  at  Homecoming  our 
sophomore  year.  For  us  to  again 
share  a memory  of  ECCC  is  an 
honor  I will  cherish.”  she  said. 

"Melvin  and  I both  attended 
Philadelphia  High  School  where  he 
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was  a couple  of  years  ahead  of  me, 
but  when  we  attended  East  Central, 
we  were  in  the  same  class  because 
he  had  been  in  the  armed  services, 
before  coming  to  college.  Well,  when 
Homecoming  elections  were  held  I 
was  voted  queen  and  guess  who  I 
chose  to  escort  me  - Melvin  Tingle, 
I was  dating  a football  player,  Don 
Griswold,  of  Atlanta,  but  the  players 
were  not  allowed  to  escort.  So  I ask- 
ed Melvin  who  was  sophomore  class 
president  and  was  seleced  ‘Most 
Handsome’  by  the  student  body.  I 
was  very  honored  to  have  Melvin  as 
my  escort,”  she  said. 

In  recalling  the  1959  homecoming 
activities,  Mrs.  Clark  said  the 
weather  had  been  “just  terrible” 
that  morning  and  it  had  rained  for 
hours.  She  said  she  and  members  of 
the  court  - who  at  that  time  also  in- 
cluded dormitory  queens  - were  ask- 
ed if  they  wanted  to  go  on  the  field 
or  stay  inside,  and  they  decided  to 
proceed  with  the  coronation 
festivities.  And,  she  said,  “A  lot  of 
prayers  were  answered  as  the  rain 
stopped  just  prior  to  their  going  on 
the  field.” 

MELVIN  TINGLE 

Not  many  people  can  say  they 
make  a living  by  doing  something 
they  really  love  to  do,  but  such  is  the 
case  for  Melvin  Tingle  (Class  of 
1960)  of  Decatur,  Alumnus  of  the 
Year  for  1993. 

Tingle,  an  avid  outdoorsman  and 
gun  enthusiast,  serves  as  host  of  the 
popular  “Mississippi  Outdoors”  pro- 
gram shown  on  the  Educational 
Television  network.  The  weekly 
telecast  features  Tingle  and  co-host 
Mara  Hartmann  as  they  venture 
outdoors  capturing  on  film  the 
state’s  abundant  natural  resources. 
The  program  also  includes  a live 
call-in  segment  where  viewers  are 
invited  to  ask  questions  on  topics  of 
current  interest. 

Co-produced  by  Mississippi  ETV 
and  the  Mississippi  Department  of 
Wildlife,  Fisheries  and  Parks,  the 
show  has  entered  its  fourth  season. 

Tingle,  a Philadelphia  native,  said 
he  really  enjoys  doing  the  show  and 
having  an  opportunity  “to  meet  so 
many  interesting  people.” 

“Mississippi  is  blessed  with  a 
great  wealth  of  natural  beauty,  but 
the  real  attraction  of  the  state  is  its 
people.  That’s  why  I feel  so  fortunate 
to  have  the  career  I’ve  had.  I never 
dreamed  I could  have  such  a great 
job.  The  good  Lord  really  placed  me 
at  the  right  place  at  the  right  time,” 
Tingle  said. 

Tingle  said  no  one  program  from 
the  series  has  actually  “stood  out” 
above  the  rest,  but  he  did  enjoy  one 
show  which  featured  several  Choc- 
taw Indians  illustrating  their  native 
art  of  stick  rabbit  hunting. 

“They  were  demonstrating  how  to 
kill  rabbits  with  these  long  sticks 
and  were  not  having  much  success. 
Well,  I tried  it  and  was  the  only  one 
to  bag  a rabbit.  Obviously  I was  just 
lucky,”  Tingle  laughed. 

Before  joining  ETV  in  1992,  Tingle 
served  26  years  with  the  Mississip- 
pi Department  of  Wildlife,  Fisheries 
and  Parks.  It  was  with  the  wildlife 
department  that  Tingle  first 
became  associated  with  "Mississip- 
pi Outdoors,”  serving  two  years  as 
host  before  retiring  from  the  state 
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and  joining  ETV. 

He  also  served  the  department  for 
four  years  as  hunter  safety  super- 
visor and  received  national  recogni- 
tion in  1986  as  the  country’s  top 
hunter  safety  instructor.  Tingle  was 
honored  fqr  teaching  more  young 
people  and  adults  about  hunter 
education  then  any  other  educator 
in  the  field.  He  also  conducted 
numerous  workshops  pertaining  to 
bow  hunting,  muzzle  loading,  rifle 
and  shotgun  safety,  and  outdoor  sur- 
vival. Because  of  these  efforts,  ac- 
cidents were  reduced  in  Mississippi 
by  over  70  percent. 

Prior  to  becoming  hunter  safety 
supervisor,  Tingle  served  eight 
years  as  public  relations  represen- 
tative for  the  department. 

Tingle  first  began  his  association 
with  the  state  in  1966  as  public  rela- 
tions fieldman  for  the  Mississippi 
Game  and  Fish  Commission.  He 
also  received  his  “first  taste”  of  be- 
ing in  front  of  the  camera  by  hosting 
with  Paul  Ott  Carruth  a weekly 
television  and  radio  show,  produced 
by  the  Game  and  Fish  Commission. 
They  hosted  the  program  from  1970 
until  1984. 

His  many  contributions  to  the 
state  have  not  gone  unnoticed,  as 
Tingle  has  received  many  honors 
and  awards,  including  the  Gover- 
nor’s Award  for  Conservation. 

But  before  Tingle  began  his  long 
tenure  with  the  state,  he  served  as 
manager  of  East  Central’s 
bookstore  and  student  center.  Tingle 
owned  and  operated  a restaurant  in 
Decatur  when  then  business 
manager  B.  L.  Griffin  hired  him  to 
come  to  East  Central. 

“Back  then  the  student  center  was 
where  everybody  gathered  to  main- 
ly drink  Cokes  and  eat  ice  cream.  It 
was  a popular  hangout  for  the 
students  - a great  place  to  socialize,” 
Tingle  said. 

But  late  one  night  fire  destroyed 
the  popular  gathering  spot,  and 
Tingle  said  it  was  a “very  sad”  time 
for  everyone. 

“The  fire  began  at  about  11:30 
p.m.  and  students  were  running 
everywhere  trying  to  save  what  they 
could.  No  one  was  injured,  thank 
goodness,  but  the  student  center  was 
a total  loss,”  he  said. 

Tingle  said  while  the  student 
center  was  being  remodeled,  a 
“makeshift”  concession  stand  was 
set  up  in  the  cafeteria.  “It  wasn’t 
quite  the  same,  but  it  was  all  we 
could  do,”  he  added. 

Soon  after  the  tragic  fire,  fate 
“took  over”  and  Tingle  would  begin 
his  career  with  the  “great  out- 
doors.” 

“I  really  owe  Clayton  Blount 
(former  EC  coach)  who  introduced 
me  to  Billy  Joe  Cross  ( an  executive 
with  the  State  Game  and  Fish  Com- 
mission) who  asked  me  if  I were  in- 
terested in  becoming  a game 
warden.  I quickly  said  “yes”  and 
that  is  how  I began  working  with  the 
state,”  Tingle  said. 

Tingle  said  he  owes  a lot  to  East 
Central,  because  he  not  only  began 
his  career  as  a game  warden  thanks 
to  an  EC  connection,  but  he  also  met 
his  future  wife  while  attending  East 
Central  as  a student. 
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“So  I guess  the  best  thing  to  hap- 
pen while  a student  at  East  Central 
was  that  I met  my  wife,  and  the  se- 
cond best  thing  was  I started  a 
career  I also  enjoy,”  Tingle  laughed. 

Tingle  is  married  to  the  former 
Betty  Sims  of  Decatur  who  serves  as 
county  executive  director  of  the 
Newton  County  Agriculture 
Stabilization  and  Conservation  Ser- 
vice (ASCS).  They  have  two' 
daughters:  Karen  Tingle  Collins, 
wife  of  Dr.  Curt  Collins  and  a 
graduate  of  ECCC  and  the  Univer- 
sity of  Mississippi  Medical  School  of 
Nursing  (they  reside  in  Jackson); 
Emily  Tingle  Usry,  a certified  den- 
tal assistant,  who  also  attended 
ECCC  and  the  Mississippi  Medical 
School  of  Dentistry  and  resides  with 
husband  Stephen  in  Lawrence;  and 
a son  Mingo,  a junior  at  Newton 
County  High  School,  who  said  he 
plans  to  graduate  from  ECCC  in 
1997!  The  Tingles  have  one  grand- 
son, Hayes  Collins. 

Despite  his  busy  “retirement 
career,”  Tingle  also  has  many  hob- 
bies and  outside  interests. 

Several  years  ago,  Tingle  came 
across  a copy  of  the  “History  of 
Newton  County:  1834-1894,”  by  A.  J. 
Brown.  After  further  investigation, 
he  discovered  only  100  copies  had 
been  published  at  its  original  prin- 
ting. Tingle  said  he  and  wife  Betty 
were  determined  to  have  this 
historical  publication  available  for 
all  citizens  so  they  republished  the 
book  and  sold  copies  for  a fraction 
above  cost. 

“By  republishing  the  book,  we  feel 
we  have  helped  preserve  the  history 
of  Newton  County  for  generations  to 
come,”  Tingle  said. 

He  is  also  in  much  demand  as  a 
public  speaker,  sharing  his 
knowledge  and  love  of  antiques,  gun 
collecting,  civil  war  history  and  ar- 
tifacts, Choctaw  Indian  baskets  and 
artifacts,  and  history  of  Newton 
County. 

In  addition,  Tingle  spends  a great 
deal  of  his  time  in  church-related  ac- 
tivities. He  is  a member  of  Clarke- 
Venable  Memorial  Baptist  Church 
where  he  currently  serves  as  Youth 
Boys’  Sunday  School  teacher  and 
member  of  the  Youth  and  Lord’s 
Supper  committees. 

Tingle  said  he  is  “really  looking 
forward”  to  attending  homecoming 
activities,  and  added  that  being  on 
campus  - especially  at  this  time  of 
the  year  - always  provides  many 
fond  memories  of  when  he  was  a 
student. 

Being  a student  at  East  Central 
was  a great  experience  for  me.  It 
was  like  a family  atmosphere  here 
and  the  faculty  and  staff  made 
everyone  feel*at-home.  I really  lik- 
ed the  teachers  and  how  they  con- 
ducted their  classrooms.  I even  liked 
the  cafeteria  food,”  he  said. 

Tingle  was  a popular  student  at 
East  Central,  having  been  voted 
sophomore  class  president  and 
chosen  most  handsome.  He  also 
escorted  the  Homecoming  Queen, 
fellow  classmate  and  Neshoba  Coun- 
tian  Patsy  Clark,  selected  1993’s 
Alumna  of  the  Year!” 

“It  will  be  great  seeing  Patsy  at 
Homecoming.  Maybe  she’ll  let  me 
escort  her  again  this  year,”  he  said. 

ESTHER  THOMAS  COLEMAN 

Short  in  stature  but  tall  on  talent, 
Esther  Thomas  Coleman,  a 5’3” 
standout  guard  on  the  Lady  Warrior 
basketball  team  during  the  1978-1979 
and  1979-1980  seasons,  said  she 
“dropped  the  phone”  when  notified 
by  her  former  coach,  Lucille  Wood, 
that  she  was  selected  for  induction 
into  the  college’s  Athletic  Hall  of 
Fame  for  1993. 

Coleman,  a first  team  All  Region 
7 (MS-TN-KY)  and  All-State  selec- 
tion who  was  also  named  to  the  All- 
Region  7 Tburnament  Team  and  was 
voted  most  valuable  player  in  the 
annual  All  Star  game,  has  been 
described  as  the  "driving  force" 
that  carried  East  Central  to  two 
division  titles  and  a state  cham- 
pionship. 

Although  she  insisted  on  giving 
credit  to  Coach  Wood  and  her  team- 
mates for  any  success  she  may  have 
had  on  the  basketball  court,  the 
former  team  captain  was  not  only 
East  Central’s  leading  scorer  her 
sophomore  season  but  was  also  the 
state’s  second-leading  pointmaker 
and  was  ranked  third  in  regional 
scoring. 

Coleman  said  there  are  many 
highlights  associated  with  her 
athletic  career  at  East  Central:  the 
two-point  decision  over  Hinds  for  the 
south  division  title,  another  two- 
point  upset  win  (thanks  to  her  10-foot 
jumper  with  just  seconds  remain- 
ing) over  nationally  ranked 
Coahoma  in  first-found  state  tourna- 
ment action,  the  two-point  overtime 
victory  against  Northwest  for  the 
state  crown. 

But  she  added  the  game  that  real- 
ly stands  out  the  most  in  a regular 
season  contest  against  Copiah- 
Lincoln  during  which  she  scored  a 
career-high  44  points!  During  her 
freshman  and  sophomore  years  she 
scored  a total  of  1.203  points  - in  57 
contests  - for  an  average  of  21.1 
points  per  game,  second  in  total 
points  in  the  history  of  EC  girls' 
basketball. 

Prior  to  her  being  signed  by  Coach 
Wood  to  attend  East  Central.  Col- 
eman has  an  outstanding  career  at 
Ijouisville  High  School  and  was 
highly  recruited  by  several  colleges, 
including  the  University  of 
Mississippi. 

But  the  Rebel  recruiter  said  she 
was  "too  short"  so  Coleman  signed 
with  East  Central,  a decision  she 
said  she  "never  regretted." 


"I  really  enjoyed  attending  East 
Central  and  playing  junior  college 
basketball,  although  I had  to  make 
several  adjustments,  including  get- 
ting used  to  the  30-second  clock  and 
the  much  more  strenuous  workouts 
under  Coach  Wood!  Coach  Wood 
really  believed  in  working  us  hard 
during  practice,  but  it  was  obvious- 
ly worth  it  in  the  end,”  she  said. 

In  addition  to  playing  basketball, 
Coleman  also  participated  in  in- 
tramural sports  and  was  a member 
of  the  choir.  She  said  her  two  years 
at  EC  “were  a lot  of  fun”  and  cited 
the  “closeness”  of  everyone  on  cam- 
pus as  the  reason  college  life  was  so 
enjoyable. 

Coleman,  a physical  education 
major,  continued  her  athletic  career 
at  Livingston  University  which  won 
division  and  conference  titles  and 
advanced  to  the  quarter-finals  of 
National  AIAW  Tournament  in 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  her 
senior  year. 

Soon  after  leaving  Livingston  she 
returned  to  Louisville  and  married 
Preston  Coleman.  They  now  have 
two  children,  Patrick  and  Latoya. 

In  looking  back  over  her  athletic 
accomplishments,  she  said  there 
have  been  several  people  who  have 
made  positive  influences  in  her  life. 

She  credits  her  father,  the  late 
Theodore  Thomas  who  died  in  1983, 
with  instilling  in  her  the  attitude  to 
“always  do  your  best.”  Her  mom, 
Lilian  Thomas,  has  also  been  a 
“great  inspiration.”  Coleman  said 
she  hopes  to  bring  her  mother  to  the 
awards  luncheon  at  homecoming 
although  she  has  been  ill  with  heart 
problems  and  has  diabetes. 

Coleman  also  thanked  her  five 
brothers  who  “toughened  me  up”  by 
“allowing”  her  to  play  football  with 
them  and  other  friends.  The  seventh 
of  nine  children,  Coleman  also 
played  a lot  of  basketball  with  those 
same  brothers  and  her  three  sisters, 
“which  gave  me  a lot  of  experiences 
playing  ball  with  people  taller  than 
me.”  Only  her  younger  sister,  Pam, 
is  shorter  (she  stands  5’2”)  than 
Esther. 

“It  was  sometimes  tough  but  I 
learned  how  to  handle  myself  with 
taller  kids  while  playing  sports  in 
the  neighborhood.  Of  course  she  had 
a good  time,  too,”  she  said. 

Other  influences  in  her  life-have 
been  Coach  Wood,  Louisville  High 
School  girls’  coach  Sheila  Davis,  and 
Deborah  Stevens,  who  coaches  in 
another  state. 

And  one  day,  Coleman,  who  has 
served  the  past  eight  years  as  an  of- 
fice secretary  at  Louisville  High 
School,  hopes  to  fulfill  her  dreams 
of  becoming  a coach.  When  that 
time  comes,  she  will  no  doubt  once 
again,  althought  short  on  stature,  be 
tall  on  talent! 

BARBARA  JO  RUSSELL 

She  was  known  for  her  red  hair 
and  “mean  hook  shot”  now  she  can 
also  be  recognized  as  a member  of 
East  Central's  Athletic  Hall  of 
Fame. 

Barbara  Jo  Davidson  Russell  of 
Union  was  a two-time  All-State  for- 
ward for  the  Lady  Warriors  during 
the  1952-53  and  1953-54  seasons. 

As  team  captain  her  sophomore 
year  under  Coach  Clayton  Blount, 
she  led  EC  to  a second  place  finish 
in  the  state  finals.  She  co-captained 
the  Lady  Warriors  her  freshman 
year,  under  Coach  Frenchie  Eilau. 

Russell,  who  found  success  on  the 
court  by  mainly  "shooting  from  my 
right,”  averaged  scoring 
“somewhere  in  double  figures."  A 
highlight  of  her  scoring  success  pro- 
bably occurred  in  two  games  in 
which  she  pumped  in  over  40  points. 
She  recalls  scoring  42  points  in  one 
contest  and  followed  that  perfor- 
mance with  a 46-point  effort! 

Although  she  obviously  had  much 
success  as  an  individual  point- 
maker,  Russell  prefers  for  praise  to 
be  given  to  coaches  and  teammates. 

“When  we  won,  it  was  definately 
a team  win,”  she  stated. 

Russell  reminisced  how  the  sport 
was  played  in  the  ‘50’s,  and  related 
many  fond  memories  concerning 
competition  on  the  community  col- 
lege level. 

"We  had  a great  following  for  all 
our  games,  mainly  because  we  had 
so  many  good  players  from  each 
county  in  our  district,”  she  said. 

Probably  another  reason  for  the 
good  crowds  was  the  action  on  the 
court. 

"If  opposing  players  got  in  my 
way  when  I set  up  for  the  hook  shot, 
they  would  sometimes  get  knocked 
to  the  floor.  I was  double-teamed  a 
great  deal  and  had  to  fight  for  posi- 
tion by  mainly  using  my  hips  to 
break  free.  I could  also  make  a pret- 
ty good  fake,  and  as  a result,  I got 
fouled  a good  bit,"  Russell  said. 

Even  though  play  on  the  court  was 
sometimes  a little  rough,  Russell 
said  Coach  Blount  made  sure  none 
of  his  team  members  got  out  of 
control. 

"Coach  Blount  did  not  allow  us  to 
get  mad  or  fight.  We  had  to  control 
our  tempers  and  stay  seated  when 
on  the  bench."  she  said. 

Russell  recalled  Coach  Blount 
also  made  sure  the  team  was  in  top 
shape  for  every  game. 

"Even  though  we  only  played  half- 
court. we  still  had  to  be  in  good  con- 
dition. Coach  Blount  was  definate- 
ly a desciplinarian  and  believed 
strongly  in  long  workouts."  she  said. 

Russell  added  she  and  her  team- 
mates had  great  respect  for  Coach 
Blount  who  "encouraged  us  to  play 
fair  and  give  our  best  as  a team.  I 
will  always  appreciate  Coach  Blount 
for  being  such  an  inspiration."  she 
said. 


In  looking  back,  she  said  it  was 
not  difficult  for  Coach  Blount  to  keep 
a close  rein  on  her  and  her 
classmates,  since  female  students 
did  not  have  a lot  of  free  time  to  date 
or  go  out  at  night. 

“We  had  to  be  in  our  dorms  at  9 
p.m.  so  dating  and  staying  out  late 
was  really  not  a problem,  especial- 
ly after  those  long  workouts,” 
Russell  said,  adding,  “things  have 
obviously  changed  a lot.” 

Not  only  was  Russell  active  in 
basketball,  she  was  also  an  active 
participant  in  FBLA,  YWA,  BSU, 
Point  Committee,  Liberal  Arts  Club 
and  the  Wesley  Foundation.  She  also 
served  as  the  secretary  of  the  first 
Athletic  Club,  organized  in  1952. 

In  addition  she  was  voted  a 
favorite  her  freshman  and 
sophomore  years.  She  participated 
in  the  22nd  and  23rd  May  Day  pro- 
grams, and  during  the  latter  was 
nominated  for  Miss  ECJC. 

But  her  main  interest  was  basket- 
ball, a sport  she  learned  to  love  at 
an  early  age. 

She  played  on  the  varsity  team  at 
Union  High  School  as  an  eighth 
grader,  and  later  bacame  a four- 
year  letter-winner  for  the  Lady 
Yellow  Jackets.  During  her  senior 
season,  she  was  instrumental  in 
leading  Union  to  a regional  tourna- 
ment title  over  rival  Newton.  During 
that  contest,  Davidson  scored  42  of 
Union’s  50  points!  That  same  season 
Union  finished  fourth  in  the  AAA 
State  Tournament,  and  Davidson 
was  selected  first  team  All-State. 

After  her  high  school  graduation, 
Davidson  signed  a scholarship  at 
East  Central  which  “was  a great 
honor”  but  also  included  “other 
duties  as  assigned:  like  sweeping, 
cleaning  rooms,  and  other  chores,” 
she  said. 

“Obviously,  much  has  changed 
over  the  years  concerning  scholar- 
ship requirements,”  she  added. 

When  Davidson  graduated  from 
East  Central,  she  later  married 
Clinton  Russell  who  also  attended 
East  Central.  He  recently  retired  as 
Director  of  the  Physical  Plant  at 
East  Central.  They  have  three 
grown  children:  daughter  Barbara 
Shock,  a nurse  in  Camdenton, 
Missouri ; son  Randal  C.  Russell  of 
Jackson,  a communications 
engineer  with  South  Central  Bell; 
and  daughter  Lynn  Hayes  of  Union, 
a vocational  rehabilitation  consul- 
tant with  Crawford  and  Company 
Health  and  Rehabilitation  Services 
in  Meridian.  The  Russells  also  have 
our  grandchildren. 

Mrs.  Russell  has  maintained  a 
busy  career,  having  served  the  past 
25  years  in  the  accounting  and  tax 
service  business.  For  the  past  13 
years  she  has  owned  and  operated 
Russell  Accounting  Service  inj 
Union. 

She  is  also  an  active  member  of 
Clarke  Venable  Baptist  Church 
where  she  has  served  as  Sunday 
School  and  training  union  teacher. 
GA  leader  and  a member  of  various 
committees. 

She  holds  memberships  in  the 
Mississippi  Association  of  Public 
Accountants,  Union  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  Decatur  Progressive 
Club  and  Gideon  International  Aux- 
iliary. 

Her  hobbies  include  collecting  an- 
tiques, spending  time  with  family 
and  friends  at  the  Neshoba  County 
Fair,  and  helping  others. 

LOUIS  V.  WATWOOD 

Although  it  has  been  almost  60 
years  since  he  wore  "black  and 
gold"  for  East  Central,  Col.  Louis  V. 
Watwood,  (USAF  ret)  still  vividly 
remembers  the  excruciating  pain  of 
being  struck  in  the  face  by  an  oppo- 
nent's helmet.  Football  players  did 
not  wear  face  masks  back  then,  and 
as  Col.  Watwood  put  it,  "I  have  a 
nose  to  prove  it!” 

A three-sport  letterman  during 
the  1935-36  and  1936-37  college  terms. 
Col.  Watwood  - who  has  long  since 
had  his  nose  “reconstructed"  - no 
longer  has  to  face  bruising  tacklers, 
but  he  will  be  recognized  before  a 
large  homecoming  crowd  as  one  of 
three  inductees  into  the  college's 
Athletic  Hall  of  Fame. 

Watwood  resides  in  Arlington, 
Virginia,  with  his  wife,  the  former 
Ann  Lucas  of  Starkville  and 
Washington,  D.D.  They  have  a 
daughter,  Leslie,  who  is  an  artist  and 
also  lives  in  Arlington. 

He  came  to  East  Central  on  an 
athletic  scholarship  in  the  fall  of  1935 
following  an  outstanding  high  school 
career  in  Goodwater.  Alabama, 


where  he  was  All-State  basketball. 

At  6’3”,  185  pounds,  Watwood 
played  offensive  and  defensive  end 
for  Coach  Pat  Wilson. 

Besides  having  to  play  without 
face  masks,  Watwood  said  he  recall- 
ed that  junior  college  teams  were 
mainly  “farm  clubs”  for  major 
universities. 

“Most  of  the  players  were  really 
huge  and  very  tough.  It  was  a good 
brand  of  football,  except  for  the  fact 
our  equipment  was  not  what  it  is  to- 
day,” he  said. 

Watwood  said  he  preferred  offense 
to  defense,  and  although  he  does 
recall  exact  statistics,  he  did 
remember  catching  several 
touchdown  passes.  He  was  also  on 
the  receiving  end  of  a key 
touchdown  pass  that  tied  Pearl 
River  7-7  in  the  state  playoffs. 

One  of  his  teammates  both  years 
was  former  East  Central  president 
Arno  Vincent  who  resides  in 
Meridian. 

Vincent  said  Watwood  was  a very 
good  athlete  and  he  enjoyed  their 
relationship. 

“We  played  football  and  basket- 
ball together  at  East  Central  and 
continued  playing  basketball  after 


By  JOLIE  EUBANKS 

Winston  County  is  represented 
very  well  on  the  East  Central  cam- 
pus whether  it  is  playing  on  the  foot- 
ball field,  basketball  court,  baseball 
field,  or  cheering  along  the 
sidelines,  many  students  par- 
ticipate. Two  outstanding  girls  from 
this  area  show  their  spirit  on  the 
cheerleading  squad.  They  are 
Leighanne  Livingston  and  Leigh 
Ann  Hatcher. 

Leighanne  Livingston  is  the 
19-year-old  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Randall  Livingston  of  Louisville. 
Leighanne  Livingston  attended 
Louisville  High  School  where  she 
cheered  the  mighty  Wildcats  on  to 
a state  championship  in  1991. 
Leighanne  was  also  very  active  in 
campus  life  at  LHS.  She  was  in 
many  clubs  and  organizations, 
among  some  of  those  are  Beta  Club, 
Math  Club.  English  Club,  Band  Col- 
or Guard,  Cheerleader,  “L”  Club, 
and  Fellowship  of  Christian 
Athletes. 

Leighanne  has  chosen  pre- 
nursing/pre-med  as  her  major  here 
at  East  Central.  She  said  she  chose 
this  field  because  she  someday 
hopes  to  become  a pediatrician. 

Not  only  was  Leighanne  active  on 
her  high  school  campus,  she  is  also 
active  here  at  East  Central.  She  is 
a member  of  Sigma  Sigma  Mu  Thw, 
captain  of  the  Modeling  Squad,  on 
the  homecoming  court,  cheerleader. 
President’s  Council,  and  also  a par- 
ticipant in  intramural  sports. 

Leighanne  loves  to  cheer  — she 
enjoys  showing  her  school  spirit 
here  at  EC  by  yelling  for  the  black 
and  gold.  She  said  the  squad  is  real- 
ly good,  and  it  is  a lot  of  fun. 

Leigh  Ann  Hatcher  is  the  18-year- 
old  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David 
Hatcher.  Leigh  Ann  attended 


Drum  major 

Serving  her  second  year  as  drum  ma- 
jor of  the  Warrior  Marching  Band  is 
sophomore  Leigh  Ann  Sigrest  of 
Forest.  An  accounting  major,  Leigh 
Ann  is  also  a member  of  the  concert 
band.  She  is  a graduate  of  Scott  Cen- 
tral High  School  and  received 
superior  ratings  in  leading  the  Rebel 
Band  at  state  contest.  Her  parents  are 
Ann  and  Billy  Ray  Sigrest  of  Forest. 


signing  scholarships  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Southern  Mississippi.  Louis 
also  played  football  at  USM  and  had 
a great  career  there,  too,”  Vincent 
said. 

Watwood  was  also  a standout  pit- 
cher and  outfielder  on  the  Warrior 
baseball  team.  He  led  EC  to  a 3-2 
win  against  Sunflower  Junior  Col- 
lege (now  Mississippi  Delta  Com- 
munity College)  in  the  state 
playoffs.  His  opposing  pitcher  was 
Ike  Pearson,  who  later  had  an 
outstanding  major  league  career 
with  the  Philadelphia  Phillies. 

Watson  said  he  really  enjoyed  the 
two  years  at  East  Central.  “We  had 
a good  group  of  students  here ...  the 
dormitories  were  full,”  he  added. 

Although  he  obviously  had  a busy 
schedule  playing  three  sports,  Wat- 
wood was  an  honor  student, 
graduating  with  a “B”  average.  He 
was  also  a popular  student,  as 
evidenced  by  the  caption  under  his 
photo  in  the  college  yearbook  which 
read,  “All  the  world  loves  a lover!” 

As  previously  mentioned,  Wat- 
wood attended  USM  on  a football 
and  basketball  scholarship  where  he 
again  excelled  in  atheltics  and 
academics. 

He  continued  his  association  with 


athletics  by  taking  a coaching  and 
teaching  position  at  Tutwiler  City 
Schools  in  the  delta.  He  once  again 
found  success  on  the  Gridiron, 
leading  his  team  to  three  straight 
Class  B state  championships.  He 
also  found  success  in  another  way, 
as  he  met  his  future  bride  while 
employed  at  Tutwiler. 

Watwood’s  coaching  career  soon 
came  to  an  end  by  World  War  II. 
When  the  war  began,  he  accepted  a 
commission  in  the  Army  Air  Corps. 
After  the  Air  Force  was  established, 
he  became  a regular  career  officer 
serving  on  several  bases  in  the  con- 
tinental United  States.  The  Pacifies, 
Europe  and  Japan.  One  of  his  last 
assignments  before  retirement  was 
at  the  Pentagon  where  he  served  as 
a member  of  the  Air  Staff. 

During  his  Air  Force  career  he 
was  selected  to  attend  the  Universi- 
ty of  Texas  where  he  received  a 
master’s  degree  in  Business  Ad- 
ministration. 

Watwood  said  he  last  visited  East 
Central  in  1950  when  he  was  just 
“passing  through.” 

“I’m  eagerly  looking  forward  to 
coming  back  to  see  the  campus  and 
visit  old  friends.”  he  added. 


miom 


Located  at  105  South  Main  St. 
Newton.  Mississippi 
Phone  683-2848 

Congratulations  Amy! 
We’re  proud  of  you! 

Store  Hours:  9 a. m. -5:30  p.m. 


There’s  something  about  that  name 


Not  only  do  Leighanne  Livingston,  left,  ana  Leign  Ann  hatcher  share  the  same 
name,  they  also  share  a love  for  cheerleading. 


Winston  Academy  in  Louisville.  She 
was  very  involved  in  many  activities 
on  her  high  school  campus.  Among 
a few  of  her  activities  and  honors  at 
Winston  were  cheerleading,  playing 
basketball  and  softball,  track,  dia- 
mond girl,  and  homecoming.  She 
was  a member  of  many  clubs  and 
organizations  among  a few  were 
French  Club,  Science  Club,  Beta 
Club,  Latin  Club,  Who’s  Who  Among 
American  High  School  Students, 
and  FCA.  Leigh  Ann  said  one  of  her 
greatest  honors  was  cheering  in  the 


A tribute  to  life 


By  BRUCE  THOMAS 

The  opportunity  came  for  most 
students  at  ECCC  to  give  and 
receive  during  the  Wednesday,  Oct. 
6 blood  drive.  After  learning  that 
they  could  not  contract  the  AIDS 
virus  from  giving  blood,  most 
students  were  glad  to  donate.  The 
drive  was  held  in  the  old  gym,  which 
made  it  easy  to  drop  in  before  or 
after  classes  and  contribute  to  this 
great  cause.  Starting  sharply  at  9 
a.m.  and  lasting  until  2 p.m.  the 
United  Blood  Services  team  receiv- 


SULLIVAN  PARK  CAN  BE  A REALITY 

Students  who  attended  Hast  Central  during  the  tenure  of  psychology/educatjon  instructor 
Janie  Sullivan  remember  that  she  maintained  the  area  north'  of  Newsome  Hall  as  a kind  of  park. 
Through  the  years,  "Miss  Janie’s’  flower  bulbs  have  disappeared,  but  the  area  has  remained 
relatively  untouched  with  tall  pines  and  grass  covering  the  area. 

Now,  a move  is  underway  to  restore  the  area  to  the  garden  status  it  enjoyed  when  Miss 
Janie  attended  it.  Former  EC  student  and  now  a landscape  architect,  Dane  Morgan  has  sketched 
the  area  with  walkways,  benches,  shrubs,  and  flowers.  A proposed  entrance  way  would 
commemorate  the  area  as  ’Sullivan  Park.* 

Any  person  interested  in  making  a contribution  to  the  project  may  do  so  by  sending  a 
check  to  the  East  Central  Development  Foundation  and  marking  it  for  the  Sullivan  Park  Project. 
Estimated  cost  of  the  project  is  between  $8,000  and  $10,000. 


SULLIVAN  PARK  CONTRIBUTION 

NAME:  

ADDRESS:  

DONATION  IN  HONOR/MEMORY  OF:  

AMOUNT  ENCLOSED:  

COMMENTS:  

Mill  to  East  Central  Community  College  Development  Foundation 

PO  Box  129 
Decatur  Miuiuippi  39327 


All-Star  game  in  1991. 

Leigh  Ann  is  also  very  active  here 
at  EC.  She  is  a member  of  the  War- 
rior Corps,  cheerleader,  and 
Homecoming  Court.  She  loves  East 
Central  and  she  enjoys  cheering 
along  the  sidelines  for  the  Warriors. 
She  said  EC  cheerleading  is  very 
important  to  her  and  she  enjoys  it 
very  much. 

Both  of  the  girls  want  to  invite  you 
out  to  help  them  cheer  the  East  Cen- 
tral Warriors  on  to  victory  as  they 
wind  up  the  1993  season. 


ed  IOV2  gallons  of  blood  from  90 
eager  students. 

Some  of  the  rewards  students 
received  were  a United  Blood  Ser- 
vices thermo-mug  and  all  the 
refreshments  that  they  could  hold. 
Other  students  were  motivated  by 
the  extra  credit  received  in  some  of 
their  classes.  A small  number  of 
students  ' received  personal 
gratification  by  knowing  that  their 
gift  will  make  a lasting  contribution 
to  someone’s  life.  What  better 
tribute  could  one  give  to  humanity? 
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Warriors  pick  up  first  win 


By  WADE  PHILLIPS 


The  East  Central  Warriors  are  1-4 
at  the  midpoint  of  the  1993  season, 
picking  up  their  lone  win  at  home 
against  Co-Lin. 

After  stumbling  out  of  the  blocks 
to  an  0-3  start,  the  Warriors  picked 
themselves  up  and  fought  their  way 
to  an  impressive  26-16  win  over  a 
down-trodden  Copiah-Lincoln  team. 
It  ended  their  eight-game  losing 
streak  dating  back  to  last  year,  and 
gave  second-year  coach  Reese 
Bridgeman,  his  first  South  Division 
win. 

“The  guys  hung  in  there  and 
played  hard  and  played  60  minutes 
of  football.  They  didn’t  give  up  when 
bad  things  happened  to  them  and 
everything  worked  out,  “Bridgeman 
said. 

The  Warriors  took  a 12-7  halftime 
lead  on  a Daniel  Spivey  return  of 
Patrick  Washington’s  blocked  punt 
and  Todd  Vowell’s  4-yard  pass  to 
Freddie  Love. 

They  padded  that  lead  in  the  se- 
cond half  on  two  long  touchdown 
runs  by  freshmen  tailback  Sam 
Brown.  The  Lions  cut  it  to  26-16  on 
84  yard  touchdown  pass  with  two 
minutes  remaining,  but  never 
threatened  again  as  East  Central 
ran  out  the  clock. 

The  Warriors  dropped  their  fourth 
game  of  the  season,  as  well  as  their 
eight  straight  road  game,  the  follow- 
ing week  against  hapless  Coahoma. 
The  Tigers  ended  their  82-game 
winless  streak,  which  dates  back  to 
1985,  while  getting  their  first  victory 
of  the  90 ’s. 

The  22-18  loss  for  the  Warriors 
meant  an  end  to  the  longest  winless 


' 


Warrior  coaching  staff 


Wide-receiver  David  Martin  is  grabbed  from  behind  by  a Coahoma  defender 
as  he  completes  a pass  reception. 


streak,  0-81-1,  in  junior  college 
history  for  Coahoma. 

Despite  their  four  losses,  there 
have  been  a few  bright  spots  for  the 
Warriors  at  the  halfway  point  of  the 
season.  EC’s  defense  has  blocked 
three  punts,  returning  them  all  for 
touchdowns.  Jason  Cain  leads  the 
state  in  yards-per-punt  average.  The 


consistent  running  of  Sam  Brown 
has  highlighted  an  otherwise  erratic 
Warrior  offense. 

Saturday,  Oct.  16,  Pearl  River  will 
visit  East  Central  for  the  1993 
Homecoming  game.  The  Warriors 
hope  to  show  signs  pf  improvement 
in  front  of  the  largest  home  crowd 
of  the  season.  Kickoff  is  set  for  2:30. 


Getting  ready  for  basketball 


By  KITTY  THRASH 


As  autumn  approaches,  we  begin 
to  hear  the  familiar  sounds  of  the 
“round  balls”  pounding  on  hard- 
wood floors,  and  the  swish  of  the 
nets  as  the  ball  slices  through  the 
hoop. 

Although  official  practice  did  not 
begin  until  Oct.  1,  both  the  men’s  and 
women’s  teams  have  been  getting  in 
shape  by  lifting  weights  and  work- 
ing on  conditioning  excercises  in 
preparation  for  the  upcoming 
season.  With  the  first  basketball 
game  slated  on  Nov.  5,  the  Warrior 
teams  have  a lot  to  do  in  a very  short 
period  of  time. 

The  athletes,  many  former  rivals 
on  high  school  teams,  find 
themselves  facing  the  difficult  task 
of  adjusting  to  new  teammates,  lear- 
ning new  plays,  and  adjusting  to  a 
different  coaching  philosophy.  They 
also  find  their  activities  curtailed  by 
having  to  meet  a team  curfew. 

The  Lady  Warriors,  under  9th- 
year  head  coach  Sammy  Pace  are 
expected  to  be  competetive  against 
each  of  the  opponents  they  will  face 
this  season.  They  are  well-balanced 
across  the  floor  and  have  a lot  of 
depth.  With  a combination  of  speed, 
size,  and  shooting  ability,  the  Lady 
Warriors  should  be  able  to  compete 
favorably  with  the  many  strong 
teams  they  will  face  this  season. 

There  are  six  returning 
sophomores  and  thirteen  freshmen 
vying  for  a spot  on  the  15-man  roster. 
Coach  Pace  remarked,  “The  team’s 
major  weakness  is  the  large  number 
of  freshmen  on  the  team,  even- 


though  some  of  them  will  be  major 
contributors.”  The  weakness  that 
the  freshmen  bring  with  them  is  the 
fact  that  each  of  them  played  for  dif- 
ferent high  school  coaches  and  now 
this  experience  has  to  be  turned  in- 
to East  Central  philosophy.  “I  ex- 
pect a lot  of  leadership  in  this  area 
from  the  returning  sophomores,” 
added  Pace.  “They  know  how  hard 
it  is  to  make  the  transition  to  college 
play,  and  I think  they  can  help  the 
freshmen. 

Being  dedicated  on  the  court  is  not 
good  enough  though.  Both  Coach 
Pace  and  Coach  Cooper  expect  the 
players  to  give  classes  their  best  ef- 
fort, just  as  they  expect  the  same  ef- 
fort on  the  floor. 

Athletes  at  East  Central  have  a 
fairly  high  graduation  and  retention 
rate  which  both  coaches  hope  to  see 
continue. 

The  men’s  program  for  this 
season  is  composed  of  eight 
sophomores  and  six  freshmen. 
Coach  Cooper  is  expecting  a lot  of 
leadership  from  the  sophomore 
group.  “They  have  been  to  the  top 
and  they  know  what  it  takes  to  win 
a championship,”  said  Cooper. 

The  South  Division  is  very  strong 
again  this  season  with  Gulf  Coast, 
Co-Lin,  Jones,  Southwest,  and  East 
Central  all  expected  to  field  tough 
teams.  The  competition  will  be 
close;  any  one  of  the  five  could  win 
the  state  title  again  this  year. 

Coach  Cooper  remarked  that  the 
success  of  the  men’s  team  depends 
on  how  well  they  react  to  diversity 
“Although  official  practice  started 
only  Friday,  I am  already  proud  of 
the  guys  because  they  are  good  peo- 


ple, and  I know  they  will  give  110  per- 
cent every  day,”  Cooper  added. 

The  Warrior  Men’s  squad  has  its 
work  cut  out  for  it,  trying  to  live  up 
to  the  very  successful  season  they 
had  last  year.  The  team  motto,  “It’s 
easier  to  get  to  the  top  than  to  stay 
on  the  top,”  pretty  well  sums  up  the 
task. 

Both  Warrior  basketball  squads 
face  Mississippi  Delta  Communtiy 
College  in  the  season  opener  on  Nov. 
1.  The  game  will  be  played  at  Delta. 
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Football  coaches  at  East  Central  Community  College  for  the  1993  campaign  include,  kneeling,  Reese  Bridgman, 
head  coach;  and  standing  from  left,  graduate  assistant  Ken  Carter,  offensive  line;  student  assistant  Keith  Dailey,  defen- 
sive line;  volunteer  assistant  Fredrick  Lyons,  defensive  line;  graduate  assistant  Kent  Chambers,  receivers;  offensive 
coordinator  Tommy  Spillman,  running  backs  and  quarterbacks;  and  defensive  coordinator  Kelvin  Lyons,  defensive  backs. 


Golf  tourney 
scheduled  for 
Oct.  15 

Alumni  and  students  at  East  Cen- 
tral Community  College  are  en- 
couraged to  participate  in  the 
annual  Homecoming  golf  tourna- 
ment scheduled  Friday,  Oct.. 

Tournament  organizer  Joe  Clark 
said  tee-off  time  for  the  9-hole  event 
is  4 p.m.  at  Decatur  Country  Club. 
A $5  fee  is  required  for  each  par- 
ticipant. 

The  tournament  winner  will  be 
presented  a trophy  during  the  alum- 
ni awards  luncheon  which  begins  at 
12  noon  Homecoming  Saturday,  Oct. 
16  in  Mabry  Memorial  Cafeteria. 

For  more  infbrmation  contact 
Coach  Joe  Clark  at  East  Central 
Community  College,  phone  635-2111, 
extension  213. 


■ 


East  Central  President  Dr.  Eddie  M.  Smith  is  shown  with  Newton  County  Super- 
visor Buddy  Weems  after  surveying  the  work  completed  on  the  new  softball 
field.  (Photo  by  Wes  Lewis) 


EC’s  latest  addition 


By  JODI  CRAVEN 


Tremaine  and  Germaine  Chambers  hope  to  pose  a double  threat  in  their  Oct. 
16  outing  against  Pearl  River  Community  College. 


Twins  can  be  ‘double  trouble’ 


The  addition  of  a new  women’s 
softball  team  to  East  Central’s 
sports  program  last  spring  started 
the  ball  rolling  in  the  physical  plant 
as  well.  A new  playing  field  for  the 
team  is  nearing  completion. 

The  field,  located  near  the  intra- 
mural playing  field  where  games 
were  played  last  year,  was  primari- 
ly constructed  by  the  Newton  Coun- 
ty Board  of  Supervisors,  headed  on 
the  project  by  Buddy  Weems  of 
Newton  County.  The  supervisors 
contributed  many  man-hours  of 
work,  as  well  as  the  heavy  equip- 
ment to  complete  the  field. 

The  field  was  laid  out  by  the  draf- 
ting class  at  East  Central  who  was 


responsible  for  staking  out  and 
measuring  off  the  area.  The  playing 
area  has  already  been  smoothed 
over  and  grass  has  been  planted. 
The  Coca-Cola  Bottling  Company  of 
Meridian  is  providing  a new 
scoreboard  for  the  field.  The  water 
and  electric  lines  to  the  area  are  ex- 
pected to  be  installed  by  Christmas. 
Plans  are  also  in  the  works  to  con- 
struct a press  box  and  dugouts  in 
time  for  the  Spring  season. 

In  addition  to  the  softball  field, 
plans  are  also  underway  to  con- 
struct a driving  range  and  a putting 
green  for  use  by  the  EC  golf  teams. 
These  additions  will  be  located  in 
the  same  general  vicinity  as  the  new 
softball  field.  Construction  will 
begin  in  the  very  near  future. 


By  JULIE  JOINER 


ECCC  kickers 


Handling  kicking  and  punting  responsibilities  for  East  Central  Community  Col- 
lege this  season  are.  from  left,  freshman  placekicker  Antony  Phipps  of  Baton 
Rouge.  La.  and  sophomore  punter  Jason  Cain  of  Chunky  Phipps  is  a graduate 
of  Broadmoore  High  School  and  Cain  is  a product  of  Newton  County  High 
School 


Double  trouble  is  what  the 
Chambers  twins  may  mean  for 
Pearl  River  on  Homecoming  after- 
noon at  EC.  Fondly  nicknamed 
“Left-hand’’  (Germaine)  and 
"Right-hand”  (Tremain),  the  twins 
feel  that  their  personal  relationship 
has  improved  because  attending  the 
same  college  has  given  them  a 
chance  to  grow  together. 

On  the  field  the  twins  don’t  have 
a chance  to  compete  against  each 
other  due  to  the  positions  they  play. 
Germaine  will  soon  be  tried  on 
defense,  though,  and  looks  forward 
to  a little  brotherly  competition. 

Tf\e  twins  first  became  interested 
in  sports  at  Noxapater  High  School, 
where  Germaine  participated  in 
football,  basketball,  and  baseball, 
and  Tremain  was  active  in  football, 
baseball,  and  track.  While  Tremain 
plays  his  favorite  sport  at  East  Cen- 
tral each  Thursday  night,  Germaine 
chooses  baseball  as  his  preference, 
although  he  is  on  the  football  team. 

On  their  high  school  football  team, 
Tremain  played  running  back  and 
outside  linebacker,  and  Germaine 
held  the  positions  of  quarterback, 
free  safety,  and  punter.  Now,  Tre- 


main is  the  Warrior  cornerback, 
while  Germaine  holds  the  positions 
of  quarterback  and  free  safety. 
When  asked  to  compare  high  school 
football  to  college  football,  Ger- 
maine replied,  “College  football  is 
a whole  different  level  of  football 
than  high  school  football.”  High 
school  football  can’t  even  be  com- 
pared to  college  football,”  added 
Tremain. 

They  feel  that  their  mother  and 
high  school  coaches  influenced  them 
greatly.  Their  mother  encouraged 
them  to  “never  give  up,”  always 
standing  behind  them.  Germain 
stated,  “Our  coaches  taught  us  how 
to  be  better  athletes  and  team- 
mates.” Their  coaches  also  stress- 
ed the  importance  of  being 
“brothers”,  as  well  as  teammates. 

Germaine’s  plans  for  the  future  in- 
clude finishing  East  Central  with  at 
least  a 2.5  GPA  and  going  to  a ma- 
jor university  in  the  SEC  to  play 
baseball.  Tremain  hopes  to  advance 
to  a major  university  to  participate 
in  academics,  as  well  as  sports. 

Although  the  extent  of  the 
Chambers’  troublemaking  in  high 
school  was  swapping  places  in  class, 
perhaps  they  can  cause  double  trou- 
ble for  Pearl  River  on  game  night 


1993  Basketball  Schedule 


Nov.  5 

Mississippi  Delta 

There 

8 

East  Mississippi 

There 

12 

Jones  Tournament 

There 

13 

Jones  Tournament 

There 

17 

East  Miss.  Tournament 

There 

18 

East  Miss.  Tournament 

There 

20 

Holmes 

Home 

22 

East  Mississippi 

Home 

30 

Southwest 

Home 

Dec.  2 

Jones 

There 

6 

Co-Lin 

There 

9 

Gulf  Coast 

Home 

Jan.  7 

ECCC  Tourney  vs  Delta 

Home 

8 

ECCC  Tourney  vs  Itawamba 

Home 

10 

Pearl  River 

There 

15 

Holmes 

There 

18 

Hinds 

Home 

20 

Southwest 

There 

24 

Jones 

Home 

27 

Co-Lin 

Home 

31 

Gulf  Coast 

There 

Feb.  3 

Pearl  River 

Home 

10 

Hinds 

There 

14-17 

South  Division  Tournament 

TBA 

21  & 22 

State  Tournament 

TBA 

Feb.  29- 
March  3 

Region  23  Tournament 

TBA 
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The  making  of  a princess 


Freshman  Ashley  Hickman  of  Philadelphia  was  selected  as  the  1993  Choc- 
taw Indian  Princess. 


Attend  conference 

Student  Body  Association  president,  Amy  Pace  of  Decatur,  and  treasurer,  Jill  Willis  of  Philadelphia,  are  preparing 
for  one  of  the  sessions  for  developing  leadership  skills  at  a recent  Student  Government  Association  Conference  held 
in  Jackson. 


medical  programs 


Chrissy  McAdory  is  shown  “practicing”  blood  pressure  readings  on  fellow 
classmate,  Nicole  Seward.  Both  ladies  are  members  of  the  second  LPN  class. 


By  JENNIE  MCGEE 

Ashley  Hickman  is  an  18-year-old 
freshman  from  Choctaw  Central 
High  School  who  is  majoring  in  pre- 
law. She  is  not,  however,  a typical 
college  freshman.  She  is  the  1992-93 
Choctaw  Indian  Princess. 

Forty-four  years  ago,  when  the 
Choctaw  people  were  economically 
underdeveloped,  they  began  to  hold 
an  annual  festival  to  celebrate  their 
ancestors’  Green  Corn  Ceremony.  In 
time,  the  festival  grew  until  it  evolv- 
ed into  what  is  currently  know  as  the 
Choctaw  Indian  Fair.  At  first  the 
festival  was  used  by  artisans  to 
disseminate  their  knowledge  of 
Choctaw  crafts,  dances,  etc.  to  the 
youngsters  who  wanted  to  learn.  By 
tradition,  the  festival  lasts  four  days, 
in  honor  of  the  Four  Directions  of 
the  Four  Winds.  However,  at  that 
time,  the  Princess  Pageant  was 
simply  part  of  the  entertainment. 

It  is  a great  honor  to  be  chosen  as 
the  Choctaw  Indian  Princess.  To 
even  be  considered  for  the  title,  a 
young  ladey  must  be  between  16  and 
19  years  of  age,  have  attended  school 
in  Mississippi,  and  must  be 
registered  with  the  Mississippi  Band 
of  Choctaw  Indians.  She  must  also 
meet  very  stringent  moral 
qualifications. 

The  pageant  itself,  which  is  over- 
seen by  the  pageant  committee,  con- 
sists of  various  activities. 
Contestants  must  attend  all  prac- 
tices, secure  sponsors,  and  receive 
instructions  on  poise  and  ap- 
pearance. The  contestants  must  also 
undergo  an  interview  by  a panel  of 
judges.  On  stage,  the  contestants 
must  model  street-wear  as  well  as 
a traditional  Choctaw  review  dress. 
Each  girl  must  have  helped 
decorate  her  dress.  They  must  also 
answer  an  on-stage  question. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  pageant, 
the  contestants,  their  parents,  spon- 
sors, and  honored  guests,  including 
the  Tribal  Chief  and  the  Princess, 
attend  a banquet  during  which  the 
Choctaw  Princess  delivers  a speech. 

What  are  the  rewards  of  putting 
oneself  through  this  regimen?  Both 
first  and  second  alternates  receive 
cash  prizes.  Miss  Congeniality, 
selected  by  the  contestants,  receives 
a trophy  and  a cash  prize.  The  win- 
ner receives  a beaded  crown,  a cash 
prize,  and  a scholarship. 

The  basic  responsibilities  of  the 
Princess  are  to  represent  and  pro- 
mote the  Choctaw  Tribe  at  various 
functions  such  as  banquets,  award 
meetings,  pow  wows,  and  other  ac- 
tivities. She  must  be  able  to  speak 
English  fluently,  while  still  being 


New  horizons 

By  LORIE  MAY 

Most  of  East  Central  Community 
College  students  are  18  and  con- 
sidered to  be  ‘of  age.’  While  18  brings 
about  a certain  amount  of  in- 
dependence, it  also  brings  respon- 
sibilities. We  have  been  to  school  to 
learn  to  handle  obligations.  We  have 
learned  to  question.  We  have  learn- 
ed to  ask  why,  and  we  have  also 
learned  not  to  accept  all  that  we 
have  been  told.  We  have  all  come  to 
learn  there  are  no  quick  fixes.  The 
decisions  we  make  often  lead  to  con- 
sequences that  were  not  anticipated. 
Our  choices  may  not  always  be  the 
ones  we  want,  but  following  our 
review  we  are  able  to  choose  among 
alternatives.  We  should  never  per- 
mit others  to  dimish  our  right  to 
question.  Everyday,  the  decisions 
we  make  get  bigger.  Along  with  each 
decision  comes  new  possibilities  for 
the  future.  We  should  search  out 
these  possibilities,  strive  for  ex- 
cellence, step  forward  with  con- 
fidence, find  our  goals  and  pursue 
them  with  enthusiasm.  Our  future  is 
bright  and  our  success  means  look- 
ing for  possibilities,  not  limits. 

In  retrospect  be  your  best,  achieve 
all  you  can,  and  let  no  boundary  or 
obstacle  stand  in  your  way. 


able  to  understand  the  Choctaw 
language.  She  must  also  be 
“culturally  inclined”,  which  means 
being  able  to  do  some  beadwork, 
basketry,  and  sewing,  as  well  as 
Choctaw  dances.  She  must  also 
reflect  a positive  image. 

Ashley  Hickman  said,  “I  have  a 
lot  of  sweet  memories  that  will  stay 
with  me  for  life.  I learned  to  see  the 
Choctaw  people  as  individuals,  not 
just  part  of  the  different  com- 
munities competing  for  power.  When 
I visited  some  of  the  elementary 
schools,  I saw  how  much  the  Choc- 
taws have  achieved  over  the  years 
since  the  establishment  of  self- 
government  and  with  self- 
determination.  A majority  of  the 


By  CINDY  CALLAHAN 

East  Central’s  chapter  of  Phi 
Theta  Kappa  honor  society  recent- 
ly hosted  the  Mississippi/Louisiana 
Regional  Leadership  Conference. 
The  conference  opened  with  a get- 
aquainted  cookout  at  Turkey  Creek 
Water  Park.  One  hundred  and  two 
chapter  officers  and  advisors  at- 
tended the  conference.  Rod  Risely, 
Executive  Director  of  Phi  Theta 
Kappa  was  the  key  note  speaker  for 


children  actually  want  to  learn,  but 
there  are  many  that  just  give  up  or 
do  not  try  at  all.  I have  tried  to  en- 
courage them  on  my  visits,  and  their 
parents  and  teachers  all  try.” 

“Choctaw  Princess  should  not  just 
be  a title  anymore;  it  should  be  a 
name.  I hope  some  day  someone  will 
say  to  me  that  the  positive  image  I 
establish  inspired  them,  and 
motivated  them  to  go  the  extra  mile 
and  achieve  their  goal. 

My  duties  were  to  promote  and 
represent  the  Tribe  and  in  some 
small  way,  I feel  I did  make  a dif- 
ference,” said  Hickman.  After 
graduating  from  college,  Hickman 
plans  to  return  to  the  reservation 
and  work  with  the  Choctaw  Indians. 


CLUBLICITY 

the  conference. 

Plans  are  currently  being  made  to 
go  to  the  Phi  Theta  Kappa  Regional 
conference  which  will  be  held  on  the 
Jefferson  Davis  campus  of  Gulf 
Coast  Community  College. 

Seven  new  members  were  in- 
ducted into  the  ranks  of  Phi  Theta 
Kappans  during  initiation 
ceremonies  on  Sept.  28.  These  in- 
cluded Cherie  Pope,  John  Herr- 
ington, Jason  Cain,  Marsha 
Graham,  Evelyn  Nelson,  Sandra 
Moore  and  Mary  Ashford. 

In  additional  activities,  the  annual 
Fall  highway  clean-up  project  was 
completed  on  Oct.  7. 

Dr.  Shelby  Harris  and  Mrs.  Ann 
Burkes  serve  as  faculty  advisors  for 
the  group. 


Yes,  I can’t 

By  LORIE  MAY 

I can't  sleep 

I can't  get  to  class  on  time 
1 can't  understand  this 
I can't  do  that 
I can't  believe  that 
I can  t come  in  early 
I can't  take  criticism 
I can't  get  all  of  my  work  done 
I can't  stand  my  teacher 
I can't  type 
1 can  t eat 

I can't  wait  to  get  out  of  here 
I can  t decide 
I can't  concentrate 
I can  t believe  1 did  that 
I can  t help  it 
1 can't  accept  it 
I can't  do  anything  right 
1 can't  lace  tomorrow 
I can't  breath 

I can't  deal  with  mv  feelings 
I CAN'T  l XDEKSTAM)  WHY  I 
DON'T  ACHIEVE  MY  GOALS; 


EC’s  newest 

By  BRUCE  THOMAS 

The  most  innovative  medical  pro- 
grams are  now  in  full  swing  at  East 
Central  Community  College.  Accor- 
ding to  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Labor,  America’s  50  fastest  growing 
jobs  are  pertaining  to  the  medical 
field  and  its  subsidiaries.  This  is  ad- 
vantageous to  anyone  attending 
ECCC,  for  we  now  offer  two  courses 
of  study  that  notably  rank  with  the 
best  of  them.  These  courses  are: 
The  Licensed  Practical  Nursing 
Program  (LPN)  and  the  Surgical 
Technology  Program.  In  addition  to 
these,  an  Associate  Degree  Nursing 
Program  is  in  the  making  and  will 
be  operable  by  the  fall  semester  of 
1994.  The  student  graduating  from 
this  program  has  the  opportunity  to 
be  a RN  (Registered  Nurse). 

Everyone  is  probably  saying,  ‘I’ll 
never  get  accepted  in  one  of  those 
programs,  the  waiting  list  is  too 
long.’  No  need  to  worry,  folks, 
ECCC’s  programs  have  no  waiting 
list.  Potential  students  need  only 
meet  the  criteria  for  possible  accep- 
tance. Anyone  with  a 12th  grade 
education  as  demonstrated  by  a 
high  school  diploma  or  its 
equivalent,  the  GED,  may  be  eligi- 
ble for  the  LPN  program.  The  pro- 
gram also  requires  a 16  enhanced 
ACT  score  or  a TABE  score  of  10. 
Once  these  requirements  have  been 
met,  an  interview  is  scheduled  and 
students  are  selected. 

A person  may  be  curious  as  to  how 
long  this  course  lasts.  The  standard 
LPN  course  as  instructed  by  Sandra 
Thomas  and  Cherry  Todd  lasts  12 
months  starting  in  August.  The  pro- 
gram is  divided  into  several  courses 
so  the  student  can  progressively 
broaden  their  education.  The  pro- 
gram consists  of  a great  deal  of  stu- 
dying and  long  hours  devoted  to 
clinical  and  lab  experiences.  EC’s 
LPN  course  is  providing  the  5 coun- 
ty district  with  much  needed  nurs- 
ing staff. 

Surgical  Technology,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  also  a vast  growing  field. 
Working  as  a surgical  technician 
would  mean  long  hours  in  an 
operating  room.  They  have  great 
responsibilities  that  many  people  in 
the  operating  room  depend  on.  The 
requirements  for  entry  are  similar 
to  the  LPN  program  except  that  the 
TABE  score  must  be  12  instead  of  10. 
The  surgical  classes  are  instructed 
by  Janice  Jacobs.  Speech  and 
Math/Natural  Science  are  the  re- 
quired academics  for  the  first  year. 
This  is  a two-year  course  with  the 
option  of  exiting  after  one  year  with 
a certificate.  The  second  year  of  in- 
struction is  devoted  to  academic 
studies. 

The  future  course  of  study 
available  to  EC  students  is  the 
Associate  Degree  of  Nursing 


( ADN).  This  will  also  be  a two-year 
accredited  course  with  students 
having  the  potential  to  be  registered 
nurses  (RN)  after  passing  a state 
board  examination.  The  ADN  pro- 
gram requires  academic  classes  as 
well  as  nursing  classes.  The  staff 
will  consist  of  one  director  — Nan- 
cy Harris  and  four  instructors. 


By  SANDRA  MOORE 

This  issue  of  The  Tom-Tom 
features  sophomore  Mary  Foster 
Ashford  of  Louisville.  Mary  is  an 
honor  student  with  a magnetic  per- 
sonality, making  her  an  inspiration 
to  all  who  know  her. 

This  is  Mary’s  story. 

I live  in  a lovely  small  town, 
Louisville.  My  husband  and  I have 
been  married  for  almost  18  years, 
and  we  have  a lovely  15-year-old 
daughter,  a tenth  grader  this  year. 

At  Mount  Moriah  Baptist  Church, 
I serve  as  an  usher  and  a deaconess. 
Other  activities  include  working 
with  my  daughter’s  band  as  a band 
booster  member,  reading,  sewing, 
and  decorating  my  home. 

During  my  high  school  days,  I 
served  in  various  clubs:  Beta  Club, 


Although  the  course  has  not  been 
fully  established,  much  preparation 
is  being  done  by  the  director  at  this 
time.  Hopefully  the  ADN  program 
will  be  an  asset  that  will  expand  our 
horizons  as  a Community  College, 
providing  the  students  and  com- 
munity with  many  opportunities  for 
growth. 


NON-TRADITIONAL 
STUDENT’S  CORMEB 

L Club,  and  Spanish  Club.  Other  ac- 
tivities I participated  in  were  FHA, 
band,  and  cheerleaders.  Also,  I was 
on  the  student  advisory  committee. 

I have  worked  in  the  Louisville 
Public  School  System  for  eight 
years,  teaching  as  an  aide  at  Nanih 
Waiya  (a  part  of  the  Louisville 
Public  School  System)  for  six  years. 
Currently,  I work  as  a substitute 
teacher. 

This  semester  I am  taking  22 
hours  on  campus  and  I am  a 
member  of  Phi  Theta  Kappa.  I am 
really  enjoying  my  classes  and 
teachers.  May  1994  is  my  expected 
graduation  date.  Then,  I plan  to  con- 
tinue my  major,  elementary  educa- 
tion, at  Mississippi  State  University 
in  Starkville. 

I can  say  that  every  one  at  East 
Central  is  truly  wonderful,  and  I will 
always  carry  my  love  for  them  in  my 
heart. 


Mary  Foster  Ashford 


S2T 

W/TH  YOU /N  MIND 


Receives  scholarship 


Kenneth  Jones,  left,  president  of  the  Decatur  branch  of  Sunburst  Bank,  is 
shown  presenting  Jennifer  Lynn  McGee  of  Lake  with  a tuition  scholarship  to 
attend  East  Central  Community  College.  The  scholarship,  established  by  Sun- 
burst in  1992,  is  available  to  a selected  recipient  from  one  of  the  four  counties 
served  by  the  bank  in  the  ECCC  District.  Sunburst  operates  branch  offices 
in  Decatur,  Union,  Philadelphia.  Louisville.  Forest  and  Newton.  McGee  is  a 
1993  graudate  of  Lake  High  School  where  she  was  Miss  Lake  and  the  reci- 
pient of  various  awards  and  honor's.  She  was  also  a member  of  numerous 
clubs  and  organizations  and  scored  27  on  the  ACT  McGee  is  majoring  in 
business  and  administration  at  East  Central.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Mr  and 
Mrs.  Joe  McGee  of  Lake.  At  right  is  Dr.  Gregg  Jefcoat.  academic  counselor 
at  East  Central. 


Speaks  to  Tom-Tom  staff 

Stanley  Dearman,  editor  of  The  Neshoba  Democrat,  recently  spoke  to  the  Tom- 
Tom staff  about  good  journalism. 


New  members  of  Phi  Theta  Kappa  include,  from  left,  Cherie  Pope,  John  Herr- 
ington, Jason  Cain,  Marsha  Graham,  Evelyn  Nelson,  Sandra  Moore  and  Mary 
Ashfora. 


Phi  Theta  Kappa  news 


Ashford  finds  everyone  at 
EC  ‘truly  wonderful’ 


The  Tom  Tom 
Staff  Salutes 
the  1993 
Homecoming 
Queen  and  Court 
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Homecoming  Queen 

Leigh  Ann  Perdeye 


Maid  of  Honor 

Rena  Reed 


Sophomore  Maid  Sophomore  Maid  Sophomore  Maid 

Cherie  Pope  Amy  Pace  Leighann  Livingston 


Freshman  Maid 

Dawn  Sharp 


J .u  irmoc 


Freshman  Maid 

Leigh  Ann  Hatcher  — 




Freshman  Maid 

Ronda  Jones 


Kilo 


Ralph  Lauren 


1.  Which  store  twenty 
minutes  from  ECCC  offers 
Polo  Ralph  Lauren,  Tommy 
Hilfiger  and  Ruff  Hewn? 

A)  Neiman  Marcus 

B)  Macy's 

C)  Steve's  on  the  Square 


Fashion  101: 
Mid-Term  Exam 


2.  Which  store  twenty 
minutes  from  ECCC  has  a 
great  selection  of  jeans,  with 
brands  like  Marithe  & Fran- 
cois Girbaud,  Guess?  and 
Levi? 

A)  Gayfer's 

B)  Dillards 

C)  Steve's  on  the  Square 


TTft  * j 


3.  Which  store  twenty 
minutes  from  ECCC  has  the 
best  looking  group  of 
outerwear  including  leather, 
polarfleece  and  barn  jackets. 

A)  L.  L.  Bean 

B)  Eddie  Bauer 

C)  Steve's  on  the  Square 


FINE  MENS  CLOTHING 

Est  1983 

415  Center  Avenue 
Philadelphia,  M6  39350 
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We  have  all 
the  right  answers . 
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New  officers 


Sharon  Blaine,  front,  is  surrounded  by  support  crew  and  Elton  John. 


Newly  elected  officers  of  Phi  Beta  Lambda  are,  from  left,  Christy  Shettles,  Presi- 
dent; Anna  Smith,  Secretary;  Amy  Ladd,  Treasurer;  and  Stephanie  Sanders, 
Parliamentarian.  Not  pictured  are  Sharmaine  Johnson,  Vice-President  and 
Shalytha  Payne,  Reporter. 


Janet  Jackson,  second  from  left,  finds  time  on  her  ‘Rhythm  Nation’  tour  to 
pose  with  Sharon  Blaine,  far  right,  and  her  friends. 

That’s  show  biz 


Yearbook  pictures  taken 

A photographer  with  Stockman  Photography  instructs  Mark  Fanning  of  Hickory 
to  “watch  the  birdie”  as  EC  students  took  individual  yearbook  pictures  recently. 
(Photo  by  J.  West) 


New  Directions  club  organized 
for  non-traditional  students 


By  CHRISTIE  LOVORN 

Sharon  Blaine,  one  of  East  Cen- 
tral’s non-traditional  students,  has 
a very  unique  profession.  Under  nor- 
mal circumstances  you  might  not 
find  it  interesting,  but  in  Sharon’s 
situation,  things  are  a bit  different. 
She’s  in  the  laundry  business,  but 
with  a twist.  Sharon  has  the  distinc- 
tive honor  of  being  a dresser  and 
wardrobe  mistress  for  various  show 
business  personalities. 

She  got  her  start  in  this  profession 
while  serving  as  a runner  at  an  - 
auditorium  in  Kansas,  where  she  is 
originally  from.  Her  duties  as  a run- 
ner involved  being  at  the  auditorium 
and  being  available  to  go  out  and 
purchase  items  that  the  touring 
groups  might  need.  In  November  of 
1987,  she  was  working  as  a runner  at 
a KISS  concert,  and  she  became  in- 
volved in  a conversation  with  a 
woman  who  worked  in  the  wardrobe 
department.  After  that,  they 
became  friends,  and  Sharon  would 
go  to  help  her  whenever  she  came 
nearby  for  a concert  and  therefore 
gained  entrance  to  the  show  biz  cir- 
cle that  way.  Getting  the  opportuni- 
ty to  work  with  these  stars  was  not 
an  easy  task,  but  Sharon  managed 
to  be  in  just  the  right  place  at  just 
the  right  time. 

The  circle  which  Sharon  entered 
changed  her  responsibilities  quite  a 
bit.  In  the  wardrobe  department, 
she  is  responsible  for  getting 
costumes  cleaned,  pressed,  and 
back  where  they  belong  before  the 
next  show.  She  has  also  done  some 
costume  designing  although  she 
said  that  most  performers  already 
have  an  idea  of  what  they  want  and 
most  often  the  wardrobe  depart- 
ment would  talk  to  designers  to  find 
out  what  costumes  should  be  made 
from.  Then  they  would  hire  someone 
to  make  the  costume. 

Sharon  has  traveled  to  many  in- 
teresting places  with  very  famous 
people.  She  has  toured  several 
places  in  Europe  and  even  went  to 
Japan  with  Janet  Jackson  on  her 
“Rhythm  Nation’’  tour.  She  has  also 
traveled  with  Paula  Abdul,  KISS, 
Bruce  Hornesby,  Clint  Black,  The 
Scorpions;  Bon  Jovi,  Aerosmith,  ancT 
is  currently  preparing  for  a tour 
with  Wynonna  this  month.  Although 
Sharon  has  visited  many  interesting 
places,  she  admits  that  her  respon- 
sibilities with  the  tour  allowed  her 
very  little  time  to  actually  sight-see. 

One  thing  that  Sharon  did  discover 
on  her  journeys  is  that  most  people 
have  misconceptions  about  “stars” 
and  their  attitudes.  She  said,  "They 
are  just  people  who  have  worked 
very  hard  to  get  where  they  are.” 
She  also  added  that  they  always 
treated  her  as  a professional  even 
though  the  band  members  became 
so  close  that  it  was  like  one  big,  hap- 
py family.  Sharon  did  not  have  a par- 
ticular favorite  among  the  groups 
she  has  worked  with,  but  she  did  say 
she  learned  to  like  them  all  as  in- 
dividual people  whether  she  enjoyed 
their  music  or  not. 

When  Sharon  was  asked  about  any 
negative  experiences  she  had  en- 
countered, she  surprisingly  admit- 
ted that  there  really  weren't  any. 
She  did  find  out  however,  that 
although  the  work  could  be  very  ex- 
citing, it  could  also  be  very  stressful. 
She  found  that  she  really  had  to 
watch  her  health  because  she  fre- 
quently failed  to  get  enough  sleep. 

The  most  difficult  thing  Sharon 
has  encountered  so  far  in  her  profes- 
sion was  experienced  in  Japan. 
“The  language  barrier  was  really  a 
problem."  she  said.  “Nobody  speaks 
English.”  Japan  presented  an  addi- 


tional challenge  in  wardrobe  as  well 
when  she  was  taking  care  of  22  pairs 
of  jeans  but  could  only  wash  three 
pairs  at  a time  because  Japanese 
washing  machines  are  so  small.  She 
also  said  that  it  was  often  difficult 
to  get  the  supplies  she  needed  to 
work  with,  like  laundry  detergent. 
The  best  experiences,  she  admits, 
were  strictly  in  a social  context.  “I 
met  lots  of  great  people,  and  I now 
have  many  wonderful  friends  all 
over  the  world.” 

Sharon  continues  to  pursue  this 
career,  albeit  on  a part-time  basis, 
during  the  summers  when  she  is 
between  semesters  at  East  Central. 
She  also  helps  friends  who  call  when 
they  come  to  New  Orleans,  Mobile, 
Birmingham,  or  other  nearby 
places  for  concerts.  While  at  EC  she 
is  working  toward  a degree  in 
Physical  therapy,  a career  she  hopes 
to  incorporate  with  her  present  posi- 
tion. In  her  words,  “It’s  a great  pro- 
fession and  I feel  fortunate  to  have 
been  involved  with  it.” 

Even  though  there  are  occasional 
obstacles  to  overcome,  there  are 
good  times  as  well.  Sharon  even  en- 
joys living  on  the  tour  bus.  She  says 
the  group  becomes  very  close  bec- 
cause  they  all  have  to  eat,  sleep,  and 
work  tc  gether,  but  all  of  the  people 
involved  come  together  for  a com- 
mon cause-a  good  show.  After  all, 
that’s  SHOW-BIZ. 


Demonstrates  campaign  techniques 

Sophomore  Leighanne  Livingston  demonstrates  one  of  the  campaigning 
techniques  she  used  during  recent  Homecoming  elections.  (Photo  by  Wes 
Lewis) 

Nurses  can  qualify  for  Army 
assistance  specialized  training 


Nursing  anesthesia  is  among  the 
fastest  growing  and  highest  paying 
specialties  available  to  nurses. 

“Recognizing  the  increasing  need 
for  these  highly  skilled  nurses,  the 
U.S.  Army  Nurse  Corps  and  the  Ar- 
my Reserve  have, developed  a pro- 
gram to  assist  nurses  interested  in 
this  lucrative  field,”  according  to 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Howard  Condit, 
commander  of  the  U.S.  Army 
Recruiting  Battalion  Jackson  which 
serves  this  area. 

“I  expect  an  enthusiastic  response 
to  this  program,”  said  Col.  Barbara 
Smith,  Director  of  Health  Services, 
U.  S.  Army  Recruiting  Command. 
“Many  nurses  are  interested  in  pur- 
suing advanced  education  but  do  not 
have  the  income  necessary  to 
achieve  this  goal.  This  program  will 
make  advanced  education  more  ac- 
cessible.” 

Nurses  accepted  into  the  program 
will  serve  two  years  in  the  Army 
Reserve  for  each  year  (or  partial 


year)  in  the  program. 

For  information  on  this  and  other 
programs  the  Army  Nurse  Corps 
has  available,  contact  Lt.  Col. 
Theresa  Tominey  at  (502)  624-0335, 
or  your  local  Army  Nurse 
Recruiters  in  Jackson,  MS,  at  (601) 
352-8170  or  in  Memphis,  TN,  at  (901) 
728-6062. 


By  STEPHANIE  GOMEZ 

New  Directions  is  a club  organiz- 
ed as  a support  group  for  non- 
traditional  students.  I have  been  a 
member  of  “New  Directions”  since 
January  of  1992.  Because  of  a lack 
of  participation,  our  group  has  done 
very  little.  Why?  First  of  all,  many 
non-traditional  students  don’t  feel 
that  belonging  to  clubs  can  benefit 
them,  or  maybe  they  think  that 
clubs  are  for  the  traditional 
students.  These  things  are  not  true. 
Our  club  is  for  students  who  are 
24-years-old  and  up.  It  was  establish- 
ed for  students  entering  school  at  a 
late  age  or  those  returning  after  be- 
ing out  of  school  for  extended 
periods.  All  members  of  the  group 
have  experienced  the  fear  of  retur- 
ning to  school,  the  financial  dif- 
ficulties that  occur  because  of  the 
lack  of  income,  or  the  stress  that 


goes  along  with  the  working,  study- 
ing, and  raising  a family.  Being  a 
member  of  “New  Directions”  is 
kind  of  a support  network;  we  share 
things  together,  help  tutor  one 
another  and  be  there  as  a friend. 

The  non-traditional  students  have 
become  a major  group  on  campus. 
We  are  not  only  the  older,  but  some 
of  the  better  students  on  campus, 
because  we  are  more  determined  to 
reach  our  goals,  and  we  work  very 
hard  at  doing  so.  We  are  role  models 
for  the  traditional  students.  Being 
involved  and  determined  might  en- 
courage at  least  one  person  we  know 
to  return  to  school.  “New  Direc- 
tions” are  always  accepting  new 
members  and  are  open  to  new  ideas. 
Please  come  and  join  us  today.  We 
need  you  and  would  love  to  have  you. 
Your  presence  and  ideas  will  be 
greatly  appreciated.  Meeting  times 
are  posted  in  the  daily  bulletin. 


Transfer  Student  Database 


Phi  Theta  Kappa,  the  Interna- 
tional Honor  Society  for  two-year 
colleges,  is  pleased  to  announce  the 
launch  of  its  Transfer  Student 
Database.  This  new  database,  which 
is  the  only  one  of  its  kind,  will  give 
senior  institutions  recruiting  access 
to  these  outstanding  transfer 
students  for  the  first  time. 

Phi  Theta  Kappa  inducts  over 

60.000  members  annually  at  over 

1.000  two-year  college  campuses  in 
all  50  states  and  Canada.  Member- 
ship is  extended  to  students  who 
have  completed  at  least  twelve 
semester  hours  of  associate  degree 
course  work  and  earned  generally  a 
grade  point  average  of  3.5.  Phi  Theta 


Kappa’s  membership  includes  both 
traditional  and  non-traditional 
students.  Approximately  85  percent 
plan  to  seek  a bachelors  degree. 

Beginning  this  fall,  Phi  Theta 
Kappa  members  are  given  the  op- 
tion of  being  included  in  the 
database  at  no  charge.  Information 
taken  from  the  Society’s  Member- 
ship Profile  Form  includes 
cumulative  grade  point  average, 
number  of  credit  hours  completed, 
expected  major,  expected  date  of 
graduation,  plus  demographic  data. 

Database  information  is  available 
in  various  formats  to  senior  institu- 
tions which  actively  recruit  transfer 
students  from  two-year  colleges. 


Select  Men's  Clothing 

431  Beacon  Street 
Philadelphia,  Mississippi 

Gant  • Tango  • Alexander  Julian 
Levi  • Haggar  • Nike 
Guess  • J.  G.  Hook 

656-5381 


Cindy  Lee  '78-'80  Mike  Lee  77-79 

Greg  Jackson  79-'81 


For  more  information  on  Mississippi  State  University,  or  to  arrange  a tour 
and  meeting  with  academic  representatives,  write  or  call: 

College  and  School  Relations 
Box  9500 

Mississippi  State,  MS  39762-9500 
(601)  325-3076  (601)  325-1MSU  (FAX) 

MississippiStateUniversitydoesnotdiscriminateontbebasisofrace,color,religion, 
national  origin,  sex,  age,  disability,  or  veteran  status. 


East  Central,  Newton 
Schools  sign  Tech  Prep 
agreement 
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ECCC  art  students  exhibit 
work 
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Letters  to  Santa 
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Salutes  veterans 


Dr.  Richard  Ethridge  expresses  his  support  for  the  many  men  and  women  who  have  served  and  continue  to  serve 
their  country  during  Veterans  Day  activities  held  in  Huff  Auditorium.  Dr.  Ethridge,  chairman  of  the  Division  of  Social 
Science,  Business  Education  and  Business  Administration,  served  as  featured  speaker  for  the  special  program  held 
in  Huff  Auditorium  on  Nov.  11.  Also  pictured  are,  from  left,  platform  guests  Army  Pvt.  Bill  Rowzee  (Ret)  and  Army 
RFC  Harold  Webb  (Ret),  and  program  participant  Tim  Glaze,  Baptist  Student  Union  director,  who  delivered  the  in- 
vocation. Also  serving  on  the  program  was  college  president  Dr.  Eddie  M.  Smith  who  gave  the  welcome  and  provid- 
ed additional  remarks  concerning  the  Veteran’s  Day  observance.  Other  platform  guests  were  Air  Force  Major  W. 
J.  Johnson  (Ret)  and  Major  Billy  L.  Pierce,  CMD,  4-114th  FA  BN.  Special  music  was  provided  by  the  Ac’cents  who 
performed  the  national  anthem.  Arrangements  for  the  Veterans’  Day  program  were  made  by  Shelby  Harris. 


ECCC  selects  HEADWAE  honorees 


Biology  instructor  Ron  Davis  and 
sophomore  Cindy  Callahan  of  Forest 
have  been  named  East  Central 
Community  College’s  outstanding 
HEADWAE  faculty  member  and 
student,  respectively,  for  the  1993-94 
term.  The  two  honorees  will  be 
recognized  along  with  other  repr- 
sentatives  of  the  state’s  public  and 
private  colleges  and  universities  at 
a special  luncheon  hosted  by  the 
Mississippi  Legislature  on  Feb.  8, 
1993  in  Jackson. 

The  annual  HEADWAE  (Higher 
Education  Appreciation  Day- 
Working  for  Academic  Excellence) 
program  was  initiated  in  1988  to 
honor  individual  academic  achieve- 
ment and  the  overall  contribution  by 
the  state’s  public  and  private  institu- 
tions of  higher  learning. 

In  addition  to  luncheon  activities, 
a booklet  will  also  be  published 
featuring  photographs  and 
biographical  sketchfes  of  each 
honoree. 

Davis  has  served  seven  years  on 
the  ECCC  staff.  He  was  named 
1992-93  Academic  Instructor  of  the 
Year  and  was  previously  tapped  for 
Lamplighter  Program  honors  which 
also  recognizes  outstanding  instruc- 
tors from  the  state’s  community  and 
junior  colleges.  He  formerly  taught 
at  Northwest  Junior  High  School 
where  he  also  received  “Teacher  of 
the  Year”  recognition. 

The  Decatur  resident  is  a member 
of  the  East  Central  Community  Col- 
lege Faculty  Association  and  the 
Mississippi  Faculty  Association  for 
Community/Junior  Colleges.  He 
also  coaches  in  the  Dixie  Youth 
Baseball  League. 

A graduate  of  Decatur  High 
School  and  East  Central  Communi- 
ty College,  Davis  received  a 
bachelor’s  of  science  degree  in 
biology  from  the  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  and  a master’s 
degree  in  education/  science  from 
Mississippi  State  University. 

He  is  married  to  the  former  Patti 
Jeffcoat  of  Forkville  and  they  have 
a son,  Matt,  11. 

Callahan,'  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Leroy  Callahan  Jr.  of  Forest,  is 
an  honor  graduate  of  Scott  Central 
High  School  where  she  was  valedic- 
torian and  STAR  Student.  She  was 
also  selected  an  All-American 
Scholar  and  was  named  to  the  Na- 
tional Dean’s  List. 

At  ECCC,  the  sophomore  math 
major  is  a President’s  List  scholar 


and  serves  as  president  of  the  con- 
cert choir,  vice  president  of  the 
Ac’cents  (vocal  ensemble),  Student 
Education  Association  and  Presi- 
dent’s Council;  and  reporter  for  Phi 


Theta  Kappa,  an  international  honor 
society  of  the  two-year  college. 

Callahan  plans  to  pursue  a degree 
in  secondary  math  education  at 
Mississippi  State  University. 


Selected  as  HEADWAE  honorees  at  East  Central  Community  College 
1993-94  are  biology  instructor  Ron  Davis  and  sophomore  Cindy  Callahan 
Forest.  They  will  be  recognized  along  with  other  outstanding  teachers  a 
students  from  the  state’s  public  and  private  colleges  and  universities  duri 
luncheon  activities  hosted  by  the  Mississippi  Legislature  on  Feb.  9,  1993, 
Jackson.  (EC  Photo) 


EC  Players  present  ‘Blithe  Spirit’ 


By  GREGG  COX 

“Blithe  Spirit”,  farce  in  three  acts, 
by  Noel  Coward  was  presented  in 
rousing  fashion  to  the  receptive 
members  of  the  audience.  The  din- 
ner theatre  production  was  well- 
cast,  well-served,  and  well-directed. 
The  entertaining  event  opened  on 
Thursday,  Nov.  11,  and  ran  through 
Nov.  13. 

The  play  revolves  around  Charles 
Condomine,  a cocktail  drinking  gent 
who  has  to  deal  with  his  deceased 
wife  appearing  as  a ghost  after  an 
unusual  seance.  Ruth,  the  confused 
and  upset  wife  of  Charles;  Doctor 
and  Mrs.  Bradman,  the  unaware 
couple  attending  the  seance;  Edith, 
the  supernaturally  intuitive  maid; 
Madame  Arcati,  the  energetic 
mystic;  and  Elvira,  the  ghost  of 
Charles’  first  wife,  all  interact 
through  a series  of  plot  twists  to 
return  the  ghost  back  to  the  “other 
world”.  The  combination  of  Ruth 
wanting  to  rid  her  house  of  the  ap- 
parition, Doctor  and  Mrs.  Bradman 
thinking  Charles  is  ill,  the  nervous 
maid  Edith,  the  antics  of  Madame 
Arcati  and  the  ghost  of  Elvira,  and 
the  later  arrival  of  another  “wife 
ghost"  to  plague  Charles'  mind 


results  in  a hilarious  performance 
acted  quite  well  by  the  EC  Players. 

The  role  of  Charles  was  played  by 
Shane  Sullivan.  Sullivan  portrayed 
Charles’  character  with  just  the 
right  amount  of  unhinged  nerves  for 
a man  having  to  live  with  a ghost. 
His  delivery  on  his  snappy  comedic 
lines  showed  that  he  had  developed 
the  fine  art  of  timing.  Sullivan  also 
showed  his  familiarity  of  the  role 
with  his  movements  on  the  stage. 

Amy  Kittrell  played  the  role  of 
Ruth.  Kittrell  expressed  true  con- 
tempt for  the  ghost  of  her  husband’s 
first  wife  with  flair  and  finesse.  Her 
confusion  with  the  conversations 
between  Charles  and  the  ghost  led 
to  uproarious  laughter  from  the  au- 
dience. Although  new  to  the  EC 
stage,  Kittrell  moved  about  with  the 
ease  of  a veteran. 

The  roles  of  Doctor  and  Mrs. 
Bradman  went  to  Stacey  Davis  and 
Windy  Burton  respectively.  Both 
performers  seemed  comfortable 
with  their  parts  and  related  quite 
well  to  each  other.  The  bickerings 
between  the  characters  had  a sense 
of  dark  humor.  Both  Davis  and  Bur- 
ton were  believable  in  their  roles 
and  flawless  in  their  delivery. 

Edith,  the  nervous  acting  maid 
who  also  had  a sixth  sense  of  the 


supernatural,  was  portrayed  by  Kel- 
ly Keeton.  Keeton’s  experience  on 
the  stage  showed  with  her  facial  ex- 
pressions and  movements.  She 
always  got  a laugh  from  the  au- 
dience with  her  actions  and  was  an 
amiable  addition  to  the  cast. 

The  demanding  role  of  Madame 
Arcati  was  played  by  Yancey  Mason. 
Mason’s  part  allowed  her  the  chance 
to  roam  and  dance  freely  across  the 
stage.  She  played  the  role  of  the 
charismatic  mystic  effortlessly.  The 
character  of  Madame  Arcati  con- 
tributes a great  deal  of  comedy  to 
the  play,  and  Mason  manages  to  add 
hilarity  to  each  scene  she  appeared 
in. 

Gliding  across  the  stage  unseen  by 
most  of  the  characters  was  the  ghost 
of  Elvira.  Suzanne  Stack  played  the 
part  with  zest  and  conviction.  The 
antics  of  the  ghost  and  the  delivery 
of  the  cutting  one-liners  received  the 
audience’s  approval  of  laughter. 
Stack  moved  about  the  stage  with 
grace  and  seemed  to  throughly 
understand  her  role. 

The  production  of  “Blithe  Spirit” 
was  truly  a success.  The  hard  work 
and  dedication  by  all  of  the  people 
involved  resulted  in  a wonderful  and 
stimulating  performance. 


Madam  Arcati,  played  by  Yancey  Mason  of  Philadelphia,  is  obviously  "out  of  the  world”  as  other  cast  members  try 
to  discern  just  what  the  spirits  might  have  in  store  next  in  scenes  from  the  1993  production  of  "Blithe  Spirit.” 


Mini-park  to  be  ready  for  Christmas 

By  NIKKI  HARRISON 


Construction  will  soon  be  under  way  for  a permanent  on-campus  memorial  for  Crystal  and  C.  J.  Har- 
rison. A committee  consisting  of  several  East  Central  faculty  members,  recommended  to  Dr.  Smith  that 
a mini-park  be  constructed  between  the  Bradford  J.  Tucker  Applied  Technology  Center  and  the  Burton 
Library. 

Crystal  and  C.  J.  Harrison,  the  children  of  Ricky  Harrison,  an  East  Central  faculty  member,  were  kill- 
ed on  Aug.  8. 1993,  in  an  automobile  accident  near  their  home.  Their  car  was  struck  by  a drunkken  driver. 

The  park,  being  constructed  for  student  use.  will  consist  of  a gazebo,  brick  seat  wall,  and  a 10’xlO’  trellis, 
in  addition  to  several  types  of  shrubs  and  flowers. 

John  Adcock,  the  chairperson  for  the  committee,  said  that  construction  should  begin  near  the  first  of 
December  and  be  completed  before  classes  cease  for  Christmas  break. 

An  account  to  fund  this  project  has  been  set  up  in  the  business  office.  Students  are  encouraged  to  go 
by  and  make  a contribution  to  this  worthy  cause 
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Death  of  Phoenix  frightening 


" HEy , LCOIC  i f/£EE  5 ANOTHER  POUcy 
LIKE.  7 T/AT  CABLE-  ONE/  y/RO  k££PS 

SPITTING  TRE5E  7fr/AJ0f>  OST?" 


Of  major  importance 


By  CHRISTIE  LOVORN 

Many  students  feel  that  from  day 
one  of  college,  they  must  have  a ma- 
jor. A major  must  be  decided  on  at 
some  point,  but,  especially  during 
the  junior  college  years,  many 
students  remain  undecided.  People 
sometimes  do  not  want  to  admit  that 
their  future  is  undecided.  An 
undecided  major  is  nothing  to  be 
ashamed  of.  The  Liberal  Arts  cur- 
riculum was  created  just  for  this 


reason. 

The  Liberal  Arts  major  receives 
education  in  every  area  of  study: 
English,  history,  math,  and  science. 
If  a major  is  still  undecided  after 
one  year,  don’t  worry.  By  the  end  of 
the  second  year,  most  students  have 
developed  a specific  area  of  interest. 

The  decision  about  a major  is  a 
hard  one  to  make  because  this  deci- 
sion is  one  that  will  determine  how 
the  rest  of  your  life  is  spent.  This  is 
a very  serious  decision  and  the 


years  don’t  need  to  be  wasted. 
Liberal  Arts  is  a wonderful  major  to 
choose  when  you  are  not  sure.  Just 
because  you  major  in  Liberal  Arts, 
you  should  still  work  hard  to  make 
good  grades.  This  Liberal  Arts  cur- 
riculum could  turn  to  the  medical 
field  as  more  science  classes  are 
taken.  The  thing  that  is  so  good 
about  this  curriculum  is  that  you 
can  go  in  any  direction.  So,  if  you 
don’t  know  for  sure,  choose  Liberal 
Arts.  It  won't  be  wasted  time. 


By  NIKKI  HARRISON 

The  other  night,  Halloween  night 
to  be  exact,  I was  sitting  on  my  bed 
reading  The  Tempest  for  my 
English  literature  class,  when  a 
friend  of  mine  called.  “Have  you 
seen  the  news?”  she  asked.  When  I 
said  no  and  asked  her  why  she 
replied  in  a rather  empty  voice, 
“River  Phoenix  died  this  morning, 
he's  dead.” 

My  reaction  was  complete  shock. 
I’ve  never  known  a celebrity  of  my 
generation  to  die  before.  At  least  not 
one  so  close  to  my  age,  he  was  only 
23. 

As  an  early  teen,  I,  like  many 
other  young  girls  in  America,  was  a 
regular  reader  of  the  many  teeny- 
bopper  magazines.  My  bedroom 
wall  was  peppered  with  posters  of 
teen  idols,  and  River  Phoenix  held 
a special  place  on  my  wall,  just 
above  my  bed,  right  between  a giant 
picture  of  Jon  Bon  Jovi,  and  a small 
one  of  Corey  Haim.  But  River  was 
my  favorite,  maybe  because  he  was 
so  weird.  A rebel  some  might  say. 
He  didn’t  care  about  what  anyone 
thought  or  said  about  him.  He  was 
a sworn  vegetarian  which  makes  it 
hard  for  me  to  believe  that  he  would 
poison  his  body  with  drugs,  the 
assumption  many  people  conclude 
when  they  hear  of  his  death. 

I suppose  you  could  say  I had  a 
crush.  That’s  not  so  strange  though. 
I can  remember  many  of  my  guy 
friends  drooling  over  Alyssa  Milano 
and  Debbie  Gibson.  And  all  of  my 
girl  friends  had  their  favorite  heart- 
throb.  In  fact  I don’t  think  anyone 
can  truthfully  say  that  they’ve  never 
dreamed  about  a celebrity. 

Of  course  I eventually  outgrew  my 
crush,  and  the  posters  all  came 
down,  but  still  when  I read  or  saw 
something  about  River  I’d  get  a 
thrill  deep  down  inside.  After  all,  I 
grew  up  with  River  Phoenix.  I saw 


him  first  in  “Stand  by  Me”,  and  later 
in  “Indiana  Jones  and  the  Last 
Crusade”,  and  most  recently  in 
“Sneakers”  and  “My  Own  Private 
Idaho.” 

All  this  makes  me  wonder  if  one 
can  really  sorta  love  a teen  idol.  I 
think  so  now  that  he’s  gone,  when  my 
friend  told  me  the  news  I felt  emp- 
ty, almost  as  if  someone  I really 
knew  personally  had  died.  I’m  not 
saying  I was  obsessed  with  him  or 
anything;  I haven’t  even  really 
thought  about  him  in  years,  except 
when  I’d  see  one  of  his  movies,  or  an 
occasional  interview  on  TV. 

I understand  now  what  my  mom 


By  CHRISTIE  LOVORN 

The  week  beginning  Oct.  24  was 
known  as  National  Red  Ribbon 
Week  for  1993.  This  week  was  set 
aside  as  the  week  of  drug  and 
alcohol  prevention.  Many  com- 
munities throughout  the  state  of 
Mississippi  participated  in  this  week 
of  prevention  by  tying  red  bows  on 
store  fronts,  light  poles,  homes  and 
lapels. 

East  Central  played  a major  role 
in  Decatur’s  participation.  Red  rib- 
bons were  given  to  students  and 
faculty  to  wear  to  show  support  of 
this  prevention  week.  The  Office  of 
Drug  Education  and  Prevention  of 
East  Central  Community  College 
along  with  the  Students  Against 
Drunk  Drivers  organization  spon- 
sored Project  Aware  on  Nov.  2.  Five 
convicts  from  the  Department  of 
Corrections  were  on  campus  and 
presented  an  informative  and 
dramatic  program  concerning 


NOTES  FROM  NIKKI 

was  talking  about  when  she  told  me 
how  the  entire  country  cried  when 
Elvis  Presley  died.  I couldn’t  see 
crying  over  someone  I’d  never  even 
met  but  now  I can. 

I suppose  that  in  the  years  to  come 
we’ll  lose  many  other  stars  from  our 
generation.  That’s  frightening 
because  we  tend  to  put  them  up  on 
a pedestal,  almost  as  if  they’re  im- 
mortal. But  they’re  not.  The  death 
of  River  Phoenix  proves  this.  In  any 
case  he  will  be  missed. 


alcohol  and  drug  use. 

Community  and  senior  colleges  in 
eight  locations  in  Mississippi  are 
members  of  the  Mississippi  Consor- 
tium for  Drug  Prevention.  East  Cen- 
tral is  proud  to  be  one  of  these. 
Consortium  surveys  issued  in  1993 
indicated  that  students  were  more 
aware  of  drug  policies  and  abuse 
prevention  programs  on  campuses 
than  they  were  in  1992.  The  1993 
surveys  also  indicated  a greater 
level  of  disapproval  of  students  who 
abuse  drugs  by  those  who  do  not. 

East  Central  has,  as  part  of  its 
Consortium  work,  developed  a pro- 
gram which  brings  students 
together  with  local  disadvantaged 
youth  at  a nearby  youth  center.  The 
college  students  act  as  “big 
brothers”  to  the  disadvantaged 
youth.  Students  are  enthusiastic 
about  this  program  and  the  college 
intends  to  continue  the  program  in 
the  future. 


Just  say  ‘no’ 


East  Central,  Newton  Schools  Sign  Tech  Prep  agreement 


Officials  from  East  Central  Com- 
munity College  and  the  Newton 
Public  School  System  have  entered 
an  agreement  that  provides  smooth 
transition  from  high  school  to  col- 
lege for  students  enrolled  in  various 
technical  programs. 

ECiCC  President  Dr.  Eddie  M. 
Smith  and  NeWton  Superintendent 
James  L.  Nelson  officially  signed 
the  Cooperative  Articulation  Agree- 
ment during  ceremonies  held  on  the 
Decatur  campus. 

Mrs.  Maudean  Sanders,  Tech  Prep 
coordinator  at  East  Central,  said  the 
articulation  component  of  Ttech  Prep 
focuses  on  creating  a smooth  tran- 
sition from  secondary  schools  to  a 
post  secondary  setting  or  the 
workforce.  This  component  involves 
identification  of  articulation  linkage 
points,  establishment  of  action 
teams  to  link  secondary  and  post- 
secondary components  of  the  total 
Tech  Prep  program,  and  the  crea- 
tion of  sequential  courses  of  study 
for  all  students  enrolled  in  the  In- 
itiative programs. 

What  exactly  is  Tech  Prep? 

Mrs.  Sanders  explained  Tech  Prep 
means  PREParation  for 
TECHnologies.  The  program  is 
designed  to  help  students  receiving 
training  needed  for  rewarding 
careers  in  technical,  industrial, 
business,  allied  health  and  public 
service  areas.  Tech  Prep  means  tak- 
ing specially  designed  high  school 
courses  that  “teach”  students  how 
English,  math  and  science  concepts 
are  used  in  different  careers. 

“By  using  this  method,  students 
learn  the  ‘why’  as  well  as  the 
‘how,’  ” said  Mrs.  Sanders,  who  add- 
ed the  Newton  Municipal  Tech  Prep 
Pilot  School  is  using  the  described 
approach  in  its  Algebra  I,  English  I 
and  biology  classrooms. 

In  describing  the  recently  signed 
agreement  between  ECCC  and 
Newton  schools,  Mrs.  Sanders  said, 
the  articulation  process  can  be 


characterized  “as  a process,  an  at- 
titude and  a goal.” 

“As  a process,  it  is  the  coordina- 
tion of  policies  and  practices  among 
sectors  of  the  education  system  to 
produce  a smooth  flow  of  students 
from  one  sector  to  another.  As  an  at- 
titude, it  is  exemplified  by  the  will- 
ingness of  educators  in  all  sectors  to 
work  together  to  transcend  the  in- 
dividual and  institutional  self- 
interest  that  impedes  the  maximum 
development  of  the  student.  As  a 
goal,  it  is  the  creation  of  an  educa- 
tional system  without  artificial  divi- 
sions, so  that  the  whole  educational 
period  becomes  one  unbroken  flow, 
which  varies  in  speed  for  each  in- 
dividual, and  which  eliminates  loss 
of  credit,  delays  and  unnecessary 
duplication  of  effort,”  she  said. 

Officials  at  East  Central  and 


Newton  said  they  look  forward  to 
working  together  and  continuing  to 
provide  the  best  education  possible 
for  all  students. 

Also  attending  the  signing 
ceremony  were  other  members  of 
the  Tech  Prep  Leadership  Cdmmit- 
tee  who  included  East  Central  of- 
ficials John  Adcock,  director  of 
Vocational-Technical  Instruction ; 
Dr.  Phil  Sutphin,  Dean  of  Instruc- 
tion; Raymond  McMullan,  Director 
of  Admissions,  Records  and 
Research  and  Newton  schools 
representative  Charles  Beasley,  Sue 
Kelly  and  Lynda  Wagner. 

For  more  information  contact 
Mrs.  Maudean  Sanders,  TECH 
PREP  Coordinator,  ECCC,  Decatur, 
Miss.  39327,  Phone  635-2111,  exten- 
sion 282. 
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EC  students  attend  workshop 


By  GREGG  COX 


On  Friday,  Oct.  22,  ECCC  students 
along  with  faculty  member,  Leonard 
Barrier,  attended  a writing 
workshop.  The  workshop,  “Two 
Writers  Teach  Writing : How  to  Get 
Started  and  Stay  Motivated”,  was 
sponsored  by  Holmes  Community 
College  and  was  held  at  the 
Ridgeland  campus.  The  EC  students 
attending  were  Gregory  Cox,  Harold 
Farmer,  and  Montiel  Mashburn. 

The  workshop  began  with  Reba 
Gill,  creative  writing  instructor  at 
Holmes,  incroducing  Charles 
Ghigna.  Ghigna  is  an  established 
poet  with  several  books  in  publica- 
tion. He  has  written  for  both  the 
adult  and  children  markets. 
Ghigna’s  latest  venture  is  a set  of 
books  for  children  called  Good  Dogs, 
Bad  Dogs  and  Good  Cats,  Bad  Cats. 
Ghigna’s  session,  “The  Poems  and 
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Pranks  of  a Major  League  Poet”, 
dealt  with  his  writings  and  explana- 
tions of  his  poetry. 

After  the  first  general  session, 
students  divided  into  group 
workshops.  Ghigna’s  workshop, 
“What  Makes  a Poem  a Poem”,  was 
a critique  of  participating  in- 
dividual’s poetry.  He  discussed 
forms  of  poetry  and  offered  hints. 
Ghigna  also  said  that  “[EC’s 
creative  writing  class]  has  some 
talent”.  EC  students  were  well 
received  by  the  poet  and  the  au- 
dience with  the  work  they  submitted 
for  reading. 

The  second  general  session  began 
with  Charles  Wilson,  a novelist  liv- 
ing in  Mississippi.  Wilson  has 
received  high  praise  of  his  novels 
from  magazines  and  other  writers, 
including  John  Grisham.  The  ses- 
sion, “Lyrical  Terror  and  Disturbing 
Suspense  Set  in  Mississippi”,  dealt 
with  the  processes  of  writing 
suspense  novels.  Mentioned  in  the 
processes  was  leads,  opening 
sentences,  and  other  techniques  to 
keep  the  reader’s  attention.  Wilson 
also  talked  about  his  novels,  and  he 
stressed  “the  importance  that 
writer’s  must  read  and  write  con- 
stantly”. 

The  next  group  workshop  was  led 
by  Wilson.  “From  Short  Stories  to 
Novels”  was  about  actually  writing 
stories.  Wilson  gave  examples  of  his 
own  writing  style  and  offered  hints 
in  a question  and  answer  forum. 

The  writing  workshop  gave  EC 
students  the  chance  to  put  their 
writing  in  the  public’s  mind.  The 
creative  writing  course  will  be  of- 
fered next  semester  under  Barrier. 
Any  student  interested  in  writing 
should  consider  taking  the  course. 
There  will  be  more  school  sponsored 
workshops  to  attend. 


James  L.  Nelson,  left,  superintendent  of  the  Newton  Municipal  School  System  and  Dr.  Eddie  M.  Smith,  president 
of  East  Central  Community  College,  have  signed  a cooperative  articulation  agreement  pertaining  to  the  new  Tech 
Prep  Initiative.  Purpose  of  the  articulation  component  is  to  provide  linkage  between  educational  systems  which  assist 
all  students  in  making  a smooth  transition  from  one  level  to  another  without  experiencing  delays,  duplication  of 
coursework  or  loss  of  credit.  (EC  Photo) 


What’s  happening 
with  the  Ac’cents? 

The  Ac’cents  is  one  of  the  many 
musical  groups  at  East  Central.  The 
Accents  consists  of  eight  members 
and  is  directed  by  Charles  Henson. 
There  are  three  sopranos,  two  altos, 
two  tenors,  and  one  bass.  The  re- 
quirements for  being  a part  of  the 
Accents  is  being  able  to  read  music 
and  to  be  in  the  choir.  It  is  also  re- 
quired that  you  try-out  before  Mr. 
Henson. 

The  Ac’cents  have  chosen  black 
pants  and  white  tux  shirts  to  wear 
for  their  uniform.  They  will  also  be 
wearing  a gold  vest  and  bow  tie 
which  Mrs.  Harelson  will  be  making 
for  them. 

The  Ac’cents  had  their  first  per- 
formance when  the  FHA  group  had 
their  annual  district  meeting  at 
East  Central.  They  sang  and  did 
choreography  to  several  songs.  The 
next  performance  was  at  East  Cen- 
tral’s last  home  football  game  for 
the  1993  season.  They  sang  “The 
Star  Spangled  Banner."  Many  other 
performances  have  already  been 
scheduled.  Looks  like  a busy  year  for 
the  Ac’cents! 


1993  Fall  Exam  Schedule 

PERIOD  TIME 

Monday,  Dec.  13,  1993 

A 8:00  a.m. -10:00  a.m. 

B 10:30  a.m.-12:30  p.m. 

C 1:15  p.m. -3:15  p.m. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  14,  1993 

1 8:00  a.m.-10:00  a.m. 

3 10:30  a.m. -12:30  p.m. 

D 1:15  p.m-3:15  p.m. 

Wednesday,  Dec.  15,  1993 

2 8:00  a.m. -10:00  a.m. 

4 10:30  a.m. -12:30  p.m. 

7+  1:15  p.m. -3:15  p.m. 

Thursday,  Dec.  16,  1993 

6 8:00  a.m. -10:00  a.m. 

5 10:00  a.m. -12:00  p.m. 

All  vocational  course  exams  will  be  given 
Wednesday,  Dec.  15,  1993  from  8:00  a.m. -10:00  a.m. 

Grades  will  be  due  in  the  Admissions  Office 
Dec.  16,  1993  at  2:30  p.m. 
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Seated:  Mrs.  Lorene  Graham.  Standing:  Carol  Vickers,  ABE/GED  Instructor;  and  Dean  Davis,  ABE/GED  Co-ordinator 


Learning  for  a lifetime 


If  you  have  ever  heard  the  cliche, 
“You  are  never  too  old  to  learn 
something  new,”  then  perhaps  you 
won’t  be  too  surprised  by  the 
achievement  of  Mrs.  Lorene 
Graham  of  the  Prospect  communi- 
ty. Mrs.  Graham  recently  completed 
her  G.E.D.  examination  at  age  75. 

Just  before  Mrs.  Graham  com- 
pleted her  junior  year  in  high  school 
back  in  1935,  Cupid’s  arrrow  found 
its  way  into  her  heart  and  she 
became  the  bride  of  Dow  Graham 
who  serves  as  the  pastor  of  White 
Plains  Assembly  of  God  Church. 
Then,  being  a wife,  raising  a 


daughter,  and  devoting  herself  to 
helping  with  her  husband’s  ministry 
became  a full  time  job,  but  one  she 
enjoyed  nonetheless.  She  did 
manage  to  find  time  to  continue  her 
hobbies  of  gardening  and  quilting, 
however. 

Finally,  after  raising  her  family, 
which  has  grown  to  include  a 
daughter,  a beloved  son-in-law,  two 
grandchildren  and  four  great- 
grandchilren,  Mrs.  Graham  has 
decided  to  return  to  school  to  con- 
tinue her  education  and  to  fulfill  her 
dream  of  attending  college. 

A visit  to  East  Central  where  she 


met  Mrs.  Carol  Vickers,  the 
A.B.E. /G.E.D.  instructor  was  the 
deciding  factor.  “I  went  to  inspect 
the  college  and  met  Mrs.  Vickers 
who  was  so  nice  that  I decided  to 
stay,”  stated  Mrs.  Graham.  The  two 
ladies  quickly  became  friends,  and 
now  Mrs.  Graham  returns  to  Mrs. 
Vickers’  classroom  one  day  per 
week  to  volunteer  her  services  in 
typing  and  assisting  other  G.E.D. 
hopefuls  in  mastering  math  skills. 

Mrs.  Graham  will  finally  become 
a “college  co-ed”  when  she  registers 
for  classes  in  English  composition 
and  computer  in  January. 


Community  college  leaders  praise 
funding  for  Rural  Health  Corps 


The  U.  S.  Agriculture  Appropria- 
tion Bill  signed  recently  by  Presi- 
dent Bill  Clinton  provides  for  $2 
million  in  funding  for  the  Mississip- 
pi Rural  Health  Corps,  a rural 
health  care  improvement  initiative 
of  the  Mississippi  Community  Col- 
lege Foundation. 

U.  S.  Sen.  Thad  Cochran  (R-MS), 
ranking  member  of  the  Agriculture 
Appropriations  Committee  said, 
“The  Rural  Health  Corps  is  an  im- 
portant program  for  Mississippi.  It 
will  improve  health  care  access  and 
services  in  our  rural  areas.” 

The  Rural  Health  Corps  has 
enabled  Mississippi's  15  public  com- 
munity'colleges  to  enroll  an  addi- 
tional 400  students  in  nursing  and 
allied  health  training.  Those  train- 
ed in  the  Corps  sign  a commitment 
to  practice  in  a rural  area  of  the 


George  ‘Skipp’  Lynn 


EC  mourns  death 
of  George  Lynn 

East  Central  faculty,  staff,  ad- 
ministration and  student  body, 
mourn  the  death  of  electronics 
technology  instructor,  George 
“Skipp”  Lynn  who  passed  away  on 
Oct.  17,  at  Lackey  Memorial 
Hospital  in  Forest  following  a heart 
attack. 

Mr.  Lynn  began  his  tenure  at  East 
Central  in  1985  following  his  retire- 
ment from  the  United  States  Air 
Force  in  1979  after  serving  for  26 
years. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife  Lynette; 
sons,  George  Lynn,  Jr.  and  Steven 
Lynn,  both  of  Bloomsburg,  Penn.; 
daughters,  Suzanne  Nazar  and  Lin- 
D da  Derr  of  Berwick,  Penn.,  Cindy 

Fisher  and  Alison  Jumper  both  of 
Catawiss,  Penn.,  and  Laurie 
McCraw  of  Sebastapol;  step- 
daughter, Lori  McNeil  of 
Homewood;  and  stepsons,  Tony 
Heumier  of  Forest  and  Barry 
Heumier  of  Decatur. 

East  Central  President  Dr.  Eddie 
M.  Smith  said  of  him,  “Ski’p  was  a 
person  who  stayed  very  much  to 
himself  in  his  classroom  and  lab.  He 
carried  out  his  responsibilities  well 
in  everything  he  did.  He  was  con- 
cerned about  doing  the  best  possible 
job  whether  in  his  regular  elec- 
tronics classes  or  in  classes  he 
* taught  for  East  Central  in  various 

industries.  We  will  miss  him.” 

Mr.  Lynn  was  well  liked  by  his  co- 
workers and  the  students  he  came 
into  contact  with  through  his 
association  with  East  Central.  His 
presence  will  indeed  be  missed. 


state  when  their  training  is  com- 
plete. The  400  currently  enrolled 
came  from  a waiting  list  of  more 
than  3,000  qualified  applicants. 

Organized  in  1992  as  a major 
health  care  improvement  effort,  this 
project  is  a public  partnership  form- 
ed by  the  community  colleges,  the 
Mississippi  Cooperative  Extension 
Service,  and  the  Mississippi  State 
Department  of  Health. 

Private  partners  include  the 
Mississippi  Farm  Bureau  Federa- 
tion, the  Mississippi  Health  Care 
Association,  two  state  professional 
nursing  organizations,  and  the 
Southwest  Mississippi  Medical 
Association. 

East  Central  Community  College 
president  Dr.  Eddie  M.  Smith,  who 
serves  as  MCCF  president  said, 
“The  Health  Corps  is  a federally- 
funded  project  that  spends  the 
money  where  it  will  produce  a quan- 
tifiable result.  The  funds  are  being 
used  to  pay  additional  teachers  of 
health  related  subjects,  to  fund  stu- 
dent scholarships,  and  to  assist  nur- 
sing and  allied  health  teachers  to 
pursue  higher  education.” 

Dr.  Smith  added,  “The  outlook  for 
the  Health  Corps  is  excellent.  The 
colleges  moved  into  the  training  pro- 
cess in  a minimum  of  time,  and  we 
are  already  graduating  allied  health 
specialists  from  the  Corps.” 

Mississippi  Nurses  Association 
Executive  Secretary  Betty  Dickson 
said,  “We  must  train  nurses  to  func- 
tion in  a changing  health  care  en- 
vironment. Changes  in  the 
profession  are  diverse  and  deman- 
ding. We  must  keep  up  with 
technology  and  public  demand.  The 
Health  Corps  provides  a great 
avenue  for  contemporary  training.” 

Increasing  the  supply  of  trained 
nursing  and  allied  personnel  in  rural 
Mississippi  is  absolutely  vital,  ac- 
cording to  Dickson. 

She  continued,  “Primary  and 
preventive  services  have  declined 


because  doctors  and  nurses  have 
moved  to  metropolitan  areas.  This 
has  resulted  in  hospital  closings  and 
in  general  shortage  of  rural  health 
services.  The  Rural  Health  Corps 
can  make  a major  contribution 
toward  reversing  negative  rural 
care  trends.” 

Dr.  Clyde  Muse,  chairman  of  the 
Rural  Health  Corps  committee  of 
the  MCCF,  said,  "The  Corps”  first 
year  objectives  have  been  met  and 
exceeded.  We  plan  to  introduce 
technology  and  other  advanced 
communications  methods  into  the 
second  year.” 

T.  Z.  Medlin,  a student  in  the 
Rural  Health  Corps  program  at 
Nrotheast  Mississippi  Community 
College,  said,  “The  Corps  will  be  a 
great  help  to  me  and  my  family.  I 
have  lived  in  this  area  most  of  my 
life  and  want  to  work  as  a registered 
nurse  here.” 

Another  NMCC  student,  Debbie 
Wilbanks,  said,  “Having  help  with 
my  fall  and  spring  tuition  will 
relieve  a lot  of  financial  pressure  on 
me,  even  thorough  I will  still  be 
working  part-time.  I definitely  plan 
to  work  in  my  hometown  or  county 
after  I graduate.” 

Danny  Cheatham,  of  the 
Mississippi  Cooperative  Extension 
Service,  said,  "The  Corps  is  one  of 
the  best  examples  of  cooperation  I 
have  seen.  The  Extension  Service, 
the  community  colleges,  the  State 
Health  Department,  and  our  private 
partners  all  have  the  same  objec- 
tives, and  we  are  getting  a lot  done 
on  behalf  of  the  rural  residents  of 
Mississippi.” 

Second  year  funds  will  be 
dedicated  to  paying  teachers,  stu- 
dent scholarships,  teachers  scholar- 
ships, a massive  health  care 
information  service  being  con- 
ducted by  the  Extension  Service, 
and  certain  distance  learning 
technologies. 


Season’s  Greetings  from 
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Vowell  finds  attending 
EC  ‘very  fullfilling’ 


By  SANDRA  MOORE 

Featured  in  this  edition  of  the  Tom 
Tom  is  sophomore  Edith  Vowell.  She 
is  a student  who  is  deligent  in  her 
studies  and  she  is  totally  dedicated 
to  accomplishing  her  goals  in  a 
timely  manner.  This  is  her  story. 

I am  a divorced  mother  of  three, 
a son,  16  and  twin  boys,  11.  We  live 
on  a farm  and  love  the  country  life. 
My  boys  are  involved  in  raising  and 
showing  cattle.  The  16-year-old  has 
even  taken  up  bull  riding. 

Along  with  homemaking  and 
other  duties  of  farm  life,  I have 
worked  outside  the  home  periodical- 
ly. Over  the  years  1 have  done  many 
types  of  work,  from  secretarial  work 
to  interior  decorating.  For # many 
years,  the  thought  of  getting  more 
education  never  crossed  my  mind. 
However,  encouraging  words  from 
friends  and  family  began  to  build  up 
my  confidence  to  the  point  that  I 
thought  “Hey,  I do  have  the 

Collegians  rock 
East  Central 

By  JULIE  JOINER 

After  months  of  practice,  the  Col- 
legians, directed  by  Tom  Carson, 
gave  their  first  public  performance 
of  the  semester  on  Nov.  22  in  Huff 
Auditorium.  The  group  performed  a 
variety  of  music,  giving  each 
vocalist  and  musician  an  opportuni- 
ty to  display  his  or  her  talent.  The 
set  included  such  songs  as,  “My 
Last  Cry”  with  Robert  Evans  on 
vocals;  “Tribute  to  Metallica”  with 
Paul  Wells,  Eric  Jordan  and  Robert 
Evans  on  vocals;  and  “Queen  of 
Denial”  with  Lorrie  Howell  on 
vocals. 

The  a cappella  group  Voices, 
under  the  direction  of  Carson,  also 
performed.  Also  directed  by  Carson, 
the  Round  Midnight  blues  band  gave 
their  first  performance  of  the 
semester. 

Regarding  the  Collegeian’s  fall 
campus  concert,  Carson  feels  that 
everything  went  fine.  He  believes 
that  a new  sound  system  has  im- 
proved the  performance  of  the  Col- 
legians. Carson  was  also  pleased 
with  the  attendance  at  the  concert. 
Due  to  the  large  crowd,  the  balcony 
had  to  be  opened  up  for  the  first 
time. 

The  Collegians  have  a busy 
schedule  planned  for  next  semester. 
Carsoq  stated  that  the,  group  will  be 
playing  at  area  high  schools  and 
they  are  planning  a trip  to  Busch 
Gardens  in  Florida  in  the  spring. 


N0N-TRADITI0NAL 
STUDENT’S  CORNER 


Edith  Vowell 

capabilities  to  better  myself.”  Final- 
ly it  occured  to  me  that  I wanted 
more  our  of  life  than  I was  getting. 
In  addition,  I came  to  see  that  I 
wanted  to  contribute  to  humanity. 
Nursing  was  the  career  choice  I 
decided  upon. 

A main  factor  contributing  to  my 
decision  to  become  a nurse  was  the 
debilitating  illness  of  an  elderly 
relative  who  was  very  dear  to  me. 
Feeling  compassion  for  her  and  see- 
ing her  need  for  sympathetic,  com- 
petent care  opened  my  eyes  to  a 
capacity  and  a desire  in  myself  to 
provide  such  care  to  those  in  need. 
I am  now  working  toward  my  nurs- 
ing degree  and  will  graduate  from 
EC  in  May  of  1994  having  completed 
all  of  my  pre-nursing  requirements. 
Then  it  is  on  to  a senior  college  for 
me  with  the  aim  of  finishing  with  a 
bachelor  of  science  degree  in 
nursing. 

Fortunately,  my  going  to  school  is 
made  easier,  indeed  made  possible, 
by  the  cooperation  and  help  of  my 
children,  their  father,  and  our  ex- 
tended family  — parents,  aunts,  etc. 
Whether  it’s  picking  up  the  children 
from  school,  preparing  meals,  or 
just  making  “quiet  time”  for  home 
studying,  they  help  to  ease  the 
academic  load  for  me. 

My  schooling  at  EC,  while  deman- 
ding, is  one  of  the  most  fulfilling 
things  in  my  life.  Although  I am 
looking  forward  to  continuing  my 
education  at  a senior  college,  I will 
always  have  fond  memories  of  days 
at  EC. 


Nancy  Harris 


Harris  selected 
ADN  director 
at  ECCC 

Mrs.  Nancy  H.  Harris  of 
Philadelphia  has  been  named  direc- 
tor of  the  Associate  Degree  Nursing 
Program  at  East  Central  Communi- 
ty College  in  Decatur,  announced  Dr. 
Eddie  M.  Smith,  college  president. 

Mrs.  Smith,  who  began  her  duties 
in  September,  previously  served  as 
an  ICU/CCU  staff  nurse  at  F.  G. 
Riley  Memorial  Hospital  in  Meri- 
dian and  was  a contract  nurse  at 
Prime  Care  Nursing,  Inc.,  in  Green- 
ville. She  is  also  a former  director 
of  nursing  at  the  Choctaw  Health 
Center  of  Philadelphia.  In  all,  she 
has  over  18  years  experience  in  the 
nursing  field. 

She  attended  Philadelphia  High 
School  and  Meridian  Community 
College  where  she  received  an 
associate  degree  in  nursing.  In  ad- 
dition, she  holds  bachelor’s  and 
master’s  degrees  in  nursing  from 
the  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  School  of  Nursing  in 
Hattiesburg  and  University  of 
Mississippi  School  of  Nursing  in 
Jackson,  respectively. 

She  is  married  to  Johnie  Harris 
who  is  employed  at  U.  S.  Motors  in 
Philadelphia.  They  have  two 
daughters,  Theresa  (Terri)  Thomas, 
a registered  nurse  in  Mobile,  and 
Lenita  (Needie)  Moore,  a medical 
transcriptionistin  Atlanta. 

Mrs.  Harris  is  the  daughter  of  the 
late  Thomas  (“Tom  Boy”)  E.  Hiett 
and  Bonita  Hiett  of  Philadelphia. 
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MISSISSIPPI  UNIVERSITY  FOR  WOMEN 


is  proud  to  announce  the  establishment  of 


THE  MCDEVITT  COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE  SCHOLARSHIPS 


jf 


The  three  full-paid  scholarships  will  be  awarded  to  students  who  will 
have  54  transferable  semester  hours  upon  entering  MUW,  have  main- 
tained at  least  a 3.5  overall  GPA,  and  will  attend  an  interview,  Feb.  11, 

on  campus. 


STUDENTS  INTERESTED  IN  LEARNING  MORE  ABOUT  THESE 
SCHOLARSHIPS  SHOULD  CONTACT: 

MELANIE  FREEMAN 
DIRECTOR  OF  ADMISSIONS 
1-800-247-0758  IN-STATE 
601-329-7106  OUT-OF-STATE 

or  write 

MELANIE  FREEMAN 
DIRECTOR  OF  ADMISSIONS 
PO.  W Box-1613 
COLUMBUS,  MS  39701 


— 
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Sports 


Warriors  conclude  season 


By  WADE  PHILLIPS 

What  began  as  a season  filled  with 
hopeful  expectations  ended  with  a 
disappointing  1-8-1  record  for  the  ’93 
gridiron  Warriors,  which  was  only  a 
slight  improvement  over  the  ’92 
season. 

East  Central  played  the  last  six 
games  of  its  schedule  with  only  a tie 
at  home  against  Southwest  to  show 
for  its  efforts.  The  Warriors  came 
away  with  the  draw  only  after  the 
Bears  missed  a field  goal  in  the  wan- 
ing moments. 

EC  played  possibly  its  best  foot- 


ball of  the  season  in  the  final  two 
games,  but  came  up  short  both 
times,  falling  to  this  season’s  and 
last  season’s  national  champions, 
Jones  and  Northwest. 

The  Warriors  actually  racked  up 
nearly  twice  as  many  yards  as  Nor- 
thwest, but  untimely  turnovers  pav- 
ed the  way  for  a 28-0  Northwest  win. 
EC  led  unbeaten  Jones  County  for 
much  of  the  game  but  the  Bobcats 
proved  too  much  for  the  Warriors  in 
pulling  out  a 24-10  victory. 

Several  Warriors  received  post 
season  honors.  Punter  Jason  Cain 
and  wide  receiver  David  Martin 
were  both  named  first  team  All- 


State.  Cain  led  th’e  state  in  yards- 
per-punt  average,  and  was  selected 
to  the  first  team  for  the  second  year. 
Martin  led  the  Warriors  in  receiv- 
ing, as  well  as  punt  and  kick  retur- 
ning. Defensive  back  Tellas  Moore 
and  offensive  lineman  Mark  West 
were  named  to  second  team. 

Though  Coach  Reese  Bridgeman’s 
second  year  as  head  coach  didn’t  go 
exactly  as  expected,  the  building 
process  continues.  A majority  of  this 
year’s  lettermen  will  return  to  the 
’94  squad,  and  coaches  hope  a good 
recruiting  class  can  spearhead  a 
turn-around. 


Kitty  Thrash  of  Sebastopol  may  be  “taking  it  easy”  in  her  recliner,  but  she’s  still  involved  in  the  action  taking  place 
on  the  court. 


Thrash  would  be  glad  to  trade 
recliner  for  basketball  court 


Watching  the  first  home  basket- 
ball game  of  the  1993-94  season  from 
a chair  on  the  sidelines  is  not  exact- 
ly what  Kitty  Thrash  of  Sebastopol 
had  in  mnind.  As  a freshman,  Kitty 
didn’t  expect  to  be  a starter  for  the 
game,  -but  she  did  expect  to  see  ac- 
tion, and  perhaps  impress  a few  of 
her  friends  who  had  not  seen  her 
play.  Fate  made  other  plans. 

After  enjoying  several  minutes  of 
play  in  the  Lady  Warriors’  season 
opener  at  Mississippi  Delta  Com- 
munity College,  Kitty  was  looking 
forward  to  the  next  confrontation, 
East  Mississippi.  However,  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  game,  Thrash  and 
teammates,  Genia  Griffin  of  Morton 
and  Wilma  Cooksey  of  Lake  were  in- 
volved in  an  automobile  accident. 
Thrash  was  driving  a 1991  Chevrolet 
Beretta  and  met  an  oncoming  vehi- 
cle in  a sharp  curve.  As  she  jerked 
the  wheel  to  move  further  over,  the 
tires  struck  some  loose  gravel  and 
the  car  went  into  a spin  before  strik- 
ing a tree.  Thrash  was  not  wearing 
a seat  belt  at  the  time  which  allow- 
ed her  to  jump  onto  the  console  in 
her  car.  The  vehicle  was  struck  on 


the  driver’s  side. 

Cooksey,  who  was  riding  in  the 
front  passenger’s  seat,  sustained 
slight  injuries  but  was  able  to  reach 
the  East  Central  campus,  which  was 
a short  distance  from  the  scene,  to 
get  assistance.  Griffin,  who  was 
riding  in  the  back  seat,  remained 
with  Thrash  who  was  more  serious- 
ly injured. 

Team  trainer  Mark  Crowson  of 
Philadelphia  was  first  on  the  scence 
and  administered  first  aid.  Lady 
Warrior  head  coach  Sammy  Pace 
arrived  shortly  afterward  and  rode 
with  Thrash  as  she  was  transported 
by  ambulance  to  Laird’s  Hospital  in 
Union.  She  was  later  transferred  to 
Anderson’s  Hospital  in  Meridian 
where  she  was  treated  for  a crack- 
ed pelvic  bone,  a concussion  and 
several  cuts  and  scrapes  on  her  face 
and  arms. 

Although  still  somewhat  shaken 
up,  Griffin  was  able  to  play  in  the 
night’s  game  with  East  Mississippi. 
Cooksey  was  on  the  bench  but  was 
unable  to  play  due  to  a knee  injury 
sustained  in  the  closing  seconds  of 


the  game  with  Delta. 

After  several  days  in  the  hospital, 
Thrash  was  released  but  remained 
on  crutches  for  several  days  in- 
cluding her  appearance  at  the  first 
home  game  where  she  was  introduc- 
ed, along  with  the  other  team 
members,  to  the  home  fans  who 
gave  her  a rousing  ovation.  Although 
she  was  able  to  come  to  the  game, 
she  still  was  not  able  to  sit  on  the 
bleachers  so  she  got  to  watch  from 
her  place  near  the  end  of  the  bench 
in  a recliner  Newton  County 
Academy  loaned  her  from  their 
faculty  lounge. 

Thrash,  who  was  able  to  return  to 
her  classes  full  time  after 
Thanksgiving,  admits,  “I’m  really 
just  so  thankful  to  be  her.  I’m  alive, 
and  all  my  teachers  have  just  been 
really  wonderful  in  helping  me  get 
caught  up  in  my  classes.  I really  ap- 
preciate everything  everyone  has 
done.” 

Kitty  hopes  to  resume  practice 
with  the  team  after  Christmas 
break,  but  for  now,  she’ll  just  be 
“taking  it  easy.” 
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ECCC  Warriors 

Above  are  members  of  the  1993-94  East  Central  Community  College  men’s  basketball  team,  the  defending  state 
champions'  Squad  members  and  their  respective  high  schools  include,  kneeling  from  left,  trainer  Terry  Burkes,  South 
Leake;  video  technician  Scotter  Hurst,  Newton  County  Academy;  Clay  Ward,  Winston  Academy;  Michael  Coats, 
Louisville;  Eric  Morgan,  Carthage;  Philip  Prince,  Leake  Academy;  Lee  Thrash,  East  Rankin  Academy;  managers 
Matt  Smith  and  Bobby  Ryals,  both  of  Winston  Academy;  and,  standing  from  left,  Coach  Marty  Cooper;  Eric  Caples, 
South  Leake;  Cedric  Sledge,  Philadelphia;  Stacy  Miller  and  Anthony  Coleman  both  of  Southern  Choctaw,  Alabama; 
Marcus  Mann,  South  Leake;  Chris  Hillie,  Newton;  Vincent  Spencer,  Neshoba  Central;  Mike  Hurst,  Newton  County 
Academy;  Anthony  Huddleston,  Union;  and  assistant  coach  Jennifer  Cooper.  Not  pictured  is  Michael  Holbert  of  Morton. 


Receive  post  season  honors 


Receiving  various  post-season  honors  are  these  East  Central  Community  College  football  players  who  include,  seated 
from  left,  wide  receiver  David  Martin  of  Crowley,  La.,  first  team  All  State;  punter  Jason  Cain  of  Chunky,  All  Region 
23  and  first  team  All  State;  kicker  Antony  Phipps  of  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  second  team  All  State;  defensive  tackle  Lloyd 
Jones  of  Oak  Ridge,  Tenn.,  second  team  All  State;  cornerback  Eddie  Hunt  of  Louisville,  second  team  All  State;  and 
free  safety  Dale  Rushing  of  Forest,  second  team  All  State.  Standing,  from  left,  are  players  receiving  honorable  men- 
tion recognition  who  include  offensive  tackle  Chris  Walker  and  guard  Kairi  Sanders,  both  of  Tuscaloosa,  Ala.;  quarter- 
back Todd  Vowell  of  Louisville;  fullback  James  McGee  of  Carnesville,  Ga.;  and  strong  safety  Donald  Hardin  of 
Philadelphia.  Not  pictured  are  center  Mark  West  of  Forest,  second  team  All  State,  and  honorable  mention  selections 
wide  receiver  Daryl  Hughes  of  Louisille,  linebacker  Shawn  Mitchell  of  Atlanta,  Ga.  and  strong  safety  Pervis  Holmes 
of  Louisville. 


1993-94  Diamond 
Girls  off  to  a 
good  start 

By  JOL1E  EUBANKS 

The  four  basic  things  needed  for 
Warrior  baseball  are  ball,  gats, 
gloves,  and  girls.  The  Warrior 
baseball  team  just  would  not  be 
complete  without  the  Diamond 
Girls. 

The  1993-94  Diamond  Girls  are 
getting  off  to  a good  start  “They  got 
the  feel  of  what  being  a East  Cen- 
tral Diamond  Girl  was  like  in  the 
final  practice  game  of  the  fall,”  said 
captain  Jill  Graham.  ‘’They  worked 
the  dug  outs,  chased  fly  balls,  and 
cleaned  up  the  field  after  the  game,” 
stated  Graham. 

Jill  Graham  is  a sophomore  from 
Neshoba  Central  in  Philadelphia. 
She  was  a Diamond  Girl  last  year, 
and  will  be  serving  as  captain  for 
the  1993-94  squad.  She  is  very  active 
in  East  Central.  She  is  a Centralette, 
member  of  Mu  Alpha  Theta,  SBA  of- 
ficer, and  on  the  president’s  council. 

Pam  Boatner,  also  a returning 
Diamond  Girl,  is  from  Carthage. 
Pam  will  be  serving  as  co-captain  of 
the  1993-94  squad.  Pam  is  also  very 
active  on  campus.  She  is  a football 
cheerleader,  basketball  cheerleader, 
and  a member  of  the  fashion  squad. 
These  two  girls  hope  to  work 
together  to  make  the  Diamond  Girls 
the  best  ever. 

Last,  but  not  least,  is  Mrs.  Audry 
Clark.  “Miss  Audrey”  is  the  Dia- 
mond Girl  sponsor.  She  does  a great 
job  of  getting  the  girls  together.  The 
squad  wouldn’t  be  the  same  without 
the  help  of  this  wonderful  lady. 

There  are  many  fundraisers  held 
each  year  by  the  Diamond  Girls  to 
support  the  baseball  team.  Very 
soon  the  girls  will  start  having  many 
of  their  fundraisers.  The  Diamond 
Girls  would  like  for  everyone  to 
come  out  and  support  them  at  these 
events  as  they  try  to  make  Warrior 
baseball  the  best.  All  of  the  money 
the  girls  earn  goes  strictly  to  the 
baseball  team.  Last  year  the  1992-93 
Diamond  Girls  earned  $500  and  pur- 
chased the  black  net  accross  the  out- 
field fence  at  the  baseball  field. 

“There  is  a lot  of  time  and  respon- 
sibility that  goes  along  with  being  a 
Diamond  Girl,”  said  captain  Jill 
Graham.  The  Diamond  Girls  are 
responsible  for  many  things  on  and 
off  the  field.  They  have  to  earn  their 
share  of  money  by  fundraisers,  rake 
the  field,  keep  the  dug  outs  clean, 
chase  fly  balls,  work  the  concession 
stand,  clean  up  after  each  home 
game,  and  pick  up  bats. 

This  year  the  girls  are  very  ex- 
cited and  hope  to  make  this  year  a 
successful  one.  The  Diamond  Girls 
would  like  to  wish  the  Warrior 
baseball  team  and  Coach  Clark  the 
best  of  luck  in  the  1993-94  season. 


ECCC  softball  signee 

A recent  edition  to  the  East  Central  Community  College  women’s  softball  team 
is  freshman  Tawanna  Carter,  left,  of  Union,  shown  signing  a scholarship  in 
the  presence  of  her  mother,  Paula.  The  Lady  Warriors  began  softball  com- 
petition last  spring  and  posted  eight  wins  under  first-year  coach  Mike  Ander- 
son. The  1994  campaign  gets  under  way  in  early  March. 


EUBANKS 

Auto  Sales  & 
Wrecker  Sales 

Louisville,  MS  39339 

Business  Phone  773-9327  Shot  Eubanks 
If  no  answer  773-3924  Ronnie  Eubanks 
or  773  8996 


1993  Basketball  Schedule 

Nov.  5 

Mississippi  Delta 

There 

8 

East  Mississippi 

There 

12 

Jones  Tournament 

There 

13 

Jones  Tournament 

There 

17 

East  Miss.  Tournament 

There 

18 

East  Miss.  Tournament 

There 

20 

Holmes 

Home 

22 

East  Mississippi 

Home 

30 

Southwest 

Home 

Dec.  2 

Jones 

There 

6 

Co-Lin 

There 

9 

Gulf  Coast 

Home 

Ian.  7 

ECCC  Tourney  vs  Delta 

Home 

8 

ECCC  Tourney  vs  Itawamba 

Home 

10 

Pearl  River 

There 

15 

Holmes 

There 

18 

Hinds 

Home 

20 

Southwest 

There 

24 

Jones 

Home 

27 

Co-Lin 

Home 

31 

Gulf  Coast 

There 

Feb.  3 

Pearl  River 

Home 

10 

Hinds 

There 

14-17 

South  Division  Tournament 

TBA 

21  & 22 

State  Tournament 

TBA 

Feb.  29- 

Region  23  -Tournament 

TBA 

March  3 
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ECCC  all-stars 

These  East  Central  Community  College  football  players  were  selected  to  participate  in  the  annual  Mississippi  Com- 
munity and  Junior  College  All-Star  Classic  which  was  held  on  Dec.  4 at  Northeast  Mississippi  Community  College 
in  Booneville  at  Keenum  Stadium.  East  Central  All-Stars  are,  seated  from  left,  quarterback  Todd  Vowell,  Louisville; 
free  safety  Dale  Rushing,  Forest;  defensive  tackle  Lloyd  Jones,  Oak  Ridge,  Tenn.;  and  standing,  from  left,  wide  receiver 
David  Martin,  Crowley,  La.  and  punter  Jason  Cain,  Ghunky.  For  the  first  time,  watches  were  awarded  to  all  All-Star 
players  and  coaches. 


Win  flag  football  title 

They  called  themselves  Slo-Motion  but  obviously  discovered  a faster  gear  as  the  above  East  Central  Community 
College  students  soared  to  the  intramural  flag  football  championship  following  recent  tournament  competition.  Com- 
posed mostly  of  Leake  countians,  Slo-Motion  also  posted  a perfect  11-0  record.  Team  members  include,  kneeling 
from  left,  Dan  Young,  Carthage;  Brad  Shedd,  Sandhill;  Jason  Callahan,  Carthage;  Brett  Denson,  Lena;  and  stan- 
ding, from  left,  Jeff  Risher,  Carthage;  Scott  King,  Walnut  Grove;  Jason  Manuel,  Kosciusko;  and  Josh  Ray,  Carthage. 
Not  pictured  are  Tony  Blackstack,  Kosciusko  and  Kip  Wilcher,  Carthage. 


Roundball  champs! 

Winning  first  place  honors  in  the  Schick  three-on-three  basketball  competition  held  at  East  Central  Community  Col- 
lege were  the  “Oreos,”  a team  composed  of,  from  left,  Kelvin  Lyons  of  Decatur,  and  Bobby  Ryals  and  Keith  Dailey, 
both  of  Louisville.  The  Oreos  posted  a perfect  6-0  mark  in  the  10-team  tournament,  and  had  a 9-1  regular  season 
record.  By  winning  the  ECCC  competition,  the  Oreos  also  qualify  for  regional  play  scheduled  later  this  year. 


ECCC  Lady  Warriors 

Members  of  the  East  Central'Community  College  women’s  basketball  team  for  the  1993-94  campaign  include,  first 
row,  from  left,  manager  Maria  Riley,  Walnut  Grove;  Sara  Hollingsworth,  Philadelphia;  J.  J.  Moorehead,  Union;  Genia 
Griffin.  Morton;  Kitty  Thrash,  Sebastopol;  Rena  Reed,  Forest;  second  from  left,  trainer  Mark  Crowson,  Noxapater; 
manager  Cyntia  Ellis,  Hickory;  Carla  Leflore,  Carthage;  Wilma  Cooksey,  Lake;  Jamala  Odom,  Forest;  Cassandra 
King,  Lake;  manager  Dana  Mouton,  Erath,  La.;  and,  third  row,  from  left,  Memory  Hunter,  Philadelphia;  LaDonna  Robin- 
son, Forest;  Dane  Vance,  Philadelphia;  Monica  Davis,  Banks,  Ark.;  Evelyn  Nelson,  Forest;  and  Nikki  Ross,  Carthage 
Not  pictured  is  trainer  Amy  Pace  of  Decatur.  The  Lady  Warriors  are  coached  by  Sammy  Pace. 


Life  in  the  fast  lane  — commuter’s  choice 


League  runners-up 


The  “A  Team"  captured  second  place  honors  in  the  intramural  flag  football  competition  at  East  Central  Community 
College.  Team  members  include,  kneeling  from  left,  James  Murphy,  Carthage;  Keith  Dailey,  Louisville;  Jason  Green, 
Carthage;  Greg  McGarrity,  Sebastopol;  and  standing  from  left,  Cory  Fisher,  Carthage;  Jason  Green,  Sebastopol; 
Jim  Kemp  and  Phillip  Blackwell,  both  of  Carthage;  Wade  Phillips,  Union;  Shane  Phillips,  Carthage;  and  Derrick  Lov- 
ing, Louisville.  The  “A  Team”  finished  the  season  with  a 9-2  record. 

EC  students  named  to  Who’s  Who 


By  EDITH  VOWELL  and 
SANDRA  MOORE 


Three  days  a week,  we  arise  by 
around  5:30  a.m  in  order  to  be  on  the 
road  to  ECCC  by  7 a.m.  We  want  to 
be  sitting  in  our  first  period  class  by 
8 a.m.  Although  the  drive  from 
Leake  County  shouldn’t  take  more 
than  45  minutes,  we  know  that  we 
will  likely  overtake  or  meet  at  least 
two  or  three  school  buses  between 
Sunrise  and  Philadelphia.  Either 
way,  that  means  more  than  one  stop 
to  allow  for  loading  of  school 
children  onto  buses. 

A sense  of  humor  is  helpful  at 
some  of  the  stops.  For  instance, 
there  is  one  stop  at  which  we  get 
either  amused  or  annoyed,  depen- 
ding on  whether  we  are  on  time  or 
running  late  that  particular  day.  As 
we  wait  for  all  the  children  from  that 
house  who  are  going  to  school  that 
day  to  pour  out  of  the  door  (in 
groups  of  two  or  three  at  the  time) 
we  are  reminded  of  the  comic  por- 
tion of  circus  acts  in  which  endless 
streams  of  clowns  climb  out  of  a tiny 
car  which  looks  just  big  enough  to 
hold  maybe  two  men  ...  Just  when 
we  are  satisfied  that  the  last  one  is 
about  to  board  the  bus,  invariably 
another  child  or  two  will  venture 
forth  and  amble  toward  the  open  bus 
door.  Finally,  we  are  ready  to  move. 
We  proceed  for  about  150  yards  and 
on  go  the  lights  and  out  comes  the 
stop  flag  for  the  next  rider. 

Why  do  we,  and  other  students, 
spend  hours  each  week  on  the  road 
to  and  from  Decatur?  As  non- 
traditional  students,  our  personal 
reasons  for  commuting  include  our 
homes  and  family  responsibilities. 
We  surveyed  a number  of  other  com- 
muters and  asked  for  their  com- 
ments concerning  the  advantages 
vs.  disadvantages  of  commuting, 
and  found  that  the  most  popular 
reason  for  commuting  is  being  able 
to  retain  the  comforts  of  home  - i.e. 
eating  home-cooked  meals  and 
sleeping  in  one’s  own  bed.  However, 
some  students  complained  that  not 
living  on  campus  and  only  coming 
to  school  for  classes  makes  develop- 
ing camaraderie  with  one’s 
classmates  more  difficult  than  for  a 
student  who  lives  on  campus.  Then 
there  is  the  advantage  of  being  ac- 
tive in  one’s  own  community,  but 


this  is  countered  by  missing  out  on 
many  campus  activities. 

Melandy  Thomas  Henry  and  An- 
na Smith  agreed  that  they  like  stu- 
dying in  the  quietness  of  their 
homes,  but  find  that  when  they  need 
to  do  research,  they  have  no  library 
close  at  hand.  They,  as  well  as  others 
surveyed,  mentioned  such  things  as 
being  home  with  a spouse  and/or 
children  as  definite  advantages. 
However,  jobs  in  ones  community  is 
another  reason  for  some  to  com- 
mute. Earl  Wilson,  for  instance,  is 
self-employed  and  is  able  to  split 
school  responsibilities  with  work 
responsibilities.  He  also  finds  his 
drive  to  and  from  Forest  each  day 
relaxing,  because  he  likes  listening 
to  his  favorite  music  cassettes  as  he 
drives.  Short  distance  commuters 


By  MICHELE  COLVIN 

Burt  Strait,  a 38-year-old  student 
from  Eagle  River,  Alaska,  is  atten- 
ding ECCC  this  semester.  He  is  ma- 
joring in  education  and  language. 
His  wife,  Annette,  is  attending  MCC, 
majoring  in  dental  hygiene.  Burt 
and  Annette  have  three  children, 
ages  3,  4,  and  6.  They  came  to  the 
“Lower  48”,  (which  is  what  the 
Alaskans  call  the  continental  U.  S.) 
to  visit  their  parents  and  to  finish 
their  education. 

Burt  wants  to  teach  school  in 
Alaska,  where  the  salary  ranges 
from  $40,000-$50,000  per  year.  He 
plans  to  use  his  flying  experience  to 
fly  to  the  different  remote  schools  in 
the  district,  so  he  can  take  advan- 
tage of  his  love  of  teaching  and  fly- 
ing, also.  Burt  stated  that  “96 
percent  of  travel  in  Alaska  is  by  air.” 

In  Alaska,  Burt  worked  in  con- 
structing oil  field  pads  and  roads. 
He  said  minimum  wage  in  Alaska  is 
$5  per  hour,  but  the  cost  of  living  is 
higher  there  compared  to  the  cost  in 
Mississippi.  For  example,  the  cost  of 
milk  in  Alaska,  which  is  produced  by 
the  state-owned  dairy,  (the  only 
dairy  in  Alaska ) is  $3.50  a gallon.  In 
Alaska  the  state  does  assist  in  the 


like  Charity  McDowell  from  Union, 
find  it  convenient  to  be  near  home 
in  the  event  of  sudden  illness.  She 
likes  the  fact  that  she  can  be  home 
in  her  own  bed  in  a matter  of 
minutes  if  she  becomes  ill.  or  even 
if  she  just  gets  exhausted  Not  the 
least  of  the  reasons  for  commuting 
is  the  fact  that  it  significantly  lowers 
the  cost  of  schooling,  particularly  if 
one  lives  nearby. 

Although  some  students  drive  to 
and  from  school  or  live  on  campus 
out  of  necessity,  we  discovered  that 
most  students  arrive  at  their  deci- 
sion based  on  whichever  arrange- 
ment is  most  convenient  for  their 
particular  situation.  We  found  that 
whatever  the  choice,  each  has  its  ad- 
vantages and  disadvantages. 


cost  of  living  by  giving  each  family 
member  $976  per  year  for  residen- 
cy in  Alaska. 

Burt  informed  me  that  there  were 
many  different  nationalities  living 
in  Alaska;  Russians,  native 
Americans,  Germans,  Canadians, 
and  Scandinavians  just  to  name  a 
few. 

Native  of  Alaska  are  reserved  at 
first  in  nature,  until  they  get  to  know 
and  trust  you.  People  of  Alaska  re- 
ly on  each  other  for  day  to  day  sur- 
vival. In  large  towns  they  have  many 
grocery  stores  and  shopping  malls, 
but  remote  areas  depend  on  mainly 
the  survival  from  the  land  like  hun- 
ting moose,  caribou,  elk,  and  from 
fishing. 

Burt  has  seen  many  interesting 
things  in  Alaska,  including  the 
“Northern  Lights”,  which  Burt  and 
others  tell  newcomers  to  the  area 
are  migrating  fireflies  from  the  Nor- 
thpole.  He  has  also  seen  migrating 
caribou  herds  which  were  miles  in 
length.  His  goal  is  to  beat  the 
Alaskan  state  record  for  Halibut 
fish,  which  is  362  pounds. 

Burt  and  his  family  plan  to  return 
to  Alaska  in  December  or  June 
when  they  have  finished  their 
education. 


The  1994  edition  of  Who’s  Who 
Among  Students  in  American 
Junior  Colleges  will  include  the 
names  of  41  students  from  East  Cen- 
tral Community  College  who  have 
been  selected  as  national  outstan- 
ding campus  leaders. 

Campus  nominating  committees 
and  editors  of  the  annual  directory 
have  included  the  names  of  these 
students  based  on  their  academic 
achievement,  services  to  the  com- 
munity, leadership  in  extracur- 
ricular activities  and  potential  for 
continued  success. 

They  join  an  elite  group  of 
students  from  more  than  1400  in- 
stitutions of  higher  learning  in  all  50 
states,  the  District  of  Columbia  and 


several  foreign  nations. 

Outstanding  students  have  been 
honored  in  the  annual  directory 
since  it  was  first  published  in  1934. 

Students  named  this  year  from 
East  Central  Community  College 
are:  Laura  Dean  Anthony,  Mandi 
Elizabeth  Bates,  Marley  Shea  Grif- 
fin, John  Elliot  Herrington,  Yancy 
Kay  Mason,  Leigh  Ann  Perdeye, 
Lana  Jill  Willis,  all  of  Philadelphia ; 
Mary  Foster  Ashford,  Leighanne 
Livingston,  Everett  Todd  Vowell, 
Robert  Clayton  Ward,  Joyce  Fasha 
Wells,  all  of  Louisville;  Stephen 
Wayne  Burton,  Jamie  M.  Crapse, 
Amy  Teresa  Pace,  Amy  Claire  Ser- 
vice, Derrick  Paul  Tucker,  all  of 
Decatur;  Jason  Charles  Cain  of 


Chunky;  Cindy  Gay  Callahan, 
Robert  Blaine  Morris,  Pamela 
Michelle  Perkins,  Robert  S.  Tadlock, 
all  of  Forest;  Sharon  Kay  Eldridge 
of  Dekalb;  James  Mark  Fanning  of 
Hickory;  Marsha  D.  Graham,  Don- 
nie Allen  Massey  of  Union; 
Clemario  J.  Jenkins  of  Lake;  Carla 
Renee  Leflore,  Marcus  La-Shawn 
Mann,  Sandra  A.  Moore,  Jennifer 
Gail  Richmond,  Anna  Babb  Smith, 
Cotina  Annette  Lynch  of  Noxapater; 
Charles  Larry  Miller  of  Newton; 
Jessica  Jillene  Myers  of  Conehatta; 
Dana  Cherie  Pope,  Melandy  Leann 
Thomas  of  Lena;  Kimberly  Ann 
Reel  of  Preston;  John  Edwards 
Stansbury  of  Morton;  and  Jamie 
Lee  Morrow  of  Harvey,  La. 


Students  Kevin  Nelson  and  Mike  Hammack  study  the  displays  at  a recent  student  art  show. 

ECCC  art  students  exhibit  works 


ECCC  guest  speaker 

Dr.  Stan  Clark,  an  accounting  instructor  at  the  University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  was  a recent  guest  speaker  at 
East  Central  Community  College  is  shown  talking  to  students  in  Mrs.  Roberta  Holt’s  accounting  class.  Dr.  Clark, 
an  ECCC  alumnus,  has  been  a faculty  member  at  USM  since  receiving  his  Ph.D.  in  accounting  from  the  University 
of  Kentucky  in  1991.  He  was  named  USM  Business  Department  Faculty  Member  of  the  Year  for  the  1992-93  term. 
In  addition  to  his  classroom  and  recruiting  duties,  Dr.  Clark  has  also  had  several  articles  published  in  The  National 
Public  Accountant,  The  Ohio  CPA  Journal  and  The  CPA  Journal.  He  recently  conducted  a seminar  for  the 
Beta  Alpha  Psi  School  of  Professional  Accountancy  on  the  USM  campus.  His  parents  are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Clark 
of  Decatur. 


ECCC  announces  evening  schedule 


By  CHRIS  KEMP 

ECCC’s  annual  Freshman  and 
Sophomore  Art  Exhibit  took  place 
Thursday,  Nov.  11  at  6 p.m.  The  ex- 
hibit preceeded  the  Dinner  Theatre 
and  provided  guests  with  a con- 
structive way  to  pass  time  before  the 
play  started,  which  happened  to  be 
a glimpse  into  the  creative  minds  of 
the  art  students. 

The  exhibit,  which  was  originally 
intended  to  contain  at  least  three 
works  from  each  of  the  10  students, 
grew  to  contain  a whopping  60 


BAPTIST  STUDENT 
UNION 

We  are  excited  to  say  that  we  are 
starting  next  semester  two  “lunch 
encounter”  sessions.  One  will  be  on 
Wednesday  during  fifth  period  and 
the  other  will  be  Thursday  during 
“C”  period.  Also  starting  back  up 
this  year  will  be  the  student-led  bi- 
ble  studies  in  the  dorms.  If  you  are 
interested  in  leading  one  of  these 
bibles  studies  contact  Tim  Glaze, 
Katie  Roper,  or  Jimmy  Gibbs. 
Thanks  to  the  kind  hearts  of  all 
Council  members  Jimmy  Gibbs  and 
Debbie  Clark  were  added  to  the 
Council.  This  makes  the  Council 
listing  as  follows:  Katie  Roper 
(President),  John  Stansbury  (Heart 
Sounds),  Stacey  Davis  (Fine  Arts), 
Marsha  Graham  (Social  Coor- 
dinator), Carla  Glenn  and  Jo  Ann 
Williams  (Missions),  Jimmy  Gibbs 
(Bible  Studies),  Feliccia  Howard 
(B.S.F.  President),  Kelly  Jackson, 
Tim  Glaze  (Director). 

WESLEY 

FOUNDATION 

The  Wesley  Foundation  will  be 
picking  back  up  next  semester  with 
the  Thursday  morning  “Devo’s”.  We 
hope  that  all  of  you  will  join  us.  We 
meet  in  the  Magnolia  Room  at  7 
a.m.  We  will  be  interested  in  doing 
an  evening  bible  study  for  those  of 
you  who  “Just  can’t  get  up”  in  the 
morning.  If  you  have  any  questions 
or  comments  feel  free  to  contact  the 
Rev.  Rick  Brooks  (sponsor)  or  Jim- 
my Gibbs  (President).- 

PBL  UPDATE 

By  JOYCE  WELLS 

Two  members  • of  PBL  were 
among  those  attending  the  National 


pieces  of  art.  Several  pieces  were 
added  later  by  Monte  Robinson,  who 
was  a late-comer  and  plans  to  pur- 
sue an  art  career. 

A multitude  of  styles  and 
mediums  from  acrylic  to  watercolor 
and  pencil  to  pastel  were  present  at 
the  show.  Some  of  the  works  includ- 
ed abstract  renderings  of  portraits 
and  everyday  scenes,  highly  lifelike 
pencil  drawings,  oil  and  acrylic 
landscape  painting,  watercolor 
wildlife  and  landscapes,  and  many 
others.  The  show  lasted  from  6-8 


Southern  Fall  Leadership  Con- 
ference in  Charlotte,  N.C.  in 
November.  These  students  were 
Christy  Shettles  and  Melissa 
Winham.  Competive  event  report 
writing,  Project  H.E.L.P.  and  Cam- 
paigning Techniques  were  among 
topics  presented  in  workshop  ses- 


p.m.  and  a steady  stream  of  visitors 
viewed  the  artwork  and  enjoyed  the 
refreshments  available. 

The  entire  show  was  a collective 
effort  of  the  students,  who  included 
Anthony  Morgan,  Natalie  Nowell, 
Eric  Adcock,  Simon  Fargier,  Jannie 
Fulton,  Chris  Kemp,  Larry  Miller, 

Dawn  Pugh,  Jason  Walker,  Frances 
Williamson,  Monte  Robinson  and  art 
instructor  Bruce  Guraedy.  Weeks  of 
drawing,  painting,  framing  and 
matting  paid  off  in  the  end  as  the 
whole  show  was  a success. 


sions.  There  were  also  a number  of 
motivational  speakers  on  program 
for  the  conference. 

PBL  students  sold  Pizza  Hut 
Passport  cards  in  order  to  raise 
money  for  the  State  Leadership  Con- 
ference in  Jackson  to  be  held  in 
March. 


Over  100  courses  are  included  in 
East  Central  Community  College’s 
evening  class  schedule  for  the  1994 
spring  semester,  announced  Gene 
Davis,  director  of  Adult  and  Conti- 
nuing Education. 

Davis  said  an  extensive  list  of 
classes  are  planned  throughout  East 
Central’s  district,  which  includes 
Leake,  Neshoba,  Newton,  Scott  and 
Winston  counties. 

Class  location  and  registration  in- 
formation includes  the  following: 

Decatur 

Registration  for  academic  and 
technical  classes  offered  on  the 
Decatur  campus  will  be  held  at  6:30 
p.m.  Monday,  Jan.  10,  in  Newton 
Hall,  Room  60. 

Course  offerings  include  Prin- 
ciples of  Accounting  II,  Principles  of 
Economics  I,  *Intro  to  Computers, 
American  History  I,  Word  Process- 
ing I,  Keyboarding,  Engineering 
Mechanics,  Administration  of 
Preschool  Programs,  English  Com- 
position II. 

Principles  of  CAD,  ’Child  Develop- 
ment IV,  Electronic  Drafting,  Nutri- 
tion, Child  Psychology,  College 
Algebra,  *Anatomy  and  Physiology 
II,  Desktop  Publishing,  Intro  to 
Computer  Concepts,  Calculus  I, 
American  National  Government, 
English  Literature  II,  English  Com- 
position I,  Oral  Communications, 
Database  Management,  First  Aid, 
Document  Formatting,  Document 
Production. 

*General  Biology  I,  Word  Process- 
ing II,  ^Digital  Electronics,  Legal 
Environment  of  Business,  Ceramics 

I,  Advanced  CAD,  General 
Psychology,  Child  Nutrition  and 
Health  Care,  Electronic  Spread- 
sheet (Lotus  1-2-3),  General  Biology 

II,  English  Composition  I, 
Developmental  Algebra,  General 
Psychology,  American  History  II, 
Microcomputer  Applications,  Art 
Appreciation  and  Intro  to  Sociology. 
(*meets  from  6 to  10  p.m.) 

Registration  for  vocational 
classes  offered  for  CEU  credit  is 
scheduled  at  6 p.m.  Monday,  Jan.  10, 
in  room  403  of  the  Bradford  J. 
Tucker  Applied  Technology  Center. 

Course  offerings  include  Auto 
Mechanics,  Auto  Body  and  Fender, 
Basic  Electricity,  Woodworking, 
Machine  Shop,  Welding,  Refrigera- 
tion and  Air  Conditioning,  and  EMT. 

Carthage 

Registration  for  evening  classes 
scheduled  in  Carthage  will  be  held 
at  6:30  p.m.  Tuesday,  Jan.  11  at  the 
Carthage/Leake  County  Vocational- 
Technical  Center. 

Course  offerings  include  English 
Composition  II,  English  Literature 
II.  Oral  Communication,  Word  Pro- 
cessing I,  American  History  I,  Col- 
lege Algebra,  American  National 
Government,  General  Psychology, 
Electronic  Spreadsheet  (Lotus 
1-2-3),  Art  Appreciation  and  Intro  to 
Sociology. 

Philadelphia 

Registration  for  evening  classes 
scheduled  in  Philadelphia  will  be 
held  at  6:30  p.m..  Tuesday.  Jan.  11 
at  the  Philadelphia/Neshoba  Coun- 
ty Vocational-Technical  Center. 

Course  offerings  include  College 
Algebra,  English  Composition  II, 
Trigonometry,  Electronic  Spread- 
sheet (Lotus  1-2-3).  General 
Psychology,  American  History  II, 
American  Literature  II.  Principles 
of  Accounting  II,  American  National 
Government,  Intro  to  Computer 
Concepts,  Art  Appreciation  and  In- 
tro to  Sociology. 

Louisville 

Registration  for  evening  classes 
scheduled  at  Lousiville  will  be  held 
at  6:30  p.m.  Wednesday.  Jan  12  at 
the  Louisville/Winston  County 
Vocational-Technical  Center. 

Course  offerings  include  Intro  to 
Computer  Concepts,  English  Com- 
position II,  American  Literature  I. 

Trigonometry.  ’General  Biology  II. 

College  Algebra.  American  Na- 


tional Government,  General 
Psychology,  American  History  II, 
Electronic  Spreadsheet  (Lotus 
1-2-3),  Personal  and  Community 
Health,  Oral  Communication.  Word 
Processing  I,  Art  Appreciation  and 
Intro  to  Sociology.  ( ’meets  I mm  6 to 
10  p.m. ) 

Noxapater 

Registration  for  College  Algebra 
i only  course  offered)  will  be  held  at 
4:00  p.m.  Tuesday,  Jan.  18  at  Nox- 
apater High  School 

Choctaw  Reservation 

Registration  for  evening  classes 
scheduled  at  the  Choctaw  Reserva- 
tion will  be  held  at  the  school  facili- 
ty at  6:30  p.m.  Thursday.  Jan.  13. 

Course  offerings  include 
American  History  I.  College 
Algebra,  Developmental  English, 
English  Composition  I.  Drawing  I, 
Drawing  II,  General  Psychology.  In- 
termediate Algebra,  English  Com- 
position II,  Word  Processing  II,  Art 
Appreciation  and  Intro  to  Sociology. 

Forest 

Registration  for  evening  classes 
scheduled  at  the  Forest/Scott  Coun- 
ty Vocational-Technical  Center  will 
be  held  at  6:30  p.m.  Wednesday,  Jan. 


By  JODI  CRAVEN 

The  MS/LA  Regional  Phi  Theta 
Kappa  Convention  was  held  recent- 
ly in  Biloxi  on  the  Jeff  Davis  Cam- 
pus of  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast 
Community  College.  Those  atten- 
ding from  East  Central  Communi- 
ty College  were  Dr.  Shelby  Harris, 
Mrs.  Anne  Burkes,  Cindy  Callahan, 
Robert  Morris,  Derrick  Tucker, 
Sharon  Eldridge,  and  Jessica 
Myers.  While  at  the  convention 
several  activities  were  held  such  as 
programs  on  current  honors  topic, 
skits  on  current  honors  topic,  elec- 
tion of  officers,  costume  party,  tour 
of  Beauvior,  College  Recruitment 
Fair  and  an  awards  luncheon. 

Dr.  Shelby  Harris  received  the 
Bennie  Warren  Outstanding  Advisor 
Award.  This  award  is  presented  to 
the  advisor  in  the  MS/LA  Region 
who  best  exemplifies  the 
characteristics  of  a PTK  advisor  by 


Preparation  is  underway  for  the 
implementation  of  the  newest  pro- 
gram in  the  health  related  field  at 
East  Central.  Fall  Semester  of  1994 
will  find  the  Associate  Degree  Nur- 
sing Program  fully  operational.  The 
program  will  be  under  the  very 
capable  direction  of  Mrs.  Nancy 
Harris. 

Although  students  will  not  be 
enrolled  in  the  program  until  the 
Fall  semester,  Mrs.  Harris  has  been 
hard  at  work  getting  the  program 
off  the  drawing  board.  She  has  work- 
ed very  diligently  with  the  ad- 
ministration in  developing  a course 
of  study  and  standards  for  admis- 
sion into  the  program,  both  of  which 
have  been  approved.  A mailing  list 
of  persons  interested  in  acceptance 
into  the  program  has  been  compil- 
ed and  they  have  received  informa- 
tion and  admission  requirements. 

Mrs.  Harris  stated  that  there  will 
be  four  academic  pre-requisites  for 
admission  into  the  program  which 
include  Anatomy  and  Physiology  I 
and  II,  Intermediate  Algebra  or 
higher,  and  microcomputer  applica- 
tions. After  completing  the  course  of 
study  for  this  program  a graduate 
should  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
State  Board  of  Nursing  to  write  the 


12  at  the  Vo-Tech  facility. 

Course  offerings  include 
American  Literature  I,  American 
History  I,  Trigonometry,  Oral  Com- 
munication I,  Art  Appreciation  and, 
Intro  to  Sociology. 

Morton 

Registration  for  evening  classes 
scheduled  at  Morton  High  School 
will  be  held  at  6:30  p.m.  Wednesday, 
Jan.  12  at  the  Forest/Scott  County 
Vocational-Technical  Center. 

Course  offerings  include  College 
Algebra  and  American  National 
Government. 

Additional  Information 

Registration  for  evening  classes 
.will  continue  through  Friday,  Jan. 
12. 

The  cost  per  academic  semester 
is  $50,  which  is  non-refundable  after 
the  class  has  met  for  the  first  time. 
Cost  per  academic  CEU  is  $25.  All 
classes  meet  from  6:30  to  9:30  p.m. 
unless  otherwise  stated. 

Additional  information  can  be  ob- 
tained by  contacting  the  Office  of 
Adult  and  Continuing  Education, 
East  Central  Community  College, 
Decatur,  Mississippi  39327,  Phone 
635-2111,  ext.  279. 


1994  Spring  advance 
registration  underway 

Steps  to  be  taken 

Step  I:  Students  will  report  to  their  advisors  to  plan  their 
schedule.  The  advisor,  with  input  from  the  student,  will  plan  the 
schedule,  record  it  on  the  transaction  sheet,  and  sign  it. 

Step  II:  Each  student  will  report  to  the  Financial  Aid  Office  if 
any  financial  aid  is  to  be  received. 

Step  III:  Each  student  will  report  to  the  Admissions  Office  for 
the  schedule  to  be  entered  into  the  computer. 

Step  IV:  The  student  will  then  go  to  the  Business  Office  to  com- 
plete advance  registration. 

Step  V:  Students  will  attend  their  regular  classes  beginning 
Wednesday,  January  12,  1994. 

The  student  who  completes  advance  registration  will  not  have 
to  report  back  to  school  until  Wednesday,  January  12,  1994,  to 
begin  regular  classes.  To  be  able  to  complete  advance  registra- 
tion, a student  must  have  the  following  financial  resources 
available. 

Day  student:  $500 

Dormitory  student:  $1,415 

This  fee  may  be  met  with  any  type  financial  aid  that  was 
available  first  semester  such  as  scholarships,  grants,  loans,  etc. 

If  a student  has  1/2  of  the  amount  stated  above  ($250  for  com- 
muters and  $707.  for  dormitory  students),  he/she  can  advance 
register  and  report  back  to  the  Bradford  J.  Tucker  Applied 
Technology  Center  on  Monday.  Jan.  10.  1994.  to  complete  the 
payment  of  fees. 


Phi  Theta  Kappa  awards 
Theta  Xi  Chapter 


ADN  program  update 


serving  as  the  catalyst  of  the 
chapter  and  providing  the  perspec- 
tive from  which  his/her  chapter 
functions. 

Sharon  Eldridge  was  also  in- 
ducted into  the  Order  of  the  Golden 
Key.  This  honor  is  given  to  one 
member  per  chapter  who  shows 
evidence  of  participation  in  all 
aspects  of  a chapter  and  who 
adheres  to  the  Society’s  four 
hallmarks. 

The  Five  Star  Level  was  presented 
to  Theta  Xi  Chapter  in  recognition 
of  the  chapter’s  attainment  of  their 
goal  as  described  in  the  Five  Star 
Chapter  Development  Program. 
The  Five  Star  Level  is  the  highest 
recognition  that  a chapter  can 
receive.  The  name  of  Theta  Xi 
Chapter  will  be  featured  in  the  An- 
nual Awards  Presentation  Program 
to  be  distributed  at  the  Annual  In- 
ternational Convention  in  Anaheim, 
Calif.,  in  April  1994. 


National  Council  Licensure  Ex- 
amination for  Registered  Nurses. 
Most  course  work  can  also  be  ap- 
plied toward  a bachelor’s  degree  in 
nursing  at  a senior  institution.  Mrs. 
Harris  said,  “These  students  are  not 
being  trained  to  be  nurse  managers; 
they  are  being  trained  to  be  staff 
nurses.” 

Currently  offices  are  being 
readied  for  the  teaching  and  ad- 
ministrative staff  of  the  new  pro- 
gram. These  will  be  located  on  the 
second  floor  of  Newton  Hall.  EC  ex- 
pects to  hire  four  instructors  for  the 
program  for  the  Spring  semester. 
Mrs.  Harris  has  also  been  busy  ac- 
quiring equipment  needed  for  the 
program. 

Students  will  be  accepted  into  the 
program  based  on  several  criteria 
including  an  entrance  examination 
score,  academic  background,  ACT 
score,  and  a personal  interview.  The 
long,  tedious  task  of  sorting  through 
applications  and  selecting  the  30  to 
33  students  who  will  be  admitted  in- 
to the  program  will  begin  Spring 
semester. 

For  more  information  concerning 
the  program  contact  Director  Nan- 
cy Harris  at  635-2111,  ext.  293. 


ECCC  performers 

Members  of  the  Ac’cents,  a vocal  ensemble  composed  of  East  Central  Community  College  students,  include,  seated 
from  left,  Cindy  Callahan  of  Forest,  Gwen  Burton  of  Decatur,  Christie  Butts  of  Chunky  and,  standing  from  left,  Mat- 
thew Howell  of  Walnut  Grove,  Kelly  Keeton  of  Morton,  Jason  Davidson  of  Union,  Christen  McLain  of  Philadelphia 
and  Michael  Roberts  of  Morton.  Directed  by  Charles  Hinson,  the  popular  entertainers  perform  not  only  on  the  Decatur 
campus  but  also  for  various  civic  and  community  programs  throughout  the  college’s  five-county  district.  To  arrange 
for  a performance  by  the  Ac’cents,  contact  Mr.  Hinson  at  635-2111,  ext.  225. 
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Learning  CPR  techniques 


ECCC  scholarship  recipient 


Bobby  Tadlock  of  Forest,  a sophomore  at  East  Central  Community  College,  is  shown  administering  life-saving  techni- 
ques to  an  adult  “model”  under  the  watchful  eyes  of  CPR  instructor  Allen  Muse,  left,  of  Laird  Hospital.  Also  pictured 
are  ECCC  students,  from  left,  Burt  Strait  of  Lake,  Tyrone  Williams  of  Sebastopol  and  Ryan  Tubby  of  Carthage.  The 
CPR  demonstration  is  a regular  feature  of  Ms.  Lucille  Wood’s  first  aid  class. 


ECCC  sophomore  officers 

These  students  have  been  selected  sophomore  class  officers  at  East  Central  Community  College  for  the  1993-94 
term.  Pictured  are,  from  left,  Jennifer  Richmond  of  Carthage,  president;  Sara  Hollingsworth  of  Philadelphia,  vice 
president;  Cherie  Pope  of  Lena,  secretary;  and  Carla  Leflore  of  Carthage,  treasurer. 
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Jacqueline  Cain,  center,  of  Carthage  is  shown  being  presented  the  second  annual  Citizens  Bank  of  Philadelphia 
scholarship  to  attend  East  Central  Community  College  by  Mike  Brooks,  left,  manager  of  the  bank’s  Carthage  branch. 
At  right  is  Dr.  Gregg  Jefcoat,  ECCC  academic  counselor.  Established  in  1992,  the  tuition  scholarship  is  presented 
to  a selected  recipient  from  one  of  four  ECCC  district  counties  served  by  the  bank,  which  includes  Leake,  Neshoba, 
Newton  and  Scott  counties.  Cain  is  a graduate  of  Carthage  High  School  where  she  was  selected  Miss  CHS  and 
participated  in  various  clubs  and  activities.  She  was  also  chosen  Leake  County’s  Young  Woman  of  the  Year  and 
Miss  Farm  Bureau.  At  East  Central,  the  freshman  liberal  arts  major  is  a member  of  the  Centralettes,  the  dance  line 
that  performs  with  the  Warrior  Marching  Band,  and  the  Warrior  Corps,  an  organization  composed  of  students  who 
assist  in  recruiting  and  serve  as  hosts  and  hostesses  for  college  events  and  activities. 
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ECCC  freshman  officers 


Freshman  class  officers  selected  at  East  Central  Community  College  for  the  1993-94  term  include,  from  left,  Bobby 
Ryals  of  Louisville,  president;  J.  J.  Moorehead  of  Union,  vice  president;  Ronda  Jones  of  Forest,  secretary;  and  Erika 
Duett  of  Philadelphia,  treasurer. 


Receives  ECCC  scholarship 

Faith  Mathis,  third  from  left,  of  Carthage  was  recently  presented  the  second  annual  Carthage  Bank  Scholarship  to 
attend  East  Central  Community  College  by  bank  officials,  from  left,  Lisa  Gill  and  Yolanda  Wooten  while  Dr.  Gregg 
Jefcoat,  right,  ECCC  academic  counselor,  looks  on.  Established  in  1992,  the  tuition  scholarship  is  available  to  a selected 
graduate  from  one  of  Leake  County’s  public  or  private  high  schools.  Mathis  is  a graduate  of  Carthage  High  School 
where  she  was  a class  favorite  and  participated  in  various  clubs  and  activities,  including  the  Mississippi  College 
Math  and  Science  Tournament.  She  was  also  selected  to  Who’s  Who  Among  American  High  School  Students. 
At  East  Central,  Mathis  is  majoring  in  medical  technology. 


Receive  honors 

Receiving  special  commendation  during  Phi  Theta  Kappa’s  Regional  (MS-LA)  Convention  were  East  Central  Com- 
munity College  sophomore  Sharon  Eldridge,  left,  of  DeKalb  who  was  selected  to  the  Order  of  the  Golden  Key,  and 
math  instructor  Dr.  Shelby  Harris,  chosen  Distinguished  Advisor.  Eldridge,  a secondary  education  major,  is  a graduate 
of  Neshoba  Central  High  School.  East  Central’s  Theta  Xi  chapter  was  also  awarded  Five  Star  designation,  the  highest 
award  a chapter  can  receive.  Also  serving  as  Theta  Xi  chapter  was  also  awarded  Five  Star  designation,  the  highest 
award  a chapter  can  receive.  Also  serving  as  Theta  Xi  advisor  is  head  librarian  Mrs.  Ann  Burkes,  a previous  recipient 
of  the  Oustanding  Advisor  award.  Phi  Theta  Kappa  is  an  international  honor  society  of  the  two-year  college.  The 
organization  held  its  annual  convention  on  the  Biloxi  campus  of  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  Community  College. 


Phi  Theta  Kappa  program 
assists  transfer  students 


Phi  Theta  Kappa,  the  Interna- 
tional Honor  Society  for  two-year 
colleges,  is  pleased  to  announce  the 
launch  of  its  Transfer  Student 
Database.  This  new  database,  which 
is  the  only  one  of  its  kind,  will  give 
senior  institutions  recruiting  access 
to  these  outstanding  transfer 
students  for  the  first  time. 

Phi  Theta  Kappa  inducts  over 

60.000  members  annually  at  over 

1.000  two-year  college  campuses  in 
all  50  states  and  Canada.  Member- 
ship is  extended  to  students  who 
have  completed  at  least  twelve 
semester  hours  of  associate  degree 
course  work  and  earned  generally  a 
grade  point  average  of  3.5.  Phi  Theta 
Kappa’s  membership  includes  both 
traditional  and  nontraditional 
students.  Approximately  85  percent 


plan  to  seek  a bachelors  degree. 

Beginning  this  fall,  Phi  Theta 
Kappa  members  are  given  the  op- 
tion of  being  included  in  the 
database  at  no  charge.  Information 
taken  from  the  Society’s  Member- 
ship Profile  Form  includes 
cumulative  grade  point  average, 
number  of  credit  hours  completed, 
expected  major,  expected  date  of 
graduation,  plus  demographic  data. 

Database  information  is  available 
in  various  formats  to  senior  institu- 
tions which  actively  recruit  transfer 
students  from  two-year  colleges. 

For  additional  information  con- 
tact Dr.  Shelby  Harris,  or  Mrs.  Ann 
Burkes,  PTK  sponsors  at  East  Cen- 
tral Community  College,  Decatur, 
MS  39327,  Phone  635-2111. 


Phi  Theta 
Kappa 
has  busy 
month 

By  CINDY  CALLAHAN 

East  Central’s  Phi  Theta 
Kappa  chapter,  Theta  Xi,  has 
been  extremely  busy  this  past 
month  with  their  chapter  pro- 
jects. You  may  have  noticed 
the  new  bulletin  board  in  the 
lobby  of  the  library  which  was 
placed  there  by  PTK  Also,  the 
conference  room  in  the  lobby 
of  the  library  has  been 
designated  as  the  official 
display  room  for  PTK’s  many 
awards. 

Speaking  of  awards,  on  Oct. 
31  and  Nov.  1,  several  PTK 
members  with  their  advisors, 
Mrs.  Burkes  and  Dr.  Harris, 
attended  the  PTK  Regional 
Convention  held  at  Mississip- 
pi Gulf  Coast  Community 
College. 

While  there  Sharon 
Eldridge,  Theta  Xi’s  presi- 
dent, was  awarded  the  Golden 
Key  award.  Dr.  Harris  was 
awarded  the  honor  of  being 
the  outstanding  advisor  of  the 
region.  The  East  Central  PTK 
chapter  received  a five-star 
rating  — the  highest  rating 
given  to  a chapter. 

Also  this  past  month,  on 
Nov.  18,  Phi  Theta  Kappa  had 
its  75th  anniversary.  A punch 
and  . cookies  reception  was 
held  in  the  PTK  display  room. 
That  evening  several 
members  traveled  to  Jackson 
to  the  international  head- 
quarters and  presented  75  red 
roses  in  honor  of  PTK. 

Apples  were  a key  item  this 
past  month,  too.  They  were 
given  to  all  the  teachers  at 
East  Central  for  American 
Education  Week,  and  were 
distributed  at  The  Home  Away 
From  Home  Nursing  Center. 


New  club  organized 

By  TAMMY  EVANS 

In  the  fall  of  1992  a Licensed  Practical  Nursing  Program  was 
introduced  and  in  1993  the  college  added  a Surgical  Technology 
Program.  These  two  groups  have  come  together  and  formed  a new 
organization  called  HOSA  which  stands  for  Health  Occupational 
Students  of  America. 

HOSA  is  a nationwide  organization  comprised  of  students  pur- 
suing careers  in  the  health  care  industry.  It  helps  develop  job  skills, 
leadership  skills  and  career  goals. 

This  group  attended  its  first  convention  in  Pearl,  Miss,  on  Oct. 
7, 1993,  at  which  time  state  officers  were  elected.  Convention  par- 
ticipants learned  a great  deal  about  fund-raising  and  other 
projects. 

The  first  local  fund-raising  project  was  a bake  sale  by  club 
members,  the  proceeds  of  which  were  donated  to  Jeanie  Hamil, 
a fellow  student  whose  husband  is  receiving  treatment  for 
leukemia. 

The  HOSA  organization  has  plans  for  other  projects  as  well 
which  include  an  •‘adopt-a-family"  program  in  which  the  organiza- 
tion will  select  two  needy  families  during  the  holiday  season.  They 
plan  to  donate  new  toys  and  a “love"  package  to  the  families. 

Officers  for  the  club  are: 

President.  Sue  Hall;  vice  president,  Stephanie  Vance  Gomez; 
secretary,  Robin  Clark;  treasurer.  Dana  Reid;  parlimentarian, 
Kim  Spillman;  historian,  Mary  Warren:  representative.  Jason 
Lovern;  and  reporter.  Tammie  Evans. 


’age  S,  The  Tom  Tom.  December  10. 


ECCC  surgical  technology  students  Outstanding  vo-tech  students 


Students  enrolled  in  surgical  technology,  a new  program  offered  this  fall  at  East  Central  Community  College,  include, 
seated,  from  left,  Robin  Clark,  Louisville;  Janette  Grant,  Forest;  instructor  Janice  Jacobs,  Meridian;  Stephanie  Gomez, 
Union;  Sherri  Jones,  Louisville;  and,  standing,  from  left,  Angie  Truhett,  Little  Rock;  Tammie  Spencer,  Philadelphia; 
Cindy  Presley,  Lena;  Jason  Lovern,  Philadelphia;  Mary  Warren,  Forest;  Tammie  Stamper,  Newton;  and  Alan  Squires, 
Forest.  Mrs.  Jacobs  described  surgical  technologists  as  integral  members  of  the  surgical  team  who  work  closely 
with  surgeons,  anesthesiologists,  registered  nurses,  and  other  surgical  personnel  delivering  patient  care  and  assuming 
appropriate  responsibilities  before,  during,  and  after  surgery.  For  more  information  contact  Mrs.  Jacobs  at  ECCC, 
phone  635-2111,  ext.  292. 


The  above  East  Central  Community  College  vocational-technical  students  were  selected  outstanding  college  students 
of  the  month  from  their  respective  programs  of  study.  Pictured  are,  seated  from  left,  David  Bassett  of  Forest,  automotive 
body  repair  technology;  Anna  Babb  Smith  of  Carthage,  business  and  office  technology;  Marley  Griffin  of  Philadelphia, 
drafting  and  design  technology;  Christopher  Partridge  of  Philadelphia,  electrical  technology;  Patsy  Chisolm  of  Union, 
electronic  technology;  and  standing  from  left,  Janette  Grant  of  Forest,  surgical  technology;  Richard  Shoemake  of 
Newton,  metal  fabrication  technology;  Jeannie  Hamil  of  Union,  licensed  practical  nursing;  and  Keshu  Wash  of  Newton, 
cosmetology.  Not  pictured  are  Christopher  Spears  of  Decatur,  automotive  body  repair  technology;  Sheila  Harvel  of 
Noxapater,  child  development;  Tonya  Craig  of  Hickory,  computer  programming  technology;  Stephen  Burton  of  Decatur, 
precision  machining  technology;  and  Greg  Gambrell  of  Newton,  carpentry  and  cabinet  making. 


* 4 * 4 * 4 

LETTERS  TO  SANTA 


Dear  Santa, 

Please  bring  me  a few  good 
grades  in  some  of  my  classes  so  I 
can  have  a good  Christmas  without 
worrying  about  final  exams. 

Thanks, 
Stephen  Hunter 

Dear  Santa, 

After  all  the  deaths  that  have 
taken  place  from  guns,  and  drunk 
drivers,  there  is  only  one  thing  I 
would  like  for  Christmas,  PEACE. 

Annie  R.  Buckley 
Union,  MS 

Dear  Santa, 

How  are  you  and  Mrs.  Claus  do- 
ing? I have  been  a good  girl  this 
year.  I want  you  to  bring  me  a big 
Barney  that  talks  and  a new  stereo. 
Would  you  please  bring  my  brother 
a BB  gun?  He  is  good  some  of  the 
time.  I will  leave  you  some  milk  and 
cookies  by  the  fireplace.  I love  you. 

Love 

Anitrel  Arthur 

Dear  Santa, 

I know  my  Christmas  list  will  be 
very  expensive,  but  I figured  since 
you  are  Santa  Claus  you  can  afford 
anything. 

First  of  all,  bring  me  a lot  of 
clothes.  I’d  prefer  if  you’d  shop  at 
Lerner’s  or  Rhonda’s  Connections. 
These  are  the  places  I prefer  to  shop. 
You  know  my  sizes. 

Second  of  all,  I’d  like  a stereo. 
That  stereo  you  brought  me  a few 
years  ago  has  already  broken.  Just 
get  me  one  that  has  a C.D.  player 
and  plays  loud!! 

Just  be  good  to  me  and  instead  of 
cookies,  I’ll  give  you  permission  to 
get  into  the  refrigerator  and  get 
anything  you  want. 

Thanks, 
Rhonda  Foley 


Natalie  Nowell  and  I am  a freshman 
at  East  Central  Community  College. 
I hope  to  see  you  on  Dec.  25  because 
I have  been  a good  girl  this  year.  I 
don’t  exactly  know  what  I want,  but 
I trust  you  will  bring  me  lots  of 
goodies.  Hope  to  see  ya  soon! 

Love  always, 
Natalie 

PS.  We’ll  leave  the  light  on  for  ya! 
Dear  Santa, 

My  name  is  Jolie  Eubanks  and  I 
am  a freshman  at  East  Central 
Community  College.  I have  been 
very  nice  this  year  and  hope  to  get 
some  nice  things  from  you  for 
Christmas.  I’m  very  excited  about 
the  holiday  season,  and  I’m  looking 
forward  to  getting  out  of  school.  Be 
careful  and  Merry  Christmas!! 

Love, 

Jolie 

Dear  Santa, 

For  Christmas  please  give  me  the 
following: 

1.  A new  roomate 

2.  5,000,000  dollars 

3.  Christie  Waggoner 

Bobby  Ryals 

Dear  Santa, 

My  name  is  Gwen  Burton  and  I 
have  been  a very  good  girl  this  year. 
My  parents  would  probably  say  dif- 
ferent, but  don’t  listen  to  them. 
Anyway,  I feel  that  I deserve 
everything  that  I want  because  be- 
ing a good  girl  is  hard  work.  So,  for 
Christmas  I would  like  new  clothes, 
the  Muppets  Christmas  Video,  and 
jewelry.  A car  would  be  nice  but 
that’s  optional  to  you.  Please,  please 
be  a sweet  Santa  this  year  and  get 
me  everything  I want. 

Love. 

Gwen 


Dear  Santa, 

I have  been  a good  young  man  this 
year.  I have  tried  to  do  what  has 
been  asked  of  me  and  even  more.  I 
don't  want  too  much  this  year.  All  I 
want  is  for  my  mother  to  be  in  good 
health  and  all  my  family  to  be  doing 
well.  Christmas  is  not  about  giving 
presents,  it  is  about  being  together 
and  sharing.  So,  if  I don’t  receive 
anything  this  Christmas,  I’ll  just 
stop  and  think,  that  I have  the  best 
present  of  all.  That  is  life,  liberty, 
and  the  pursuit  of  happiness. 

Tim  Croft 


Dear  Santa, 

Hey!  What’s  up?  Not  much  here. 
I just  wanted  to  tell  you  what  I want 
for  Christmas. 

I want  everything!!!  I want  a iot 
of  money.  I also  want  a Porsche  that 
is  loaded.  I would  also  like  for  you 
to  bring  me  my  own  Quincy's 
restaurant. 

I would  also  like  a lot  of  new 
clothes  so  that  I can  style  around 
and  look  good.  I hope  you  will  bring 
me  all  of  this  because  I need  it. 

Love, 

Lundy  Breazeale 


Dear  Santa, 

I have  been  a good  little  boy  this 
year,  and  I would  really  be  happy  if 
you  would  treat  me  right  this 
Christmas.  I had  a dog  named 
Nobody,  and  he  got  killed.  There  is 
nothing  in  the  world  that  would 
make  me  happier  than  if  you  would 
bring  me  another  dog  just  like 
Nobody. 

Sincerely  yours 
Mark  West 


Dear  Santa, 

I have  really  been  a good  girl  this 
year.  I’m  not  sure  exactly  what  kind 
or  color,  but  I want  a CAR.  I also 
want  many  other  things.  I want 
some  new  outfits.  I would  also  like 
to  ask  for  my  friends  something  too. 
They  need  two  brand  new  wheel 
chairs.  My  friend  Wilma  can’t  seem 
to  stay  on  her  feet,  and  Kitty  just 
can’t  get  around  after  her  car  acci- 
dent. This  way  we  will  all  have  a new 
set  of  wheels. 

Love, 
Genia  Griffin 


Dear  Santa, 

Two  days  after  Christmas,  I’m  go- 
ing to  Dallas,  Texas  with  my  sister 
and  her  Cheerleading  squad  to 
watch  them  compete  in  the  National 
Cheerleading  Competition.  I’ll  be 
spending  most  of  the  money  I have 
saved  on  Christmas  presents  for  my 
family.  So  if  you  don’t  mind,  all  I 
really  need  for  Christmas  is  a little 
extra  money.  Tens  and  twenties  will 
be  sufficient. 

Thanks, 
Nikki  Harrison 


Dear  Santa, 

I am  Jill  Graham,  a sophomore  at 
East  Central  Community  College.  I 
have  been  very  sweet  this  year.  I 
hope  to  get  something  very  special 
this  year.  I am  really  looking  for- 
ward to  a great  Christmas.  If  you  get 
a chance  tell  everyone  at  the  North 
Pole  I said,  “Hello.” 

Love  ya  lots, 
Jill 

PS.  If  you  see  a nice  guy  send  him 
my  way! 


Dear  Santa, 

Merry  Christmas!  My  name  is 
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Christmas.. .1940 


By  OVID  VICKERS 

There  were  signs  of  the  approaching 
( hristmas  season.  At  school  the  teachers 
began  putting  up  bulletin  board  pictures 
of  deer  standing  in  snow-covered  forests 
or  of  three  men  on  camels  riding  under 
a star,  letters  to  Santa  Claus  appeared 
in  the  newspapers,  and  children  turned 
down  pages  in  the  toy  section  of  the 
Sears  and  Roebuck  catalog.  On  the  se- 
cond Saturday  in  December,  when  Mam- 
ma made  out  the  grocery  list,  she  added 
the  extra  items  needed  to  bake  a fruit- 
cake. Raisins,  currents,  dried  figs,  and 
a bag  of  almonds  were  on  the  list  along 
with  candied  cherries,  pineapple,  citron, 
and  orange  peel. 

About  10  days  before  Christmas,  we  sat 
up  late  one  night  and  picked  out  a cup 
of  black  walnuts,  and  about  a quart  of 
pecans.  Cake  baking  day  would  be 
tomorrow. 

After  breakfast.  Mamma  got  out  two 
dish  pans,  one  for  mixing  and  one  for 
baking.  Into  the  mixing  pan  went  eggs, 
milk.  Hour,  sugar  and  butter.  Now  it  was 
time  to  add  the  candied  fruit,  nuts  and 
dredged  raisins.  (Why  rolling  something 
in  flour  is  called  dredging  is  beyond  me. ) 
The  dried  figs,  strung  on  a piece  of  hemp 
and  shipped  from  some  exotic  city  like 
Bagdad  or  Beirut,  were  diced  and 
thrown  in  along  with  a cup  of  slow- 
flowing.  deep  brown  molasses. 

The  baking  pan,  a dishpan  lined  with 
greased  brown  paper,  was  now  filled  with 
cake  batter.  After  what  seemed  half  a 
day.  Mamma  removed  the  cake  from  the 
Home  Comfort  oven  and  inserted  broom 
straws  to  test  for  doneness.  When  dough 
did  not  cling  to  the  straws,  the  cake  was 
lifted  from  the  oven  and  stored  in  a 
wooden  cheese  box  to  mellow.  If  time 
didn't  mellow  the  cake,  the  cups  of 
blackberry  wine  Mamma  poured  over  it 
certainly  did.  Christmas  day  we  cut  the 
cake. 

This  cake  was  not  only  a delight  to  eat, 
it  was  a pleasure  to  contemplate.  The 
bits  of  candied  fruit  in  the  slices  shown 
like  red.  yellow,  and  green  gemstones, 
and  as  the  slices  were  cut,  the  odor  of 
spices  filled  the  air. 

After  the  fruitcake  and  jam  cake  and 
the  coconut  cake  had  been  baked,  it  was 
time  to  find  and  cut  a Christmas  tree. 
Daddy  hitched  up  the  wagon  and  Mam- 
ma, sister  and  I rode  over  across  Gum 
Swamp  to  Mr.  Holman  Hemphill’s  place. 
Mr.  Hemphill  had  some  pretty  cedar 
trees  and  daddy  had  made  ar- 
rangements with  him  for  us  to  cut  one. 
Our  Christmas  tree  had  always  been 
pine,  and  this  would  be  our  first  cedar. 

When  we  went  through  the  swamp, 
Mamma  stopped  the  wagon  and  cut 
some  branches  from  a hollv  tree. 


1 threw  a small  lightwood  knot  up  into 
the  limbs  of  an  old  oak  tree,  and  sister 
gathered  an  armful  of  mistletoe  as  it  fell 
to  the  ground. 

When  we  had  been  at  Mr.  Hemphill’s 
a little  while,  sister  announced  that  the 
wagon  ride  had  made  her  very  hungry. 
Mrs.  Hemphill  gave  her  a buttered 
biscuit ; then  we  went  to  cut  the  cedar 
tree.  After  we  loaded  the  tree,  well 
shaped  and  deep  green,  we  visited  for  a 
while,  warmed  by  Mrs.  Hemphili’s  fire 
and  started  home. 

By  the  time  we  again  reached  the  Gum 
Swamp  bridge,  the  sun  was  low  and  lit- 
tle pencils  of  brightness  filtered  through 
the  Cyprus  branches  to  glisten  on  the 
dark  swamp  water  beneath  the  bridge. 
Some  birds  flew  over,  and  a chill  wind 
rattled  the  dried  leaves  in  the  dead  wire 
grass  along  the  road  side.  I pulled  my 
knitted  cap  down  over  my  ears,  thrust 
my  hands  deeper  into  my  pockets  and 
tried  to  forget  about  the  cold.  There  was 
much  to  anticipate.  Mamma  had  told  us 
we  would  decorate  the  tree  after  supper. 

When  the  supper  dishes  were  washed 
and  put  away,  down  came  the  box  of 
decorations  from  high  on  a closet  shelf. 
They  were  the  same  decorations  that  we 
had  used  for  as  long  as  I could 
remember,  but  they  were  still  wondrous 
things  to  behold.  A long  string  of  silver 
beads  and  shining  ornaments  in  the 
shape  of  birds  and  bugles,  stars  and 
snowflakes  were  unwrapped  and  hung  on 
the  tree.  Homemade  decorations,  ropes 
of  strung  popcorn  nad  sycamore  balls 
covered  with  silver  paper  from  the  inside 
of  cigarette  packs,  joined  the  bought  or- 
naments to  make  the  tree  a very  special 
thing. 

When  the  white  cardboard  star  was 
placed  on  top  of  the  tree,  we  put  some  ex- 
tra lightwood  splinters  on  the  fire  and 
with  great  satisfaction  admired  our 
decorated  cedar.  Against  the  plain  un- 
painted pine  wall  in  the  “fire  room”  the 
tree  was  a jewel,  each  ornament  cat- 
ching and  reflecting  the  glittering  blue 
and  red  flames  of  the  firelight. 

When  a few  more  Christmases  had 
passed,  I would  grow  up,  to  away  to  col- 
lege and  begin  attending  Christmas 
festivities  in  fraternity  houses,  in  the 
homes  of  friends,  and  finally  with  my 
own  children.  Christmas  is  my  favorite 
season,  and  regardless  of  where  I am  or 
what  I am  doing,  when  the  town  strings 
the  first  rope  of  colored  lights  across  the 
streets,  when  the  postman  delivers  the 
first  vuletide  greeting,  and  when  the  first 
notes  of  “Away  in  a Manger”  are  sung, 
a key  turns  to  unlock  that  secret  corner 
of  my  mind  where  I keep  stored  forever 
the  memories  of  that  Christmas  when  I 
was  10  years  old. 


